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| “Great Town, Chicago, but Bandits 





Are Its Bosses, According to This 





be 


Chicago, June 11. 
Terroristic activities by Chicago 
gunmen against theatres backstage 
and front are being carried on in 
this city on a scale seldom if ever 
before by 


crime. 
Within the past few weeks nu- 


attempted organized 


‘ merous managers have been caught 


by gunmen in front of the theatre 
or near their homes and forced to 
turn over safe combinations and 
keys. All managers are in constant 
fear that they are next on the list, 
to be submitted to harrowing ex- 
periences that would take a year 
or two off any guy's life. 

Attitude of theatre managers is 
shown in the case of one who had 
his theatre safe combination printed 
on a small card to be carried al- 
ways in his pocket. If bandits get 
him he'll simply turn over the card 
and keys. Previously he allowed 
the asst. mgr, to open and close the 
safe, and had only a vague idea of 
the combination. He was afraid 
that in an emergency he might for- 
get the combination and get a 
couple of bullets in his hide. 

Backstage the performers have 
been experiencing shakedowns from 





THE LAST KICK 





Two vaude actors talking 
about cemeteries, with one de- 
claring he would not be buried 
in one of them. 

“Here you go again,” observ- 
ed the other, “even kicking 
against that spot.” 


L 
Fred Allen Says “Haunted” 
Gag Is Hisn—And How! 


New York, June 9. 
Editor Variety: 

Note in Variety you credit “Bugs” 
Baer with the line anent 
ing a house.” 

Would it upset you to learn I 
have employed the line in several 
acts and am using it at present in 
“The Little Show.” in 
itself, means no more to me than 
a ball of twine to a retired mario- 











“haunt- 


The line, 
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COAST SAPS PAY 
FOR APPLESAUCE 


Fortune-Telling Gaining 
Hold on Picture Colony of 
Hollywood — From Execs 
to Stage Hands, with 
Players In Between, Tak- 
ing Chump Advice 


“GAZER” BY THE YEAR 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


Crystal gazers, astrologists, spir- 
itualists and mind-readers are cast- 
ing a spell over Hollywood with the 
result a flock of picture people have 
been sold by the “past-present-and- 
future” artists, insofar as following 
their advice in governing activities 
of their personal and business life. 

Extras, feature players and stars 
of both sex, who once fall for a 
reading, become steady customers at 
prices ranging from a buck to a fin 
for a single visit. The same can be 
said about film executives, directors 
and writers who patronize the 
camps of the would-be tipsters un- 


? 





34th St. Store Front Decorated in 
Theatre Way by Urban—Draws 








Late Beauty Sleeps 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Midnight shows have hit 
this town with such popular 
acclaim that the flaps, shop 
girls, ball and chains, and 
grand dames are going to bed 
at twilight so that they may 
look fresh at 12, 

As a rule, the whole town 
starts yawning at 10 p. m., and 
don’t let ’em tell you different. 


Morris’ Wedding Song 
“On the Verge of a Merge” 











Merge” 
>: Wie 


“On the of a 
opened in Parkersburg, 
yesterday, for one day. It was the 
first wedding to bear a title and 
have a theme gong. 

Co-starring Buddy Morris and 
Carolyn Nathan, it ran smoothly un- 
til the local reverend tied the knot. 


Verge 


— 


Showmanship in rebuilding the 
34th street show front of the Bedell 
Store brought in Josef Urban, the- 


atre designer and decorator. It is 
the most attractive layout of any 
business section in the city and cost 
Bedell about $175,000. 


Operators of mercantile establish- 
ments nearby are getting figures for 
a proposed rebuilding of _ store 
fronts, 

A continual crowd gapes at the 
Bedell display. 

Around the windows is silver- 
plated metal which adds to the at- 
tractiveness. Three-eights of an 
inch thick plate glass is used for the 
floors and doors. 

A standout is a 24-inch in di- 
ameter grille stand which permits 
the store to make a permanent dis- 
play of femme models. There are 
62 periods of dress style shown. 
This grille effect runs from the 
street level to the second floor, the 
grille itself weighing some seven or 
eight tons. 


The ceilings of the front are 75 
feet wide and are of acid-ground 
glass, with an indirect lighting 
effect copped from the picture the- 


gangsters who have suddenly de-|nette, but it doesn’t seem fair to| der cover to ward off adverse com-| From then on it was all melody |atre; the lights placed back of the 
cided that actors need protection in| have a line, which I believe to be| ment or publicity. with the ritzy audience singing |8TOuUnd glass in such a way as to 
this town and should pay for it. my property, released for general Many tempermental outbursts of | «poonuse You Belong to Me,” an make a novel illumination as well as 


Practically all the legit stars here 


screen players have been attributed 


screening the lights from the pub- 


have been approached by the | ¥528e- to the influence of these tin god unpublished Witmark number, and |jie There are no shadows, another 
muggs, including Mae West, Wil- No sooner had the echo of the|/astrologists who have advised them | parodies on old favorites. theatrical effect. 
liam Gaxton, Bill Halligan, Harry | yoice died down in the Friars Club| @gsainst starting to work on a pic- Morris and Miss Nathan were Credit for the uptodateness and 


Richman, Roy Rogers and Wally 
Ford. Several turned over cash 
simply because it seemed the safest 
thing to do. All are reluctant to 
discuss the matter, fearing violence 


than the line appeared in two other 
It 
membership in the club automati- 
cally entitles one to the New York 


Broadway shows. seems that 


ture on certain days; whom they 
should work for and the type of di- 
rectors best suited to work with. 
There have been cases where the 
tipsters have gone so far as to tell 


greatly surprised to fin’ what was 
supposed to have been a quiet wed- 
ding turned into an elaborate pro- 
duction with theme songs and 
monolog. The idea had been kept 


progressiveness in engaging Urban 
g£0es to A. M. Bedell, president of 
the company. 





: Se gg tt sa , : ons “s ° ° ” 
it the y squaw k, ie State rights to anything said on the the players when it is inadvisable! secret from them. Aerial Traffic Cop 
rhe thing became such a growing 7 P " esa, | 10F them to work, and if the stags| Three hundred special cover 
racket that Loop houses posted} Premises by “Bugs” Baer or W illie | set right at certain times of the copies of the theme song were dis- ne 
guards to shoo the racketeer col-| Collier. week they can continue unharmed, | tributed to the guests along with An “ , 2 
. , , ' : st n “aeri: re > cop” hz F s 
lectors away. This occurred in Telling a joke in the club is! but if it’s a bad night in the astral 1erial traffic cop” has made 


Vaude, picture and legit houses. 
Kidnappings and backstage shake- 
downs are only two of the many 
grafts local theatres are forced to 
undergo, although the others are 
less sensational and have been con- 
tinuing quietly for some time. The 
town is full of “angles,” making it 


about as safe as leaving your wife 
in a Navy Yard. 

Right is right, wired or silent. 

Euclid said in 323 B. C., “There 
is no royal road to geometry.” 
Archimedes, also in B. C.,» “Give me 
a base and I will steal the Earth.” 
Patrick Henry said, “Give me Lib- 


regions, they are warned before- 
hand to stop work at a certain time 
during the day, regardless of how 
important that work might be. To 
go against any one of these orders 
means disaster upon disaster 
throughout the entire reigning period 
of their birth star. These periods 


a catalog of the parodies titled “On 
the Verge of a Merge.” Two rec- 
ords were especially made for the 
occasion by Brunswick, one with 
Fred Wilson singing the theme and 
the other a monolog on Morris by 
Felix Bernard. 


Buddy, 24, is executive head of 


his appearance at the Holmes Air- 
port, Jackson Heights, lL. I. Major 
William C. Brooks, formerly of the 
Nicaraguan Air Force and now op- 
eration manager of the Gates Fly- 
ing Service, has the job. 

His duties are of the “stop and 
go” nature. Airplanes not airworthy 


Witmark’s with Lewis Warner, and | , ei hes Wlacdnem : ( 
of considerable importance as to erty,” two years before the Sateve-| often run as long as seven years|son of Sam Morris, vice-president oe ep y licensed will be ruled 

who a manager buys materials post started. Edmund Burke said,}and to stalk such dangers, the|of Warner Bros. Miss Nathan, 19, o Bahco gy by Major Brooks, 

from. There have been threats of “The march of the human mind is| yokels, already succumbed to the/|non-pro, is a Parkersburg society |, 7 erry pilots or _ those fall- 
Violence and bombings for those slow.” Dean Swift, or was it Sir| Powers of the astrologist, will think | girl. ing to abide by regulations will be 


who decided to do business with the 
“wy rong” 


places. 
A humorous phase of the terror- 


Joseph Ginsburg, said, “The best of 
life is just tolerable,” but Judge! 
George III said, “Six hours’ sleep is 


twice before disobeying the com- 
mands. 
One film executive employs a star 


asked to 
His 


“move on,” 
official title is 
Flying.” 


“Director of 
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a Ryony gong eee Rdg enough for a man, seven for a wo- | 84zer ata yearly salary. The gazer a y a anic 
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; . — agp ng rad — or or man, and eight for rest. | is — by many in a know to ot —_—_——- WORLD’S BEST LAUGHS 
~ oe Ww gas fit Pp , ‘ : named » ; in e same capacity as Rasputin x 
house band leader. When he re- It stands to reason then if the \ Dubuque, June 11. 


ceived a two-week notice his fans 
promptly came back with bombing 
threats and blackhand notices to 
the theatre operator. 

Just a typical Chicago procedure. 


‘wise, it 


above people are credited with hav- 
ing said these mots, bon or other- 
is quite possible that I, 
Fred Allen, might have originated 
the “Haunted house” line. Even if 


did to the late Czar—an invisible 
dictator of the organization which 
the film executive heads. 


Cheaper Fortunes 
The smaller fry of studio workers 


“Are you going to kill that baby?” 
That was the shout raised by a 
cool headed 


individual in a crowd 


at the Strand, Edgewood, Ia., when 


An English visitor in New York 
gives as his opinion the world’s two 
biggest laughs are the Statue of 
Liberty and the figure of Jistice 
over here, 





Chicago is distinctly crime con-| YU can prove that it isn't original, |seek the cheaper fortune tellers to|a roll of film burst into flames, It |= ee 
scious, more so now than during} et it then be said that I first up-]| find out how long their present job caused the majority of the audi- 

the past election campaign, when| Shot same about three years ago. is good for, how long they can ex-|ence to think that there was dan- | RB 

the city’s muddy crime record was Trust that this will upset your} pect to live, if they are mapped out] ger of all being burned alive. | Pe OK me 
Paraded in newspapers before the] lousy staff. In the future, would|to become famous and everything The thoughtful question of an THE NAME YOU GO BY 

eyes of the natives, and each side| Suggest that you go to press with|/else that might happen to them in| unidentified man saved some from WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


accusing the other of taking a cut- 





one hand on a Gideon and the other 
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the future. probable death or serious injury. COS 
in on all graft. One of the big fac- | hand raised under oath, away from Many stenographers, cameramen, The theatre was cleared in a jiffy | ON. 8 OS 
ters in bringing crime stuff to the/ any bar. stage hands and assistant directors | without mishap to anyone. Loss to GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 
| attention of the natives is ihe FRED ALLEN, have quit their jobs on the strength confined to projecting | L427 Bway. ny. 


(Continued on page 39) 


Music Box Theatre, 
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(Continued on page 2) 
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Whitehall Film Shows Net Loss 
Of $150,225 for 14 Months’ Work; 


VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
& St. Martin’ s Place, Trafalgar Square 
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Other British Makers Deep in Red 


London, June 


Whitehall Film Co., calling its 
first general meeting of stockhold- 
ers next week at the latest date 
permissiblk under the law, will 
show a net deficit of $150,225 for 
operations over a _ period of 14 
months from November 19, 1927, to 
January, 1928. 

In the face of disquieting talk in 
the trade, the situation is particu- 
larly disheartening to stockholders, 


as the meetings of two 
or three other companies are due 
presently and it expected they 
will show results more or less sim- 
ilar. 


particularly 


is 


Fresh Funds Lacking 

Invasion of American talking ‘pic- 
tures held responsible. Situa- 
tion of producer losses is embar- 
rassing for the reason that it bars 
the industry from going to the pub- 
lic for new capital. Squipment to 
enter the talking field is expensive 
and the native producer is helpless 
without fresh funds. A recent sur- 
vey showed that picture shares for 
which the public paid $12,000,000 are 
now worth less than $5,000,000 in 
the open market. ’ 

Whitehall statement will disclose 
that cash in hand Jan. 19 last was 
$1,500. Against this, Raquel Meller 
has a claim against the company 
for $20,000, of which $16,000 is for 
the star’s services in a recent pro- 
duction. 

Looking at the whole situation as 
refiected in the Whitehall earnings 
status, it is regarded here as in- 
evitable that-there will be a drastic 
shakeup and reorganization in film 
circles before the end of the au- 
tumn. 


FRENCH RAZZES 
ENGLISH SHORTS 


is 





June 2. 


American film companies should 
delete all English dialog out of pic- 
tures before they are shown here. 
Without exception, every time an 
American talker has been flashed 
on the screen in Paris it has got 
the razz—and what a razz! 

Latest demonstration of this was 
at the Madeleine. Yvette Rugel in 
a talking short was the victim. The 
reproduction was perfect, her voice 
was charming and the set pleasing, 
but after a dozen’ words had been 
spoken the crowd whistled and 
booed until the picture was with- 
drawn. 


Paris, 





State, Sydney, Opens; 
Wired; Called Greatest 


Sydney, June 11. 
The State, Sydney, controlled by 
Union Theatres, had a smash pre- 
miere in talkers with “The Patriot” 
and other sound-screen features. 
Chief among them was the shadow 


presence of Al Jolson, acting as 
master of ceremonies through the 
medium of a special Vitaphone sub- 
ject made for Union Theatres Co. 
View appears to be confirmed that 
in the State the concern controls 
the greatest talking house in the 


British Empire. 


SPECIAL TALKER 


Los Angeles, June 





11. 
Paramount has made a four-lan- 


guage talker for exhibition at the 
international convention in Barce- 
lona, Spain. 

Maurice Chevalier will speak in 


French, Baclanova in Russian, Clara 
Bow in Spanish and Charles Rogers 
in English. Baclanova sings as well 
as talks. Picture runs 6,500 feet. 





First Sound Films in 


Sweden Are Criticized 


By Ingrid C. Swenson 
Stockholm, May 29. 
First synchronized picture releas- 


ed in Scandinavia was First Na- 
tional’s “Love and the Devil,” open- 
ing at the Palladium, Stockholm, 
one of the largest presentation the- 
atres in the Svensk Filmindustri 
circuit. 


Metro came very close second, 
with “White Shadow,” which open- 
ed with only an hour's difference at 
the Piccadilly, first-run house of 
small seating capacity, but in ex- 
cellent location. Palladium’s second 
program was Colleen Moore's “Why 
Be Good,” and the third theatre go- 
ing in for sound pictures was the 
Olympia, with Paramount's “Wolf 
Song.” 

It is very interesting to analyze 
the American synchronized pictures 
and all talkers from a Scandinavian 
show angle. 

“White Shadows” is doing good 
business, and so is Colleen Moore’s 
“Why Be Good.” “White Shadows” 
is now in its fourth week and “Why 
Be Good” in its third. 

Palladium and the Olympia have 
Western Electric equipment. Good 
performances. Some slight trouble 
on the opening night when the op- 
erators at the Palladium were not 
quite used to the score sheets. 
Smaller Olympia used enough sound 
volume to fill the Roxy in New York. 
Second night everything was fine. 

The equipment at the Piccadilly 
is home-made, but quite good for 
the house. At present it cannot use 
the sound-on-film system. 





Public Reaction 
The reaction of the public is quite 
satisfactory. Swedes like to be criti- 
cal, more than the Angio-Saxons, 
but they really don’t mean it, and 
of course nobody can stop sound 


pictures. 

Criticism, of course. May be of 
interest to mention what was 
criticized: 

“Love and the Devil’: The theme 


song, Giovanna, is used when the 
gondolier sings. Gondolier being an 
Italian should not sing in English, 
the newspapers said, but the theme 
song is in English. The same song 
is used in the romantic scenes be- 
tween Milton Sills and Maria Cor- 
da. The critics did not seem to un- 
derstand that it was a theme song 


chestra, but were surprised to hear 
the songs without Milton Sills’ lips 
move. 

“White Shadows”: Very good pic- 
ture, press comments said, but poor- 
ly synchronized, inasmuch as only 
song sounds were heard whereas 
the public also wanted to hear what 
was silent. Tb€ thing is easily ex- 
plained; both pictures were syn- 
chronized after produced. These are 
small matters, however, and do not 
mean much to the box office. 

“Why Be Good” really got the 
best reception of the press, they 
couldn't find any faults with it. And 
the public especially applauded the 
Vitaphone shorts. 


Orchestras Out 


All of the above theatres have 
eliminated their orchestras: Opinion 
among the exhibitors is that it is 
better to have no live orchestra as 
the public will then be less apt to 
notice any possible difference be- 
tween “live” and “canned” music. 

This problem has not yet been solv- 
ed even in the big cities. In London 
the Regal has a live orchestra giv- 
ing excellent prolog concerts, where- 
as the Piccadilly in the same city 
has not. Both systems are equally 
good. It may depend on the type of 
performance the showman wants to 
give his public. 

Such music as in “Why Be Good,” 
however, can only originate in 
America, or possibly from an Eng- 
lish orchestra. 


Home to ih Folks 
Los Angeles, June 11. 


Michael Vavitch, Russian screen 
actor, has left for Paris to visit 
relatives. 

He expects to return in Septem- 





ber. 





supposed to belong to a hidden or-. 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS °5,3224 Faso 


ETY, LONDON 








MISS RENIE RIANO 


Eccentric comedienne and excep- 


tional dancer with .Fanchon & 
Marco on the west coast. 

No other feminine entertainer on 
the stage enjoys such _ unprece- 
dented popularity as attested by a 
world’s tour of 112;000 miles. 

A pantomimic genius, chain-light- 
ning in action and a laugh dissemi- 
nator of original ideas. 


W.E. May Buy Out 
German Sounder, 


With Rest in Air 


Berlin, June 11. 
Dutch holders of majority stock 
in Tobis, European recording and 
reproducing sound system, are in 
negotiation with Western Electric. 
The Holland group is interested 


only in realizing on their capital 
investment and not anxious to go 
into picture producing, For this 
reason it is believed there is noth- 
ing to hamper such a deal. 

If Tobis closes with the Ameri- 
cans, Klangfilm and Siemens, the 
other element in the German sound 
situation, will be left without much 
support. 

Representatives of Siemens and 
Klangfilm are on their way to New 
York in an effort to arrange a sys- 
tem of interchangeability of prod- 
uct, 

Trade here expresses hope they 
will succeed. 














Franco First Foreign 
Producer in N. Y. House 


Threatened estrangement of film 
relations between the two countries 
is understood responsible for Fran- 
co-Films acquiring its own show- 
window in the Broadway territory. 

The company, producing in 
France, with a releasing agreement 
with Pathe for several of its pic- 
tures, has secured the Craig the- 
atre at 54th street, where it will 
feature its own products in week 
runs. 

Franco is the first foreign com- 
pany to carry dut its threat to show 
its own pictures in a house conr- 
trolled by it here. 








THREE-SIDED COMBINE 


Berlin, June 3. 

The new English firm, calied the 
International Talking Screen Pro- 
ductions, Ltd., is a combination of 
British Screen Productions, New 
York Rayart Picture Corp., Die 
Filmwerke Staaken A. G. and the 
German-Russian film alliance: De- 
russa. 

The corporation is capitalized at 
$4,250,000, Its headquarters will be 
in London, xeorge W. Pearson, 
founder of British Screen Produc- 
tion, is president. The board of di- 
rectors includes Georg Sklarz, of 
Berlin, and Leeper, of New York. 





Jannings Submerged 





GEORGE FOSTER (Establish 


82 Shaftesbury Avenue 
London, W. 4. 





FOSTERS AGENCY 


STILL THE LARGEST IN 


Recent Bookings Include JAMES BARTON 


ed 40 Years) 
EUROPE 
Cables: Confirmation, London 


i nunc Geitaid 8333 


HARRY FOSTER 





Pittsburgh, June 11. 
Value of Emil Jannings’ name 


| here can be found in way Stanley- 
|-WB are billing “Betrayal,” currently 
|at Enright, de luxe house in East 
| Liberty. All ads in dailies carry- 





ling 3ary Cooper’s name above pic- 
'ture’s title, with Tannings and 
Esther Ralston below as featured 
} players, 











Canadian F. P. Deal? 





Toronto,, June 11. 
Amalgamation of Famous Play- 


ers Canadian Corporation with Brit- 
ish Gaumonrt and Fox for Canadian 
exhibition and distribution only is 


repeatedly rumored and denied here. 

Present view is that deal is defi- 
nitely on since N. L. -Nathanson, 
managing director; W. D. Ross, di- 
rector; J. P. Bickell, vice-president, 
and A. F. Bragg, comptroller, have 
al left Famous Players’ office here 
for England. Told reporters before 
sailing they were going for pleas- 
ure. Financial men ask just why 
the four biggest men of the cor- 
poration should decide on ia holi- 
day in the same spot at the same 
time. 

Ross is governor of Ontario and 
has recently been attacked for au- 
thorizing certain picture bills while 
still an FP director. 

The only senior executive miss- 
ing from ‘the English trip is Adolph 
Zukor, president, and since FP 
bought out his and all other stock 
in FP controlled. by Paramount, for 
$6,000,000 recently, it is taken for 
granted he will resign at the next 
annual meeting, without longer any 
voice in the management of the 
company. 

British Gaumont recently an- 
nounced plans for an elaborate new 
house here and other distribution 
and exhibition points throughout 
Canada, specializing in British and 
European releases. Shortly after 
the announcement their plans 
reached a point of stagnation, and 
it is assumed here that was when 
merger deals were first discussed. 
Meantime, the Toronto house, which 
was to‘have been ready next win- 
ter, has*not yet started. The deal, 
if completed, would. be a $10,000,000 
swing. 


Poles Riot. Over 
German Titles on Film 


Berlin, June 1. 

In Poland in the sections formerly 
belonging to Germany, where at 
least half the population is of Ger- 
man extraction, Polish nationalists 
have started riots in the picture 
theatres, 

They object to the showing of 
pictures with Polish and German 








titles. There is even some talk of 
boycotting all films of German 
make. 


In Kattowitz picture houses closed 
for several days and when reopen- 
ing were again the scenes of vio- 
lent demonstration. 

In Konigshutte rowdies even 
went so far as to deface the in- 
terior of the theatre. 

Theatre owners refuse to run pic- 
tures without German titles, as this 
would mean losing half their pa- 
tronage. 


ACE CHORINES 


(Continued from page 1) 


of advice received from these for- 
tune tellers who tell them they are 
geniuses and should declare them- 
selves to the world that they have 
that certain something that others 
need years of training to attain. 

These fortune tellers, assuming 
the titles ,of clairvoyants, mind- 
readefs, palmists or | psycho-an- 
alyists are all the same in their 
practice of hypnotizing the yokels. 
All are optimistic and are ever 
ready to tell the saps they are too 
good for their present jobs, that 
they should use more intiative, put 
more ginger into their personality 
and demand the higher things in 
life. 

This steams a lot of the boys and 
girls up to rosy expectations only to 
return when the enthusiasm grows 
cold and ask for more applesauce at 
a buck a dish, or raise the ante if 
they want more mush and cheer. 


CAMILLA HORN’S SAILING 


Camilla Horn, at present engaged 
in putting the finishing touches on 
“The Royal Box” in the Warner’s 
eastern studios, will sail for Ger- 
many June 17, where she will re- 
main indefinitely. 

Miss Horn will continue under 
the direction of Warner Bros... mak- 
ing her future productions in their 














studios in Germany. 





ane A; ewer Wednesday, June 12, 1929 
British Film Field 
By Frank Tilley 
British Gaumont and | London, June 3, 


| Going a bit slow on productioy 


1 ig 
British International. Waiting to 
get more wiring in the studios, Tip- 
off here is it is not so sold after 


all on RCA. John Thorpe has gone 
to America to look over another SyS- 
tem. Maybe. But Maxwell 
Dent here deny this. 

Another story is Wide World has 
not done so well and J. D. Williams 
is no longer keen, even if he’s stil! 
in that outfit. Williams is here 
trying to promote a large-scale 
British talker producing outfit with 
24 sound-stages at Elstree. In some 
quarters it is being taken seriously, 

Herbert Wilcox denies Williams 
has anything to do with his (Her- 
bert’s) project, which is also to put 
over an Imperial talker idea, Denial] 
comes from the fact Williams is re- 
ferring to his as “Imperial.” 

The Wilcox plan, now being op- 
erated through British & Dominions 
Company and their tie-up with the 
Gramophone Company and Western 
Electric, is to make a history of 
every colory and dominion, from its 
discovery to its part in the late war, 
and then go on to make story fea- 
ture in territory, using the unit for 
the first and historical film as the 
basis for the formation of a perma- 
nent talkie unit in each dominion. 

They intend to start with Aus- 
tralia, follow on with Canada, then 
South Africa, and appear to have 
pretty good semi-official backing in 
all cases. It would not be surpris- 
ing to see this concern go out for 
its own distribution a bit later, es- 
pecially as the company was origi- 
nally formed with that object. 


and 





Coming and Going 
T. Hayes Hunter sailed on the 
“President Roosevelt” May 30, but 
may come back, 
Clive Brook sailed same day, hav- 
(Continued on page 9) 


CHAPLIN STAKES 
SPAIN TO FILM 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Charlie Chaplin will finance the 
production of a picture to be made 
in Spain by Harry d’Arrast and 
Count Edgar Berlanger. Story is to 
have bull fight sequences, 

Idea was suggested by Berlanger, 
with Benjamin Giazer to go over to 
supervise the production. Berlanger 
is attached to the Spanish Em- 
bassy in Washington and has been 
on a leave of absence for almost a 
year trying to get into the picture 
business. Chaplin is to limit the 
cost of the production to $200,000 
and will release it through United 
Artists. 

Sound equipment is being taken 
abroad, with the cast to~ be re- 
cruited on the other side. Chaplin's 
agreement with D’Arrast, Berlanger 
and Glazer is that they are to get 
part salary for their work and 50 
per cent. of Chaplin’s share of the 
profits on distribution. 





HULBERT DEAL OFF 


London, June 11. 

Col, Bromhead, chairman of Gau- 
mont-British, declares there is little 
prospect of a talking picture by that 
company with Jack Hulbert and 
Cicely Courtneidge featured. 

Company chief says negotiations 
to that end were under way some 
time ago. Now it is unlikely that 
the arrangement will be made. 


GERMAN LICENSEES 


Berlin, June 4. 
The 50 special import contingents 
(permits) have been allotted to 22 
firms of the 42 which applied. 
Money taken in for films exported 
in 1927 and 28 reached the astound- 


ing figure of 39,376,000 marks (190 
million dollars). 
Firms and the number of films 


allotted not specified. 








The Tiller Dancing Schools 


of America, Inc. 
64 WEST 74th ST., NEW YORK 
MARY READ, President 
| Phone Endicott 8215-6 
New Classes Now Forming 
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FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 





-_ ———— 


SOUND RESCUES 
KINGSWAY DUD 


London, June 11. 

Weather is cool and showery, 
ideal for the box office, but there is 
nothing very promising in the new 
crop of attractions with the excep- 
tion of “Caprice,” N. Y. Guild play 
at the St. James. 

Business coniinues poor in the 
silent cinemas while the talker bills 
draw a big play. 

Index of the situation is pro- 
vided by Stoll’s picture house, the 
Kingsway which had been doing in- 
differently until it was wired a fort- 
hight ago. Now it is playing to ca- 
pacity. 

A midnight invitation showing of 
“Broadway” (Universal) was given 
at the Carlton. House was filled 
with prominent West Enders and 
pretty much everybody of note in 
show business. Picture was well 
received. 


Army Show Pulls Away 
From London Theatres 


London, June 11. 

Naval and military tournament at 
Olympia last week furnished 
heavy opposition to the theatres. 
As one result the opera season at 
Covent Garden ran into indifferent 
attendance. Draw has been light 
except on star nights. 

Making it worse, the Military Tat- 
too at Aldershot, with stands cap- 
able of seating 100,000 to a per- 
formance was sold out in advance 
for its brief engagement. 

Two musicals which are doing 
good business despite all the handi- 
caps are “Mr. Cinders” and “Love 
Lies,” but throughout show busi- 
ness in the capital a feeling of un- 
stability prevails. 











- Buy Opera Sans Score 





London, June 11. 


Clayton & Waller have purchased 
the rights to Paul Dickey’s musical 
version of “The Broken Wing,” but 
by terms of the transaction they 
get no interest in Percy Wenrich’'s 
score. 

A new score will be written by 
Herbert Clayton and Joe Tunbridge 
for the London presentation. 


MERCHANT SHEIK HERO 


Paris, June 11. 

Theatre Michel has mounted a 
new work, “Bou-Chaib” (sub-title 
“The Carpet Dealer”), by Aime Le- 
fills Gosart and Richard, for what 
it hopes will be a summer run. 
Mild entertainment having to do 
with the experiences of an Arab 
sheik, who comes to Paris in search 
of love adventures. 

Produced by Pierre Aldebert, with 
east including Lerner, Roger Cou- 
tant, Nadine Picard and Moussia. 


BLINDED BY THROWN COINS 


Paris, June 11. 








Henriette Leblonde, ballad singer,, 


who has played all the halls here, 
may lose the sight of one eye at 
least as a result of being struck by 
coins thrown to her in jest. She 
was doing a dramatic number de- 
picting poverty when someone be- 
gan throwing coins as a gag. Others 
joined in, one coin. striking the 
singer’s eye. 


NEGRI DIVORCE FILED 


Paris, June 11. 
Pola Negri has filed a Paris di- 
vorce petition against Prince Serge 
M'Divani. 


Lee Called Back 
London, June 11. 

Lee Shubert has arranged to sail 
back to New York July 3. 

A sudden call from your side is 
said to have changed his visiting 
period over here. Lée usually sticks 
around Europe much longer in the 
summer. 

He got in a week ago. 


Cornelia Skinner’s Solo Show 
London, June 11. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, daughter of 
the American actor, Otis Skinner, 
opened at the St. James here giving 
@ vune-woman entertainment 
Cordially accepted by ~friendly 
audience, 


Paris Shows Current, 
With Grosses, in Francs 





Paris, June 6. 

With the usual period of annual 
closing or shifting of managements 
drawing near, business at the legiti- 
mate houses is on the decline. It is 
anticipated more houses will shut 
than last season. 

Shows now running are “Paris 
qui Charme,” new revue at Casino 
de Paris, with receipts reaching 75,- 
000 frs. Folies Bergere comes next 
on the list with 57,000 frs. Marigny 
revue is attracting 13,000 frs., and 
the Raquel Meller revue at the Pal- 
ace 20,000 frs. 

The Opera, with the Rubinstein 
ballets, collected 35,000 frs. in spite 
of the weak program, while the 
Opera Comique is keeping up to 30,- 
000 with the Argentina ballets, and 
the Comedie Francaise a daily aver- 
age of 24,000 with repertoire. The 
Odeon has kept up to only 7,600 with 
“Tombeau sous l’arc de Triomphe.” 

“Trial of Mary Dugan (Apollo) 
9,100 frs.; “Show Boat” (Chatelet) 
11,000; “Marius” (Theatre de Paris) 
21,000; “Rose-Marie” (Mogador) 12,- 
000; “L’Attache” (Palais Royal) 
6,500; Italian Opera (Theatre des 
Champs Elysees) 20,000; ‘“Topaze” 
(Varietes) 13,000; “The Spider” 
(Avenue) 8,000; “Flossy” (Bouffes) 
9,500; “Melo” (Gymnase), “Ghost 
Train” (Madeleine), “Tip-Toes” 
(Folies Wagram), “Cocu Magni- 
fique” (Michel), “Banco” (Potiniere), 
Ben Johnson's “Volpone” (Atelier 
Montmartre), still about 7,000; 
“L’nstinct” revived (Porte St. Mar- 
tin), “L’Ennemie” (Antoine), “Les 
Egares” (Caumartin), “Vrai proces 
de Jehanne d’Arc” (Arts), 2,000; 
“By Candle Light” (Femina); “Jour- 
ney’s End” (Albert I); “Tne Play’s 
the Thing” (Michodi2re), *‘ Betail 
Humain” (Ambigu); “Elle est a 
vous” ‘Nouveautes), still attracting 
5,000, despite the heat. 


Morley Play Banned 


, London, June 11. 
Christopher Morley’s play, “East 
of Eden,” set for production in Edin- 
burgh this week, has been forbidden 
by the censor. 





Two-House Worries 





London, June 11. 

“New Moon” is about washed up 
at Drury Lane, with house looking 
for a succeeding attraction. 

United Producers Corp., holding 
the Drury Lane, will have another 
house, the new Dominion, nearly 
finished, on its hands shortly. 


WEATHER REPORT 


Paris, June 11. 
Warm weather contiues, accom- 
panied by rain and drizzle day after 
day. American tourists, normally 
Crowding in at this time, are con- 
spicuously absent. 





Washington, June 11. 
Showers and cooler Wednesday 
over western section and Wednes- 
day evening or Thursday morning; 
over eastern section partly cloudy 
and cooler Thursday; mostly fair 
and warmer Friday, 
seattered showers 
Sunday (16). 


Saturday or 


PARIS GETS GERMAN CIRCS 


Paris, June 11. 
Gleich’s German circus pitches 
its tent on Avenue Clichy, Paris, day 
after tomorrow (June 13). 


“Shoeblack” Rights for U. S. 
London, June 11. 
Lee Shubert has obtained Ameri- 
can rights to “The Infinite Shoe- 
black,” current at the Globe with 
Mary Newcomb starred. 


Polly Luce a Bride 
Paris, June 11. 
Polly Lucee, who has just been 
married to Wilfred Toutbeck in 
London, arrived here this morning 
(Tuesday) to see sister Claire, who 
sails tomorrow. 


Francis Maddox Opens 
London, June 11. 
Francis Maddox opened Cafe de 
Paris last night, getting over nicely 
although with attendance slight. 
Morton Downey opens a six-week 
engagement here July 22. 


“Merry Merry” Out 
London, June 11. 
“Merry Merry” exits June 22 at 
@yceum., 
English version of American mu- 





sical ram about six months. 


followed by: 








WILL MAHONEY 


J. E. Mulvaney, in the New York 
“American,” said: “This is the hey- 
dey of hoofers, but it is the highly 
specialized hoofer that Broadway 
demands. He must be subtly funny, 
sympathetically humorous—he must 
sing and tell stories and Will Ma- 
honey is probably the greatest find 
of this kind.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Farce, Two Comedies 
In Berlin Premieres 


Berlin, June 11. 


At the Lessing theatre “I! Am Un- 
faithful Because I Love You,” oper- 
etta with music by Ralph Erwin 
and book adapted from Verneuil’s 
farce “Heads or Tails,” captures 
only part of the quality of its orig- 
inal. 


Work is injured by effort to give 
it a sentimental coloring. Score, by 
the composer of “I Kiss Your Hand, 
Madame,” is for the most part trivi- 
al. Looks like a moderate success. 

“Disturbance” at the State Play- 
house by Hans Meisel is revealed as 
a comedy without much plot, but 
full of interesting types of middle 
class Germany. Setting is in a 
boarding house and play has been 
brilliantly directed by Fritz Engel 
and played by a splendid cast. 


“The Barker of Rosslagen” by 
Bruno Wellenkamp at the Schiller 
theatre is a German small town 
comedy about a barber who estab- 
lishes a high class shop on money 
received as_ settlement for the 
crippling of his daughter by an 
auto. He suffers pangs of consci- 
ence, gives his shop to the munici- 
pality and receives a high public 
position. Typically German in heavy 
humor. 











JOSEPHINE BAKER AGAIN 


South America Hoots Colored 
Dancer Same as Europe Did 
Buenos Aires, June 11. 

Josephine Baker, colored Ameri- 
can wriggle dancer, started a riot 
here, just as she did in several 
European countries, when she made 
her public appearance. Colored 
girl’s reported marriage to an Ital- 
ian count is held responsible for 
public hostility. 

Audience here stampeded upon her 
appearance Thursday (June 6) and 
a general fight developed all over 
the auditorium. Police brought 
order out of the jam after the show 
had been suspended. After a num- 
ber of arrests had been made, the 
performance went on. 

Colored girl was driven to South 
America after being expelled from 
several of the European countries. 
She got her first and biggest start 
in Paris long ago. 


INDICATIVE TITLE 
London, June 11, 

Another of the interminable series 
of comedies in which a couple hav- 
ing lived together for a time de- 
cided to become legally wed, is 
“Let’s Leave It at That.” Looks like 
the public will. 

Opened last night at the Queen’s. 





BUGS’ TITLE 





Hearing Will Mahoney and 
sill Demarest were engaged 
for the Carroll new show, and 
that it had had no title, Bugs 
said: 

“Probably will be 
‘Pratt Falls of 1929.” 


| o 


called 
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Guild Play and Star 
Acclaimed by London) 


London, June Il. 
“Caprice” opening at the St. 
James, was wildly received by a 
premiere audience of remarkable 
enthusiasm and by the newspaper 
Commentators in a similar spirit. 
Newspapers particutarty laud Lynn 


Fontanne as an actress of unusual 


| distinction. 


Patriotic considerations may enter 
into this estimate. Alfred Lunt who 
is really the artist of the cast is 
dismissed with casual mention 
among the rest of the players, all 
of whom are commended. 

“The Devil in the Cheese” at the 
Comedy has all the appearance of 
a prompt flop. 

Gracie Fields in “The Show’s the 
Thing” at the Victoria Palace in- 
sures a good measure of success. 
Star is a magnet of first importance 
particularly at this house where 
she has appeared many times in 
vaudeville. Attraction looks like 
money for a moderate run. 

At the Little theatre “Because of 


Irene” opened the middle of the 
week. Piece by Michael Morton and 
his step-son was promised as a 


thriller, but turned out to be a 
comedy well received by a friendly 
audience. Despite which it is not 
a commercial play. 

Passing from recent openings to 
plays promised for the near future, 
Cc. B. Cochran is producing a new 
Galsworthy piece, “Exiled” at 
Wyndham’s June 19, with Mabel 
Russell, member of Parliament, re- 
turning to the stage to play the 
leading role. 


LEADERS SWITCH | 


London, June 11. 
John Russeil, formerly leader at 
Shepherd's Bush, has taken the post 
of Horace Sheldon as leader at the 
Alhambra orchestra. Sheldon is go- 
ing to Australia for the William- 
sons. 


“SHOW BOAT” RUN ENDS 


Paris, June 11. 
“Show Boat” was withdrawn from 
the Chatelet last Monday. House 
closes until Aug. 3 when a revival 
of “Around the World in 80 Days” 
will be staged. 


Dillingham’s Okay 
London, June 11. 

Charles Dillingham has given 
“Mister Cinders” the o. 0. and has 
okayed it for the U. S. A. 

It will be done in New York about 
next February following the Lon- 
don run, Dillingham wants a 
couple of the English principals for 
American production. 


SAILINGS 


June 21 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. W. P. Dodge (Paris). 

June 19 (Honolulu to San Fran- 
cisco): Mr, and Mrs. Jack Mulhall 
(Malolo). 

June 17 (New York to Germany), 
Camilla Horn (Columbus). 

June 15 (Honolulu to Los An- 
geles): Galla-Curci and party (City 
of Honolulu). 

June 14 (New York fo London), 
Eddie Elkins and orchestra (Ho- 
meric). 

June 13 (London to New York): 
Jack Lee (Washington). 

June 13 (London to New York): 
Phil Arnold, Chas. Wilson (Amer- 
ica. 

June 12 (Paris to New York): 
Claire Luce (Ile de France). 

July 10 (New York to Paris): 
Carl Laemmle, Stanley Bergerman 
(Majestic). ‘ 

June 8 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ryan (Olympic). 

June 8 (London to New York), 
Sir George Tallis, Moddenatore, 
Giovanni Martinelli, Maestro Salva- 
tore Fucito, Prof. Gino Castro 
(Aquitania). 

June 8 (New York to London), 
I'rieda Hempel (Olympic). 

June 8 (New York to Liverpool), 
Frieda Inescort (Albertic). 

June 7 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim O'Donnell 
(Homeric). 

June 7 (New York to Palestine): 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Inselbuch 
(Vulcania). 
June 7 (New York to London), 


H. T. Parker (Arabic). 

June 7 (New York to London), 
Joe Brandt (Olympic) 

June 6 (New York to Paris), Lu- 
cille La Verne and “Sun-Up” (Co. 
(Paris). 

June 6 (New York to Harve): 
Annette Kellerman, Florence Parr- 
Gare, Suzanna Gaubet (DeGrasse). 

Jurfe 5 (New York to London): 
Fanny Ward (Berengaria). 





$1,150,000 FOR 
DALY'S REFUSED 


London, June 11. 
Edward Laurillard acting for a 
syndicate offered $1,000,000 for 


Daly's theatre and raised that ten- 
der to $1,150,000. Proposal was to 
convert the famous house into a 
sound picture house, 

Operators stood ready to spend 
another $600,000 on altering the 
place to meet*the new use. All pro- 
posals to sell were declined firmly. 


Astaires Held Abroad, 
While U. S. Dates Wait 


London, June 11. 


Arrangements are pending to 
move the Astaires in “Funny Face” 
to another London house, due to the 
engagement of the Winter Garden 
for another attraction. 

The Astaires themselves are an- 
xious to close in order to meet cer- 
tain commitments they have made 
for America. English management, 
however, holds option on their ser- 
vices until receipts fall below $15,- 
000. This has not happened once 
during the slump that has cut down 
attraction after attraction. 

It now looks as though “Funny 
Face” will run through August. 


Australian Air Combine 
Sydney, June 11. 
Union Theatres, Fullers and the 
Albert properties have entered into 
a combination for the purpose of 
obtaining by contract an adequate 
supply of radio program material. 


Deal covers all Australia and is 
operative for a term of three years. 








BABE EGAN REPEATS 


London, June 11. 

Babe Egan and the Hollywood 
Ieedheads who were featured at the 
Kit Cat Club for two weeks this 
month, doubling from vaudeville, 
have been booked for a three-week 
return to the same establishment 
in July. 


BENEFIT FOR VETERAN 


Paris, June 11. 

‘Paul Franck, former manager of 
the Olympia, is organizing a bene- 
fit performance at the Empire in 
behalf of Sherry, who for 20 years 
was stage manager of the Olympia, 
and who has been in destitute cir- 
cumstances since that house closed, 





“GOD’S CHILLUN” SET 


Vondon, June 11. 

“All God's ChNlun Got Wings” 
opens June 17 at the Court. , 

Frank Wilson, who played name 
part in “Porgy” here, will have the 
lead in the O'Neil piece. Both plays 
are of ,the New York Theatre Guild 
repertoire, 


“Redheads” in Berlin 
London, June 11. 
“Hollywood Redheads,” Ameri- 
can girl band, has been booked for 








the Winter Garden, Berlin, for 

August. 
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Los Angeles, June 9. 


With Equity refusing to give out a list of its members either 
under contract or free-lancing in films the following names are be- 
lieved to be an approximate summary of Equity members now in 


pictures. 


Maurice Chevalier 
Moran and Mack 
Baclanova 

Nancy Carroll 
Ruth Chatterton 
Fay Francis 
Leone Lane 
Mary Eaton 
Chester Conklin 


George Jessel 
Edmund Lowe 
Paul Muni 

J. Harold Murray 
Will Rogers 
Mary Duncan 
Norma Terris 
Lenore Ulric 
Frank Albertson 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Paul Page 
Lennox Pawle 


John Boles 
Katherine Crawford 


Joan Crawford 
Marion Davies 
Duncan Sisters 
George K, Arthur 
George Barraud 
Lionel Barrymore 
Charles Bickford 
Mary Doran 

Cliff Edwards 
Raymond Hackett 


Richard 'Barthelmess 
Milton Sills 
Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. 


John Barrymore 
Pauline Frederick 
BE. E. Horton 
George Arliss 


Robert Armstrong 
Stanley Smith 
Russell Gleason 
Ina Claire 


Raymond Maurel 
Ann Greenway 
Bebe Daniels 


Ronald Coleman 
Ralph Graves 


William Janney 
Henry Kolker 
Lee Moran 
Benny Rubin 
Florence Oakley 
Evangeline Russell 
Carrie Harrison 
Herbert Prior 
Kate Price 
Mack Swain 
Ruth Taylor 
Conway Tearle 
H. B. Walthall 
Kenneth Duncan 
Norma Drew 
Kenneth Harlan 
George Barnes 
Jerry Coe 
Claude King 
Nataline Warfield 
Jane Laurel 
Helene Millard 
Doris Brownlae 
Marjorie Warfield 
Nita Cavalier 
Laska Winter 
Doris Kemper 
Eulelie Jensen 
Grace Goudal 
Marion Lord 
Fairbanks Twins 
Brox Sisters 
Winnie Lightner 
Julia S. Gordon 
Mary Foy 
Maude T. Gordon 
Maude Truax 
Edythe Chapman 
Percy Haswell 
Blanche Friederici 
Elsie Bishop 
Madge Hunt 
Virginia Sales 
May Boley 
Skeets Gallagher 
Mary Alden 
Barbara Bedford 
Mathew Betz 
Gladys Brockwell 
Nigel DeBrulier 
Ralph Emerson 
Alphonz Ethier 
James Finlayson 
Huntley Gordon 
Otto Lederer 
Tom McGuire 
Donald Mackenzie 
Frank Wills 
Clarence Geldert 
Harry Burkardt 


Seep rare RT moe > meen 


Paramount 
Esther Ralston 
Denis King 
Jean Herscholt 
Clive Brooks 
Lawford Davidson 
James Hall 
Oo. P. Heggie 
Frederic March 


Fox 

David Percy 
Joe Wagstaff 
Lee Tracy 
Dorothy Burgess 
Helen Chandler 
John Breeden 
El Brendel 
Bobbie Burns 
Walter Catlett 
Owen Davis, Jr. 
Charles Eaton 
Gavin Gordon 

Universal 
Reginald Denny 
Robert Ellis 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer. 


Lewis Stone 


-Ernest Torrence 


Kay Johnson 
Carlotta King 
Charles King 
George Marion 
Robert Montgomery 
Conrad Nagel 
Elliott Nugent 
J. C. Nugent 
First National 
Marilyn Miller 
Irene Bordoni 
Jack Buchanan 
Warner Brothers 
Sophie Tucker 
Ted Lewis 
Bert Lytell 
Thomas Mann 
Pathe 
Herbert Clark 
Ann Harding 
James Gleason 
Lucille Gleason 
Radio 
Rod LaRocque 
Olive Borden 
Dorothy Lee _ 
United Artists 
Fannie Brice 
Columbia 
Belle Baker 
Freelance 
Lawrence LeBond 
D. J. Flanagan 
Emmett King 
Robert Dudley 
Wilfred North 
John Beck 
Effie Guenste 
G. E. Stone 
John Arthur 
Max Davidson 
Joe E. Brown 
W. A. Orlamoud 
Carmel Myers 
Margaret Livingston 
Tommy Dugan 
Lina Basquette 
Judith Vosseili 
Sylvia Breamer 
Blanche Mehaffey 
Trixie Friganza 
Helen J. Eddy 
Natalie Moorehead 
Doris Lloyd 
Lisha March 
Katherine Dale Owen 
Alma Bennett 
Nita Martan 
Marion Burns 
Clara Vefdera 
Nita LaRoy 
Ed Cassidy 
Al Hill 
Joan Bennett 
UV. L. Thorne 
Harvey Clarke 
Ch. E, Evans 
Ch. H. Mails 
Tom Ricketts 
Wm. Worthington 
Dan Mason 
Paul McCallister 
Arthur Hoyt 
‘Tom Wilson 
Lewis Payne 
Michael Visaroff 
Chappell Dossett 
Robert E, O’Connor 
Roderick O'Farrell 
Charles French 
Sidney Toler 
Elmer Villard 
DeWitt Jennings 
James Neill 
Joseph W. Girard 
Oscar Apfel 
Knute Erickson 
Fred Burt 
Richard Carlyle 
Michael Mark 
Alfred Fisher 


Jack Oakie 
William Powell 
Hal Skelly 
Richard Arlen 
Rigis Toomey 
Lillian Roth 
Richard Arlen 
Buddy Rogers 


Warren Hymer 
Richard Keene 
George Macfarlane 
Margaret Churchill 
Sylvia Fields 
Charlotte Henry 
Lola Lane 

Helen Twelvetrees 
Warner Baxter 
Clarke Silvernail 
Charles Farrell 
Donald Gallagher 


Mary Nolan 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Glenn Tryon 


Robert Holbrook 
Basil Rathbone 
Dorothy Sebastian 
Jack Benny 

Lon Chaney 

John Gilbért 
William Haines 
Fred Niblo 
Ramon Novarro 


Eddie Buzzell 
Lois Wilson 


H. B. Warner 
Grant Withers 
Charlotte Greenwood 


Constance Bennett 
Morton Downey 
Harry Bannister 


Bert Wheeler 
Bob Woolsey 


Bobby Watson 


Harry Stubbs 
Mauriee Black 
W. H. Turner 
Robert Wilbur 
W. H. Tooker 
Herbert Burston 
E. H. Calvert 
Chester Morris 
John Wray 
Jason Robards 
Warner Richmond 
Donald Keith 

J. B. Litel 
Dennis D’Auburn 
Halsom Battley 
Ray Gallagher 
Ed Hern 
Cosmo Bellew 
Carl Dial 
Crawford Kent 
Carl. Miller 
Allan Birmingham 
Fairfax Burger 
Cleve Moore 
Ben Hall 

Ben Lyon 

Ben Alexander 
Hall Fix 

Carlo Schipa 
Milton Holmes 
Bobby Jackson 
Joe Crespo 
Irving L. Rose 
Robert Jewett 
Ernest Hilliard 
Frank Leigh 
Harry Cording 
Robert Travers 
Edward Peil 
Floyd Ames 
Richard R. Neil 
Richard Davidson 
Harry Mestayer 
Ben Hewlett 
Robert Holmans 
Earl M. Pingree 
George Sidney 
Ben Bard 
Helen Ware 
Margaret Fielding 
Ruth Donnelly 


Flora Bromley 
Barton Hepburn 
Cyril Chadwick 
Roscoe Karns 
Paul Hurst 
victor Potei 
Harrison Ford 


Ceorge Barringer 
Robert Edeson 
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Power of Attorney 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Equity headquarters claims 
that Arthur Landau, agent, 
forced all players under con- 
tract to him to give him power 
of attorney and authorize his 
signing with producers on the 
Academy standard form con- 
tract. 

It is asserted that Landau 
pointed out to his players that 
as he was not an Equity mem- 
ber and they would not be 
punished by his signing the 
standard contract. However, 
Equity claims that contracts 
signed by Landau in this way 
would be invalid, the conten- 
tion being the actor is respon- 
sible for the actions of his 
agent. 

Equity says it will refuse to 
recognize such contracts, as 
notice was sent to all agents 
not to sign actors on any other 
form but the Equity minimum 
contract. Equity officials say 
notice will be served on the 
producers if they resort to the 
Landau method of obtaining 
Equity people illegally. Organ- 
ization says the studios will be 
faced with the possibility of 
actors repudiating their con- 


tracts if they don’t want 
Equity to inflict penalties upon 
them for disobedience. i 











Murdock’s Opinion 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
J. J. Murdock, who leaves for 
New York Thursday, stated he is 
convinced the producers will stick 
together in the Equity trouble. 
Murdock said “he believes that 
Equity is showing the studios that 
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Equity in N. Y. and on Coast by 
Itself; Asked Nothing of Unions 





So that no confliction between 
the east and west arise Equity in 
its proposal to establish an Equity 
closed shop in talker production, all 


west coast work is under Frank 
Gillmore’s directron whhte tne east 
has been assigned to Paul Dulzell. 

Gillmore will continue as the 
main Equity spokesman. His pres- 
ence on the west coast resulted in 
the New York end being given Mr. 
Dulzell. 

As matters stood up to yesterday 
(Tuesday) Equity has not com- 
municated with any of the union 
trades craft asking for sympathetic 
resolutions or that any call out any 
of their members through the con- 
troversial battle now on. There is 
no strike yet by Equity and may 
not be any, but Equity, it is stated. 
is preparing to enforce its an- 
nounced “closed shop” plan for the 
picture members. 

At the I. A, and A. F. of M. head- 

quarters in New York nothing had 
been heard officially from Equity. 
Their only knowledge of the Equity 
condition was known through pub- 
lished reports. . 
Equity apparently is first going 
to give its entire back to the fight 
and endeavor to win without any of 
the associated trades’ support. 


Musicians’ Gries 


Right now the musicians have 
plenty of grief among their vast 
army of unemployed, a condition 
that was made all the worse when 
the sound film and talkers threw 
hundreds of union musickers out of 
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they don’t need eastern actors. 


J. J. Murdock was the main di- 
rector for big time vaud in its two 
successful struggles against strikes 
by the White Rats years ago. 


work. 





On the west coast the IA. has 
been struggling hard to effect a 
complete unionization with more 
progress reported last season, than 
in any other previous period. 
It is generally known that the LA. 
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Hal Cooley 
Holmes Herbert 
Tom Moore 

Matt Moore 

Owen Moore 

Jan Keith 

Michael Vavitch 
George Duryea 
Ed Martindal 

Sam DeGrasse 
‘Harry Green 
Kenneth Thompson 
Bryant Washburn 
Franklin Pangborn 
Charles Middleton 
John Davidson 
Lionel Belmore 
Allan Conner 
Dean Jager 

Robert Harris 
John Loder 

King Kennedy 
Rudolph Schildkraut 
Lilyan Tashman 
Mitchell Lewis 
Hobart Bosworth 
Doris Kenyon 
Montague Love 
Daphne Pollard 
Brandon Hurst 
Joseph Cawthorne 
Ned Sparks 

Sam Hardy 

Patsy Ruth Miller 
George Fawcett 
Pat Somerset 
Nancy Welford 
William Collier, Jr. 
Armand Kaliz 
Lawrence Grant 
Lewis Brennison 
Vernon Styles 
Arthur Rankin 
Phillips Smalley 
Olive Tell 

Marion Lord 

Jane Winton 
Edmund Breese 
Wilbur Mack 
Nance O’Neill 

Roy D’Arcy 
Richard Carle 
Walter Pidgeon 
Wheeler Oakman 
Tyler Brooke 
‘ireta Granstead 
Arthur Housman 
Barbara Leonard 
Fritzi Ridgeway 
Charlotte Walker 
Theodore Von Eltz 
frank Reicher 
Walter Houston 
Lupino Lane 
Richard Tucker 
Anders Randolph 
Billie Rhodes 
Brooks Benedict 
Robert Milasch 
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Joseph Farley 


caminathdie ovine tree 


Maurice Black 
Marty Faust 

Don Douglas 
Marjorie Kane 
Leo Carrillo 
Lucille Powers 
Fanchon Frankel 
Kate Campbell 
Walter Percival 
Paul Nicholson 
Anna Nicholson 
Eddie Gribbon 
Johnny Morris 
Judy King 
Antonio Mareno 
Boris Karloff 
Anita Stewart 
Anita Garvin 
Ann Brody 

Ruth Cherrington 
Rita Carew 
Leroy Mason 

¥F. X. Bushman, Jr. 
Helen Ferguson 
Jobyna Ralston 
Harry Cording 
William Holden 
James Kirkwood 
Jack Pickford 
Ford Sterling 
Blanche Sweet 
John Reinhardt 
Fred Mackaye 
Philip Strange 
Purnell Pratt 
Harry Stubbs 
Forrest Stanley 
Ed Dearing 
Richard Cramer 
James Crane 
Reginald Sheffield 
Frederic Howard 
Vernon Kelso 
Emerson Treacy 
Henry Crosby 
Madeline Seymour 
James Gordon 
John Gordon 
Stanley Mack 
Evelyn Hall 
Kathleen Clifford 
EFleanvur Boardman 
Aileen Pringle 
Renee Adoree 
Effie Ellsler 
William Walling 
Richard Walling 
Ralph Lewis 
Vera Lewis 
Wynham Standing 
Creighton Hale 
John Bowers 
James Spottswood 
John Miljan 
Ralph Forbes 
Walter Merrill 
Montarene Shaw 
Reginald Dandy 


Don Woods 
Carlyle Moore, Jr. 
Barrett Greenwood 
Kenneth Treseder 
F. Schumann-Heink 
Westcott B. Clarke 
Theodore Lorch 
Richard Alexander 
Frank Frye 
Demetrios Alexis 
Jay Hunt 
Clarence Geldert 
Bert Roach 
Pauline Garon 
Viola Dana 

Marg. De La Motte 
Virginia Pearson 
Sheldon Lewis 
Florence Oakley 
Marie Wells 
Helen Bolton 
Jessie Arnold 
Doris Phillips 
Charlotte Stevens 
Marie Shotwell 
Doris Kemper 
Mary Emery 

Ann Warrington 
Rose E, Tapley 
Anne Schaefer 
Ricca Allen 

Fan Bourke 
Edwards Davis 
Claude Gillingwater 
Gaston Glass 
Robert T. Haines 
Bela Lugosi 
Robert McWade 
Charles “Chic” Sale 
Jack Chafee 

Earle Foxe 
Cornelius Keefe 
Walter Long 
Barbara Ludiy 
David Callis 
Frank Fay 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Ruth Golden 
Irving Mitchell 
Helen Brooks 
Junior Blanc 
Herbert Hayes 
George Barnes 
Jack Raymond 
Tony Merlo 

Hank Mann 

Fritz Feld 

Billy Gould 

Helen Chadwick 
Lila Lee 

May McAvoy 
Irene Rich 

Ethel G. Terry 
Walter Hiers 
Lloyd Hughes 
Belle Bennett 
Taonise Dresser 
George Fawcett 


Cameron Prud’homme Alice Joyce 
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and A.F, of M. have an interlocking 
agreement covering strikes. No 
understood agreement has ever been 
obtained by Equity, despite the vol< 
untary action of the unions in giv. 
ing support to the actors in 1919. 

Equity claims that the relations 
of all these unions is just as friend. 
ly today as they were 10 years ago 
but that Equity is not calling on 
them as yet for help. All this an- 
ticipatory walking out by other 
unions is considered premature ag 
Equity hasn't decreed a strike 
though there is talk of one receiving 
impetus daily. 

Equity Endorsed 

Equity regarded the regular com. 
munication that the A.F. of L. is- 
sued last week with unusual signif- 
icance, it is said. On the clip sheet 
of the parent body of organized 
labor in the U.S. was a strong en- 
dorsement of Equity'’s stand in the 
present sound film and talker mat- 
ter. 

Contrary to belief the A.F. of L, 
Federation does not call a strike, 
It may advise the unions what to do 
under the circumstances, but a 
strike occurs only on the direct re- 
quest of one union to the others. 

Under Equity’s provision the 
Actors’ Council must make a re- 
quest or authorize its officers to 
make a request for outside help. 


Legal Debates Start 
On Equity Contract 


Les Angeles, June 11, 

Inevitable legal argument cone 
cerning the validity of the Equity 
contract for talking pictures arose 
almost immediately in she Coast 
squabble. After inspecting the con- 
tract, Everett Mills, attorney for 
Paramount, expressed the opinion 


that the Equity document is defec- 
tive in several points, particularly 
Sections E and V of the Rules. Sec- 
tion E reads: 


“The producer may terminate 
this contract prior to performance 
by the actor by written notice 
given at least 14 days prior to date 
stated in 3 (a) by simultaneously 
with the giving of said notice paye 
ing the actor full salary for one- 
half the guaranteed period which 
shall be at least one week's salary.” 

It is Mills’ opinion that this is a 

clear case of stipulated damages in 
a contract, or, in other Words, proe- 
viding for a specific penalty for 
breach of contract before such 
breach exists. This, Mills says, is 
contrary to the Civil Code of Calie 
fornia and renders the contract in- 
valid on this point. He bases his 
opinion on Sections 1670 and 1671 
of the Civil Code. 
Equity is prepared to stand on 
the legality of the contract, Frank 
Gillmore states. He said the first 
draft of the contract was made by 
himself, Isidore B. Kornblum, 
Equity attorney in Los Angeles, and 
Harry Munns, Equity counsel in 
Chicago. Preliminary draft was 
made in Los Angeles. It was then 
taken to New York, where the legal 
staff of Equity, together with 
Munns, spent several weeks in 
bringing it to its present form. 
After the final draft was made it 
was submitted to the Equity coun- 
cil, which approved it. 











Berg’s All-Equity List 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


Phil Berg, casting agent, says he 
is staying away from the studios 
because all actors under his man- 
agement are Equity. 

He doesn’t want to embarrass 
them by offering them the standard 
contract, he claims. 





Hays’ Usual Trip 


Will Hays is sticking to schedule 
on Hollywood trips. Four a year is 
enough, he figures, aid accordingly 
will not board the train until July, 
when the next is due. 

This, it is said at his headquarters, 
regardless of what lines the Equity 
contentions mav take on westward 
in the meantime. 





Phone service still open 
observe. 


Haysites 
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Hays Members See No Chance for 
Equity—) Years in Films for Legit 
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Film producer’ members of the 
Hays organization see no success 
‘of Equity’s attempt to organize the 
“actors of the film industry, They 
claim Equity, itself, has permitted 
a loophole. 

By okaying the film form of con- 
tract antedating June 56, Equity is 
sanctioning what amounts to the 


_‘eream of the legit field working 


under film conditions in contracts 
with options that will retain them 


in Equity’s good graces for as many 
years as the producer sees fit to 
avail himself of these optional 
rights. 


Equity’s plan to climax the fight 
for Hollywood organization by 
permanently banishing from the 
legit stage members who now start 
work in film studios under non- 
Equity conditions is being already 
met with retaliation by some film 
companies. One of these expects to 
sign a well known legit star within 
the week to the film formula, the 
inducement being a guarantee of 
five years in pictures. This induce- 
ment, they believe, will serve to 
counteract the bludgeon of a lim- 
ited non-Equity career in films at 
the sacrifice of ever being able 
to reappear before Equity’s foot- 
lights. 


That Equity is pulling an upside- 
down on the old actors’ strike in its 
‘latest campaign is also voiced in the 
‘Hays headquarters. There they now 
blame Equity for killing one-night 
stands by setting unions in until 
scales were boosted to the point 
where former profits in the take 
were eaten by raises. 


The Actor the Last 


The lesser performers in pictures 
will suffer similarly, a MHaysite 
claims. He credits Equity with the 
mistake by organizing labor in Hol- 
lywood and making its stand in the 
open for the actor its last move. 


Now in picture production with 
cameramen organized and some 
scaled to $200 a week, standard sal- 
aries will be figured first in the 
budget and after that compensa- 
tion for the filler in the cast will 
be gauged, he said. 


Film conditions for the actor are 
far better than those in the legit 
field, the Hays office declares. On 
the average, hours are considered 
fairer in the studio and the re- 
muneration greater in that there is 
no time wasted in free rehearsals. 

“Look at Broadway and you will 
see the passing of the stage,” an- 
other Haysite summed up a long 
list of contentions against Equity. 
As to names he stated: 


“Capable legit people get a name 
in couple of good plays. A film 
actor can become known in as many 
pictures. Figure this out: What 
name means the most in the lights, 
Jeanne Eagels or Mary Pickford?’ 


Beery and Costello's 
Corner Talk Session 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


Soap box session conducted last 
night by Noah Beery and Maurice 
Costello at corner of Hollywood 
boulevard and Cahuenga avenue, 
Hollywood, was the first local evi- 
dence of actors participating in the 
Equity agitation for closed shop. 
Neither of the two speechmakers 
has been engaged in picture work 
by a major company for some time. 

Beery, from the box, was particu- 
larly vehement in his denunciation 
of Warner Bros., claiming Warners 
hired 15 extras recently, worked 
them all day, sent them out for 
supper, and then ordered them back 
to work all night. Beery stated he 
refused to be treated in that man- 
ner and walked off the set. 

Beery is said to be immensely 
wealthy. The extras who were not 
SO wealthy remained on the set. 

Costello's public contention was 
that actors are being abused out 











Use Around 700 Screen 
Credit Players at Peak 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

With production at its peak 
it is figured by producers that 
about 700 screen credit play- 
ers are used in picture mak- 
ing. When production is at 
low ebb about 150 to 200 play- 
ers are on the payrolls, most 
being contract people. At the 
present time it is figured that 
about 500 players will be re- 
quired for important parts to 
get out the productions 
planned. 

Besides these, another three 
to four hundred woul! be re- 
quired for parts who do not 
get screen credit. An average 
of around 600 a day would be 
used for ensembles and atmos- 
phere, the latter groyp ob- 
tained through the Central 
Casting Bureau. 


Talker Closed Shop 
Talk Around Equity 
N. Y. Headquarters 


Although picture producing heads 
here were reputed to have declared 
themselves firmly opposed to Equity 
Shop in the talking picture field, 
there was little reaction in New 
York to Equity’s sudden movVe last 
week in declaring that starting June 
5 casts for talkers must be 100 per 


cent. Equity and must be engaged 
under conditions set forth in a 
new minimum contract. 

No ballyhoo around Equity’s of- 
fices since there is no strike sit- 
uation at this time. Little or no 
conflict with producers is expected 
for another two months, it is said, 
since most of the pictures being 
started had the casts engaged prior 
to the date Equity declared itself. 

Equity’s reports from Los An- 
geles were to~the effect that the 
local papers at first gave the topic 
less attention than expected. Other 
news events such as the Shriner 
convention and a couple of mur- 
ders occupied the front page. 

Not over 150 members made in- 
quiries at Equity’s headquarters as 
to the Equity Shop move. Included 
were 70 players with contracts to 
be looked over. Apparently that 
is the total among legit actors who 
are engaged in talkers in the East. 
Equity officials seemed surprised 
that more talkers were not being 
made in the New York district. In- 
vestigation showed that such ac- 
tivity was confined principally to 
shorts. 

















Legits Pleased 


Eastern picture executives are 
letting the western officials handle 
the situation. The producers of 
“over my dead body” attitude did 
not seem to impress the Equity 
people. 

As far as the legit producers are 
concerned, they seem highly pleas- 
ed at the Equity Shop for talkers 
move, feeling it would help them to 
hold players under contract. 

In reply to Lionel Barrymore’s 
statement Monday that Equity was 
attempting “a major operation” for 
injustices which do not exist, it was 
stated that the Equity Shop move 
might not interest picture stars 
whose high salaries precluded in- 
justices but that protection for the 
general run of actors was aimed 
|for. Barrymore stated that the 
claim of long hours required in stu- 
dios was exaggerated and that play- 
ers had nlentv of time on their 
hands during production for which 
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TUDIO MATTE 


Opposing Forces on Coast 


PRODUCERS WILL 
FIGHT DEMANDS 


Free-Lance Film Actors 
Want Equity — Recently 
Arrived New Yorkers Un- 
certain and Dodging, Due 
to Contracts Already 
Signed—Studio Says Will 

_ Release Those Wanting 
to Go Home—L. A. Press 
Against Screen Players 
Organizing — Producers- 
Union Agreements Have 
3 Years to Run—Film 
Execs Feel Issue Personal 


Matter With Gillmore 
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SCREEN NAMES IN PLAYS 





Los Angeles, June ll. - 


On the day (June 5) that Frank 
Gillmore flashed his paper demand- 
ing Equity shop and Equity con- 
tracts in pictures, the Association 
of Motion Picture Producers and 
two of the larger independents, 
Tiffany-Stah!l and Columbia, called 
a meeting which ran into the small 
hours at which the producers de- 
cided they would resist all efforts 
to unionize the film actor. Although 
on past labor matters the produc- 
ers have been known to change 
their attitude, in this instance they 
insist through their president, Ce- 
cil B. DeMille, that they will fight, 
and in unison, 


Reply of the producers was brief 
and directed to the press, not 
Equity. It stated that the studios 
would continue to engage artists 
only under that standard form of 
contract prepared and approved by 
representatives of both producers 
and picture actors before the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences and that they (the pro- 
ducers) will not stand to be re- 
stricted on the source of their tal- 
ent. The producers hold that they 
have no dispute with Equity and 
that as far as they are concerned 
it seemed to be a personal affair 
with Gillmore. ° 


Confused and Patriotic 


There doesn’t seem to be much 
doubt that the recently arrived 
New York actor is confused. All 
would like to see the producers and 
Equity get together on an amicable 
basis. On the other hand, the pa- 
triots are already carrying the 
torch for Equity and the free lance 
actors who have been in Hollywood 
for years are practically solid for 
Equity’s entrance into pictures. 
However, some of the eastern con- 
tingent are just coasting along be- 
cause they. have @ne picture or op- 
tional contracts agreed upon prior 
to June 5, which exempts them 
from the turmoil for a while. The 
big salaried stage actors’ problem 
appears to be whether or not to 
take the gamble of clicking in pic- 
tures and forsaking the legit stage 
because of the money, national and 
international publicity. A few see 
no necessity for Equity in Holly- 
wood. 

Gillmore has declared that there 
are 2,800 Equity members now on 
the Coast. He further says that, 
although they may not all be up in 
their dues they are still members of 
the organization and that under no 
circumstances will their resigna- 
tions be accepted at this time. He 
states that all resignations must be 
forwarded to the council in New 
York and that that body has in- 
structions from him not to accept 
a resignation durirg the present 
emergency. This is to stop film 
Equity members from resigning to 
accept long term 
| ere during the current situa- 
tion. 

Gillmore maintains that on the 
two days following his mandate at 
jleast 12 Equity members refused 
contracts trom 
two of these people were players of 
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Silently for 


Offense and Defense Ends 





Studios Tell Casters to 
Hold Off in New York 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Legit actors from the east 
have an edge over the screen 
actors at present if the east- 
erners fit parts and _ types. 
About 300 have been imported 
from the Atlantic coast during 
the past six months, and it is 
understood that negotiations 
will bring another 300 or so 
here during the early part of 
July. 

It is reported that the New 
York casters for the studios 
have been instructed to hold in 
abeyance any deals’ with 
Equity members until a plan 
is decided upon by the pro- 
ducers as a body. Picture men 
feel that they can cast, if nec- 
essary, sufficiently for pictures 
out here with non-Equity ac- 
tors. They maintain that the 
regular picture actors have 
learned to talk during the past 
year, and that a_ sufficient 
number could be obtained to 
properly assemble a cast for 
satisfactory product. 














high rank. He mentions no names. 
Also during these two days, he de- 
clares that 112 applications came in 
for membership. 
Contract Situation 

In a statement to Variety Gill- 
more said that the weakness of 
Equity in its present position is the 
peculiar film contract’ situation 
which exists. This is that so many 
people are under contract on an op- 
tion basis. He declares that where- 
ever these contracts are legal Equity 
can make no move to force these 
players to enter the Equity agree- 
ment regardless of how many op- 
tions are taken up. He admits that 
due to this contingency the battle 
will be harder and possibly a little 
longer, as Equity has no immediate 
jurisdiction over the higher salaried 
principals under contract to stu- 
dios. ® 


Further comment by Gillmore is 
that since his arrival he has been 
informed that some Equity mem- 
bers in arrears have stated that 
they are free to accept studio con- 
tracts because of this delinquency. 
First such instance is the case of 
John Davidson, who signed a con- 
tract with M-G-M the day after the 
Equity edict for a part in “The 
Thirteenth Chair.” Davidson, ac- 
cording to Gillmore, feels he had 
a right to sign because he was not 
in good standing. Gillmore main- 
tains that the actor is wrong and 
his case will be taken up in the 
immediate future. 


With respect to the new contract, 
Gillmore says considerable confu- 
sion exists among day workers and 
bit players. This is because. the 
new contract consistently refers to 
weekly salary and due to day work- 
ers being under the impression they 
are exempt from Equity eligibility. 
Gillmore states this is not so, and 
that the contract mailed out was 
simply a minimum agreement sym- 
bolizing all of Equity’s picture con- 
tracts. He declares that special 
contracts will be available early 
this week applying directly to day 
and bit players, and that propor- 
tionately, according to the length 
of work, these contracts will have 
exactly the same provisions as has 
the minimum weekly contract. 


It was stated at Equity head- 
quarters that a number of featured 
players, such as George Arliss, John 
3arrymore and Corinne Griffith, all 
Equity members, have clauses in 
their contracts which give them the 
right of refusal of members of their 
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Los Angeles, June 11, 


Preparations by Equity and the 
film producers are going silently 
forwagd here, with the air buzzing 
with all sorts of reports and 
rumors concerning the various 
methods of offense and defense. 

A secret meeting between Frank 
Gillmore, of Equity, and the busi- 
ness agents of the various studio 
and theatrical crafts was held yes- 
terday (Monday) in an undisclosed 
spot where there was no possibility 
of a dictagraph. 

Represented at the 
wow were the stage 
sicians, projectionists, 
recording engineers, electricians, 
carpenters and painters. It was de- 
cided to defer action until word is 
received from the executive council 
of the American Federation of 
Labor. Another meeting of the 
various labor bodies may be held 
} June 13 or 14. 

Meanwhile the producers have de- 
cided among themselves to refrain 
from any form of public con- 
troversy or discussion with Gill- 
more. They have wired the Hays 
office in New York to instruct all 
home office and eastern executives 
not to talk for publication. Studios 
on the Coast do not want any in- 
terference from New York in their 
handling of the Equity matter. 

Present studio contracts with the 
various union crafts have from one 
to three years to run, but can be 
cancelled by either side on two 
weeks’ notice. 


Loaning Actors 

In the matter of actors it is un- 
derstood producers have agreed 
among themselves to loan each 
other contract players who may be 
deemed necessary to a picture in 
the advent of a shortage of talent. 
Producers claim they can carry 
along for two years without serious 
worry from Equity or the free lance 
players. 

One major studio is said to have 
signed five Equity members since 
June 5. No names given. Other 
studios are reported signing actors 
secretly, holding off announcement 
of the tie-up until the trouble comes 
to a head or blows over. 

On the other side of the fence 
Charles Miller, coast representative 
for Equity, claims over 500 applica- 
tions for membership.  Gillmore 
publicly stated that 40 Equity mem- 
bers offered jobs under non-Equity 
conditions had turned them down. 
No names given. 

Lionel Barrymore and Willard 
Mack, both under contract to M-G- 
M, broke into Monday’s press with 
lengthy statements opposing Equity. 
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refuse to work with non-Equity 
members and still be within their 
rights. The same executive admits 
it would be possible to cast a pic- 
ture with non-Equity players, but 
doubts that the actors could be ob- 
tained whose competence would 
equal that of Equity disciples. 


Figure Desertion 


Equity figures that some actors 
may desert the organization, but be- 
cause any actor who walks out at 
present could never work on the 
legit stage again, or even in pic- 
tures, should Equity win the fight 
these factors straighten out any 
tendencies to fly away. 

At one studio where a consider- 
able number of stage people have 
been brought from New York, it 
was said that these actors are not 
perturbed by the situation, as they 
are here on a one picture contract 
and will return to Broadway at the 
end of that time. Some of this fac- 
tion point out that Equity missed 
in not bringing up the issue after 
summer production was in full sway 
and the studios were in the midst 
of features using stage talent. 


Willing to Release Players 
Head of one big studio states he 





has a large number of New York 
(Continued on page 4) 
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o VARIETY Wednesday, June al Lomo 
Make Pictures as You Go Is Travel my 


Bureau's ldea—Tourists Paying “Nut” 





Josh Binney’s Scheme—Camera and Sound Units 
With Each Group —<Actors as Principals 





— 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
See the world—and play in pic- 
tures yourself at the same time. 
All for the one price of admission. 
That is the newest Hollywood 
wrinkle. It's the World Travel and 
Cinema Association, Inc, 


Recently organized, its president 
and spokesman is Harold J. “Josh” 
Binney who admits he has been jn 
the picture business for 17 years as 
a director, that he has been asso- 
ciated with the big companies, buat 
has mostly indulged in independent 
work. Records of the past seven or 
eight years fail to show that he 
directed anything important enough 


reports he worked as an extra for 
a while a couple of years ago. 

Binney says the idea is his own 
and that the corporation, a closed 
proposition, is capitalized at $150,- 
000 of which, he says, $100,000 is 
paid up. Judge E. R. Dodge ig sec- 
retary and H. E. Gilbert is treas- 
urer. Binney informs there are no 
other stockholders. 

Plan is to organize tours each 
unit of which will be accompanied 
by a complete film making outfit, 
including sound recording equip- 
ment. On each tour a complete fea- 
ture picture with a story will be 
made. 

Accordingwto Binney the leading 
roles will be played by actors “of 
the first magnitude” and the stories 
will be written by “scenarists of es- 
tablished reputation.” Tourists will 
appear in the films, mostly in mob 
scenes, and after the tour is fin- 
ished, the picture will be cut, and 
released for general distribution. 


Pro Rata Price 


For the tours remote and com- 
paratively untraveled places will be 
selected. Film story will be made 
to fit. then the association starts 
to figure how much it will cost to 
make the picture and conduct the 


number to depend on the possible 
picture cost. Total cost will be di- 
vided among the prospective tour- 
ists. j 

In other words it costs the parent 
company nothing to produce the 
picture, all expenses being paid by 
the tourists 

_Binney maintains that the first 
four will start about July 1 taking 
in the back reaches of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains, with 45 tourists 
lined up. Picture to be made on 
this trip is to be called “The Lost 
Cabin Mine,” most of it to be shot 
near Mt. Lassen. Binney admits 
he wrote the story and will direct. 
He states that pictures made will 
be all-dialog and that the RCA 
Photophone system will be used. 

A tour of the West Indies and 
northern South America is now be- 
ing organized by the New York of- 
fice, Binney claims, and go out in 
about three or four months. For 
this tour, the W. T. & C. A., Inc., 
has made tieups with three steam- 
ship lines. 

Binney is also shooting at a 
round-the-world tour, touching 16 
countries, for Jan. 1. Dollar Line 
ship will be used. With a 16-epi- 
sode serial to be made, two reels 
in each country. 





EVELYN BRENT STARRING 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
“De Luxe Annie,” from an orig- 
inal play by Edward Clark, will be 
Evelyn Brent's first Starring film 
for Paramount. 
It’s a crook story dealing with 
amnesia. 





“Eve,” All Comedy 

Columbia's “Fall of Eve” will re- 
place their “Father and Son” at the 
Embassy, New York, opening Mon- 
day. 

Picture, starring Patsy Ruth Mil- 
ler, is the first all talking comedy 

ture. 





Meet Officially 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
For the first time Edna Murphy 
will face her husband, Mervyn Le- 
roy, in his official capacity as a di- 
rector. 


It will be in “Little Johnny 





ya 


Just an Answer! 





Los Angeles, June 11, 

It was just a couple of hours 
after Hollywood had flashed 
the Equity contract demand. 

Producer—"“I think I've got a 
part for you. Are you a mem- 
ber of Equity?” - 

“No, but I'll join if you want 
me to.” 


PAN-R-K-0 DEAL 
CLOSING THIS WEEK 


Chicago, June il, 
It is expected that Keith’s will 
close its purchase of six Pantages 
theatres on the coast before this 


week ends, 

Keith’s holds the houses under 
an option c=piring June 14. The op- 
kion names the Pan houses to be 
transferred as at San Diego, San 
Francisco, Portland, Spokane, Ta- 
coma and Salt Lake City. 
Valuation is estimated at about 
$2,500,000. Four of the theatres are 
on leased ground with the other two 
owned outright by Alexander Pan- 
tages. 

These towns, if taken over, will be 
added to the Keith chain, inter- 
spersing Keith’s present Orpheum 
route in the far west. 

Only thing remaining to be 
worked out up tu yesterday, it is 
said, was the financing plan for the 
purchase by R-K-O. This was be- 
ing handled in New York between a 
representative of Lehman Brothers, 
Keith bankers, and the Keith attor- 
neys, 
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N. Y. to L. A. 


Marc Lachmann. 
Eugene Walter. 
Bernard Steele. 
Richard Catlett. 

J. M. Kerrigan. 
Harry C, Blaney. 
Belle Baker. 

Frank Craven. 
Maurice Abrahams. 
Harry Carroll. 
Dudley Digges. 
Rose Pelswick. 
Mordaunt Hall. 
Katherine Zimmerman, 
Arline de Haas. 
Dudley Digges. 
Joseph Schenck. 
Harold Franklin 
Harry Richman. 
Charles Christie, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Les Goodwins, 
Adolph Weiss. 
Harry Campbell. 
William Kupper. 
Harry Buxbaun. 
Moran and Mack. 
Malcolm MacGregor, 
Spencer Bennett, 
Vella Raridon. 
Wm. K. Wells. 

W. G. Stuber. 
William German. 
J. J. Murdock. 








FARRELL’S VOICE OKAYED 
Los Angeles, June 11. 

Charles Farrell will be opposite 
Janet Gaynor in “Sunnyside Up,” 
replacing Hugh Trevor, cast by Fox 
for the role when it was figured 
Farrell had no singing voice. 

After a series of tests it was de- 
cided Farrell would be okay. 

This is the DeSyiva, Brown an@ 
Henderson picture for Fox. 


NAT WOLF RESIGNS 


Chicago, June 11. 
Nat Wolf, Keith Western film 
buyer with headquarters in Chicago, 
has resigned, effective Saturday. 








Schulberg in St. Louis 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
B. P. Schulberg is en route to St. 
Louis to attend the central states 
conference of Paramount salesmen, 
He will be gone 1U days. 
Schulberg will not attend the 





Jones,” at First National. 


New York meetings. 








Beth Brown’s popular novel, 
rected by Rouben Mamoulian. 


HELEN MORGAN 


Starred in Paramount’s new all- 
talking picturization of “Applause,” 


di- 


Personal Management * 
M. S. BENTHAM 











cision 
Samuel Ettelson. 


INDIES CHECK 


Fiance Board Questions 


Chi Censors’ Dialog Power 


Chicago, June 11. 
Request by the local Board of 





Censors for a $7,000 appropriation 
with which 
equipment for censorship previews 
and $3,000 annually for its mainte- 
nance was questioned by Alderman 
Oscar F, Nelson, who doubted that 
the city had right to censor talker 
dialog. Right or not, they’ve been 
doing it. 


to purchase talker 


Appropriation was held up for de- 
by Corporation Counsel 





WAVING DAYS 
BY BILL FOX 


Fox has started paying off indie 
theatre owners in his Metropolitan 
deal. Deals for 45 theatres were 
consummated with checks last week. 

Saul Rogers says that by the end 
of June the remaining 60 houses 


in the deal will be in Fox’s posses- 
sion, : 


The theatre men who were paid 
during the first week and the num- 
ber of their theatres include: Calde- 
rone, 5; Runkle Bros., 2; Katinsky, 
8; Brandt, 7; Segal, 5; Jolson-Such- 
man, 8; Rachmil-Rinsler, 8; Hirsch, 
1: Greenberg, 1. 

Exhibs file in two by two over at 
the Hotel Ambassador, where the 
Fox attorney and check writer does 
the business in a suite of rooms 
next to the sparkling realtor. A. C. 
Blumenthal, who brought all par- 
ties together, 

Although Blumey is over there 
vacationing it is officially claimed, 
but lining up some more prospects, 
reports go, he has left some snarp- 
eyed aides behind. 

All last week dies were paid 
off at the rate of one and two a day. 
The issuance of three checks one 
day was considered the biggest ac- 
complishment of the week. 

Since the pay-off actually got un- 
derway the Ambassador has lost a 
lot of its original Park avenue tone. 
Some of the indies can’t restrain 
themselves when they get near the 
air in the lobby. The nervousness 
they have exhibited in the cold 
Blumenthal Rogers sanctum combi- 
nation is reported to have been cli- 
maxed in some cases by a’ hys- 
terical waving of the yellow slip of 
paper, reducable to many grands 
in greenbacks at the first bank 
where identification is okayed. 

The gents retired by Fox are fre- 
quently dropping into their old 
stamping ground, the TOCC cham- 
ber, where for months many be- 
moaned the producer’s kindness as 
a gesture to get them out of the 
way. Now their laudation for Bill 
Fox is sky-high. 

A few of the Indies who haven't 
sold or who weren’t approached by 
Fox are the subject for verbal pity 
from the check wavers. Not one of 
the moneyed indies has yet been 
heard to commenti about buying a 
drink, a less fortunate chamber 
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habitue reports, 





N. Y. Opmion on Equity Matter 





Equity form of picture playing 
ignored. 


opposed to the Equity demands. 
- It is recalled by the picture m 
its 1919 strike against the legit 


sent notice to Erlanger and: the 
was reached with Equity, all of 





In New York during the past week the opinion appeared to pre- 
vail in the higher film circles that with the producers holding out 
on the Coast ‘against the engagement of actors demanding 


Claim is made that leading heads of the biggest film organizations 
headquartering in New York have expressed themselves as strongly 


assistance of the stage hands. The stage hands, closing a Broadway 
legit theatre nightly for almost a week, acting with Equity, finally 


would be ordered closed the following night by the stage hands 
union, meaning the stage hands would walk out. 

The legit producers settled with Equity the night the stage hands 
union’s head of that time, Charles Shay, issued his ultimatum. 


the f 


contract, be 


that Equity would 


en in New York that Equity won 


Broadway producers through the 


Shuberts that unless a settlement 
the legit theatres in the country 
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IT HAPPENED! 





A good part of show busi- 
nesg is still talking about the 
big wedcing of two of its 
members. Held in a hotel with 
almost 1,000 present, the mam- 
moth room was completely 
smothered in roses. As the 
guests arrived a singing sister 
trio, from vaudeville, enter- 
tained the gathering. They 
gang until it came time for the 
groom to show. As he took 
place the trio swung into “My 
Hero.” 

Bride's appearance was 
heralded by dimming lights 
and a procession of brides- 
maids whose dresses blended 
in a geries of shades building 


up to the bridal creation. 
When the bride reached the 
top step, through curtains, 


four spotlights picked up her 
$5,000 gown and she “took it 
big’—holding the pose. Dur- 
ing the marital vows the or- 
chestra played the bride's fa- 
vorite piece, “Roses in Picar- 
dy.” 

At the reception the imme- 
diate bridal party was served 
with” wine and_ cocktails.’ 
i Guests got grap> juice. 


( li Wi * 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Charlie Chaplin is wiring his 
studio, just in case. Only the con- 
duits and cables are being installed. 
No sound equipment brought on 
for the time being. To those out 


here the installation hints at more 
than it seems to mean. 

















RENEW ON YOUNGSTERS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Three of the college boys recently 
brought here by Paramount have 
made good as scenario writers. Op- 
tions have been renewed for another 
half year on Norman Burnstine, J. 
Audrey Clark and T. J. Ahearn. 





BORZAGE FOR McCORMACK 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Frank Borzage will direct the 
singing-talker Fox will make with 
John McCormack. 
It starts in August in Ireland, 
finishing at Hollywood. 





Kennedy Returning 
Los Angeles, June 11. 

Jos Kennedy will leave for New 
York at the end of this month and 
not return to the Coast again this 
summer. : 

When ieaving he will have been 
here for a two-month § stretch, 
mostly spent in working on Gloria 
Swanson’s two new pictures, 





Fox Loans to M-G 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Louise Dresser has been loaned 
to M-G-M for William DeMille’s 
next. Basil Rathbone also in cast. 
Miss Dresser is a Fox contract 
player, 





Fannie’s “Sex Appeal” 
Fannie Brice’s picture for United 
Artists will be titled “Sex Appeal” 
instead of “It’s a Pleasure.” 
Paraphrasing Sophie Tucker's 
“last of the red hot mamas,” U. A. 
will caption Fannie “the first.” 





An Illinois exhibitor who claims 
he has played “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 


in stock once a year for the past 
40 years, wrote Carl Laemmle that 
he will start doing the same with 
the picture version if Universal will 
preserve it from the dime class. 

This theatre owner, W. M. Sau- 
vage, head of the Southern Illinois 
Theatres, observes: 

“There are but two pictures that 
I know of that will live if properly 
eared for. One is ‘Uncle Tom’s Cab- 
in,’ and the other is ‘Ben-Hur.” Don't 
waste it, keep it intact, play it once 
a year in the same theatre at the 
same prices and your children’s 
children need never worry, as this 
picture will keep the wolf from the 
door even if you get rid of every- 
thing else.” 

Sauvage believes that the “Tom” 
picture will be as good as stock for 
small town “if you do not permit 
the picture to be played two or 
three times each year in the same 
town at cheap prices.” 

Spéaking of his success with 
“Tom” stock, Sauvage writes: 

“IT have played ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabe 
in’ in Alton annually for 40 years, 
I have protected the piece by play- 
ing the spoken drama once a year, 
Never would I play two ‘Uncle 
Toms’ the same year and never 
would I change the name of the 
company. In this way I protected a 
good piece of property and always 
succeeded in selling standing room 
for the past 40 years.” 

Described at Universal as one of 
the oldest indie exhibitors in the 
business, Sauvage, who comments 
that he hasn't seen Laemmle per- 
sonally in 25 years, observes about 
the trend of the industry: 

“There is too little attention paid 
to the future in the picture busi- 
ness. The present attitude is to get 
the contracts, get the dates, get the 
money.” 





Kid Star Working in 
Chi, Despite Protests 


Chicago, June 11. 

Despite the stringent efforts made 
by city authorities to prevent Davey 
Lee from appearing in B. & K. 
neighborhood houses, screen kid is 
playing the Paradise this week un- 
hati but will not play the Tiv- 
oli. 

B. & K, is said to be giving the 
kid a voluntary percentage on busi- 
ness Over set figures in the neigh- 
borhood houses. His salary is $3,500 
weekly. 





WARNERS’ NO LAY-OFF 


Los Angelees, June 11. 
Although Warner Bros. will finish 
up by Oct. 1 the original schedule 
of 32 pictures for this year, the 
eight which have been added will 
keep the studio busy until the first 
of the year. It means no lay-off. 





TITLES 8 IN 6 WEEKS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Establishing a record for titling 
eight pictures in six weeks at Para- 
mount won a new long-term con- 

tract for Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 





Mizner’s Relining 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Wilson Mizner is having trouble 
with his stomach. He has gone to 





a hospital at Pebble Beach, 300 miles 

from here, where ihey are trying t¢ 

straighten out his inner lining. 
Condition is not serious. 





}) 


After Playing “Uncle Tom” for 40 Yrs., 
W. M. Sauvage Advises Carl Laemmle 
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Fox's Grandeur Film May Slowly 
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Find Its Way to Extended Screen 





With the Gaiety, New York, and 
a West Coast house in Los Angeles 
equipped with the new model Pow- 
ers projecting machines, William 
=.x is planning to slowly inter- 
weave his grandeur width film with 
standard releases. 


Because it will be a considerable 

time before the 70 mm. film will be 
suitable for the general market, on 
account of the changes in the pro- 
jection booths, grandeur is not of- 
ficially incorporated in the Fox 29- 
30 sales plans. 
. According to reports, enough 
product of the double width will be 
made to keep the two coast houses 
supplied. It is expected at the Fox 
headquarters that installations of 
the new machines will be gradual 
when the conversion in the filming 
will be effected. As the demand for 
70 mm. arises and increases, it will 
reflect itself in the film output. 

Musical comedies are the first to 
be treated with the new dimension. 
So far two have been completed, 
“Words and Music” following Fox's 
“Movietone Follies” which was ex- 
pected to open the Gaiety here, but 
vas shot into the Roxy on standard 
size because of a delay in equipping 
the house. 

The new film is claimed to have 
required almost as much research 
as the talker technical end. This 
was reveaied by a Foxite in dis- 
claiming that width was at the com- 
mand of any producer. A number of 
patented secret lenses are used in 
the shooting and projection of 
grandeur, it is claimed, 

At the Fox offices it is stated 
grandeur possesses in addition to 
width many of the eye qualities as- 
sociated with third dimension, 


Glazer uits June 15 
As Pathe Studio Head 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


Benjamin Glazer will abdicate as 
production head of Pathe June 15. 
William Sistrom, general studio 
manager, is to be in charge of stu- 
dio and production in the future. 

It is understood that Glazer may 
do some personal work for Joseph 
Kennedy when he goes to Europe 
around July 1. Glazer, while 
abroad, will also do a few chores 
for Charlie Chaplin on a production 
that the latter is financing in 
Spain. 











RADIO BOOMERANG 


Great States Promises Free Tire 
Covers and is Swamped 








Chicago, June 11. 


With around 60 theatres in Illi- ; 


NHuis, Great States broadcast a 
promise over a Chicago station that 
anyone writing in would receive a 
free Great States advertising tire 
cover, 

Answers came pouring in from all 
over. Response has the circuit 
bothered, as the covers cost money 
and won’t mean a thing in states 
outside Illinois. 

One fact discovered is that the 
ordinary citizen is tickled pink to 
carry any sort of theatrical adver- 
tising on his car, giving the idea he 
is in the show business. Letters 
from some were filled with argu- 
ments showing how it would benefit 
the circuit to have a free ad on 
their cars. 





Cuts Schooling Short 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Fargo, N. D., lost its best piano 
player and soprano soloist when 
Virginia Bruce left for Los Angeles 
to seek a flock of education at one 
of the local colleges. 

While waiting for a spot in the 
registry Virginia craved a little 
excitement and applied at Para- 
mount for a job in pictures. She 
was given an extra bit and two 
days later was signed to a long- 
term contract. 








“Variety” for Summer 
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W. E’S OPTIMISM 


That Western Electric is 
relying upon exhibitors being 
reliable for day-and-date pay- 
ments on their talker equip- 
ment is witnessed by its new 
credit subsidiary being chris- 
tened: 

Exhibitors’ Keliance Corpo- 
whete 
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NO R-K-0 DEAL 
ON, SAYS PAR, 
BUT UA. IS OK. 


Distribution Only for 
United Artists Product 
—Emphatic on Rest 














Of all the deals rumored for 
Paramount, the only one scheduled 
for closing, before the end of the 
week, is with United Artists, 

Paramountites emphatically deny 
any deal with Radio hinging upon 
the return of David Sarnoff Friday. 


Conceding that many of its own 
employees have been influenced by 
the persistency of reports especial- 
ly in this direction, highest execu- 
tives for the first time are giving 
a reason for this denial. They flat- 
footedly state that a tie-up with 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum at “this time 
and for.a long period in the fu- 
ture” would be economically un- 
sound, 


One stated: 


“We are in a stage of develop- 
ment ourselves and any merger of 
this kind would realize us nothing 
at this time. It ig too premature.” 

Other than an arrangement to 
supply certain of its houses with 
Publix units Paramount at no time 
has considered selling out to War- 
ner Bros, The executive who made 
this statement also said: 


“Friends all over the country 
have communicated with me about 
the Warner deal. They have told 
me that they had it on the authority 
of their own brokers who in turn 
got it from Warner sources. I have 
told them all the same thing.” 


The United Artists deal calls for 
U. A. product being physically dis- 
tributed by Paramount, and noth- 
ing further, it was stated. The for- 
mal consummation was expected to 
take place late yesterday (Tues- 
day) afternoon or today (Wednes- 
day). 

U. A. salesmen are said to have 
been called into New York for a 
r-eeting yesterday or today (Wed- 
nesday). No purpose given in the 
call, 





Trying te Organize 200 
Ass’t Film Directors 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


With the Equity move for studio 
recognition, efforts are being made 
to unionize film assistant directors. 
Organization is going along quietly 
at all studios with the suggestion 
being made to prospects that they 
would eventually be given an af- 
filiation with Equity. 

There are about 200 men qualified 
to call themselves assistant direc- 
tors. At the peak of production 
employment is found by more than 
half of this number. 








JACK BARRY QUITE ILL 





Atlanta, June Il. 
Jack Barry, following an opera- 
tion ut St. Joseph’s Hospital here 
for appendicitis, took a turn for 


| the worse. 
| He is constantly attended by two 
| nurses night and day. Reaction 
| setting in after the operation af- 
| fected his heart. 

Too many calicis Were 
Pete room after the operation, 


allawrod in 


Scratched Feader Now 
L. A. Badger Come-on 


Los Angeles, June il, 

Perhaps a new come-on to the old 
badger game is being pulled in Hol- 
lywood with the local police receiv- 
ing complaints from a number of 
people who have been mulcted of 
sums ranging from $8 to $300. Story 
told by the victims is always about 
the same. 

One of the tired business men 
happens to be parking his car along 
the boulevard when a girl pulls up 
alongside and scrapes his fender. In 
the argument she makes friends, 
giving him the nama of any one of 
several blonde picture stars. In a 
casual way she says she'll pay for 
the damages and asks the lad to her 
apartment to talk it over. Usually 
the chump falls and hops into her 
car, leaving his parked. 

Apartment is a room in a small 
hotel with the old routine followed 
of irate husband, etc. 

A check by the police reveals that 
hotel registering is without baggage 
paying for the room in advance. 
One chump remembered the auto 
license number, 


Six-Day Free Tickets! 


Omaha, June 11, 


For six days last week Bert Help 
at Greely, Nebr., allowed the entire 
town to visit his film house with- 
out charge. 

Occasion was the celebration of 
the theatre’s first anniversary. 


MERCHANTS ASK 
PUBLIX UNITS 
BE RETAINED 


Chicago, June Il. 


Announcement of discontinuance 
of locally produced Publix “B” 
units is being vigorously protested 
in the neighborhoods of the af- 
fected houses. Window cards call- 
ing for a continuance of the stage 
shows during the summer are 
prominently displayed in all stores 
with surrounding merchants fear- 
ing loss of trade when the de luxe 
houses play straight pictures only. 

Petitions are algo being circulated 
among merchants and residents re- 
questing Publix to let the stage 
shows remain, There is no diffi- 
culty in getting signatures, 


First Imported Talker 
Is “Kitty,” at Cameo 


The first imported talking pic- 
ture to have a Broadway presenta- 
tion opened at, the Cameo Sunday 
when “Kitty” was brought in there 
for two or three weeks. 

“Kitty” is by Warwick Deeping, 
who wrote “Sorrell and _ Son.” 
Principals include John Stewart and 
Estelle Brody. 























Par Renewals 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Paramount has exercised a num- 
ber of six months’ options on writ- 
ers, actors and directors, 

Those who remain with the com- 
pany for that period include Nancy 
Carroll, Jack Oakie, Virginia Bruce 
and David Newell, players; Eddie 
Sutherland, director; Hans Drier, 
art director; Williar. Robson, John 
V. A. Weaver, Howard Estabrook 
and Walter Butterfield, writers, and 
James Wilkinson, head film cutter. 


“LADY” ALL-COLOR 


First National will make “The 
Lady in Ermine” an all talking- 
singing-color production. — 

It is slated to go into the works 
|! in September, 








Alice White’s Salary 
Los Angeles, June 11, 
Alice White and First National 





are feinting for an opening in their 
| Salary dispute. Miss White, with 
— months to go on her present 
salary, has asked for a five-year 
|} renewal at $1,500 

Hitch is that F.N, wants to make 
it $1,000. 

Miss White’s salary under pres- 
lent contract ia $600. 





Theatres Co-operate With Police to 
Keep Rutland 


Kids Home Nights 








-——-—— 


No Curtailment 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Much talk around about pro- 
duction being curtailed, but 
the best barometer is the raw 
stock dealers. Latter only 
carry a few days’ supply on 
hand at any time. 

Inquiry at the headquarters 
of two of the major dealers re- 
veals that orders are normal 
and there is no indication of 
curtailment. One concern said 
it has been requested to have 
additional stock on hand be- 
ginning this week. 


SAMENESS IN 
TALKERS VERY 
BAD, SAY MGRS. 











All Repeating in 5 Classi- 
fications—-B. O. Feel- 
ing Reaction 





Minneapolis, June 11. 


Managers here are complaining 
about the sameness of themes, sto- 
ries and central situations in talk- 
ing pictures. They attribute shrink- 
ing grosses in part to this lack of 
variety. 

It is pointed out that most of 
the talkers are falling into five gen- 
eral classifications the members of 
which follow the same pattern with 
only slight variations. These classi- 
fications are trial, prize ring, back 
stage, mystery thriller and under- 
world. A surfeited public is fed up 
on them, managers declare. 

In Minneapolis week before last 
the two outstanding talkers, “The 
Duke Steps Out” and “The Man I 
Love,” produced by different com- 
panies, were prize ring stories with 
a pugilist as the hero and a prize- 
fight as the main situation. 

This week the principal talkers 
are “Mary Dugan” and “Thru Dif- 
ferent Eyes,” also the output of 
competing producers, each with 
courtroom trial scenes providing 
the principal incidents, 

During the same week were “The 
Rainbow Man,” back-stage story, 
very similar to “Innocents of Paris,” 
“Syncopation” and “The Broadway 
Melody,” recent local attractions. 
The trial pictures came on the heels 
cf a host of similar films. 

Managers are considering a joint 
protest to the producers, they de- 
clare, as the box office reaction is 
becoming more and more. pro- 
nounced, 

The comparative box office flop of 
such meritorious pictures as “Mary 
Dugan,” and “The Rainbow Man” 
last week is attributed partly 
to the fact that the public has had 
so much similar film fare during 
recent months, 


Par May Retain Menjou, 
But Not on $90,000 Basis 


Los Angetes, June 11. 


Paramount may keep Adolphe 
Menjou on its pay roll for three 
more pictures. Studio likes his 
work in “The Concert” and figures 
with Jannings off the roster Menjou 
will be okay for the foreign mar- 
ket. Menjou was getting $90,000 a 
picture on his old contract This 
has been modified and negotiations 
are now for continuance on the new 
basis, 











R-K-O's 2d Finished 

The second picture on Radio Pic- 
tures schedule for ’29-'30 has been 
finished. The picture is titled “Half 
Marriage,” featuring Olive Borden. 

“Half Marriage” was adapted 
from George Kibbe Turner’s maga- 
zine story, “Companionate.” Oscar 
Levant and Sidney Clare wrote two 
theme songs for the picture, “It's 
All of Her,” and “After the Clouds 
}Roll by.” 





_ 





Rutland, Vt., June it. 

Rutland theatre managers are co- 
operating with the local police in 
the enforcement of an old curfew 
ordinance. It requires children un- 
der 16 to be in the house at 9 in 
the evening. 

The managers’ co-operation with 
the John Laws extends to the ex- 
clusion of youngsters from theatres, 
unless accompanied by elders. 

The law has been on the books 
for years, but in the past dozen 
has not been enforced. 

A preliminary signal is given at 
8:50, when three blasts are sounded 
on a siren mounted atop the central 
fire station. Heretofore, this signal 
was sounded only for a testing of 
the alarm system and for the pur- 
pose of giving those who carry 
watches a chance to check their 
timepieces. 

Only exceptions to the curfew 
rule are children having evening 
employment or on errands, the na- 
ture of which must be explained in 
writing. 

Rutland's chief of coppers has or- 
dered the bluecoats to bring to the 
Station house any child picked up 
after 9 and to have a record made 
of the offense. Parents are then 
notified. Second offense brings a 
fine of $5 on the parents. 

Strict enforcement of the old law 
is believed to have been ordered as 
a result of opinions by doctors and 
complaints by laymen that with 
daylight saving children are per- 
mitted to remain out too late at 
night, 


Bushman Owes Ex-Wife 
$60,000 in Alimony 


Baltimore, June 11, 

Francis X. Bushman won a court 
victory here when contempt of court 
proceedings pending against the film 
actor were dismissed by Judge Gus 
Grason in Baltimore County Circuit 
Court at Towson. The proceedings 
resulted from charges of Bushman’s 
failure to pay alimony to his former 
wife, Mrs. Josephine F. Bushman. 
The dismissal was in conformity 
with a recent ruling of the Court of 
Appeals. The former Mrs. Bush- 
man claimed that the film actor was 
$60,000 in arrears in alimony pay- 
ments. 

In dismissing the contempt pro- 
ceedings, the judge ordered the is- 
suance of a writ of scire facies, re- 
quiring Bushman to showaeause on 








decree should not be revived as to 
the amounts now due and payable 
to the former Mrs. Bushman, 


Bugs Baer Falls 


Bugs Baer will leave the Friars 
Sunday for Hollywood. He will 
write the story surrounding Van 
and Schenck in their full length 
baseball picture for Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, 

The contract, placed through Nat 
Phillips, calls for Bugs on the coast 
for three months at least. It will 
not interfere with his daily news- 
paper syndicated column of humor. 


Open-Air Talker Over 


What is believed to be the first 
open-air theatre film talker pres- 
entation was attempted by Loew's 
at its Burland Open Air Gardens, 
adjoining the Burland theatre, in 
the Bronx. 

The Experiment was successful. 
Though the open air theatre seats 
2,000 and the rear seats are 150 feet 
from the screen, music and dialog 
were heard distinctly. 

Daily theatre, in same borough, is 
wiring its open air roof garden 
theatre. 

















Wm. Fox Due Back 
William Fox is due back at his 
New York office during this week. 
He has been away, recovering from 
a slight ailment. 
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Chatter 





London, June 3. 
Fred Adele in the 
talkers! That's the gist of what 
they had to say in Adele’s dressing 


and Astaire 


room at the Winter Garden election 
night. 
continue its run until August, and 
then the 
dance team that ever hailed from 
America are going to head straight 
for Hollywood. Fred says they have 
already had offers from three of the 
big American producers, but so far 
they have not closed with any. 


“Funny Face” is expected to 


most popular song-and- 


The success of “Funny Face” is 
one of those amazing things that 
defy explanation. For fully three 
months neither the show itself (nor 
the Astaires) has had so much as a 
line in a single London newspaper— 
outside of the usual announcement 
in the advertising columns. To 
earefu! observers it has looked as 
if there must be something sinister 
behind what amounts to a conspir- 
acy of silence. Meantime, the piece 
has gone on doing near-capacity at 
every performance! 





“There’s no mystery about it,” 
explained Fred, when asked what 
the matter was. “First of all the 
show’s press agent goes on the the- 
ory that ‘the least said the soonest 
mended’—or something equally 
quaint. In fact, I believe he thinks 
that for ‘Funny Face’ to be talked 
about in the dailies would be most 
undignified. The amount of it is 
that the management made a packet 
out of the first six months’ run of 
the piece and—with the people com- 
ing as strong as ever at the end of 
this period—they decided to spend 
as little money as possible. After 
all, why should Adele and I bother 
about it? We can’t ask for any bet- 
ter business than we’re dolng.” 





At this point Adele took the floor. 

“From now on,” she began, “Fred 
and I are going to live the life of 
Reilly in a home of our own in Bev- 
erly Hills—and leave Broadway to 
them as likes it! HK was a year ago 
I became bitten by the talker bug— 
when we were out in Los Angeles— 
and Harry Rapf took us over the 
M-G-M pliant. I was all for leaping 
in then and there, but Rapf urged 
us to hold our horses. 
' “*& year from now,’ said he, ‘we'll 
know what we're doing; now every- 
thing is in the experimental stage. 
Wait until we can make a really 
worthwhile picture before you sign 
up with anybody.’ So we decided to 
wait.” . 





The Astaires have a flat in Gros- 
venor House in Park Lane—the 
newest and most luxurious of Lon- 
don’s near-skyscrapers. Although 
advertised to be more like New 
York’s Park Lane (Ave.) apartment 
houses than anything on this side of 
the water, Grosvenor House, in 
point of fact, is sadly lacking in one 
respect. With rentals running as 
high as $30,000 a year and with the 
management asking tenants to sign 
30-year leases—there isn’t one flat 
in the building with a kitchen! If 
you want to eat in your own home 
you give your order to the floor 
waiter—and the meal is prepared 
in the basement, precisely as it 
would be in a hotel, 


—— 


Fund for Corri 


Eugene Corri, the veteran prize- 
fight referee for whom a fund of 
$50,000 is now being subscribed by 
sportsmen who are determined that 
Gene—now 70—shall have no worries 
in the remaining years of his life, 
has stumbled onto a new one. For 
years the old fellow has been get- 
ting his mail at the National Sport- 
ing Club. But recently he took a 
flat a long way away from the West 
End and decided it would be incon- 
venient to make the journey to the 
N. S. C. every day for his mail. So 
he went into a branch post office 
near his new quarters and filled out 
the regulation change-of-address 
form. 

When after 10 days, Corri had re- 
ceived no letters forwarded from 
the N. S. C., he went around to the 
club and discovered 50 or more that 
had accumulated there in the inter- 
val. Inquiry of the post office of- 
ficials eventually elicited a formal 
Jetter calling his attention to Rule 
25, Subdivision E. Paragraph Five, 
which reads in substance that in the 
case of you receiving mail at an ad- 
dress at which others receive their 





‘mail, the post office cannot under- 


take to forward such mail! If that 
rule were in force in the New York 
post office what a fine mess they’d 
be in, say, the Woolworth Building 
on and after any May 1. 





Bob Sherwood, former editor of 
“Life,” is living at Tolshot Farm, 
near Godalming. Writing a novel. 
Staying there until August and fig- 
ures to come back and stay for good. 
Lunched by a bunch of newspaper 
lads at the Savoy. Bob said the only 
thing wrong with motion pictures is 
mote picuirw Rockers Mar aoc- 


trical trusts will put talking motion 
| pictures on the air within five years. 





Same Over Here 

The official receiver and liquidator 
of the Kit-Kat Club has filed notice 
| to the creditors that he intends to 
apply for a discharge in bankruptcy 
for the concern. His report states 
the assets of the company were 
covered by debentures and that the 
receiver for the debenture holders 
reports there is no prospect of any 
surplus becoming available for the 
benefit of the unsecured creditors. 





For the first time in many years 
the Victoria Palace is altering its 
policy commencing next week with 
a full show as an attraction instead 
of variety. ’ 

Going in will be Gracie Fields in 
“The Show's the Thing” and the 
prices double the regular box office 
fees. One show a night and two 
matinees weekly. 

Miss Fields is a big favorite at 
that house and the prediction is the 
experiment will be successful. Book- 
ing manager Jack Hayman was 
more or less driven to this change 
of policy through inability to secure 
headline attractions. 


Things are slowly improving here- 
abouts—so far as Americans are 
concerned. It is possible now—in 
certain, high-class places—to get ice 
water! 








But the most difficult thing to do 
in London still continues to be— 
ae the waiter to bring the 

ill! 


London Hip’s Search 


London, June 11. 

“Funny Face,” which leaves the 
Winter Garden June 29, cannot 
move to the Hippodrome as antici- 
pated. Winter Garden has a clause 
in their agreement specifying that 
show may not play any other Lon- 
don house. 

Meanwhile Hip is negotiating with 
other attractions now current, in- 
cluding “Mister Cinders” at the 
Adelphia, 

Despite daily press denials of Va- 
riety’s story that the Hip will go 
taiker, instaNation of Cinephone will 
be completed in time for a trade 
demonstration June 24, with a 
sound policy likely if successful. 








“BLACKBIRDS” MILD 


Paris, June 11. 

“Blackbirds,” American colored 
show, opened Friday night at the 
Moulin Rouge after many difficul- 
ties. Despite the speed and hot 
syncopation of the show, its future 
is in the balance. 

Hot colored stuff is a bit over 
the heads of the natives and with 
everything in English the French 
audience is. puzzled. Booked in for 
10 weeks and insiders figure that 
will be limit. 


AMERICANS ABROAD 


Paris, June 2. 

In Paris: P. Lubochutz, F. Roche, 
W. C. Bright, Prof. Robert Hatch, 
Mrs. Margaret Proctor Smith, 
Ernest Schelling, James Quirk and 
wife (May Allison), Ted Schreidert, 
Cc. J. Bamfield, Madeleine Keltie, 
Elsie Lawson, Frank Harling, 
Jascha Heifetz and wife (Florence 
Vidor), Oscar Hammerstein, Harvey 
Officer, Dr. Mario Marafioti, Nor- 
man Hapgood, Ruth Draper. 


LAVERNE IN PARIS SEASON 
Paris, June 11. 
Wendell Phillips Dodge’s Ameri- 
can company will open its Paris 
season June 21 with “Sun Up,” star- 
ring Lucille LaVerne, 


IRV. DASH RENEWS 


London, June 11, 
Irwin Dash, professional mana- 
ger for Lawrence Wright, music 
publisher, has renewed his con- 
tract with that firm for three years. 








SOREL’S JEWEL THEFT 


Paris, June 11. 
Cecil Sorel has caused the arrest 
of Charles Schwartz whom _ she 
charges with the theft of a dia- 
mond said to be valued at 500,000 
francs. 


RUSSIAN OPERA FOR U. §. 


Paris, June 11. 
Sol Hurok is assembling a troup 
and a repertoire of pieces with the 
intention of giving a season of Rus- 
sian opera in America next fall 




















WOMEN RIDERS IN FETE 


Squadron A Armory's Ladies’ 
Class ANNUAL COSTUME RIDE 
was an unusually colorful exhi- 
bition of graceful horsemanship. 
Patronesses, the creme de la 
creme of.New York’s social elite. 

The accompanying music, par- 
ticularly novel, characteristic, and 
one of the principal features, was 
MEYER DAVIS’ ORCHESTRA led 
by the inimitable JOE MOSS. 


Berlin 


By C. Hooper Trask 








Berlin, June 2. 

Renaissance.—‘“The Sacred 
Flame,” by Somerset Maugham, Ef- 
fective melodrama jumped on by the 
press. Called it a camouflage mys- 
tery play with hokum psychology. 
Hartung staged it in first rate fash- 
ion, with splendid performances by 
Frieda Richard, Franziska Kinz and 
Blizabeth Lennartz, 





7 Skala 

After Grock, the Skala hopes to 
continue its series of clown suc- 
cesses by engaging the Jovers. Ex- 
cellent team with the amusing gag 
of the comic continually going to 
sleep. Ideal for continental vaude- 
ville. 
Captain Rolls climbs a ladder not 
fastened to the ground and performs 
a handstand on top of it. George 
Rosetti and Co., competent wire 
workers. Ambrose Barker and Pegg 
Wynne put their songs across. a 
and Wolf are the usual trapeze act— 
no novelty, but fair opener. 

Eduardowa Ballet included two 
male dancers with something indi- 
vidual. Joe Miller did nothing to 
dent Reso’s popularity. 

Extraordinary success was the 
acrobatic act of Brick, Koroin and 


Salem, which closed. Particularly 
the negro, Salem, went over 
strongly. 





“Companionate Marriage” 

“Die Kameradschaftsehe” (Con- 
cordia). Excellent title wasted on 
an impossible film. ‘The direction of 
Heinz Schalland the photography of 
Krause ridiculously primitive. Un- 
believable such junk should be 
brought out at a Berlin first-run. 
Ernst Verebes evidently paid little 
attention to the director, and, there- 
fore, delivered a few scenes that 
registered. But Sybil Peach and 
Olaf Fjord let themselves be snowed 
under by the megaphone wielders’ 
incompetency. 





“Peter the Sailor” 

“Peter der Matrose”’ (Suedfilm). 
Reinhold Schuenzel, after years of 
clowing, has decided to cut out the 
mugging and do a little characteri- 


zation. Present, no great beans, but 
at least discreetly directed and 
played. 


It concerns a sailor who once 
knew better times. His wife had 
forged his name, to help an apparent 
lover. To keep her out of prison 
Peter stole the money necessary to 
cover the check and shipped as a 
common sailor. Coming into port, 
he finds he has won a contest for 
suggesting the name of a new cigar. 
As reward he gets two weeks in a 
Swiss hotel. 

There he finds his wife now mar- 
ried to a young millionaire. Peter 
plans to disclose her past to her 
present husband, but discovers the 
man for whom she forged the check 
was not her lover, but her brother. 
He goes out of her life. 

Will carry along on the star’s 
popularity. 

“Ski Bandits” 

“Scheeschuh Banditen” (Norwe- 
gian Super). Silly little story made 
palatable by the beauty of the scen- 
ery in which it plays. Norwegian 
company producing it has taken full 
advantage of Norway's winter land- 
scape, 

Ski jumper is in love with the 
daughter of a railway president. 
Father is not enthusiastic about the 
match as the young man seems a 
gzood-for-nothing. Influenced by his 
daughter, he gives him a chance in 
the press department. 

As an advertising stunt, the young 
fellow stages a hold-up on the com- 
peting railway. This has its effect 








———= 


London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





married. 


London, June 3. 


J. L. Sacks, who tis grievously surprised that the Lord Chamberlain will 
not license “Congai,” which he found in Baltimore, was sent a play by 
W. J. Drawbell, who, I believe, is the editor of the Sunday Chronicle, 
and who is a young man used to butting in. 

He has just written a novel called “This Year, Next Year,” and it was 
a play of the same name, I understand, that he rushed to Sacks by 
means of his dramatic critic, Reginald Simpson, the other day. 

Anyway, Tom Reynolds, who reads Joe Sacks’ plays for him, said some. 
thing about “This year, next year.” 

“What does that mean?” asked Joe. 

“You know, ‘Some time, never’,” explained Tom Reynolds. 

“I don't know what you mean,” said Sacks. 





The Secret of the Cherries 
Reynolds explained that “This year, next year, some time, never,” was 
when you ate cherries and wanted to know when you were going to get 


“How do you do it?” said Sacks, most curious. 
“Well, the next time you go to the Savoy,” said Reynolds, “and they 


have cherries, buy some, count the stones, and then you'll know.” 
Sacks went down to the Savoy, ordered cherries and was told there 


were none. 
it then. 


had been stoned. 


When, a few nights later, however, Reynolds was in the 
Savoy, he sent word to Sacks that there was cherry pie, so he could try 


Sacks ordered some cherry pie and started to count, but the cherries 


So he doesn’t know even yet whether he is to be a bridegroom or not. 





Noel Pleases the Children 


Oh, talking of Sacks, reminds me that it is announced in the papers 


this week that, at this year’s Theatrical Garden Party, Noel Coward is 
to do something dressed as a woman. 
I can scarcely credit it, but I suppose it is one of those brain waves 
that only a young genius would get. 
Pantomime dames have gone out of fashion. 
was red-nosed koshary and went out with the worship of beer. 
cocktail age of painted lips, pulled-out eyebrows and witless plays, 


(Continued on page 58) 


They were vulgar. It 
In this 





Chappells Sold 


London, June 11. 
Louis Sterling, of Columbia 
Gramophone, and Louis Dreyfus, 
head of the Harms Music Publish- 
ing Co., have purchased the con- 
trolling interest in Chappells, Eng- 
lish music publishing company. 
The buy includes a large piano 
business and considerable real es- 
tate. 





EGYPT 


By EDWARD ASSWAD 


Cairo, May 26. 

The last theatrical season was 
particularly brilliant at Alexandria. 
But as the season was not of such 
importance as expected for the ele- 
vated standard, Bettino Conegliano 
prepared to fill up this gap for this 
year. He requested the Alexandria 
municipality to give him a subsidy 
of 4,000 Egyptian pounds, with a 
view to enabling him to organize a 
“veritable opera season,” comprising 
a minimum of 40 representations 
with 
Royal of Cairo. 





Professor Joseph Huttel, resident 
of Alexandria, has been awarded 
the coveted Elizabeth Coolidge prize 
for 1929 (in addition to the sum of 
200 Egyptian pounds) for his “Di- 
vertissements Grotesque,” composi- 
tion for the flute, haut bois, clari- 
net, cor, bassoon and piano. The 
Elizabeth Coolidge prize is a com- 
petition for composers of all nations, 
held in the Library of Congress at 
Washington, U. S. A 





An amusing performance of Ber- 
nard Shaw’s “Arms and the Man” 
was given at Connaught House, Air 
of novelty was introduced by all the 
roles. being taken by ladies, Dr. 
Jackson and her friends. Mabel 
Barnes as Bluntschli made the most 
of the task of production within the 
limits of a narrow stage. Dr. Jack- 
son (Raine) kept up the romantic 
sentiment with a clever contrast to 
her being the quiet insolence of 
Miss D. M. Keath as Louka. Miss 
K. H. Stooke (Sergius) seemed tc 
be very much at her ease with mas- 
culine attire and moustache; and if 
all majors are as genial as Mrs. 
Harvey (Petkoff), service in the 
Bulgarian Army must be popular. 
Much ingenuity in the background 
and atmosphere. 





Eric Seddon and company in an- 
nual play at the Margherita Hall at 
Port Said entitled “The Whole 
Town’s Talking,’ American farce. 
Principal roles done very well by 
E. Milton and H. J. Reeves. Latter 
did a burlesque of Charlie Chaplin. 


Ambassadeur Loses Bobbie 
Paris, June 11. 
Bobbie Arnst is out of the Am- 
bassadevr show. 





and helps business on the railway 
he is working for. So the father 
gives in and they are married. 
Feede Niessen still 
splendid actress, even if she is get- 
ting a little on in years. Paul Rich- 





ter is the male lead. Trask. 


ea err tn ater othe 


the complete troupe of the: 


remains a}! 





STOLL’S HALLS — 
GOING TALKER 


“Singing Fool’ Booked— 
Vaude, Burlesque as 


Stop-Gap 








London, June 11. 

The Stoll vaudeville houses in 
London, with the exception of the 
Coliseum and the Alhambra will 
open when the wiring has been 
completed with “The Singing Fool,” 
turning to sound pictures, but with 
reservations. 


Intention is not to follow a fixed © 


policy of talking pictures, but rather 
to operate on a mobile pian, playing 
vaudeville, burlesque other weeks 
and talkers again, according to the 
attractions available. 

Leicester Palace will be the next 
house to go into the sound-sight 
entertainment. 

Application before the London 
County Council by Sir Oswald Stoll 
for permission to open the Coliseum 
and Alhambra on Sundays with 
talking pictures is being fought by 
the Lord’s Day Observance Society 
on the grounds that the proposed 
openings on Sunday, Christmas Day 
and Good Friday is contrary to stat- 
ute law. 


ol 


Paris Chatter 


Paris, June 2. 
It is estimated that more than 
5,000 persons will be thrown out of 
work if the American film distribu- 
tors pack up and leave this city as 
they have said they will do if the 
contingent is continued. More than 
3,000 exhibitors or practically all 
have registered against the quota 
system. Yet the few producers who 
want the enforced export law man- 
age to keep the French government 
er.barrassed with further wrangling 

over how it is to be introduced. 








English players are doing so well 
they have added three matinees to 
their performances next week. 





Two music establishments here 
are fighting over who made the first 
musical saw. Fratellini Brothers will 
be called as witnesses as they are 
believed to be the first persons in 
this country to have drawn a tune 
from the tool. 


Derby in Sound 
London, June 11. 

Three units, Fox, Pathe and Gau- 
mont, made sound-films for the 
news reels at this year’s Derby. A. 
Tally, in charge of the Fox Movie- 
tone trucks, using four at various 
points on the course. On the job 
for Gaumont Graphic, Keith Ayling, 
former film critic of Daily Sketch, 
who joined Gaumont as Graphic edi- 
tor this week. Pathe Gazette outfit 
cared for by Harry Sanders. 
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British Film Cos. Floated = 
On Quota Law Prospects Now 


Undergoimg Reorganization 








London, June 11. 

Reorganization of the directorates 
of a number of film producing con- 
cerns floated on public subscrip- 
tions, spurred by prospects under 
the quota law, are coming into print 
even earlier than anticipated. 

With financial reports coming out 
weekly and most of them showing 
a sad state of affairs, it has been 
foreseen that there would be dras- 
tic changes in the managements, 

Some of the principal changes in 
personnel are as follows: 

The British & Foreign Co. 
changes, its chairman, Sir Charles 
Wilson retiring in favor of Andrew 


Holt, chairman of several cotton 
and artificial silk producing con- 
cern. Added to the board are 


Norman Drake, managing director 
of the Founder's Trust and Invest- 
ment Co., and Henry Transon, well 
known engineer and industrial sci- 
ence authority. 

3ritish Filmcraft Co. has lost 
Percy Garratt and Charles Sugden, 
both on the board of Vocalion- 
Gramophone, while George Gros- 
smith and Robert Humphries are 
stepping out. George Pearson, head 
of British Screen Productions and 
the recently formed International 
Talking Screen Productions, joins 
the board, Other new faces in the 
directorate are Sir William O’Con- 
nor, head of French, British and 
Foreign Trust, and George Banfield, 
who moves from his former post of 


production manager to that of 
managing director. 
The new board holds its first 


meeting today, and hint has been 
given that it may bring about the 
absorption of British Filmcraft into 
the International Talking Co. 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing made a few Dartmoor sequences 
for “The Escape.” 

A. C. Blumenthal of the Fox The- 
atres got in on the “Leviathan” this 
week and John C. Graham of Para- 
mount sails on the same boat June 
2. Going over for the Paranfount 
convention at St. Louis, 


This Revival 

Picture business pretty bad here, 
too, with the warm spell and the 
election. But the few hundred 
houses wired are doing well in most 
cases, almost up to best winter busi- 
ness. Astoria has played almost to 
capacity with “Singing Fool” in its 
first week of wiring. So has the 
Stoll with “Weary River.” dropping 
its stage acts, but keeping in the 
orchestra. Tivoli still standing up 
well with “Show Boat,” but the New 
Empire has slid a shade this week 
with “Broadway Melody,” though 
business is still guod. Piccadilly, 
which opened this 27th with “Divine 
Lady,” synchronized, is doing better 
business than it did with “Noah's 
Ark,” but the Palace with “Moth- 
er’s Boy,” though holding in the film 
for the second week, is not doing 
much business. 

Another West End House 

A. E. Abrahams, who recently 
bought the Golders Green Lido and 
resold it to Maxwell’s Associated 
British Cinemas Co., is after build- 
ing a large house on Shaftesbury 
avenue and Rupert street, couple of 
blocks from Piccadilly Circus. Go- 
ing to call it the Florida, and have 
it decorated like Palm Beach, only 
more. 





Voice Doubles 

Shine here over Laura La Plante 
and “Show Boat.” Because Daily 
Express printed a story Eva Eva- 
lotti ghosted for Laura. And Emily 
Fitzroy declares that impugns her 
honesty, as she has told from the 
Stage wherever “Show Boat” has 
been shown how Laura really did 
sing these songs. 

Lars Hanson playing in a talker 
here is having his dialog ghosted by 
“Unele Jeff” of the British Broad- 
casting Co. Betting is public will 
tumble, as the uncle is familiar on 
the air. 

Carlton Theatre and Films 

Clayton and Waller ran in United 
Artists “Perfect Alibi’ May 31, and 
it looks like this house will stay 
talker for a while, as Universal's 
“Broadway” is following in pretty 
soon. 

Rumor the Savoy theatre, from 
which “Journey’s End” is being 
transferred next week, is to be wired 
for talkers. It wouldn’t be surpris- 
ing if several West End legit houses 


Sant A 
iL 


went dark fer a spell this summer, 


#S usual and made out the time get- | 


ting tulker equipment installed, 





French Quota Reaches 
Floor of U. S. Senate 


Washington, June 11. 

Producers’ fight, via State Depart- 
ment, to tear down the barriers be- 
ing raised abroad against American 
films reached the floor of the Sen- 
ate Friday last. Senator Samuel M. 
Shortr'dge (R.), Calif., informed the 
upper legislative body of the at- 
tempts of the French, in particular, 
and that country’s proposed four-to- 
one quota, 

Senator Shortridge’s remarks de- 
velopec into quite a controversy ty- 
ing in with the present tariff bill 
now being formed and the opposi- 
tion to that measure from several 
sources. Senator William H. King 
(D.), Utah, led this. attack and 
stated that before the Shortridge 
resolution, which calls for the State 
Department to furnish the Senate 
with all correspondence leading to 
its recent protest, was considered, 
he wished to propose an amendment 
to it. 

Meanwhile the State Department 
has instructed the American Am- 
bassador to inform the French gov- 
ernment that if the four-to-one 
thing goes through the American 
industry will withdraw its film. An 
actual boycott. . 

If the American producers accept- 


ed the proposed quota it would 
mean, judging on American films 


shown in France last year, over 70 
French pictures would have to be 
purchased and distributed in the 
United States. An impossibility, ac- 
cording to the distributors here. 
As anticipated, the other coun- 
tries receiving the protest are mark- 


ing time awaiting action from 
France, Two are eliminated for at 
least another year, Spain and 


Czecho-Slovakia, In the first named 
the various Spanish producers have 
submitted the requested reports to 
their government with the great 
majority of the native producers 
stating no quota system was de- 
sired. a 

As to Czecho-Slovakia, the situa- 
tion has passed ‘over to the next 
parliament session. 

Hungary has the State Depart- 
ment guessing ‘n that a 30-to-1 
quota was supposed to become ef- 
fective in that country May 1 last. 
It' didn’t, and the government here 
is not advised as to what the Hun- 
garian officials now intend doing. 





Mexican Protest Against 
English Talker Dialog 


Mexico City, June 2. 

El Universal, one of the leading 
dailies of Mexico City, has started 
a campaign against the American 
talking films. A front page edi- 
torial labeled “For the national lan- 
guage” was really an open letter to 
President Portes Gil asking to pro- 
hibit the showing of talking films 
with dialog in English. 

It is claimed the showing of Eng- 
lish speaking films will damage the 
Spanish language and will tend to 
make it disappear in the future. 

They advocate the sound films, 
but when film has dialog in Eng- 
lish, it should be cut out and Span- 
ish dialog inserted, or if not, then 
plain Spanish titles as heretofore. 

It is a lot of publicity for “Sing- 
ing Fool,” as this is the only talker 
shown so far in Mexico, where the 
only wired house is the Teatro 
Olimpia. In the program figure also | 
three talking shorts. 








M’DONALD ON NEWSREEL 


London, June 11. 
British Movietone filmed and re- 
corded Prime Minister Ramsay 
MacDonald and his cabinet at 10 
Downing street Monday. 





LYONS-CARRERAS BACK 


London, June i11., 
Edward Lyons and Alfred Car- 
reras who built the Lido theatres, 
later sold to a syndicate, are re- 
entering theatre operation. 
New circuit has a $5,000,000 build- 
ing schedule, all houses to be wired. 





First opens shortly at Brixton, | 
Astoria. 
Charles 
Warners at 
general 
cuit. 


Penley, now with 
the Piccadilly, will be! 
manager Of the new cir- 


| clear 


_ FOREIGN FILM NEWS 





S 3 
2 

iz 
By 


= —- 


JAY MILLS 


First Eastern appearance as Mas- 


ter of. Ceremonies at Stanley 
Theatre, Jersey City, N. J. Many 
thanks to my friends, Paul Ash, 


Boris Morris, Harry Crull, and 
My Personal Representative 
PHIL TYRELL 





Berlin 


By C. Hooper Trask 


; 





Berlin, June 2, 
Mady Christians has been engaged 
by the National Film, the German 
brance of Warner Brothers. She 
will star in a silent based on the 
French farce by Verneuil called “My 
Sister and I.” Manfred Noa is di- 
recting. It is planned to synchro- 
nize the picture later and add some 
dialog passages by the star in both 
German and English. Miss Chris- 

tian’s English is very amusing. 


One of the largest American talker 
producers has made an offer to the 
leading German play broking firm 
which controls most of the big 
Viennese and Berlin operetta com- 
posers. The Americans are willing 
to buy out the Germans completely 
to obtain the rights of several com- 
posers for synchronization, 

German Authors’ Association is 
worked up about the affair and is 
taking steps to prevent the sale, 





Edwin Schmidt, for some years 
the head of the United Artists’ dis- 
tribution in Germany, left today. 
His retirement was made necessary 
by the new affiliation between 
United and Terra. 





Mark Roland, composer and con- 
ductor, has been engaged by the 
Ufa as general supervisor of the 
musical end of Ufaton, tts sound 
and dialog product. 





Stealing a Title 

The Europaische Film Produktion, 
Willi, Lehmann, heartng avout the 
success of the “Singing Fool” an- 
nounced the production in Germany 
of a dialogue picture called “Der 
Singende Tor.” As ‘fool’ can also 
be translated “Narr” there was 
nothing for Warners to do but to 
cali their picture “Der singende 
Narr.” They tried to get out an in- 
junction against the Europaische,. 
but without success as the German 
firm was technically in the right. 

Now the Europaische can go vut 
and buy a scenario and engage ac- 
tors and a director to fit their title. 





Ludwig Scheer, new president of 
the German Exhibitors Ass’n., has 
joined the board of directors of the 
International Exhibitors Union. This 
will mean that Scheer intends to 
take a more active interest in inter- 
national film matters than did his 
predecessor. 





At the present moment 18 features 
are being cranked in Berlin stu- 
= and four-fifths are completely 
silent. 





First dialog film which Emi! Jan- 
nings is making for Ufa is coming 
out under Erich Pommer’s super- 
vision. Karl Zuckmayer, one of the 
most popular of German draruatists, 
is working on the scenario, 





Ufa’s Sound Films 


Ufa’s sound production is being 
brought out under the general name 
of Ufaton and is being synchronized 
by Klangfilm, the German firm 
backed by Siemens and Halske, big 
electrical corporation. It is announc- 
ed that all Ufa supers will be made 
190 per cent sound and that others 
will also contain sound effect and 
music. Fer every Ufa film an inde- 
pendent silent version will be turn- 


| ed out. What the Ufa does not make 
announcement  is/| 
| Whether they are producing any 100 


in its 


per cent dialog pictures. 





| Berlin 








| Joe May will supervise hig own 
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Quota Row Staggers Americans 


Blattner Claims Much 
For New Film System 


London, June il, 
German inven- 
returned to London from 
in July for America 
with officials of Eastman’s 


Ludwig Blattner 
tor, just 
leaves 
to confer 

Blattner is said to have a 
plete new system of picture projec- 
tion and sound reproducing. It will 
eliminate celluloid prints and most 
of the mechanical requirements of 
films, is the claim. 

Sound recording on steel wires 
joined with a steel band containing 
the photography with sereen lit 
from stage and film and sound pro- 
jected simultaneously by electro- 
magnetism. 

Present type projectors can be 
used with incandescent light 
and reflector now employed entirely 
omitted, Elimination of fire hazards, 
indefnite preservation of film and 
voice records, claimed. 


com- 


but 


From the producing end the Blatt- 
ner system is said to provide for de- 
magnetizing any portion of the 
sound strip in case of faulty record- 
ing so that it ean be re-recorded 
without scrapping. 


Not to stop at half-way accom- 
plishments the German inventor 
states he expects tod add _ color 
photography to the other things the 
wonder machine can perform. He 
will give a demonstration in London 
shortly when his equipment arrives 
from Berlin. 

If Blattner’s claims are substan- 
tiated it will mean the entrance of 
the steel industry into the film busi- 
ness. Blattner is now affiliated with 
Herbert Wilcox in a sound studio at 
Elstree. 





Havana Chatter 


Havana, June 6. 


are invading the 
Fourth wired house in 
be Saenger’s Principal, 
Opens with sound June 





Talking 
country. 
Cuba will 
Camaguey. 
17. 


films 





Installation at the Prado, Havana, 
is under way for the opening at the 
end of this month, G. Sandore of 
New York is the sound engineer in 
charge of this installation. The 
equipment is Type D for film and 
disc. This new theatrical circuit in- 


tends to install six more equip- 
ments in Havana. cCA Photo- 
phones 


Robert L. Ripley is in town. Ar- 
rived from Guatemala and Honduras 
where he gathered material for a 


new book, 
, 





— 


J. Fernandez, Jr., is the new man- 


ager of Fausto. Formerly with 
Saenger in Mississippi and New 
Orleans, 


Nght clubs dead now. Only places 
doing business, and not much, are 
the roadhouses. Chateau Madrid 
and Summer Casino. Later also 
gambling and jai-alai. In the city 
proper only two are open, Maxim 
and Infierno. 


A wire brought to Marrion Fer- 
rera, mgr. E! Encanto, sad news, 
His mother passed away June $3 at 
his home in New Orleans, 


THE WHY 


London, June Il, 

“Y.e Coq D'or,” polyglot entertain- 
ment by Russians, modeled after 
the “Chauve Souris,” opened last 
night at Daly’s. 

Latter house is for sale and needs 
a tenant. Otherwise attraction 
would hardly have gotten into the 
West End. 








productions at the Ufa this year, 
bringing out three spectals. 


Nine New Houses 

Nine picture houses are now un- 
der construction by the Ufa. The 
first to be opened will be the new 
Ufa Palast at Mainz, seating 1,209. 
At Frankfurt the new house will ac- 
commodate 1,350, at Stettin 1,450, at 
Erfurt 1,200; 

An enormous theatre is 
completion in Hamburg. This will 
be one of the largest in Germany 
and deluxe throvehout. It will hold 
cver 2.909. The other houses 
being built in Neu-Kollin, Stuttzart, 


nearing 


are 


tremen and Lausanne, Switzerland. | *” sae 


All will be wired. 


| 


| 





, 
Bottom iro i ’ the 
film tight as a resu x kienry L 
Stimsor t Ss. S t t f St 
Witharawing trom tne qr i ra 
gle stimsons state of | ‘ . rl - 
lished lieci eSunaay and Was 
effect that the State Departn 
isn’t taking part in the conversa- 
tion, but merely acting ag inter- 


mediary in transmitting develop- 
ments on contingent proposals. 

The declaration ler Amert- 
cans here gasping. They had vehe- 
mently declared to the French trade 
and to French officials on mumerous 
eceasions of late that the whole 
matter was out of their hands and 
was being negotiated by Washing- 
ton, The new phase leaves the 
Americans completely at the mercy 
of the French 


the 


“Bluff” 

producers, who had 
themselves for a long, 
hard battle, are now grinning at 
what they declare to be a new 
manifestation of American “bluff.” 

Nothing has heard from 
Jeam Sapene since the Stimson 
bombshell, A violent altack upon 
Harold Smith, Hays’ local rep, was 
published a few days ago in the 
Paris newspaper of which Sapene is 
director. 

The pinch of famine tn Amert- 
can product already ig felt by 
French exhibitors, Houses which 
formerly showed American product 
have had to book French flickers, 
much to their loss at the boxoffice. 

The next move of the French film 
Commission has been postponed for 
at least a month. 


American 
The French 
entrenched 


been 


Sapene’s “Unien” tdea 

Jean Sapene, “Czar” of the 
French film industry, has a new 
scheme, disclosed at a trade lunch- 
eon Friday. Bright idea is for a 
reguiar union of the European na- 
tionalities, couched in diplomatic 
terms, but of course aimed at Amer- 
ican pictures, 

Luncheon was given by the 
French pieture press syndicate 
Representatives of the Italian and 
German trade were on hand to give 
their vieews. Strangely enough, 
they all coincided in the attitude 
that their own countries should co- 
operate more and more closely with 


the French industry, which in- 
directly was paying the luncheon 
check, 


Special article in the Paris Daily 
Matin, signed “Pierre Gille,” sug- 
gests that Harold Smith, represent- 
ative here of the Hays organization, 
be asked to leave the country, and 
charges that Smith has spread 
anti-French propaganda in con- 
nection with the quota dispute 
Smith denies any such activity. 

Government will make known its 
decision in quota ruling June 15. 
Majority of the exhibitors and a 
portion of the native press continue 
to condemn the quota principle, and 
Americans stand by their declara- 
tion that they will quit the field at 
the expiration of existing contracts 

Convention of exhibitors termi- 
nated here Friday (7) after the 
usual flow of oratory and the ac- 
complishment of practically noth- 
ing definite. 

Committee 1 demanded legislative 
protection, Committee 2, with 
Cooper, Engligh, as chairman, can- 
vassed the talker situation and pre- 
sented a lengthy report calling for 
interchangeability and the suppres- 
sion of the percentage system. 
Same report contained an attack on 
“exaggerated charges” for sound 
equipment. 

Committee 3, studying production 
and booking, dwelt upon the desir- 
ability of higher quality European 
pictures, standardized advertising, 
the suppression of block and blind 
bookings and advised exhibitors to 
refuse percentage contracts calling 
for more than 25 per cent for their 
complete programs 

Committee 4 deplored the heavy 
entertainment taxes, and demanded 
equal treatment for all commercial 


enterprises This report suggested 
the formation of an international 
commission to prepare united ac- 
tion looking to the lightening of 
tax burdens and other matters of 
like kind. 


Music Tax 
-d tho mu- 
particuiar 


conside: 


with 


Commitiee 5 


sic tax problem, 





reference to France, Belgium and 


Luxembourg, and recommended 
that the exhibitors form their own 
supplying theatres with 

é (Continu A on nage §8) 
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local merchants may be mirthfully 
counting up the spoils of last week 
but the amusement emporiums have 
located the pain instigated by the 
arrival of around 90,000 Babbitts 
heavily fezzed at rakish angles, de- 
gree of tilt being according to 
where the sun and moon lay. 

Those happy hail fellows went for 
the California ozone in a big way 
and not much of anything else, and 
the Elks are on their way two weeks 
hence. 

What the theatre mob thinks of 
conventions is a revelation for those 
who take their language straight. 

Out-of-town delegations paraded, 
frolicked, threw firecrackers from 
street cars under passing autos, 
drilled in the city’s Yale Bowl, 
thought every girl was Colleen, 
Clara or Greta, cluttered up traffic 
and slipped into the side streets to 
eat. Traveling from 300 to 3,000 
miles to get away from their own 
band, loyalty demanded they nightly 
stand or sit on the street and listen 
to the same tunes pounded out in 
the same old way. Loyalty or be- 
eause the wives were along. 

Meanwhile, and a long while, Dot 
Maeckaill and Milt Sills were trying 
to entice ’em into the State for “His 
Captive Woman” via some frisky 
lobby posters; “On with the Show” 
was heralding its special Saturday 
midnight display of stage talent, 
and the Paramount was hopelessly 
beckoning for some attention with 
“The Studio Murder Mystery.” Just 
how awkward a back-jack this one 
took off the spring board was evi- 
denced in the splash of $22,000, and 
for this house that’s torture, when 
remembering the week started off on 
a national holiday, Decoration Day. 


Curious Over Chinese 


Considering everything the State 
wasn’t much better off at $28,500, 
although this figure will and must 
suffice. Warners, and its extra 
shaw, ticked off $22,500, oke, and is 
on Hollywood boulevard where 
most of the week’s nightly theatre 
activity took place. Other draw 
was. the Chinese and “Broadway 
Melody.” Big house seemed to 
stand up on the Grauman name, the 
transients evincing a certain curi- 
osity in the house, prolog, and pic- 
dure. Feature counts last in this in- 
stance because it’s been released 
some time now and the Shriners 
may have picked it up in their own 


back yard. However, $24,500 is an 
increase, aided materially by an 


extra night performance. 

“Movietone Follies” took a normal 
slide at the Criterion in its second 
week, losing $3,500 in hitting $15,000. 
Theatre’s advertising has been giv- 
ing. it “that” in the “Artists and 
Models” manner and human nature 
doesn’t change so much, even out 
here, that the males are totally 
pblivicus. Buster Keaton was some- 
thing of a surprise in sending the 
Boulevard to $6,800 on “Spite Mar- 
riage,” but “San Luis Rey” didn’t 
live up to the promise it gave in 
the neighborhoods in only doing 
$8,300 at the Egyptian. Total is all 
right but lacks ginger. 

After having had a dialog lift 
“Four Devils” is now at the Carthay 
Circle. Opened last night (Mon- 
day), succeeding “The Black 
Watch,” quite ready to blow after 
five weeks. Final for the conclud- 
ing 10 days of “Watch” around $10,- 
500, not important dough. “Alibi” 
staked itself to a $19,500 third week, 
just $2,500 down, whieh is satisfac- 
tory at the United Artists. Hill- 
street grabbed $14,000 on “Not 
Quite Decent,” and Van and Schenck 
for the vaude end. Neat. “Show 
Boat” tumbled $1,500 in its sixth 
week to $8,000 and 
16th to make way 
the next night. 

Putting it all together 


for “Broadway” 


it doesn’t 


approach the total expected, pos- 
sibly the result of the populace not 
being able to tell whether it was a 


theatre or a Shriner lighted up. No| 
question that the convention kept a 
lot of the natives at home in the 
interest of wear and tear on 
family car. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Biltmore (Erlanger) “Show 
Boae” «U) 61,550; 50-$1.50) (6th 
week). Down to $8,000 and ready to 
leave: no help from Shriners 
$1.50; 3Sroadway” «U) here June 
17. 

Boulevard (Fox)—'‘ Spite 
Triage” (M-G-M) (2,164; 25-50). 
looked for gift wien gross climbed 
to $6,800: one of few not 
SaQvUaWwWKINE, Him Bes full credii. 

Carthay Circle «Fox)— 
Watehb” «Fox) (1.500: 
week). 


Mar- 


spots 


50-$1.50) (5th 


(Draw pop., 700,000) 
Weather; cloudy, cool. 


Weather break boosted grosses 
$20,000 on an almost even distribu- 
tion among the five main stem 
flicker houses last week. Hippo- 
drome only spot to show no appre- 
ciable increase, 


“Show Boat,” 2nd week at Up- 
town increased grand on word of 
mouth ballyhoo. Gave the Uni- 
versal super $18,000 or $35,000 on 
fortnight, good enough considering 
hot weather, races, daylight saving 
and plenty of other opposition. 


Loew’s and Tivoli each topped 
$16,000 with “San Luis Rey” and 
“Weary River.” Neither picture 
drew other than routine notices, 

“Sonny Boy,” at Pantages, showed 
a good sprint at $14,000. Stage show 
not so breezy. 

Neighborhoods off except Bloor, 
Capitol and Runnymede, three FP 
houses which spotted “Broadway 
Melody” simultaneously. Between 
them over $11,000, hot. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Uptown (FP) “Show Boat” (U) 
(3,000; 30-60). Second week saw 
no fans defending Laura La Plante, 
who continues to be panned, but 
picture copped $18,000 and again led 
town. Nobody can complain except 
Miss La Plante. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60) “San Luis 
Rey” (MG). Picture artistic but 
weak. Sound effects poor. Stage 
vaude got most of $16,500. 

Tivoli (FP) “Weary River” (FN) 
(1,400; 30-65). Opened strong but 
faded bit. Does not look like run 
despite strength at $16,500. 

Pantages (FP) (3,400; 30-60) 
“Sonny Boy” (W). Kid is in. Good 
for this house at $14,000. Few War- 
ner pictures seen here. 

Hip (FP) (2,600; 30-60) “Sunrise,” 
silent (Fox). Waited too long to 
release this one. ‘Too late now. be- 
cause it’s silent. $12,000. 





ROACH’S COLOR 





Los Angetes, June 11. 

As a result of new arrangements 
completed with the Victor Phono- 
graph Company, Hal Roach is going 
ahead with plans to make his musi- 
cal comedies in color, 

Tests of Dr. H. T. Kalmus’ new 
single emulsion color process are 
reported satisfactory and this proc- 
ess will be used. 





showing, but $10,500; never reached 
smash coin; started fairly and eased 
from that point; “Four Devils,” and 
Janet Gaynor’s dialog debut Mon- 
day. 

Criterion (Fox)—‘Movietone Fol- 
lies” (Fox) (1,600; 25-75) (3d week). 
Skidded $3,500, declared normal 
here; $15,000; underpaid gals in ads 
evidently fulfillling their purpose, 
but causing unfavorable comment. 


Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“San Luis 
Rey” (M-G-M), dialog (1,800; 25- 
75). Did very well in some neigh- 


borhoods before raching this stand; 
$8,300 no smash, but pleasant; Lily 
Damita has made solid local !m- 
pression. 

Grauman’s Chinese (U A ‘Broad- 
way Melody” (M-G) 2,028; 50- 
$1.50) (20th week). Those few 
Shriners who did attend pictures 
seemed to congregate here; suffi- 
cient impetus, plus midnight show, 
to reach $24,500: big ads still run- 
ning in Hearst dailies; visitors ap- 





pulls out the 
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Un- | 


‘The Black | 


Passed on with final 19 days’ ' 


parently drawn by house, rather 
than picture. 

Hillstreet (RKO)—“Not Quite De- 
cent” (Fox) (2,950; 25-75). Van and 
| Schenck on_ stage to help, combo 
\clicking off $14,000; little more than 
| just satisfying. 

Loew’s State (Loew-Fox)—"His 
Captive Woman” (FN) (2,042: 25- 
$1). Knocked off $28,500 to lead field 
| by comfortable margin, but not im- 
| pressive, considering holiday start 
ijand festivities in town. 

Paramount (Publix) — “Studio 
|Murder Mystery” (Par) (3,595; 25- 
75). Screening of fan magazine's 
story rolled off local knife; 
| $22,000 brutal with town and thea- 
litres decked out for convention. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“Alibi” 

(WA) (2,100; 25-$1) (3a week). 
}Gathered $19,500 from the burning: 
|doesn’t call for cheers, but will do. 








Warner Bros. (WB)—"“On With 
the Show” (WB) (2,756: 25-75) (4th 
| week). Using lots of newspaper 
| space and stressing Saturday mid- 
might SnHow with WE and FN etage 
tale nt “from east as added attrac- 
| shaeioes stepped off $22,500, fair 
enough. 
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JOSEPH CHERNIAVSKY 


Received the following comment 
from Erno Rapee, Roxy Theatre, 
New York, musical director: “I 
have heard some of the scores you 
made out there and I take this op- 
portunity to congratulate you; they 
are fine and the Universal people 
should be glad to have you with 
them.” Mr. Cherniavsky, who is 
general musical director for Uni- 
versal, has just finished synchroni- 
zation of “The Phantom of the 
Opera” for that company. 


Fox “Follies” $14,000, H. 0. 
In Balto; “Woman” N. S. 6. 


Baltimore, June 11. 


(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather Fair 

A story regarding the New Thea- 
tre here is liable to break any day 
now. Whether it means rebuilding 
the house for larger seatage on the 
same site, a new house on another 
spot carrying the Fox franchise or 
a day and date hook-up with an- 
other house, is still speculation. The 
present theatre is an ell, necking 
one of the retail center’s most valu- 
able corners. When Morris Me- 
chanic bought the house from the 
Whitehurst interests several months 
ago the rumor was that it was a 
real estate speculation, with the 
odds in favor of a resale to interests 
that would erect a large non-theat- 
rical structure on the adjacent cor- 
ner. - Current hints of rebuilding 
house may be in circulation to force 
hand of corner owners which the- 
atre embraces. 

‘Purchase last week by Erlanger 
of Ford’s here probably means that 
this house will be wired and be in- 
termittently booked with talkers 
next - ‘season. Always’ Erlanger 
booked house, but recent seasons 
have had' many dark weeks due to 
lack of legit shows. 

Cooler. weather aided business at 
several downtown houses last week. 
Century was up $1,500 with “Lady 
of the Pavements,” and the Valencia 
with a first run, “Chinatown 
Nights,” got a big b. o. Outstand- 
ing was Fox “Follies” at the New. 
Holding over. “Mary Dugan” at up- 
town Parkway also scored. Keith’s 
somewhat under par with “Dry 
Martini” on screen. Big Stanley 
dropped way down with “His Cap- 
tive Woman,” getting the lowest 
gross in a long while. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew), “Lady of Pave- 
ments” (3,200; 25-60). Talker suf- 
fered from imperfect recording or 
projection here. Lupe Velez build- 
ing. Cooler weather aided, also 
rainy Saturday. “Seashore Follies,” 
stage unit, satisfactory. Teddy 
Joyce, m. ¢c., building steadily. Mats. 
off, school commencements blamed. 
Nights up. Gross ditto; $21,500. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley- Crandall). 
“His Captive Woman” (3,600; 25- 
60). Once more proven this off 
transiént route house can’t pack ‘em 
unless big screen fare. Run of the 
studio won’t do. This one suffered, 
another courtroom story coming on 
heels of “Dugan.” Sills with series 
of poor films has lost local grip. 
Dropped to lowest figure in several 
months; $12,000. 

New (Morris Mechanic), 
“Follies” (1,800; 25-50). Drew 
business, no doubt pulling from 
combo Keith’s. Ran big all week. 
Claimed $18,000, excessive at this 
capacity, with slow turnover, many 
sitting out two shows. Undoubtedly 
biggest business this house had 
since “Street Angel.” Holding over: 
$14,000. 

Valencia (Loew), “Chinatown 
Nights” (1,500; 25-50). First first- 
run film to click big in this upstairs 
house in some time. Drew consist- 
ently, $3,500, good first-run gross in 
this house. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), “Dry Mar- 
tini’” and vaude. Neither film nor 
stage unit, “Marcus Review,” strong 
enough to offset opposition, particu- 
larly Fox “Follies,” few doors away. 








Fox 
big 


Suffered somewhat; $11,000. 
Parkway (Loew, U. A.), “Mary 
Duran” 41, 000- 18-25) Clicked well 


at this uptown stand, doing geod 





throughout; $3,800, biggest gross 


imonth here. 





Different Eyres,” should have been 
heavy box office returns last week. 

New York turned out in respect- 
able numbers for the first three 
named at $2. Here they were mild 


magnets or worse at 60-75c. Gotham 
prestige apparently mean little to 
the gates. Even the pleasing qual- 
ities of the offerings themselves did 
not cause any rush, 


Palm for the best showing goes to 


“Alibi.” It, comparatively, gar- 
nered the biggest gross and won 
the. leading word-of-mouth re- 


sponse, giving the State a profitable 
week but lacking sufficient strength 
to stick for a fortnight and not 
getting nearly the box office play 
it deserved. Every other loop house 
went into the red, and “Mary Du- 
gan” fell down especially hard. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) 
(4,200; 75). “Rainbow Man” (Par) 
and “Varieties of 1929,” Publix unit 
stage. Eddie Dowling may be a 
noise on Broadway, but here his 
name didn't mean a thing to the 
box office. He has not played here 
at any time in person. Simple, clean 
and wholesome picture seemed to 
please those present’ sufficiently, 
judging by outburst of applause at 
its conclusion. Not strong enough, 
however, to exercise any drawing 
power. Stage show good, but not 
up to standard of recent prede- 
ecessors, “Rainbow” too much like 
“Innocents of Paris,” seen at same 
house a few weeks ago, and several 
others presented recently in Minne- 
apolis. Maybe a matter of which 
one get in first. Both released by 
Par. Around $22,000. Bad. 


State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,300; 60). 


“Alibi” (U. A.). Local public for 
gome time has given evidence of 
having tired of underworld and 


crime screen drama, but this pic- 
ture reawakened enthusiasm for 
crook fare. Made better box office 
showing than any recent ‘crook 
photoplay. While profitable, gross 
far under expectations, considering 
favorable word-of-mouth boosting 
provoked. Somewhat too grim, sor- 
did and terrifying for feminine fans 
and matinee biz suffered. Compara-: 
tively good at $13,000. 

Hennepin (Keith's) (2,890;; 50- 
60-75)). “Mary Dugan” «(M-G-M) 
and two-a-day reserved seat vaude 
headlined by Trixie Friganza. 
Vaude below standard of recent 
weeks and just so-so, but corking 
picture should have filled the house 
at every performance. Considerable 
entertainment bargain even so. 
$12,000. Bad, and leaves house still 
very much in red for fourth con- 
secutive week of new policy. Mat- 
inees alarmingly weak. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) 
35). “Black Waters” 
Failed to please. 


(1,300; 
«(World Wide). 
More of the mys- 


tery thriller stuff, and not a good 
one; $4,000; mediocre 

Pantages (1,600; 25-50). “Thru 
Different Eyes” (Fox) and vaude. 
Still another courtroom screen 
drama—albeit rattling good one. 
Nothing in vaude to attract. Such 
a good picture in itself, however, 


merited greater box office response. 
$6,000. Nothing to rave about. 


“Fox Follies” at $8,900 
Best in Providence 


Providence, June 11. 
(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather: Fair and Coo! 

Sudden change from hot to 
weather didn’t affect biz here. 
Loew's State with ‘East Is East” 
took it on the chin. “Fox Follies” 
gave the Victory best break in 
months 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) — 
“Where East Is East” (M-G-M). 
Great support stage bill. Show got 
many raves, but failed to bring in 
jack. $16,000; not so good. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 
‘Innocents of Paris” 
shorts; $11,500; average. 

Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50) 
‘Fox Follies.’ Made best showing, 
comparatively. Picture drew de- 
spite failure to play it up big. $8,900. 
More tf ballyhoo had been used 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-20)—“Hot 


cool 


15-50)— 
(Par); good 


Stuff” (FN); also “Love and Devil” 
(FN) Show liked, but failed to 
draw. $11,200: fair 

Fay’s (Fay) (1.600; 15-50) Stark 
Mad” and vaude.’ Fairly well at 
' $20.2 0¢ 4 


feature, 


Case” 
better than average money at $4,100; 


500; 


of 


at 





against Guy Lombardo’s local name 
orchestra at the Granada. 

The kid star in person and “Mel- 
ody” made too heavy a box office 
magnet for Lombardo’s orchestra to 
buck alone, as the film supporting 
Lombardo, booked for four weeks by 
called “Hardboiled Rose” (WB). Up- 
town, with average business around 
$28,000, got $40,000 with Davey and 
“Melody,” considered great business. 
Lombardo, booked for four weeks bq 
Marks Bros. at $33,000 total salary, 


drew $36,000 into the Granada where 


average business is around $24,000. 
Good money. With “Melody” book- 
ed into the Uptown, Marks should 
have angled for a good picture to 
£0 with Lombardo. 

In the Loop things were pretty 
quiet when it’s considered the town 
held a mob of radio, jewelers, mu- 
sic and other conventions jamming 
all hotels. Legit shows got all the 
breaks, with out-of-towners more 
anxious to see them than the pic- 
tures they can catch in the home 
town. 

Biggest money downtown was 
$49,000 at the Chicago for “Where 
East Is East,” silent, not consider- 
ed a particularly enticing Chaney 
but luckily in the one 
house visitors are told by the na- 
tives to have a look. “Innocents of 
Paris,” starring the French and 
hitherto unknown Maurice Cheva- 
lier, started as a flop at United Art- 
ists, but steadily picked up as com- 
ment spread. First week $24,000, just 
fair, but the daily jump in gross 
indicates a better second week fig- 
ure. 

Oriental was a little better than 
average at $36,000 for “A Man's 
Man,” drawing on Haines’ name. 
Monroe had a pretty good time with 
“Trent's Last Week” at $4,100. 
Among the runs “Desert Song” 
dropped from $32,000 to $26,000 in 
3d week, still good, and “Different 
Eyes” finished two weeks at the 
Roosevelt with $14,000 on the sec- 
ond. 

“Jazz Age” and a trio of former 
“Our Gang” kids on stage at the 
State-Lake good for $23,000. Or- 
pheum started “Time, Place and 
Girl” to a good $11,000. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Chicago (Publix)—“Where East 
Is East,” silent (M-G) and stage 
unit (4,400; 50-75). Biggest house 
and highest money, getting most of 
few conventioneers interested in 
picture entertainment; $49,000, with 
picture getting fair notices. 

McVicker’s (Publix). “Desert 
Song” (WB) (1,865; 50-75). Third 
week, $26,000; opened great at $40,- 
000, with $32,000 24 week. 

Monroe (Fox) “Trent’s Last 
(Fox) (1,000; 50-75). Brought 


liked. 

Oriental (Publix)—*“A Man’s Man” 
(MG) and “Jazz Heaven” unit (3,- 
50-75). Haines always good 
for extra money, as is Al Kvale, m 
c.: oke at $36,000. 

Orpheum ( Warner)—“Time, Place, 
Girl’ (WB) (760; 50). Knocked off 
nice start at $11,000; held over. 

Roosevelt (Publix) “Different 
Eyes” dialog (Fox) (1,500; 50-75). 
Tough weather break on opening, 
drawing $18,000, and failed to show 
stuff in second and last, with $14,- 
000; “Rainbow Man,” with Eddie 


Dowling in person first week in. 


State-Lake (Keith)—"“Jazz Age” 
(FBO) and vaude (2,700; 50-75). 
Drawing picture and good vaude 
lineup, including former “Our Gang” 


trio headlined, $23,000. 


United Artists (UA)—“Innocents 
Paris” (Par) (1,700; 50-75). 
Chevalier feature started slowly, 
but picked up consistently; not high 
$24,000, but pickup promising. 
Held over 


“Glad ie Doll” to $18, 800 
Fair Wk. at Strand, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, June 11. 

Considering the weather, array of 
pictures, ete., theatres didn’t do so 
badly. At the Paramount “The 
Rainbow Man.” stage show, to $49.- 
800 

Strand had “Glad Rag Doll’ and 
brought in $18,800, fair. Picture 
wasn’t liked by the critics but fans 
came just the same. 

Other downtown houses plugged 
along. At Fox “The Far Call,” weak 
film with a lavish silk fashion show 
by local department store 

Albee had “Dangerous Woman,” 
with vaude, TO} =$2Z5,UUU Luew Ss 
Metropolitan, “The Pagan,.’’ Novarr« 


picture, went to $21,800, so-se vaude: 
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~ Moderate Grosses Satisfactory 


Along Bway as Summer Commences 





- 


Broadway enters the summer in- 
terlude with moderate grosses. 
Cohan, Selwyn and 44th Street, re- 
cently occupied by $2 pictures, are 
now dark, easing up somewhat the 
enervating competition among the 
reserved -seaters, 

Of this latter group, “Bulldog 
Drummond,” against dropping trade 
all around, was able to climb $2,000 
with the mild weather that suc- 
ceeded the preceding week's blast 
of heat. 

Roxy has announced a new sum- 
mer policy to eliminate anything of 
a too-heavy or classical nature. 
Paramount has Paul Ash back for 
a second try. At the Capitol, where 
they keep their m.c.’s a year each, 
policy remains the same. As a con- 
trast with a couple of years ago, 
prior to the sound era when pic- 
ture house emphasis was on presen- 
tations, it may be noted that but 
three of Broadway's current total of 
17 film parlors are using flesh and 
blood stage talent. And only five 
houses employ musicians, 

Two weeks washed up. “This Is 
Heaven" at the Rivoli, another in- 
different fortnight preceding with 
“Bternal Love.” House now has 
“She Goes to War,” after which it 
is due to get “Thunderbolt,” first 
Paramount picture to play the loca- 
tion in months and breaking a 
sequence of United Artists pictures 
starting with “The Iron Mask,” 

“On with the Show” looks like a 
summer sticker at the Winter Gar- 
den. It has the additional impetus 
of being a pioneer effort and a topic 
ef conversation. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Apollo — “Bulldog Drummond" 
(UA) (1,270; $1-$2) (6th week). 
Sam Goldwyn had this one for con- 
solation while “This Is Heaven” 
wasn’t doing so hot at Rivoli. “Bull- 
dog” climbed back with break in 
weather, just falling short of $17,- 
000, only about $300 behind “Broad- 
way Melody,” the street’s pace- 
setter for the past four months. 

Astor—“Broadway Melody” (M-G) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (18th week). Down 
to $17,300. Released nationally, but 
not slated for Capitol, New York, 
before’ fall. Enters the summer 
with momentum behind it. 

Cameo—“Wild Heart of Africa,” 
silent (Expedition) (540; 50-75). 
Freak attractions with masculine 
appeal. Holdover week topped 
$6,000. “Kitty,” British interna- 
tional picture, with dialog sequences 
made in America (Photophone), 
now current. 

Capitol—“A Man's Man,” silent 
(M-G-M) (4,620; 35-75 - $1.50). 
Haines picture held over on average 
$75,200. 

Central—“The Squall” (FN) (922; 
$1-$2) (5th week). Figured between 
$5,000-$6,000, which means Nubi 
won't be around much longer, Took 
a bad drubbing from the heat week 
before last and didn’t recover. 

Criterion—“Four Feathers” (Par) 
(802; $1-$2). Paramount picture, 
well lithographed in advance, opens 
tonight (Wednesday). 

Embassy—‘Father and Son” (Co- 
lumbia) (596; $1-$2) (2d week). 
First booked for Roxy. Not $2, but 
liked. Short engagement as Broad- 
way build-up. First week around 


$5,000. 
Gaiety—“Black Watch” (Fox) 
(868; $1-$2) (4th week). Average 


trade for. heart-of-square location. 
Around $7,500. 

Globe — “Broadway” (U) (1,418; 
$1-$2) (3d week). First full week 
gross $15,400. Among first four at- 
tractions at scale, 

Harris — “Madame X” (M-G-M) 
(1,101; $1-$2) (8th week). Has 
done well despite unarrested down- 
ward slump from week to week. 
High rating as first dialog tragedy. 
Last week $10,000. 

Paramount—“Rainbow Man” 
(Sonoart-Par) (3,666; 40-65-75-$1). 
Final week of Rudy Vallee $74,100, 
$300 better than previous week. 
Radio favorite box office first four 
weeks. Eddie Dowling picture just 
off 42d street, where it ran six 
weeks at $2. 

Rialto—“Cocoanuts” (Par) (1,904; 
35-50-85) (3d week). Marx Bros. 
slapstick opera down to $29,400 
after opening week’s $43,100, “Alibi” 
expected to follow June 22, giving 
“Cocoanuts” four weeks instead of 
anticipated six. 

Rivoli— “This Is Heaven” (UA) 
(2,200; 35-50-85) (2d, final week). 
Vilma Banky conveyance developed 
little speed locally; $19,700 makes 
two-week total $47,500. 

Roxy — Fox “Follies” (6,205; 50- 
75-$1-$1.50) (2d, final week). Couple 
of good tunes helpful. Around $90,- 
000 on second week, following $107,- 
200. Not sensational, but oke for 
summer. “The One Woman Idea” 
(Fox) current, with “Four Devils” 
to follow. 

Strand — “Glad Rag Doll” (WB) 
(2,900; 35-50-65-75). Dolores Cos- 
tello picture got $32,000, Theme 
Song of same title published months 
in advance of picture tie-up and 
refrained all anybody could want. 

Warners’ — “Honky Tonk” (WB) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (2d week). Sophie 
Tucker picture opened last Tueasa- 





“Alibi” Didn’t Hold Up 
Columbia, Wash., $9,000 


Washington, June 11. 
(White Pop., 450,000) 
Weather—Cool 

Not yet reaching a talker Novarro 
still gets them, with the Palace do- 
ing right well with his “Pagan.” 
Others in this house past several 
weeks in silents did not fare so well, 
hence the Novarro count welcome. 

“Noah's Ark” started successfully 
for a protracted stay at the Met. 

Others were running about to 
form, Earle had “Innocents of 
Paris” and after a terribly slow 
opening started to build and saved 
what looked to be headed for a 
truly bad week. Fox took $13,000 
tumble from the preceding week 
with “Movietone Follies,” going to 
$17,000 for “Girls Gone Wild.” New 
schedule of pictures for this house 
gives all talkers for balance of 
summer instead of saving them for 
the Fall. 

Rialto did well with “Last Warn- 
ing,” while the Co'umbia didn’t do 
so well, though the figure tallied 
with the Rialto. Alibi fell $5,000 
under Columbia's average. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—“Alibi” (U.A.) 
(1,232: 35-50). Though stressing, in 
lack of ‘names, local girl in pic- 
ture failed to stick more than one 
week allotted and $9,000; good but 
not up to usual, 

Earle (Staniey-Crandall)—“Inno- 
cents of Paris’ (Par) 2,244; 35-50). 
Started looking bad, but spurted. 
$12,000. 

Fox (Fox) — “Girls Gone Wild” 
(Fox) and stage show (3,434; 35-50- 
75). Not expected to do anything 
like preceding “Follies” and didn't; 
topped $17,500, though, 

Palace (Loew)—“The Pagan” (M- 
G) and stage show (2,363; 35-50). 
Novarro sings only in this one and 
continues to attract femme trade; 
above $21,000; $3,000 over previous 
week. 

Rialto (U)—“Last Warning” (U) 
(1,927; 25-50). Not big figure con- 
sidering capacity, but is that when 
comparing with previous business; 
around $9,000. 


Thrift Week Tie-up; 
Pan’s and K. C. Bank 


Kansas City, June 11. 

Torrential rains Saturday and 
Sunday evenings put a crimp in the 
box-office returns for the openings. 
Managers commence to think the 
weather man has a double-cross on 
them, as the same thing has become 
a regular occurrence. 

Newman celebrated its 10th anni- 
versary with “Innocents of Paris” 
and an all-mechanical bill. First 
time since its opening the anni- 
versary week did not see some kind 
of a stage show. 

“High Voltage” was film at the 
Mainstreet, but Nick Lucas stage 
draw, sure box-office here. Starting 
next Saturday, the house changes 
from Sunday to Saturday opening. 

Pantages continues with five acts 
and a first-run picture, with busi- 
ness consistent all spring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet—“High Voltage” (3,200; 
25-35-50-60). Bill Boyd likable in 
“High Voltage.” Picture meant lit- 
tle, as most came to hear Nick 
Lucas on stage. Other acts. Ca- 
pacity report for nearly all per- 
formances; $22,000. 

Loew’s Midland— “The Pagan,” 
silent (4,000; 25-35-50). When 
“White Shadows” was shown on 
this same screen some months ago 
the business was not so good—too 
much seas, sharks, etc.—but with 
the same scenery and Ramon No- 
varro singing “The Pagan Love 
Song" things were. different and the 
flappers flocked. Theme song about 
best heard in a picture, and music 
stores had many calls; $16,000. 

Pantages—‘“Bachelor Girl” (2,200; 
25-35-50). Thrift week at the Pan 
through tie-up with local bank giv- 
ing checks for $1 to all comers, with 
the provision they start bank ac- 
count with $5 deposit. Picture 
pleased and vaude of good value. 
Business steady; $11,200. 

Newman — “Innocents of Paris" 
(1,890; 25-40-60). Theatre’s 10th 
anniversary and program good one, 
all sound. This week “Rainbow 
Man,” originally set for Royal 
Week held up nicely at $15,400. 

Royal—“Studio Murder Mystery” 
(840; 25-40). Lovers of detective 
stories and murder mysteries in 
their glory; $4,000. 











day. Generally pannea and tiittle 
chance at $2. First four days around 
$3,600. 

Winter Garden—‘“On With the 
Show,” Technicolor and _ dialog 
(WB) (1,494; $1-$2) (3d Week). 
Siriking snappy gait. On first full 


week hit $20,000. 
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WALTER WOOLF 


Starring in the screen version of 
Hammerstein's operetta, “GOLDEN 


DAWN,” for Warner Bros. This 
will be ‘the first picture under a 
long-term contract with Warner 
Bros, 
Direction 
M. S. BENTHAM 
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Nothing Hot in Portland; 
Grosses Run Mildly 


Portiand, Ore., June 11, 

Shows have keen drawing well, 
but summer business hits slump 
with big competition of auto roads. 
Weather last week mild and 
changeable. Business off from last 
month's standard grosses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60) 
“Rainbow Man.” Exploited well, 
but mild reception. Sound shorts; 
$12,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 35-60) 
“East Is East,” program picture. 
F & M's “Bows and Beaux,” good 
stage show; $14,800. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) 
(1,200; 35-50). Second week “Alibi” 
fair. Sound shorts; $5,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 50). 
Third week, “Desert Song”; did 
good final week; $6,000. 

“Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,200; 
25-50). “Sal of Singapore,” Oriental 
program picture. Business steady; 
$4,000. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35). 
“The Squrll,” all talking. Okay. 
Stage stock; $5,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50). 
“Father and Son.” . Vaude. Fair 
program. Quiet; $9,500. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25) 
Second week, Duffy stock in mu- 
sital, “No, No, Nanette.” Chorus 
of Junior League girls; $1,000. This 
house will close in two weeks. 
Henry Duffy’s stock getting bad 
break of late. 


“SONG” AHEAD 2D WEEK 


Tacoma, June 11. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Warm 

With the Broadway still dark, an- 
other first-run house due to open 
here soon. Constanti’s Riviera, just 
back of the Pantages. Seats about 
650. Constanti has been running 
show shops in Puyallup and Sum- 
ner. Will be grind at 35c. RCA 
Photophone at Riviera. 

W. L. Skelly, working his way up, 
is asst. mgr. to Cecil Miller at the 
Pantages. Rumors house will cut 
vaude for summer denied, 


Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,500; 35-50)—"*Melody 
of Love” (U). Nice biz; $5,400. 

Blue Mouse (650: 35-50-75—“Des- 
ert Song” (WB). Solid wallop in 2d 
week: $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 
“The Letter” (Par). Good opening, 
then weaker; $4,500. 

Colonial (Fox) (860; 25-35)— 
“True Heaven” (Fox). House wired 
for June 15, $2,100. 





25-35-60)— 





First Nite Analysis 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

A casual watcher of local 
picture first nights recently 
analyzed the average premiere 
audience, His figures show 
that of 100 men, 20 retired 
farmers, 15 out-of-town visit- 
ors, 10 reaj estate salesmen, 
8 business men, 6 screen ex- 
tras, 4 lawyers, 3 newspaper- 
men, 3 agents, 2 bootleggers, 2 


college boys, 1 picture exec 
and 1 screen actor (feature 
variety). 


Of 100 women 2 were dig- 
nified dolis in evening clothes 
(occupation a mystery), 17 


wives who work at the busi- 
ness, 15 divorcees (°29 vint- 
age), 13 old maids, 12 busi- 


ness women (hard-boiled), 10 
clerks, 6 stenogs, 3 smoking, 
2 who eat sweets, 1 manicurist 
amd 1 chorine. 











‘Show Boat’ With $28,500 Sends Publi 





Calif., Frisco, Into Lead: First Time 





Silent Films Snowed 


Under in Montreal’ 


Montreal, June Ll. 
(Draw Pop, 600,000) 
Weather: Cold and Rain 

Wet holiday on King's birthday 
with cold wet weather whole week 
forced grosses back into winter fig- 
ures. Another fortnight and there 
will be only one small first run 
house giving silent films, not count- 
ing the Imperial, which relies 
mainly on vaude for gross. 

“Mary Dugan” at Palace ran 
away with first place, $22,000. Cen- 
sors left the picture alone and Mon- 
treal’s favorite daughter, Norma 
Shearer, had a lot to do with it. 

“New Year's Eve” at Loew's not 
much more than filler to vaude bill. 
$14,000, better than for some weeks 
past. Neighborhoods jumped every- 
where. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-65) “Mary 
Dugan” (M-G-M). One of best dia- 
logs ever put on here, $22,000. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 40-65) “Di- 
vine Lady” (FN). Nice costume 
film popular with Old Country fans. 
Snappy. $16,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) “New 
Year's Eve” (silent) (Fox), Proved 
difficulty silent houses are now un- 
der in getting half way satisfactory 
releases. Peor picture that was 
hardly good enough for filler. Vaude 
took all of fair gross of $14,000. 

Imperial (RKO) (1,900; 35-75) 
“Dancing Vienna” (silent) (FN). 
First European-made picture by FN 
did not impress fans. Vaude took 
everything here, too. $8,000. 


Seattle Reports Publix 








Seattle, June 11, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather: Warm 

With Pantages closed for sum- 
mer, other houses affected but little, 
biz still way off. Seattle had im- 
proved week with “The Rainbow 
Man.” Fans miss Publix - stage 
shows. 

Orpheum did a little better, only 
vaude house in town now. Fifth 
Avenue holding its own, as only 
presentation picture house in town. 
Fox had a fair week with “Movie- 
tone Follies.” 

“The Desert Song” carries a mag- 
net and getting good biz. 


Matinees seem off all over. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Captive Woman” (FN) F. & M. 
stage unit. Good; $17,000. 

Fox (2,500; 25-60) — “Movietone 
Follies” (Fox). Fair week; $16,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
75)— Glad Rag Doll” (WB). Second 
week, and they like it; $7,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 


75)—"Desert Song” (WB). Third 
week and strong; $11,600. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
“Making the Grade” (Fox). Fair; 
$3,400, 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-$1)—‘“Hard 


Boiled Rose (WB). Myrna Loy in 
lights. Better; $10,000. 


“Man I Love’ Title 
Disappoints Sex Seekers 


St. Louis, June 11. 
(Oraw. Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather: Cool, With Rain 

Business generally fair last week. 
Cold weather followed rain Sunday 
and lasted till Wednesday, when it 
cleared up and was okay until 
Thursday night, when rain again. 
Municipal Opera, in its first week, 
didn’t help the shows any. 

None of the houses had anything 
outstanding, so week was consid- 
ered good. ‘‘Molly and Me,” at the 
St. Louis, was the best, which isn’t 
shouting any praises. Billie Dove's 
“Careers” helped Ed Lowry’'s pull 
at Ambassador, but many vacant 
seats attracted attention. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75). 
“Careers.” One of best talkers, con- 
sidering only mechanics; sound al- 
most perfect; Lowry’s stage show. 





$27,700. 

Fox (6,000; 35-75). “Black Watch” 
(Fox). Vaude, 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65). 
“The Pagan" good acting and 
sound, but poor picture. Shorts; 
$17,300. 

Missouri (3,800; 35 - 50 - 65 - 75) 


“Man I Love.” Title misleading, 





disappointed sex film fans. Harry 
Rose’s stage show; $23,560. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75). 
“Desert Song,” finai week. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65) “Molly 
and Me” (T-S). Entertaining. 


bg . 
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Stage Shows Missed 


Blue 
Mouse also lining ‘em up nights. 


? _—- --- = 


San Francisco, June 11. 


(Draw Pop, 750,000) 


Weather: Warm and Cloudy 
Probably the vacation season hurt 
last week, but most of the houses 


felt the lack of interest. 
way of big attractions. 

Warfield had Clark and McCul- 
lough on the stage, but they were 
unable to stand off a mediocre pic- 
ture. No improvement here over 
week before. 


Little in 


California came through com- 
paratively strong in the week's 
standing. With “Show Boat,” the 


Publix house, for the first time in 
years, led the Market street parade. 
All who saw “Studio Murder” at 
the Granada liked the picture, but 
not enough saw it to make the box- 
office happy. “Stolen Kisses” went 
only fair at Davies and followed 
Thursday after a week’s run with 
“From Headquarters.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Warfield (Fox-Loew) (2,672: 
65-90), “Girls Gone Wild” 
Did not get crowds; $23,500. 
Granada (Publix) (2,698; 85-50- 
65-$1), “Studio Murder Mystery” 
(Par). Fairly good picture, but 
lacked punch to get ’em in; $17,200. 
California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 


50- 
(Fox). 


65-90), “Show Boat.” First week 
made record of several years, 
$28,500. 


St. Francis (Publix) (1,367; 35- 
50-65-90). “Innocents of Paris” (Par). 
Sixth week and still going strong; 
$9,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,367; 50-65- 
90), “Desert Song.” Fifth and final 
week; $14,000. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90), “Stolen Kisses” (WB). Only 
fair at $9,000. 

El Capitan (Ackerman-Harris), 
“The Iron Mask” (UA). Got $16,000. 


“Careers” Pittsburgh Flop; 
“Pagan,” Silent, Liked 


Pittsburgh, June 11, 

A silent picture gave talkers the 
run-around here last week; “Pa- 
gan,” at Penn, setting pace for 
town’s first-run houses, Question, 
however, whether the picture or 
houses responsible. Penn could 
possibly draw with anything. With 
show, “Parisian Nights,” claimed 
around $34,000, excellent consider- 
ing a couple of hot days. Most of 








mo f on account of daylight sav- 
ngs. 

“Desert Song;” in third and iast 
week at Grand, tumbled again, 
hardly bettering $11,000. Aldine 


Seattle (Publix) (3,106; 25-60)—|had “Speakeasy,” and got around 
“Rainbow Man” (Par). Better; $15,250, satisfactory. ‘ 
$12,000. Careers,” and Charlie Melson’s 


stage show got Stanley around $27,- 
000 again. Housé seems to be stick- 
ing at this figure. Cutting down 
overhead here, having canned sing- 
ing chorus of 34 voices with ex- 
ception of a couple of male quar- 
tets. Several in pit orchestra also 
given notices. 

Enright took another licking with 
“The Bachelor Girl.” Even a two- 
day sojourn would have been too 
much for this one. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Penn—(Loew’s (UA.) (3,300; 25- 
35-60-75) “Pagan,” silent (M-G). 
Second silent picture in as many 
weeks, but made little difference to 
house’s regulars who keep coming 
just the same. Around $34,009 con- 
sidered more than satisfactory for 
this time, Publix unit, “Parisian 
Nights,” swift presentation and 
Wesley .Eddy, new m. e., liked. 
House seems to have settled downs 
to nice, even summer business al- 
ready. 


Stanley — (Stanley-WG) (3,600: 
25-35-60) “Careers,” dialog (FN). 
One of Billie Dove's prize flops, 


though Dove name means some- 
thing around here and gross ap- 
proximated $27,000. Whether star’s 
name will mean anything after this 
is a question, though. Fans snick- 
ered throughout at her supposedly 
serious moments and her sobbing— 
and there was a lot of it. Charlie 
Melson, m. c., becoming quite a local 
fav, clicking with both men and 
women, Melson sticks for summer 
after coming in for only four weeks. 
Being 24-sheeted all over town. 

Grand—(Stanley-WB) (2,000: 50- 
75) “Desert Song,” dialog (WB). 
One of season's bad boys here. In 
third and last week, lucky if it got 
$11,000; very bad. Public indif- 
ference to this evident from outset. 
“Noah’s Ark” in now for run; open- 
ing nicely Saturday. 

Aldine—(1cew’s) (1,900: 25-35-50) 
“Speakeasy,” dialog (ox). Pulled 
over $15,000 for single week here, 
rating it in moderate money class. 
Mat trade way off but night biz 
kent things moving. 

Enright — (Stanley-WB) (3.700: 
25-35-50-60) “Bachelor Girl,” dialog 
(Columbia). Anything but picture 
for full week run. Just another of 
the series the Enrieht must con- 
tend with. Dick Powell's stage 
ishow helned no end. Biz ordinary, 
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Co e Gr f M BALTIMORE 
mparative Grosses for May oy a a Ke 
CENTURY “Gentlemen |“Nothing But|“Man ! Love”| “Voice of 
High. .$27,000| of Press” Truth” $21,000 City” 
P : ? Low... 15,000 $17,000 $21,000 $20,000 
Table of grosses during May for towns and houses as listed. High and Stage Show 
fow gross records for the theatre are given, with the title of the picture, mA EY “Coquette” Mary, sabe “Innocents of 
gh.. ,50 22, ugan J aris 
week. played and gross for that week, = Low... 12,500] All Sound $19,000 $15,000 
When theatre plays stage show that is indicated. VALENCIA “Broadway | “iron Mask” “Coquette” “Carnation 
High. .$11,000 Melody” $3,300 2,70 i 
NEW YORK Low... 1,900 $4,500 ’ $1,900 
ow 
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 KEITH’S |. “Scandal” . “Charlatan” 
CAPITOL “Desert “The Pagan’| “San Luis “East Is High. .$18,000 $12,000 $13,000 
High. . $98,200 Nights” $78,200 Rey” East” LOW 00 
Low... 30,000 $74.300 $73,900 $74,600 
Stage Show SEATTLE 
PAR- “Betrayal” “Gentlemen “Dangerous “Man | Love” 

AMOUNT $81,100 of a “See mee $73,800 May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
ste? - ee Stage Show $78,7 F SEATTLE “Letter” “Innocents of “Dangerous a 
LT - ——;, ——; | High. .$26,000 $14,000 Paris” Woman Press 

“Not ite | ‘The Valiant” | ‘The Valiant” |“Fox Follies” , , 00 
me ed Bm te hn $83,000 $88,900. $107,200 Low... 11,000] Stage Show $12,000 . $21,600 $11,0 
co : 70.000 $86 000 uke oa Bas — an: > es ee eer 

sin : 5 High. .$17, 11,00 $8, ng ng 
Stage Show ’ 
a a —] eee YT Pee 
High. Seis hn sores $45,700 $30,500 FIFTH AVE.| “Different “Pagan” “Girls Gone “Valiant” 
sor hae (ist week) High. .$26,000 Eyes” $17,000 Wild” 914,000 
All Sound Low... 11,000 oe $13,000 
- All Soun 
LOS ANGELES PANTAGES | “Scandal” “Wolf's “Father and | “Jazz Age” 
High. .$22,500 $6,600 Daughter” Son” $5,700 
Low... 4,800 Vaude $5,900 $6,000 
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 ORPHEUM “Black “Two Weeks “High “Stolen 
EGYPTIAN “Hearts in |“Wild Party”| “The Letter” “Voice of High. .$17,000 Waters” Off” Voltage” Night 
High. .$14,000 Dixie” $6,900 $9,500 City” Low... 6,500 $8,900 $9,300 $9,300 * $10,300 
Low... 6,000 $7,700 $6,900 Vaude 2 
Stage Show |} ____ . BLUE “Coquette” “Alibi” “Alibi” “Glad Rag 
LOEW'S “San Luis “Pagan” “Different “Valiant” MOUSE $7,300 $9,000 $6,000 Doll 
STATE Rey” $31,150 Eyes” $17,500 High. .$16,000| (4th week) $10,400 
High. .$48,000 $33,800 $25,000 Low... 5,009 All Sound 
Low... 15,600} Stage Show ‘ 
~ PAR- “Hole in “Geritlemen “Dangerous | “Innocents of ST. LOUIS 
AMOUNT Wall” of Press” oman” * Paris” 
High. .$57,800 $23,000 $21,000 $22,800 $26,000 May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
Low..._16,600) _ All’ Sound 7 PINTS) AMBASSA- “Glad Rag | “Two Weeks “Stolen “Innocents of 
UNITED “Coquette” “Coquette” “Coquette Al ron DOR Doll” Off” Kisses” Paris” 
ARTISTS $18,150 $12,500 $12,500 $22,0 High. .$46,880 $35,300 $30,500 $27,100 $20,500 
hg tt er cere Low... 20,500| Stage Show (Low) 
- SE - z - , LOEW'S “Mary “Alibi” “East Is 
WARNER “Desert “Time, Place, = with i> with STATE Dugan” $18,900 East” 
BROS. Song Girl Show ow High. .$31,500| $27,200 $16,500 
High. .$38,800 $22,000 $18,000 $35,000 $32,000 | roe *"s9's00| all Sound 
Fh ee Ba An Sound MISSOURI is Be rtm “sonoma of Me se oon) 
High, .$29,500 ose ildren ress urder 
CHICAGO Low... 13,700 ee $19,100 $17,900 pepe 
Stage Show w 
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
CHICAGO “Divine “The Letter” “lien 1 Love” “Han J Love” SYRACUSE 
High. .$71,300 Lady” $59,500 52,000 ’ 
Low... 33,000 $52,000 May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
—__._______ | Stage Show STRAND |“Sonny Boy”| “One Stolen “Desert “Desert 
McVICKER’S| “Broadway “Broadway “Desert “Desert High. .$15,000 $7,000 Night” Song” Song” 
High. . $53,000 Melody” Melody” Song” Song” Low..: 4,0001| All Sound $6,000 $9,000 $8,000 
Low... 13,000 $27,000 $25,000 $40,000 $32,000 ~~EMPIRE “Times “Qtrance . @Not Quite @Father and 
(Fifth week) High. .$11,000 Square” Cargo Decent” Son” 
All Sound Low... 3,500 $3,500 $5,000 $6,000 $4,500 
MONROE /|“Old Arizona”| “Hearts in “Hearts in | “Speakeasy” (Low) 
High . . $12,500 Dixie” Dixie $4,600 STATE “Mary “Spite “Alibi” “Pagan” 
Low... 2,700} _All_ Sound $6,200 $4,100 High. .$32,400| Dugan” Marriage” $16,500 $15,500 
ORIENTAL | “Dangerous “Voice of “Saturday’s | “Betrayal” | Low... ~- 10,000 $24,500 $16,000 
High. . $52,000 Woman” and awity” and | getty $35,000 ECKEL “Show Boat” “Show Boat” | “Wild Party” “Wild Party” 
Low... 20,000 Lights ee $40, High, . $20,000 $16,000 $9,600 $10,000 $5,000 
’ Low... 500 (ist wee , 
$37,000 
Stage Show 
ORPHEUM |"“Giad Rag | “Glad Rag |~“My Man” |"From Head: MINNEAPOLIS 
High. .$16,900 Doll” ° p quarters 
Low... 4,800] (ist week) $8,500 $8,100 ena May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
‘ All Sound cnen akan Boe But “eee Beas of a wv 
“ “ “Ww “Th Differ- | High. . $45,200 rut oman aris 0, 
ieenenase| | Rie River’ River’ ent Eyes” |Low... 17,600| — $40,000 $22,500 $26,000 
Low... 9,000 $35,600 $22,000 $18,000 $18,000 Stage Show 
(Record) STATE “Broadway “Gentlemen “Desert “Desert 
All Sound 5 High, . $28,000 Melody” of Press” Song” Song” 
STATE- “Donovan - “Molly and | “Hole in the “Scandal” j|Low... 4,500 $14,006 $12,000 $19,000 $13,000 
LAKE Affair” Me” Wall” $20,000 (24 week) 
High. .$34,000 $26,000 $25,000 $21,000 All Sound : “Eves 
Low... 16,000 Vaude Sirk Gsehe Maw ha. ‘: js ide of a see 
” “ ” “ rette” “Eternal High. .$22,000 ig arriage mpire u 
awtiare | baue “Sn “ie Love” jLow... 5,000/ $10,200 $14,000 $12,000 $14,200 
Bigh. .$43,500 (Record) $20,600 aude 
Low... 11,000 All Sound w HINGTON 
SAN FRANCISCO | —— —— ——— ——— 
ay ay si ay ay 
May 4 May 71 May 18 May 28 ~ vice aiaaee ee — ey — ei Be 
rv} : “ W “ "Th Vali nt” High.. 19, > 1, 1 500 ’ 
P Load. yA “eigge@ These Dunec 3 $23,500 Low... 5,500 (2a week) 
Low... 16,700 $29,000 $31,500 All Sound 
Stage Show Bh ge “ygneorens be i. arte My a — 
” F ia “ High. .$24, oman 0° ildren R 
au taise| Ghee | teake | bee | Wena [Lew... @s00| gineee $13,800 $10,500 
Low... 6,200| Stage Show $22,500 $17,800 $16,900 Ox Ms Sound _— — —| a — 
upo; URai onovan olen ifferen ex Follies 
senna | pene pee | et RMan® | High..$36,200| Affair” Night” Eyes” $30,000 
High. .$34,000 $23,500 $18,300 $17,000 $15,100 Low... 14,500 $20,500 $16,900 $20,000 
Low... 6,200; All Sound ; Meee Show e . 
8ST. FRANCIS|“The Letter”) “Night Club”) “Innocents of | “Innocents of METRO- Close Desert Desert Desert 
High. .$22,200 $7,200 $5,700 Paris” Paris” POLITAN Harmony Song Song Song 
Low... 3,000] An Sound ; $12,000 $10,800 High. .$21,000 eee $17,000 $14,500 $10,000 
a ES (3d week) (4th week) | Low... 5, oun 
~ ” “ a 7 PALACE “Gentlemen “Mary “Eternal “East Is 
wlign.-484300| 88200. | Sang | Seng | song | teh. A24t00| he | Buy | ete | saith 
4, ; 15,500 |Low... 11, : ; ; ' 
Low... 7,000} All Sound at oe $17,500 $ pany 
RIALTO a. —". —"o — “Syncopa-  epeape- 
High. .$22,500 13,50 10,50 tion ion 
KANSAS CITY Low... 4,000] (4th week) $9,000 $6,000 
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
MAIN “Two Weeks —- yt pra Ay asa Pes BOSTON 
TREET Off” oy” hildren’ e 
High. - $30,000 $18,000 $20,000 $17,500 $16,500 May 4 er _Tt May 18 May 25 
Low... 8,000} Stage Show STATE “Duke Steps San Luis Alibi” “East Is 
OEW’S “Mar “San Luis “Alibi” “East Is High. .$40,000 Out” Rey” $20,300 East” 
MIDLAND ad Rey” $14,500 East” Low... 16,400 $28,000 $19,800 $17,200 
High. .$30,000 $21,000 $13,500 $14,000 hey wena “a — et w¥we Weeks 
Low... 10,500 All Sound A oman 19, 19,300 sd 
NEWMAN |“Sonny Boy”| “Gentlemen |“Man | Love”| “Gilad Rag Mish. «Woes $17,000 $12,500 
High. .$33,000 $14,600 of Press’ $14,000 Doll” Low... 12,50 > at i (Low) 
=, ; nd 13,000 $14,000 METRO- “Gentlemen “Hole in “Innocents of | “Dangerous 
Low... S00 | 20 : a: POLITAN of Press” Wall” Paris” Woman” 
PANTAGES “Triai “rearts ii “Girl on “Speakeaey” 68.900 36.300 a, . |. ——. voman 
ies. fees] “Marriage” | Dinles | Barge. | Ae eae et eee | ee 
Wiese , ’ , ’ 
Vaude 
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“East Is East” $47,000, 
Mastbaum; Show Panned 


Philadelphia, June 11. 

Stanley Company has reconsid. 
ered its decision to close the Stan. 
ton, announced as one of the houses 
to,be given up entirely in the cam. 
paign to cut down over-seating here, 
Weekly change policy now in force, 

With excellent weather conditiong 
business should have been better 
than it was last week. 

Mastbaum went up several notches 
with “Where East Is East” as the 
picture. Stage bill was pretty gen. 
erally panned. Much unfavorable 
comment on the new theatre's pres. 
entation features of the last month 
or six weeks. Last week around 
$47,000. ~ 

The Stanley- hada a fairly rood 
week although the film, “Syncopa- 
tion,” not accorded much praise, 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians have a 
name that still spells magic here 
as was shown when they pulled the 
Stanley out of a very bad rut on 
their personal appearance three 
weeks ago. The booking of the film 
to follow the personal appearance 
was smart. Last week, $24,000. by 
no means what the house used to 
average, but better than some of its 
recent showings. 

“Show Boat” came into the Boyd 
for a run and received an almost 
uniformly unfavorable set of notices, 
Once again it was shown how little 





‘that often means in Philly, for, after 


a slow start, “Show Boat” picked 
up with a bang and now looks like 
a real hit; $22,000. 

Fox had another elaborate stage 
bill, with only a mediocre picture, 
but since this house has built its 
reputation and collected its clientele 
on the presentation angle, business 
was again strong, with $30,000 re- 
ported. 

Estimates for Last Week’ 

Mastbaum (5,000; 40-50-75), 
“Where East Is East” (M-G-M). Lon 
Chaney's following helped. Plenty 
of criticism on stage bill. Up a 
couple of pegs to $47,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) “Synco- 
pation” (R-K-O). Local popularity 
of Waring’s Pennsylvanians helped, 
Around $24,000, not good, but above 
recent gait. 

Boyd (2,400/ 40-50-75) “Show 
Boat” (U). Notices condemnatory, 
but fans liked film and business 
picked up steadily after slow start; 


$22,000. Should make it good for 
month’s run. 

Fox (3,000; 90) “ Protection” 
(Fox). Panned, but stage show 


with Roxy’s Gang held week up to 
usual average; $30,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) “Be. 
trayal” (Par). House did not close 
as advertised but is now running 
week-to-week. Not so good for 
Jannings’ film; under $10,000. 

Kariton (1,000; 50) “San Luis 
Rey” (M-G-M). Picture brought in 
here because of attention it got 
when buried under vaude at Earle 
recently. Good week at $5,000. 


Loew’s, Syracuse, Dropped 
$1,500 With “East” 


Syracuse, N. Y., June 11. 
(Drawing Pop., 220,000) 
Weather: Fair f 

The summer slump, judging from 
the steady shrinkage in box office 
returns, has hit Syracuse. In some 
instances drop is more attributable 
to poor pictures than nice weather, 

Loew’s State, with “East Is 
East,” took another $1,500 drop last 
week, and is a case in point. Film 
had little appeal here, and house 
lucky to get $14,000 with it, and ac- 
companying vaude. 

Keith’s, also vaudfilm, did $13,000, 
First half off. P 

“The Squall,” at the Strand, good 
for about $6,000, two grand under 
2a week’s draw of “The Desert 
Song,” which preceded. 

“The Glad Rag Doll” and “Thru 
Different Eyes” split the week at 
the Eckel. Together got between 
$6,000 and $7,000. 

Empire also did a split week, 
“The Godless Girl’ and “Coquette,” 
2d run, about $5,000. “Coquette” 
originally played the State here. 


Estimates for Last Week 





Loew’s State (2,908; 25-50)— 
Vaudfilm, Chaney’s “East Is East” 
meant little. $14,000, none too 
healthy. 


Strand (Ind) (1,600; 20-40)—"The 
Squall.” About $6,000. Fair. 

Empire (Ind) (1,491; 25-40)— 
Split week between “The Godless 
Girl” and “Coquette,” 2d run. Fait 
at $5,000. 

Eckel (Schine) (1,446; 35)—Split 
week between “Glad Rag Doll” and 


“Thru Different Eyes,” About $6,- 
000. 

Keith’s (2,514; 25-50)—Good at 
$13,000. 


CAREWE DIRECTING LILLIAN 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Edwin Carewe is slated to expand 
his duties upon his return from the 
east. 
In addition to handling the Do- 
lores Del Rio unit, he is expected 








to have charge of all the Lillian 
Gish pictures. First Gish story not 
selected yet and won't be until Ca- 


rewe gets back. 
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Professional Bears 


Sell All 


Amusement Cliques to Standstill 





Scattered minor gains and equally 
snimportant losses among the 
amusement shares ‘as a result of 
last week's trading, left the situa- 
tion practically unchanged. Yester- 
day found the theatre stocks barely 
holding their own at best, with spe- 
cial weakness in Paramount and 
Radio Corp. of America, 

Radio broke through 80 in the 
gecond hour, turning over in huge 
volume. Paramount was not very 


“ fheavily sold, but it eased off to 61 


fiat, close to its bottom. Par’s old 
low was touched, however, when the 
whole market was breaking badly. 
Yesterday's drop was. in.the face of 
strong points scattered through the 
list. 

The crux of the situation in the 
film and theatre shares appears to 
be that sentiment has definitely 
turned from the aggressive bull 
side, and the bears. for the time be- 
ing at least are in the ascendancy. 
Cliques are able almost at will to 
get their favorites up momentarily, 
but on any sizeable bulges the pro- 
fessional short sellers put out lines 
heavier than the pools care to 
absorb. 

Par-Radio Hangs Fire 

Weakness in Radio together with 
the word that Paramount-Radio 
deal for the present is no nearer 
closing probably accounted for the 
disappointed selling in ‘the picture 
issue, Likewise it accounted most 
certainly for the retreat of Radio- 
Keith from its top of 34 on the re- 
covery. Yesterday it had sagged to 
30%, at which point the selling dried 
up. It was absence of aggression on 
the bear side rather than any sturdy 
defense from the stock’s sponsors 
that held it at that level and made 
a minor recovery possible later in 
the day. Radio also showed some 
power to rally around 1 o’clock, but 
it was a question whether this was 


. profit taking by the shorts or de- 


fensive tactics, by longs. 

Reversal of sentiment in Radio is 
startling. A month ago speculative 
fraternity was talking of Radio's 
resistance point around 100 and it 
was recommended for a turn at that 
level. Now. one nears nothing but 
the probability that the expectca 
quarterly report covcring the period 
to July will prove a disappointment. 


Summary for week ending June 8: 
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Yesterday’s Prices 


Leading Stocks 

Sales High Low Last Chg. 

1200 Fox .ece.. 33% BS 83% 
2100 Loew seen 55% 64 5 
15000 Par eseeee 6 
16500 R-K-O ee. 32 

500 Pathe .e.. 9% 

162000 Radio «ee 82% T9% 81% 
1200 Shu .cocce 54% 54 64 
2700 Warn ....115 113% 114 


Curb 
600 Fox The... 23% 23% 23% 











: Warner did little either way. The 
supposed Durant stock which hung 
over* the market for a couple of 
weeks is supposed to have been 
cleared up, but there is ‘no initiative 
étther way, Moderately heavy deal- 
ings have come Out; but the oppos- 
ing sides appear to be. fairly well 
balariced. , Definite figures for six 
months up to March 2 show about 
$7 net.for the common after all 


‘charges and preferred dividends. 


This about matches the estimates 
which have been puf out from time 
to time and which sought to give 
the stock around $15 net on the 
year, . 

Shubert’ turned about, moving 
from its low of 48% to yesterday’s 
high on the rally around 55, Ap- 
pears to be no good reason for an 
upturn in the legit circuit issue at 
this time, with summer here and 
Broadway lined with houses dark 
or showing pictures. Probably the 
very violence of its slump from the 
upper 50’s generated Shubert’s own 
reflex, aided by bears turning paper 
profits into cash. 

Fox went dull. Situation here 
appears to be that excellent busi- 
ness helps while prospects for heavy 
financing halts any operation for 
the advance. A stand off. Short 
selling is dangerous, long operations 
look like too long a pull to be ‘in- 
viting. Meanwhile Loew is neg- 
lected. The 55-56% range was es- 
tablished for 1% days until yester- 
day ‘when the Jimit on, the down 
side was broken with one trade at 
54... Influence of.Fox ¢lique is cred- 
ited with helping the poor showing 
of Loew, which ts enjoying*a period 
of conspicuous success at the box 
office. Fox Theattes on the Curb 
continues to puzzle and distress the 
Times Square coterie, who are in 
above 30 and not happy about it. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 














r——1929-——.,, ; Net 
High. Low, Sales. Issue. and rate, High. Law. Last. Ohge. 
41% 82% 400. American Seat (4)...cececesecs++s Fhe 34 34% ere 
80% 25 2,600 Consol, Film pfd. (2).soceeses+++5 6% 25% 25% —% 
194% 18 1,800 Bastman Kodak (8).éessesseeeee 174% 171% 171% + % 
UA% 48% 6,900 Loew (3).....+++- eoccccecccesecee §=6St% 55 55% _-_™ 
95 ow” 100 Do pref. (BQ). oe rem ccrseresesoes 92 y2 92 +1 
45% 25 400 Keith etre eeee eComerere rer eeeeees 34 26'4 34 +7 
8 94'4 1,300 Do. ‘pref. (7). cccccccsessccseree 108 9635 108 +12% 
114 68% 882,500 Radio Corp eocee ccedodoedetoccoecs 91% 81% 81% —314 
101 80% 16,900 Fox Class A (4)..ccccccsesccccese 88% Sig 34% + % 
24 1T%% 3,900 Madison Square Garden (2)..eee. 18% 18 18 —¥% 
27 24 500 Met-G-M pref, (1.89)...iscaccens 2% 25\% 3% $——% 
46% 19 840,900 Radio-Keith ....... se seereceeeees 344 245 33% +6% ° 
44% 121; 3,700 Motion Picture Cap.....iiccceseee 40 37 39 +2% 
72 55% 7,300 Paramount-Fam-Lasky (S).eccces. 65% 63 64 +1% 
14% Ts 15,900 Pathe Exchange....+-casersocecscs 10% 9%. Oly + y% 
w 1812 5,400 Pathe Class A .ccccccccosccccccess 21 18%% 19% +1% 
Ti% 48% 9,800 Shubert (5) serene eeeeeereroeseeere 56 484 56 “+3y% 
45 26 © 6 uh -MEOP: - oc ceraceecces et epeeescoccee eo Sake oe 40 breed 
93 S43 70, Universal pref. (S).cceceseseceses S852 B45 85% +1% 
14 97 95,400 Warner Bros......-. cccsccscceeqs 1198" (110% (115% ~ +416 
62% 54% 74,000 Dey BOW sé cg ecccvstww Jotbdecccece O% 55% 587% - +2% 
CURB 
rr». 3 5 14,800 Acoustic Prod. .vccosessvcccececooe 4% 3% 3% -—1 . 
27% 18 8,100 Con, Film ENt. seesressesepeececes 2275. 20% 21% +1% 
23% 18% 5,400, Cons. Thrs...... soccccvccveserees ahi 1834 21% ..—-% 
7% 21% 18,400 Fox Theatres...... cee che =D 2314 44% —¥% 
38% 28 8,800 Col Picts.......- ee cose §6935% 33% 34% + % 
4916 19 once - mee FOR. ccaecced eeeene oe -* 19 esees 
26% 19% 8,900 Int Proj, new... cocope 6S 23 23 — % 
35% 25 1,800 Natl Screen (1.60)....... ccccccoee 278 27 27 —% 
BONDS 
» $8,000 ‘Keith: Gs; °46...0cccsces tee escene a 9 91 +1., 
121% 104 5,000 Loew Gs, "Al. .ccccsecccccaesccccce 106 105'2 105 7% +15, 
100% oT 8,000 DO CX WAL. .cccccccveciocccccese 9759 * 97 97% —-¥% 
8t 75 2.000 Pathe Ts, "S%.0..0ctect: Nesccoccede 8616 75 75 —% 
100% 96% 23,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, "47....++- eee = 98 % 98% +1% 
91% 5 CRSee  DMROGG GB. icc cccceeocccsascecs . 83 75 $2 +4 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
b- 59 P| ecoo Roxy, Classe A (B.GQ).cdccecccccce “os o - 
mB 20 eae WME GOncccccccees eeccece e —_ - - 
2% 54 eee es, Mi scavases Ceecccoce ° ~ - - 
2 4 ecce DO Peete PROG ccsccscescaces OS - - 
63% 35 evoe Technicolor ....++. desceccescoces§ on ~ ~ 
Los Angeles 
we oo esse BORG, BRA cccsctdateesvctes erece ~ _— 17 
Montreal 
a e- OS Fam. Play, Cam. ces cet ccscccdc - 50% wy 50% 
UP $2,000,000 PATHE CUTS STOCK UNIT 


Los Angeles, June 11, 
Pictures has increased its 


Radio 


production budget $2,000,000 for the! 
coming year. Makes the presen 
figure $12.900.000. 


Sum covers 30 pictures. 


| renew ed its 





Los Angeles, June 11. 
Pathe is 


li 


list of stock players. Studio has not 


gradually reducing 


options on 





“Here 'Tis” 
Yours Very Truly 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE 


Known and@ idolized by millions. 
Box-office results always’ great, 
sometimes terrific, ofttimes record- 
breaking. Five more -weeks for 
RKO befoie sailing for European 
vacation. 

' This week, St. Louis Theatre, St. 
Louis. 
Next week, Palace, Chicago. 








Warner Bros. Net 





Completed figures for Warner 
Bros. covering the six months to 
March 2 last, show consolidated net 
$7,254,570. Deducting dividends at 
$2.20 on the 364,357 shares of pre- 
ferred, gives $6.95 as applicable to 
the common outstanding, total of 
984,909 as of March 2, This com- 
pares with net for same period of 
previous year representing $1.11 on 
the combined “A” and common 
stock then outstanding. 

Statement carries the announce- 
ment that Warner has increased its 
holdings in Stanley Co. from 86 per 
cent to more than 96 per cent. 

Net before charges was $12,399,- 
879. Federal taxes were $923,500. 


Stock Promotions and Sales 
‘Licensed by N. Y. State 


Albany, N,. Y., June 11. 


Outdoor amusement companies 
have joined their indoor show 
compatriots, of film and legit, in of- 
fering securities for sale to the New 
York State public is revealed in the 
latest report from Secretary of 
State Edward J. Flynn’s office. | 

Syracuse Amusement Park Corp., 
licensed to handle an issue of its 
own preferred stock, 7 per cent 
cumulative. New York corpora- 
tion, 

Braun Amusement Corp., of 3246 
Bailey avenue, New York City, to 
act as dealer and syndicate man- 
ager in the flotation of its own com- 
mon capital stock, New York. cor- 
poration, 

Halsey, Stuart & Co., New York 

City, to act as syndicate managers 
for the sale of 6% per cent convert- 
ible gold notes (convertible into 6% 
per cent sinking fund gold deben- 
tures with stock purchase warrants 
attached) of Fox Metropolitan 
Playhouses, Inc, Fox concern is a 
New York affair. Halsey, Stuart & 
Co. is an Illinois corporation. 
' Andetson Company, New York 
City, licensed as dealer in the sale 
of securities of Expo Film Corpo- 
ration. Stock is class A common. 
Expo Film is Delaware corporation, 
with headquarters in South Plain- 
field, N, J. 

Burden, Cole & Co., New York, 
licensed to act as dealer in sale of 
class A and B capital stock of Gen- 
eral Amusements Corporation, Gen- 
erad Amusements Delaware corpo- 
ration. . 

Hamilton National Corporation, 
Utica, licensed as dealer in stock of 
Automatic Slusical Instrument 
Company. Securities consist of pref- 
erence participating stock and class 
A common stock. Automatic Mu- 
sical Instrument is Michigan cor- 
poration, with offices at Grand 

Rapids, ’ 

McBride Studios, Inc., licensed as 
dealers of its own capital stock, 
class A and class B common. Mc- 
Bride Studios is Delaware corpo- 
ration, post office address 19 West 
44th street, New York City. 











its; ay 
| “Evangeline” 


Jeanette | 
' Loff, Diane Ellis and Dorothy Ward. 


Carewe and Del Rio 
Edwin Carewe is in New York ar- 
ranging for Dolores Del Rio’s next 
through U. A. All-talker, 
The only reason, Carewe states, 
opens mostly silent in 
New Orleans Friday is because the 





producer wouldn’t trust Holly- 
woodians on the Pilgrim language. 
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Summer Looks Active in Eastern 


Studios—Full Lengths and Shorts 





VARIETY IMPOSTOR 





Denver, June Il. 

Someone calling himself 
Burman, with first name un- 
known, has been going ‘round 
the theatres here representing 
himgelf as attached to Va- 
riety’s New York office. 

He is short, about 25, and 
wears glasses, Says he is go- 
ing to the west coast. 





No one by the name of Bur- 
man is attached to Variety in 
any office, 


Internat’! T-S Deal Opens 
300 Gaumont Houses 


(By its hook-up with British 
Gaumont, now revealed as the first 
partnership agreement of its kind, 
Tiffany-Stahl has secured prece- 


dence for its bookings in the English 
company’s 300 houses. It counts on 














using such prestige abroad _ to 
further its sales in the American 
market. 


Executives state the interchange 
is limitless in number of pictures 
and that the four pictures now 
agreed upon are but tests for the 
workability of the plan okayed by 
both. 

Executives for the English com- 
pany, including William Gell, man- 
aging director, and Oster S. Rosson 
have returned abroad with full dis- 
tributing rights for their product 
here now being vested in Tiffany- 
Stahl. 

Arthur Lee, British outfit’s Amer- 
ican representative, sat in on the 
deal and will be the overseer for 
Tiffany product produced _ for 
abroad, especially British, consump- 
tion. 

Tiffany has temporarily assigned 
its French representative, Frank 
Brockliss, to look after product 
Gaumont produces for America un- 
der the agreement. When produc- 
tions start in September Grant C. 
Cook, acting Tiffany chief, will 
probably .send over a permanent 
representative. 

Anything further that Tiffany 
does abroad will be tried through 
Gaumont or one of its subsidiaries, 

Denial of any interchange of 
stock or: the agreement reaching 
the proportions of a merger are 
made by Tiffany, executives of 
which state it will retain its full 
title on all of its pictures, except 
those sent to England or received 
from the British company when the 
release will be Gaumont-Tiffany 
and Tiffany-Stahl, respectively. 

Admission is made by one T-S 
executive that the gross revenue on 
the pictures involved inithe agree- 
ment will be equally divided, 





“Black Watch” Helped in 
Buffalo; $13,000 at Lakes 


Buffalo, June 11. 

Business mounted substantially 
last week. A good break in the 
weather. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-66) 
—‘“Innocents of Paris” (Par) 
“Pearls of Bagdad,” stage; $29,300, 
good for season, 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 35-60)-— 
“Show Boat” (U). Second week 


showed nothing unusual. Held over 
for 3d week. $12,900. 
Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 35-60)— 


“East Is East” (M-G-M) and vaude. 
Excellent week. $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 30-40- 
65)—“Black Watch” (Fox). Cool 
weather helped, bracing over pre- 
ceding week. $13,000. 

Lafayette (Indep) (3,400; 35-60)— 
“Clear the Decks” (U) vaude. Noth- 
ing to boast over. $12,000. 





Title Confliction 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Universal has picked three pic- 
tures for Laura LaPlante on the 
new program, 

First will be “The Barnstormers,” 
to be directed by Harry Pollard: 
“The Behaviour of Mrs. Crane,” 
story by Harry Segall, and “Big 
Time,” a back stage story by Wil- 
liam Slavens McNutt. 

Last named is 
picked by fox for Lee tra 
picture, 


the same 


title 


ey 3s urst 


-_—-+-— 


At the start of what promises to 
be an active summer, the eastern 
dialog studios have extensive plan: 


under way or on the calendar, 
Pathe has a total of fea 


tures and 42 shorts scheduled for 
production by the end of 1929. 

Paramount will have g0 many 
talkers under way, or slated, that 
much of the time two units will be 
working simultaneously, 

Warners, which completes its 
first feature-length production at 
its Flatbush studio by June 138, will 
probably do at least a couple more 
features in the east, particularly 
with the opening of the new annes 
to the plant. 

Paramount starts “Applause” 
June 10. A week later it will have 
a second unit making “The Gay 
Lady,” the Gertrude Lawrence pic- 


eight 


ture, For “Applause,” which Rou- 
ben Mamoulian of the Theatre 
Guild will direct, cast includes 


Helen Morgan, Joan Feers, Fuller 
Mellish, Jr., Jack Cameron, Lloyd 
Hargarven, Henry Wadsworth and 
52 chorus girls. 

Cast not lined up for “Gay Lady,” 
musical comedy with a world war 
background, There will be four 
leading men. Cole Porter is writing 
a special score working in war 
tunes popular in ‘18, 

Two talking wshorts have been 
made at the Paramount studio re- 
cently, bringing the total eastern 
output on Paramount shorts to 46 
Warners, concentrating on this typ« 
of production, have made 125 tu 
date, 


“International” 


Paramount made an “Interna- 
tional” number with songs in Ger- 
man, Spanish, Italian, Russian 
French and English. It is called 
“The Melting Pot” and is based on 
an idea by John Murray Anderson 
once uged as a Publix unit. Casi 
includes Mimi Lehman, John Her- 
man, Max Seidle, Kainerine Reese, 
Octavio Valentini, Willard Fry 
Cardell Sisters, Carolyn Segrere, 
Dorothy Berke, Osa Alvarez, Gloria 
Ivan, Dane Roma, Edwin O'Rourke, 
Scott Sisters, Martino, knife throw- 
er, and Torre's Six Accordionists. 

Tom Howard's familiar “Hold 
Up” routine was done by Para- 
mount with Lon Haskell, Frank 
Aliworth, Herbert Miller, Charley 
Fang and Ruth Howard, daughter 
of Tom, 

Pathe starts “On the Stairs” to- 
day (June 12). . Spencer Bennett 
arrived from the coast ‘to collabo- 
rate with Hamilton MacFadden on 
the direction, Pathe shorts of re- 
cent completion include “End of the 
World,” with Alexander Carr, Mar- 
cia Manning and Lorin Raker, and 
“The Canvasser,” with Frank Davis 
and Evelyn Knapp. 

Cora. Green, Mel Klee, ,Norman 
Thomas Quintet and. Harry Fox 
were recorded at Warners. Latte: 
appeared in two, shorts, first with 
his “Six American Beauties” and 
second with Beatrice Curtis, 

Harry Howard was to have made 
a short at Warners but his trained 
dag grew tempermental that day. 
Couldn't get started, 


Another Terrible Week 
For Keith’s, $12,000 


Boston, June <1. 

Picture houses, about normal for 
this season, Weather temperate and 
no need for extensive: advertising 
of the refrigeration system.. 

Met turned in $31,600 for the week 
while the State, uptown, was $19,090 

Keith's 2-a-day (Memorial) again 
a terrible week at $12,000, meaning 
$15,000 at least in the red. 











WM. MAHONEY KILLED 
William Mahoney, 26, sales- 
man for United Artists, died Sun- 


film 





day (9) night in Roosevelt hospital 
New York, from injuries received 
in an automobile collision early 
Sunday morning. 

Mahoney was driving a rented 
car northbound on Columbus ave- 
nue with a half a dozen friends 
with whom he had been to a night 
club. A taxi coming east through 
84th street crashed into Mahoney’s 





car with such force as to drive it 
across the sidewalk and into a 
cellarway. 

Mahoney was married. His 
brother, Dennis Mahoney, is a de- 
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SAVAGE 


VARIETY Wednesday, June 12, 1929 


Ricardo Cortez 
Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Alma Bennett 


A Reginald Barker 
Special Production 





‘Dialogue, Sound and Music Score 
Synchronized by RCA Photophone, 





OTHER DIALOGUE PRODUCTIONS 


Also Ready for Release 


“TWO MEN ANDA MAID” —With 
William Collier, Jr.. Alma Bennett, 
Eddie Gribbon and George E. Stone. 
“MY LADY’S PAST” — Starring 


BELLE BENNETT with Joe E. 
Brown. 


Coming 


*“*MIDSTREAM”—A Great Talking 
and Singing Production. With 
Ricardo Cortez, Claire Windsor and 
Montagu Love. 


Have You Played? 


BELLE BENNETT in “MOLLY 
AND ME” with Joe E. Brown. 
Wearing the Seal of Public Approval. 


GEORGE JESSEL in-‘‘LUCKY 
BOY.’ A Teasing Star in a Pleasing 
Picture. 


Watch for 
“THE LOST ZEPPELIN” 


ALL SYNCHRONIZED BY RCA PHOTOPHONE 


~. Vad z +e 
RR SRK Se SNe AS ae te y 


v 
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VARIETY 


Race Track Thrills-Mardi Gras Glamor 
Romantic Fervor 

Drama — Powerful and Pulsating —of the Friendship 
of Two Men and What Happened to It When Both 
Fell in Love with a Siren. =. 

S 
Vibrant—Alive—with the Excitement of the Race Track— , 
the Crowds, the Betting, the Snap of the Barrier —the Wy) 
Thundering Hoofs—the Final Dash! mi j 

Pid ce-v, 

Joyous — Infectious — with the Spirit of Play on Mardi = (8 - ‘- 
Gras Night —with Cares and Conventions Tossed to WARE 





the Four Winds—When Life Is for Fun—and for Love! ax 


Story by Jack Natteford. Dialogue and Titles by f 
Frederic and Fanny Hatton. hs £f, 
: ty f 


Music Score by Irvin Talbot. Theme song, ‘‘Pals 
Forever,” by Hugo Riesenfeld, Ted Shapiro and pf P 
Ben Adam. c tf 


Available on Sound Film, Or on Disc, Or Silent. 4 
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VARIET 


MOVIETONE NEWS REEL 
Ree! 36—A, B, C 


27 Mins. 
Projection Room, New York 
More than the usual amount of | 


spot stuff in this week's Fox release 
Of 15 clips in the three reels, half} 
a dozen are timely enough to come 


fairly clese to spot news rating 
though it would be tcugh to miss 
th: iast train by that margin j 

Possibly latest was record of the | 
intercollegiate track ani field events 
staged in Philly previous Saturday. | 
By far the most interesting was | 
another sports subject, wrestling | 
match between Gus Sonnenberg, 


world’s champ, and the giant Ples- 
tina in Boston. In all, five athletic | 
shots, all actual action, with horse | 
racing the single newsreel standby | 
not included. 


Annapolis cadets in commence- 
ment parade, one of the finest march 
shots on the young sound picture 
file. Waldron and Pergola, camera, 
and Williams and Upton, sound, 
grabbed some excellent angles and 
noises. ‘ 

A dog show in Paris. Usual sort 
of dog show but for the speech of 
the owners. Peke getting his coat 
brushed to the tune of a girl's. chat- 





ter, looked like a well satisfied 
mutt. 

Fesneau, camera; Wentworth, 
sound. 


Sands, Point fsociety) polo four 
trimming the Tommy Hichcock’s 
team on\ Long Island. Some good 
action slants, but nothing exciting. 


Painter, camera; A. Tice, sound. 
Those boys must Have been up to 
their knees in debs. 


An inside on how to kiss the Blar- 
ney stone, photographed on the Ould 
Sod and by up-and-up natives. Ap- 
parently a guide is showing a mixed 
quartet of tourists around the place. 
Young girl does the kissing, the 
old guide kicking in some _ wise 
cracks about a good looking girl like 
her being foolish to waste her kisses 
on a stone. Girl has a sense of 
humor, for she comes right back 
and it sounds like ad lib at its best. 

Geisel, camera; Woolley, sound. 

David Lloyd George, thrown back 
into the political limelight during 
the recent British elections, contrib- 





utes more dog stuff by extolling the |ture house audience, as those who 
virtues of his St. Bernard, faithfully | have seen him work on a nite club 
at hand, before going into the mono-|foor may believe, and judging by 
the reception at the Strand this 
short can play anywhere'‘and stand 


log. George’s contention is that a 
sinceré merge of American and 
English. ideas and ideals would be | 
an unbeatable combination in’ the | 
quest for universal peace. 

There’s no disputing that sound 
and sight records of world charac- 
ters, such as that of Lloyd George, ' 
will be invaluable in years to come. 
In this week's Fox Movietone issue 
are views of Thomas Edison and 
Mussolini in verbal action. What 
they will mean historically to fu- 
ture generations is not difficult to 
estimate. Sound news reel reissues 
at high rentals? 

Squire, camera; Mann, sound. 





B 

The Philadelphia track meet. 
Wildermuth of Georgetown copping 
the century, pole vaulters skimming 
the bar at 13 feet, nine inches, and 
Collier of Brown winning the high 
hurdles. 

Davis and Brutt, camera; Powley 
and C. Ellis, sound. 

Marjorie Luhrs, described by title 
as a magazine cover model, shows 
just how few clothes the modern 
lady carries on her back and else- 
where. Outdoor setting. Miss Luhrs, 
next to a scale, disrobes, weighing 
each article of clothing with a brief 
explanation. After the dress, only 
the lower limbs and the scale in 
view, of course.-Marjorie’s outfit in- 
cludes dress, one-piece chemise or 
whatever they call it, shoes and 
handkerchief. Total weight around 
12 ounces, 10 ounces more than a 
Shubert show girl carries. Marjorie 
herself looks to weigh around 120, 
and not bad at all. 


Painter, camera, and A. Tice, 
sound, lucky boys. 

“Ever See a King Mow His 
Lawn?” is title of next. Michael, 


Roumania’s eight-year-old mon- 
arch, shows he needs plenty of les- 
sons on how to push a lawn mower. 
Followed by his aunt, Princess lle- 
ana, who states America is such a 
wonderful country, in the usual Eu- 
ropean royalty way. All,so touch- 
ing, especially Queen Marie’s last 
trip over here. 

Pebal, camera; Lopez, sound. 

Thomas A. Edison reminiscing in 
the garden of his home in Ft. My- 
ers, Fla. Wizard exhibits models of 
the first electric bulb and talking 
machine. Most of his talk devoted 
to development of the latter, the 
first experiment with a motion pic- 
ture camera and what the future 
might hold mechanically. In _ his 
mention of “Black Maria,” he states 
it was the first picture studio ever 
built or used, and the building re- 
wolved to keen nace with the sun. 
It derived its name from the black 
paper covering it inside and out. 

Polito, camera; Dodge, sound. 


Helen Wills loses a tennis match | 
in France. Usual, but for the fact! 


Talking Sh 


| Opening 


FILM REVIEWS 


ort 


RAYMOND HITCHCOCK 
| VITAPHONE NO. 760 
Monologue; 7 Mins. 
|167th St.. New York 


Mildly entertaining short billed as 


‘an evening at home with Hitchy.” 


has the comedian 


on a couch in a living room reading 
courage. 
Arising. he goes into a discourse on 
individualistic 


a book about American 
the subject in his 


manner, getting several laughs. 


One gag about Lindbergh is rather 


timely, while his discussion on high- 


brows and grandfather's funeral] was 


well received here. 

To close it, Hitchy 
“Here Comes the Groom,” 
his old revue standbys. 


one 


Voice recording and photography 
The comic’s appearance and 


okay. 
ease before the mike 
worthy of note, 


and camera 


Spotted early, this one will please 
neighborhood house short pro- 
grams, especially in those localities 
where the Hitchcock name is known. 


on 


JACK WHITE and Montrealers 
VITAPHONE NO. 791 

7 Mins.; Comedy and Songs 
Strand, New York 


Jack White’s individualistic style 


of clowning, well known to Broad- 


way nite club habitues, transferred 


to the talking screen, makes an al- 


lying 


vocalizes 
of 





“His BIG MOMENT” 
EDUCATIONAL 
Comedy. 
20 Mins. 
Clinton, New York 

Another chunk of limburger as an 
alleged comedy talker in two reels. 
As long as they keep on coming this 
way this brand of product is un- 
deserving of any consideration. 
Every two-reel comedy talker of 
Educational caught so far by this 
reviewer is chock full of ancient and 
outworn gags used in silent com- 
edies, merely added to sound, and 
insufficiently entertaining for any 
theatre regardless of classification. 


Lloyd Hamilton is unfortunately 
cast, set adrift without any lines 
and only small epportunities for the 
limited routines he has heretofore 
used in silent comedies. Hamilton 
clicks; nevertheless. not enough to 
put this short over, but sufficiently 
to show that he is deserving of bet- 
ter material. 


This was written by Gilbert Pratt. 
Harry D. Edwards produced. Among 
Others in the cast are Gladys Mc- 
Cennell, who looks good from sev- 
eral angles, and Ivan Chrysty. 


The story is laid in a mining town 
Immediately after his arrival the 
comic is shot at, punched at, etc., 
missed every time, 


The old gag of a fight in a dark 
room follows, the two tough guys 
beating each other up badly while 
the comic again escapes unscathed. 
Followed by an equally familiar 
scene where the comic accidentally 
aids in the capture of a couple of 
holdup men and is acclaimed a 
hero. 


together satisfying short. Spotted . ‘ wr” fe j 

next to the feature, on all talking|_ N° ae original line of dialog o 
Bie , a punch gag of any kind in 20 

program at the Strand, White minutes Mori 

whipped his comedy over in fine | <i Ot 

style for a neat quota of legitimate 

applause. DEIRO 


Opening in night club set has the 


comic doing his m. c. travesty in 
front of the Montrealers, an eight- 
piece’ combo that works hand in 
glove with him at all times. Ruth 
Petty, petite songstress, on next 
warbles “Krazy for You” with 
White’s comedy interpolations sell- 
ing it neatly. Same goes for the 
Lee Sisters, Mary and Billie, who 
register with ““Mean to Me,” current 
pop favorite. 


Windup has White singing “Goodby 
Broadway, Hello Montreal,” always 
a favorite with the Broadway mob 
in search of a laff. In this comedy 
song interpretation White works in 
about a half dozen other familiar 
songs, His quick wit and comic 
antics are all nicely timed for 
laughs. Material used here is not 
over the heads of the average pic- 


out. 


Some day musical comedy or even 
picture producers are going to dis- 


cover White’s comic capabilities. 


“ALL GIRL REVUE” 
| VETAPHONE NO. 818 
(9 Mins. 

Warners, New York 


An all-girl reyue with an all-gir 


the b. o. 


thing like. Then  there’s 


lian to think once, so that’s some 


danced. Alone in a short that migh 
have been a short. 

At one moment all of the girl 
played mouth organs more mod 
erately called harmonics. 


band and the all-girl thing flop- 
ping. No entertainment here. Noth- 
ing in or about the girls to make 
this attractive as a short, let alone 


The girls of .the orchestra are 
called the Blue Bell Band or some- 
Lillian 
Price, thinking she is imitating Fan- 
nie Brice, but they only permit Lil- 


thing, And three adagio dancers 


With a 
mouth organ always a mouth organ, 
that couldn’t make a short, even if 


VITAPHONE NO. 2968 
7 Mins.; Piano-accordion 
Strand, New York 


Guido Deiro knows his instrument 
thoroughly, and dispensing classical 
selections in pleasant style fits in 
the opening. spot on a talking short 
program to a nicety. 

Footage allowed him for this re- 
cording is practically all close up. 
|Opening is a shot of the musicians’ 
/finger technique as he goes into an 
,aria from the opera “Romeo and 
Juliet.” Medium shot shows him 
seated instead of standing, as one is 
led to believe by the lens angle used. 
Closing selection, ‘“Drigo’s Sere- 
nade,” is handled in approved musi- 
cianly manner for good results, — 


MEXICAN TIPICA Orchestra (20) 
VITAPHONE NO. 707 

7 Mins.; Instrumental and Song 
Strand, New York 


This band of musicians, said to 
be the official orchestra of the 
Mexican government, dish out native 
tunes in a pleasant manner. Short 
will fit nicely as the opening num- 
ber on any picture house program. 


At this Broadway house, intro- 
duced by the Vitaphone trumpeteers, 
it served as the overture. Personnel 
consists mainly of stringed instru- 
mentalists and soft, soothing music 
1|is a welcome change from the usual 
jazz band act. 


Long shots are mainly employed 
to get in the ensemble, with 
occasional shots of a pair of steel 
guitar and xylophone players. Good- 
looking Spanish girl in native cus- 
tume solos “La Paloma,” later 
backed up by a male quartet for 
good effects. Final selection is a 
hot number Mexican style. Long 
-| shot photography is the only draw- 
S| back here, the music and singing 
t| being okay in every respect. 





8 
-| ARTHUR and MORTON HAVEL 
VITAPHONE NO. 769 

9 Mins.; Comedy and Song 
Strand, New York 


no other girl band can play the} Comedy skit titled -“Playmates” 
mouth organs. has the two comics cavorting in a 
Bad picking. Sime. |drawing room set and 


earning 
laughs with a tough guy and moth- 





that Helen is ordinarily shown win 

ning. 
Fesneau, 

sound. 


camera, 


Cc 


Prince of Wales riding at head o 


standard shots. 


and Peden, sound, 


Washington U. crew 


for an attempted comedy finish. 
Hall, camera; Foreman, sound. 


Fashion stuff. Offscreen voice de 


but none failing to 

showmanship. 
Villani, camera; Jordon, sound. 
Sonnenberg-Plestina grapple. Ho 

stuff. Both fall out of the ring. Late 








esting. 


Bige. 


Wentworth, 


parade of 12,000 London bobbies 
(cops), latter celebrating their 100th 
anniversary. Cheering throng and 


Squire and Tondra, camera; Mann 


in novel 
practice, sawing a large tree in shell 
fashion, with coxswain timing the 
strokes. Latter tossed into the water 


Bathing suit styles on exterior set. 


scribes the suits. Models wear ’em. 

Prangley, camera; Grignon, sound, 

Another speech before 15,000 hu- 
mans by Mussolini. He’s been mak- 
ing them weekly and all the same, 
illustrate the 
man’s remarkable magnetism. And 


on Plestina is so groggy, Sonnen- 
berg needs but to go in iv a fiying 
tackle to down him. Highly inter- 


L. Ellis, camera; A. Jones, sound. 


er’s boy characterizations. Man and 
.| woman assist in planting the com- 
edy situations. Bad egg is hired to 
be a companion to the pampered kid 
with the latter proving too smart 
for him at game. Boxing bit is 
f cleverly handled with the wise mugg 

taking it on the chin and exacting 
laughs. Finish has. the boys at the 
baby grand, doubling a couple of 
songs, possibly special material. 

Okay short worth a place on most 
any program. 


Ss 


“TINY TOWN REVUE?” (7) 
Midgets 

VITAPHONE No. 784 

8 Mins. 

Warners 


If a stage act and the title sounds 
familiar, possibly of greater value 
on stage than as a talking short. 
The little these little people.can do 
doesn’t count,on the screen. 


Offset by a tall fellow at the piano, 
and with Buster Shaver featured, 
Buster may be the one who got a 
laugh or two. Others get nothing 
for doing nothing. 

t Maybe hinterlands for mats where 
- | kids favor the house. 
Just a short. 


Sime. 


Par has bought “The Mighty,” 
story of a fighting bully of the 
streets, for George Bancroft. John 





Cromwell wil direct, 





| “HIGH WATERS” 
With Guy Robertson 
VITAPHONE No. 813 
Song 

5 Mins. 

Warners, New York 


As the curtains part Guy Robert- 
son starts to tell how J. Keirn 
Brennan, the lyricist, wrote a poem 
called “High Waters.” Needed two 
minutes for the tenor to get through 
this, which left three minutes for 
the song and nothing for the audi- 
ence, 

Robertson 


is a musical comedy 
juvenile, 


with a light local rep 
around New York musical legit 
stages, Outside doesn’t mean a 
thing, and Mr. Brennan’s transposed 
poem no more on a talking short all 
by itself. 


Robertson may be holding back 
for more shorts, one song per. It’s 
not a good scheme, for with two or 
more songs maybe in the country 
they would like him. But with this 
they will say all over, “why so much 
talk for that song?” Sime, 








ALICE BOULDEN 
PARAMOUNT SPECIAL 
Sor.a¢ 

7 Mins. 

Rivoli, New York 


Alice Boulden, from musical come- 
dies, does two songs in mild man- 
ner, but subject takes interest from 
tricky setting. 

Opening shows jazz orchestra in 
futuristic setting, girl visible at 
back in silhouette. Band plays 
through jazzy number, m. c an- 
nounces Miss Boulden and _ she 
comes forward. Shot goes into a 
close-up as she sings “Easy Come, 
Easy Go,” simply and briefly. Noth- 
ing particularly distinguished about 
the manner or style, but smart 
staging by Joseph Santley helps. 
Another announcement with or- 
chestra again in view and second 
number is “One I Love” and off 
without any parade. 

Excellent filler for any program 
as a graceful bit of song, but not a 
subject that could be paraded. 


Rush, 
“ELIGIBLE MR. BANGS” (4) 
COLUMBIA COMEDY 
20 Mins. 


86th St., New York 


Amazing how most of the insipii 
shorts of this type have moments 
which cause sectional response, One 
side of audience laughs while other 
remains silent. At another moment 
the silent side laughs and other is 
quiet. Then the rear and front see- 
saw. Absurdities of silent comedies 
is evident in the dialog. In. this 
particular short they talk of $500,000 
as if it were a peanut. Nothing 
original in this long drawn out filler. 
Of questionable value, 

Living room bet between two 
women, blond and brunet, the blond 
wagering she can get Bangs to pro- 
pose. Folks in dinner dress. Bangs 
calls and chatters with blond on 
divan. Give him such stuff as “You 
think every girl wants to marry 
you,” and “You're the type that 
a? responsibilities of married 
ife.”’ 

Then interpolates the name of 
George Ellsworth, dwelling on his 
merits to burn up prospect. Then 
blonde says she and Ellsworth, imag- 
inary in the short, are married. Fel- 
low falls, protesting his love, and 
saying he would give all he has were 
she free to marry him. 

Brunet and her man enter. Blonde 
has as good as a proposal. A prop 
telegram arrives saying “Your di- 
vorce from George Ellsworth was 
granted today.” Prospect leaps at 
chance and asks blonde to be his 
wife. Tells her his uncle has left him 
$500,000, which if he remains single 
another year, will be his. Blonde ad- 
vises him to wait the year. He says 
“No, what’s $500,000?” 

Dinner bell rings and they leave, 
the blonde continuously advising him 
to wait, which brings the lopsided 
laughs. 


“THE GAY CABALLERO” 
FRANK CRUMIT 
COLUMBIA SHORT 

11 Mins. 

Ambassador, New York 


A comic song smothered in an 
ocean of incidentals. What they 
started out to do was to give a set- 
ting for Frank Crumit singing a 
comedy number about a Spanish 
toreador who got caught with an- 
other man’s wife and took a trim- 
ming. 

In order to put over that mild 
song, they introduce a Spanish 
dance hall. Doris Abeles vamps her 
sweetheart in an elaborate Spanish 
dance and he departs swearing her 
to faithfulness. Crumit enters, a 
romantic figure in the silks and gilt 
of a bullfighter, but walking on a 
crutch and swathed in bandages 
Doris goes into a vamping bit and 
he goes into the song, singing per- 
haps eight short verses. 

Then first lover returns and the 
heroic bull fighter beats it in terror, 
being last seen rowing away from 
Rio Janeiro while the infuriated 
lover brandishes a knife on the 
wharf. Mild fun which defeats it- 
self by over elaboration. Only fairly 
serviceable material, 

Sereened here as one of three 
shorts supplementing Columbia’s 
talking feature “Father and Son,” 
all directed by Basil Smith and re- 
1 corded by Sooy Bros, Rush. 





}plenty more. 
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“THE FAMILIAR FACE” (8) 
By Russe! Crouse 
VITAPHONE No. 807 
Comedy-Drama 

10 Mins. 

Warners, New York 


Neatly written story for one , 
substantially condensed, by Russe}] 
Crouse, the columnist for the New 
York Evening Post. Good for any 
house as a comedy-drama with 
laughs and a surprise finish 

Scene is set in a newspaper office. 
City editor is yelling for one of the 
crack but soused reporters to go on 
a murder mystery. He is finally 
rounded up and given a photo of the 
suspected murderer. 


Stilll soused and too much so to 
grasp the sense of the assignment, 
the reporter goes to a speakeasy 
meets up with a stranger and drinks 
Stranger keeps up 
with him. Hazily the reporter re- 
calls having seen his companion’'s 
face somewhere before. Stranger 
can't remember either. 


After a dispute over who shal! pay 
for the drinks, the two drunks stag- 
ger out,'to go back to the reporter's 
office to settle it. It left the helpless 
bartender of the speak ringing up 
a no charge. 

Back at the office the two stews 
fall asleep on chairs. Another re- 
porter seeing the stranger, recognizes 
him as the wanted murderer. An 
officer is called and the man is hand- 
cuffed as the soused reporter is in- 
formed he has done a great piece of 
news work, bringing the murderer 
right in and there is a $5,000 reward 
waiting for him. 

Soused reporter well played by 
Arthitfr R. Hurley, featured in 
“Gentlemen of the Press,” in which 
Crouse also acted without apology. 

Good short because it holds 
novelty, besides laughs in the list 
of hum-drums being turned =. 

mie. 


FILM REVIEWS 
KITTY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(20 Per Cent Dialog) 


Billed as ‘‘first imported ta)king picture,” 
distributed over here by World Wide. Eng- 
lish producer not named, . C. A. Photo- 
phone sounded. Director, Victor X. Savile, 
who also wrote scenario from similarly 
named novel by Warwick Deepin Evtelle 
Brody and John Stuart featured. Cameo, 
New York, 400-seater, on 42nd t, 75c. 
top, week June 8 Running time, 92 min- 
‘utes. 

Kitty Greenwood..........++.Mstelle Brody 
lex St. Geor@esveiccescesscoed John Stuart 
Irs. St. George...... -- Dorothy Cumming 

Sarah Greenwood.........«. aga rie Ault 

PUSMIVOl, cSecrerasse oe Ge Pbenees Winter Hall 

Leaper WririTi, Te rT Olaf Hytten 

Reuben .... «e+. Charles O'Shaughnessy 

Der. DOselPisecccsccccccccsss E. F. Bostwick 

Dr. DratO<csacece sosesoved *...Rex Maurice 

THO Artie. .cccvectcces Jerrold Robertshaw 

The Electrician. .........- Gibb Mchkaughiin 


eeeee 








“Kitty,” with or without its dia- 
log, is useless. Dialog first starts 
in this 92-minute film 65 minutes 
after it has been running. If it had 
stopped running before it started 
at the hideaway Cameo it would 
have been just as well, for this‘en- 
tire picture is an entire waste of 
time, from producer to public. But 
in this day of high rentals for U.S. 
talkers.a low price for this one may 
recommend it to the starving wired 
house. That's its only recommend- 
ation. 

Excepting that the English may 
like a passive story of this character 
and that the English are so infan- 
tile they relish the Laura Jean 
Libby junk of 30 years ago. 

At the Cameo the billing is quite 
heavy on Warwick Deeping, who 
wrote this adapted novel and also 


authored “Sorrel and Son.” The 
latter goes with the billing. A dis- 
tinct difference appears to be that 


Herbert Brenon, American, directed 
“Sorrel and Son” as a picture, while 
Victor Saville both adapted and di- 
rected “Kitty” as a film. Saville 
did about an equally bad job in 
both. Accepting that “Kitty” as a 
novel must have had some vogue 
to sell. for pictures, whatever kick 
it may have held between covers 
has been kicked out of it in the 
celluloid transition. 

he dialog portion appears to 
have been an after thought during 
the final 25 minutes. As it is R.C.A. 
Photophone sounded, whether the 
dialog was added in England or 
New York is an open and immate- 
rial question. Called the “first im- 
ported talking picture,” for the sake 
of Germany, France and the rest 
of Europe, all boasting about that 
should cease. It will be a secret 
over here, any way. 

In this latter day of English pic- 
ture making “Kitty” is almost as 
primitive in its making as occurred 
in the British first days. What was 
said then, that England doesn’t 
know the first thing about picture 


making for world distribution re- 
mains true, taking “Kitty” as the 
recent criterion. 

Story just stumbles along. No 


life, no action other than the sound 
part, an airplane crash with the 
whirring motor. This becomes @ 
gag in itself, for the flying stuff is 
the most abominable ever seen on 
the screen. Roy Pomeroy was ove! 
there some time ago. Five minutes 
with Pomeroy and whoever devised 
the abortional miniatures 
would have known better. 

While the dialog comes after such 

(Continued on page 29) 
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t’s because Al Christie knows exhibitors and their 


roblems so well that CHRISTIE TALKING 


LAYS are at the top of the Short features 





“POST MORT- 
EMS” goes over espec- 


ially well with the women. 
Getting lots of laughs. 
Good entertainment. 


— United Artists Theatre, 
Detroit 


CHRISTIE TALKED 


—Wili Hays, President 


OCTAVUS ROY 
COHEN STO- 
R IE ~ These colored 


comedies of Christie’s are 
great. Public knows the 

stories and loves them. 
Lubliner & Trinz, 
Chicago 


“WHEN CAE- 
SAR RAN A 
NEWSPAPER” 


starts a run at the United 
Artists Theatre, Chicago. 
Picked from the whole 
field of shorts and going 
big! 


“A BIRD IN 
THE HAND” 


Something new, clever 
and unusually entertain- 
ing. Public appreciates the 
high quality of Christie 

Talking Plays. 
— Cinderella Theatre, 
Detroit 


“MEET THE 
MISSUS” i 


knocked ’em dead for five 
weeks playing with ‘*‘Co- 
quette.”’That’s theanswer 
on Christie Talking Plays. 
They’re great for first run 
de luxe houses. 
—United Artists Theatre, 
Chicago 


PARAMOUNT 


Membe:x 


vi 


Mivtion Pic 


ture Producers aad Distributors, Lac 





ig PLAYS 


Field! 





“JED’S VACA- 
TION”? This is a very 
good talking comedy. Got 
laughter and applause 
from the audience. 

—Senate Theatre, Chicago 


(Pre-release de luxe 
theatre) 
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Presented by Inspiration 
Pictures, Inc., in association with 
Victor and Edward Halperia 











with 
ELEANOR BOARDMAN 
JOHN HOLLAND 
AL ST. JOHN 


From the Red Book story by 
RUPERT HUGHES 


Theme Songs 
aa 44 
Joan 


“There Is a Happy Land” 


A SOUND-SINGING 
and DIALOGUE Picture 


HENRY 
KING'S 








TELEGRAPH :— “Proves a masterful 
piece of direction and highly di- 
verting screen entertainment. it 
is the woman's side of the war 
with plenty of he-man stuff that 
has its resultant thrills in rapid 
action. it takes its place as a 
cracking good picture. In addi- 
tion to the dramatic element in 
which the picture abounds, nu- 
merous comedy bits that are 
nicely directed and excellently 
handled by Al St. John, break the 
tension. Eleanor Boardman has 
the leading role and it is doubt- 
ful if she has ever appeared to 
better advantage. She is delight- 
fully appealing.” 


MIRROR:—“A knockout drama of 
women at war. Agonizing tear 
scenes. Eleanor Boardman has 
this leading role. How she plays 
it. She is magnificent. You'll love 
Eleanor. ‘She Goes to War’ isa 
movie with plenty of substance. 
it’s dandy entertainment.” 


BROOKLYN EAGLE:—“A female ‘Big 
Parade.’ Excellent scenes of 
trench warfare. Interest consist- 
ently maintained. Thrilling epi- 
sodes in the film. One of the most 
effective incidents that the screen 
(silent or audible) has ever pre- 
sented.” 


SUN :—”"A stunningly photographed 
and brilliantly composed war 
movie. Magnificently composed 
shots. The tank episode is a highly 


“SHE 
GOES T 
WAR" 


receives great praise in 
New York 





original conception. The whole is 
photographed in an inspiredly 
selective manner, the composi- 
tions and the general cinematic 
quality being of the highest order. 
And ‘She Goes to War’ is worth 


seeing. Magnificent spectacular, 
| camera work. The production is 
‘stunning. The production has a 
definite style.” 


POST:—”Henry King’s ‘She Goes to 


Wear’ Has Stunning Pictures of 
Tanks Plowing Through Fields of 
Liquid Fire. Take yourself to the 
Rivoli without delay to see 
Eleanor Boardman and some war 
scenes which will often thrill you 
and always hold you absorbed. 
The pictures and direction are en- 
grossing in themselves. A fine 
and exciting sample of the silent 
motion picture. Extraordinarily 
well photographed scenes.” 


{ 
{ 
‘ 
‘ 


< TRIBUNE: —“The atmospheric 


quality in the war scenes is ex- 
cellent, the photography, settings 
ond lighting all handled with com- 
petent core and the acting was 
high grade.”’ 


NEWS:—"“Eleanor Boardman gives 


a@ superb performance. Its photo-' 
graphy is excelient and some of 
the active battle shots equal any- 
thing the screen has yet given to 
this sort of cinema. There is war, 
real war and plenty of it, with 
just bit a of comedy relief supplied 


by Al St. John.” 


UNITED ARTISTS 


always the best 
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Five Minneapolis Loop Houses 


Now Dark, With No Prospects: 


Costing $215,000 Yearly; Idle 





Minneapolis, June 11. 
Five loop theatres here, dark and 
likely to remain so, are costing 
their owners a total of $215,000 an- 


nually just to keep dark. It’s 
cheaper to dig to that tune than it 
would be to operate the houses, the 
ewners believe. 

The theatres and their capacities 
are: Lyceum, 2,400; Garrick, 2,000; 
Palace, 1,800; 7th Street, 1,800, and 
Gayety, 1,400. Aggregate taxes on 
these properties are $56,000. In- 
terest on investments lying idle is 
another $159,000. 

F. & R.-Publix own or lease the 
Lyceum, Garrick and Palace, 
Seventh Street belongs to Keith's. 
Mutual burlesque wheel has the 
Gayety. All are first-class houses 
physically. 

Seventh Street was dark the entire 
fall and winter season and ditto 
the Garrick and Lyceum, except for 
eccasional rentals. Seventh Street 
did not have a single rental. Amount 
realized by the Garrick from that 
source negligible. Gayety remain- 
ed closed nearly all the season. 

No plans for any of these houses 
the coming season. 

To these five might be added the 
Metropolitan, 1,700-seat legit, empty 
most of the year because of lack of 
road attractions. This property is 
worth $200,000 and pays about $6,000 
taxes yearly. Strand, F. & R.-Publix 
1,500-seat loop property valued at 
around $500,000 and paying around 
$12,000 taxes, dark off and on for 
part of the season, but now play- 
ing second runs. 

Real estate authorities value the 
Seventh Street theatre property at 
around $650,000, and the Garrick at 
about $1,000,000. These properties 
are far too valuable to lay idle in- 
definitely. If the theatres cannot 
be operated except at a further loss, 
they point out, the present buildings 
undoubtedly will be torn down and 
replaced with commercial struc- 
tures. 





TWO FOR CLARA 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Bernie Fineman, weeks ahead of 
echedule, will put into production 
next Monday “Pointed Heels,” star- 
ring Clara Bow. Eddie Sutherland 
directs. 

James Hall will play opposite the 
star with William Powell, also in 
cast. It’s the first time Hall has 
been away from “Hell’s Angels” 
since starting on that one. 

Paramount will also remake 
“Love ’'Em and Leave ’Em” for Miss 
Bow. New dialog version has been 
written by George Abbott and John 
V. A. Weaver. Original, made sev- 
eral years ago, had Evelyn Brent 
and Clive Brook featured. 





INSIDE ONE-REELERS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Hollywood Screen Stary News 
will distribute to theatre chains a 
single reel every two weeks, Foot- 
age will be confined to players and 
will be in sound and dialog recorded 
on Powers Cinephone. 

Ralph Staub, formerly with 
Screen Snap Shots (Columbia) for 
three years, will be in charge. Two 
reels have been prepared at Tec- 
Art studios. 


LABOR CLAIMS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Two film companies are named 
as defendants in suits filed with 
the State Labor Commission. 

John W. Gray, scenario writer, 
has filed suit against the B. and H. 
Enterprises (C. C. Burr and John 
Hines) to collect $150 alleged due 
for work on script of a picture. 
George Fay, extra, asks $15 from 
Pathe for two days’ work. 








“Cockeye” Print East 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
William Kupper, special sales rep- 
resentative for Fox, is en route to 
New York with a print of “The 
Cockeyed World,” in 12 reels. 
It will be screened for the first 
time at the Fox sales convention. 





Buys Barrie’s “Old Lady” 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Paramount has purchased James 
Rarrie’s “The Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals.” 
Adaptation is being done by John 
Farrow and Dan Totheroh, e 





eo 


JUST FUNNY! 

As an example of the lack of 
importance assigned by promi- 
nent newspapers to their mo- 
tion picture departments is the 
action of the New York Times 
in selecting Robert Nichols, of 
their city desk, to pinch hit for 
Mordaunt Hall, the regular re- 
viewer, who will be on the 
Coast for six weeks. 

Nichols will be called upon 
to review dialo;; pictures, al- 
though the last talker he saw 
was “Lights of New York.” 











50% SILENT VERSIONS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Upon the return of William Le- 
Baron it has been decided to make 
more than 50 per cent. of Radio’s 
current product silent as well as 
in sound. 





L. A. Arrivals 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Harold Franklin and Joseph 
Schenck are due here this week 
from New York. 
Charles Christie was an early ar- 
rival this week. 





| “Danmnged Goods” Barred | 
In Ohio, After Approval 


Cleveland, June 11. 

“Damaged Goods,” sex picture, 
has been barred in Ohio by state 
censorship board. Although cen- 
sors okayed it Nov. 14, 1927, Albert 
Dezel’s state permit to show it was 
revoked, effective June 1. 

Board would not give reason for 
withdrawing film from distribution 
in Ohio, Dezel, road show picture 
booker, is squawking about the 
break. 





VIERTEL’S TALKER 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Bierthold Viertel’s first assign- 
ment to direct a talker wiil be an 
original without title for Fox and 
Paul Muni. 

Viertel, former scenario writer, 
has directed but one picture, “The 
One Woman Idea.” 





Nolan’s Blackboard 

United Artists’ publicity depart- 
ment has installed a 20-foot black- 
board upon which is charted all 
facets pertaining to pictures in pro- 
duction or about to be released. 
Reporters and other seekers of in- 
formation may now interview them- 
selves on any point of a routine 
nature. 

Warren Nolan's idea. 





Sprague’s Trio 
Los Angelés, June 11. 

Chandler Sprague is sitting in the 
production chair on three Fox pic- 
tures, 

Namely they are “Frozen Jus- 
tice,” “The Meal Ticket,” horse- 
racing tale written by studio staff, 
and “The Girl Who Wasn't Want- 








ed,” from short magazine story. 





52,000 Visitors 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


General agreement entered 
into by the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation to send all visiting 


Shriners to Universal City to 
see how pictures are made, 
sent 52,000 Shriners and their 
friends through the U turn- 
stiles. 

Studio staged a rodeo, head- 
ed by Hoot Gibson, with all 
available rodeo talent assist- 
ing. 

With U City 12 miles from 
downtown cpecial electric 
trains made the run on 15 
minute schedules and boule- 
vards* leading to the _ studio 
were jammed for miles. 











RENEWED OPTIONS 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Paramount has renewed = six 
months’ options on Frederick 
March, Virginia Bruce and Jack 
Oakie. 
March was loaned to First Na- 
tional for “Footlights and Fools.” 








U’s “No, No, Napoleon” 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Universal will make both a silent 
and sound version of “No, No, Na- 
poleon,” with Reginald Denny. 
W. J. Craft is directing, Earle 
Snell writing dialog from story by 
Denny. Film now in work. 





Lord as U Director 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Del Lord, director, is leaving 
Warner Bros. to direct a pair of 


Makes 8 Indie Features 





pictures for Universal. 
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For Less Than $75,000 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


Lon Young has completed eight 
independent features for Chester- 
field at a total cost of under $75,<- 
000. He now intends starting six 
talkers which he will produce and 
distribute himself. 

Young will use RCA Photophone 


for recording at the Tec-Art studio, 


MIKE SIMMONS’ BREAKS 
Chicago, June 11. 

Here at the Radio convention as 
the p. a. for a small home talker 
outfit, Mike Simmons, of New York, 
got more publicity than many of 
the large companies with their ex- 
pensive booths and high-powered 
salesmen on the convention floor. 
Simmons demonstrated his machine 
in his bedroom at the Stevens. 

One of the most prominent 
makers of radio sets hired four tri- 
motor planes and chartered a 
schooner which they filled with 
fireworks to give a display on the 
lake. The next day the Tribune 
played up the story with pictures, 
crediting Simmons and his home 
talker company with the stunt. 





Radio’s 1,200 Extras 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Radio studio has been the para- 
dise of extras for the past couple 
of weeks. More than 1,200 of mob 
have drawn pay checks for “Street 
Girl” and “Half Marriage.” 





With “Side Streets” 
Tyrone Brereon and Irving Bacon 
have been added to “Side Streets,” 
original, to be made by RKO. Oscar 
Levant and Sidney Clare will write 
the musical score. 
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FOR REAL RESULTS : 
---USE PUBLICITY. 


FOR REAL PUBLICITY 
---USE “VARIETY” 


“Variety” gives legitimate publicity within the trade 
of the show business to all of the show business. 


Legitimate Publicity is the only kind that endures. 


It takes your name and advertisement everywhere. 


: Use “VARIETY?” 


---Jt’s the Best Seller 


(INTERNATIONALLY CIRCULATED) 


am 
od 
Li 
= 
sg 
= 
@ 
otf, 








“Variety” furnishes local publicity wherever there is 
show business of consequence; National Publicity all of 
the time and International Publicity besides. 


“VARIETY’S” FIFTH 
INTERNATIONAL NUMBER 


Provides one of the best opportunities of the year for 
valuable trade publicity; in the summertime and shortly 
before the season’s regular start. 











“Variety” is a booking and advance agent combined, 
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San Antonio, Texas 
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insures the millions invested by 
selecting as the opening attrac- 
tion, beginning Friday, June 14th 
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ALL TALKING ALL SINGING 
ALL DANCING 


SPECTACULAR MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 




















What other investors thought of this 
100% dividend maker 


Fox Movietone Follies played to [Fox Follies opened to the biggest, 


twenty-five thousand people in business we have had for some 
the twelve-hundred-seat Harris time. Stop. This in spite of very 
Grand, Wilmington, Delaware, in hot weather. Stop. Not only is 
‘one week.Stop.Changed our policy, ‘the business good but we hear. 
‘completely in order to play this nothing but praise from the 
picture. Stop. Get us more like this! ‘audience. Regards. 

John H. Harris ‘Geo. Rotsky, Palace Theatre 

Pittsburgh, Pa) Montreal 











4 offers investments in talking 
pictures-NOT SPECULATIONS 
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The Most Sénsationel: 
Box - Office Attraction 
now available 


Here’s a list of the houses 
that have cleaned up 


(as showmen everywhere are finding out) 





























Apollo Indianapolis, Ind. 
Shea’s Opera House _—_ Jamestown, N.Y. 
Palace ~ Cincinnati, O. 
Hippodrome Cleveland, O. 
Sigma Lima, O. 
Aladdin. nd week Denver, Col. 
Columbia Erie, Pa. 

Capitol (house record 2nd week) Lawrence, Mass, 
Victory Providence, R. I. 
Strand 0 eda “AY. 
Rochester Rochester, N. Y. 
Strand Akron, O. 

World Omaha, Neb. 
Strand (2nd week) Louisville, Ky. 
Criterion 3 Los Angeles, Cal. 
Harris Grand Wilmington, Del. 
New (2nd week) Baltimore, Md. 
Leland Albany, N.Y: 
Palace (new high record for Canada)) Montreal, Canada 
Indiana Marion, O. 


You get the QUALITY TALKING PICTURES 
with the QUANTITY RETURNS from 
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~ Monthly Studio ‘Survey 





Los Angeles, June 11. 
Production out here during May 
showed a slight increase over April, 
although it was far below the total 


reported for the same month a year 
ago. Some 80 companies worked 
during May of last year compared 
to 66 this year. 

Leading the field for May activity 
was Paramount with an average of 
seven units. Warners and . First 
Nationa] follow at six each. Uni- 
versal had four features and three 
short subjects in work. 

Fox reports an average of five 
features for the month, with M-G-M 
following at four, two of these on 
location at far-distant points. 

Pathe averaged three features 
and one short, while Radio, Tiffany- 





Stahl, United Artists and Columbia 
quote two each. Studios in the fea- 
ture group working but one com- 
pany were James Cruze and Chap- 
lin. 

Activity at the leasing plants was 
above normal, with Metropolitan 
leasing space to three features and 
two shorts. Tec-Art reported two 
features and one short, while Tele- 
Film and National Recording, both 
sound studios, had an average of 
one feature at their plants through- 
out the month. 

In the short subject group two 
studios were inactive, Educational 
and Christie. Roach and Cal-Art 
reported two shorts in work, while 
Sennett, leasing space to one com- 
pany, reported two features and one 
short. 





THIS TABLE SHOWS SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT THE 23 PICTURE STUDIOS ON THE COAST DURING 
MONTH OF MAY, 1929, WITH COMPARISON OF AVER- 
AGE ACTIVITY REPORTED FOR THE SAME 
STUDIOS DURING THE YEAR 1928. STUDIOS 
ARE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS ACCORDING 
TO THEIR MAIN PRODUCT 

Average Average Total Average 

Features Shorts Units Established 

Working Wor:.ing Working for Year 
Name of Studio May May May 1928 
POFAMOURE. sccceccecccscccsopess @ 0 7 8.8 
WUMSOOED -6 csc edeccs ccaccccsevans 6 0 6 6.7 
Wirat NAtCnAl. oi cvccccccnccccsss $ 0 6 6.0 
Wrtveraal sccoccccsccvcsccccces 4 3 7 5.1 
M-Gebd' ccvvcicctcccccosccvecse: 4 0 a 6.4 
WOR ce caccctuesebcencecepaceeaes:-.0 0 5 8.0 
WORD 2 de cacdccccctececdeéscese.* 1 4 2.7 
ROME : cecueved cbeseseésanesesee wm 0 2 2.8 
Tiffany-Stahl ...cccccccccsccccce 8 0 2 3.0 
Wmitee -APtStS. . ccdsecccccscsecs 8 0 2 2.0 
COMMMIUED -sciccccccccccesscccces = 2 0 2 2.0 
CORBET  biviecc bs dacteccecéeawcese 3 '& 0 1 0.6 
BT A ee ry ee | 0 1 1.0 

Leasing Studio Group 
DEGIPOUNGREE 050 cv cideticcccctes ’ 9 2 5 3.2 
WOO ALG inns rccccctcocosscsscees, 2 1 3 2.0 
OOH WOE cc ctoscgecsisscneosice & 0 1 1.7 
Nationdl Recording........++s+. 1 0 1 1.9 
Short Subjects Group 

BORE DORs ccccteccesccccoe SB 1 3 1.6 
BUM BUONO so vectiedcodotesesees 2 o 2 2 2.1 
MAucational .occcccccsccccssces. @ 0 0 2.0 
PN rccccevseedecccosscicos ® 0 0 1.7 
GORENG Wetetacccocccctdvoncssasee OM 2 2 1.8 
ey a rr ae 12 66 73.1 

Totals For 

Same-Period 

Summary For Current Year Last Year 
SOOT Ee eck sé weanccsaciscenes 18 62 55 
WODTUATY ccccccccoveccccesesece SO 18 46 55 
MRM osbu'enbadesenseececeane ets OO 20 60 60 
PENEE Bcd aGeosecneceedcesvececoes 49 16 63 71 
how Varbwhnaedh geese ddtsaegehtes Om 12 66 80 
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Button Up! 





Los Angeles, June 11. 
Overcoats for microphones 
is the latest invention of Para- 
mount sound engineers. Gang 
was forced to devise a means 
of muffling the breeze on a 
windy day while recording ex- 
teriors. 

New device is termed “Wind 
Cones,” a metallic deflector 
which clamps over the mouth 
of the mike. 


STAGE UNITS GO 
BACK INTO 2 
PUBLIXS 


Chicago, June 11. 
Publix stageband units are being 
resumed in the Capitol, Des Moines, 
and Riviera, Omaha, after an.eight- 
week trial of straight sound policy. 
Competing theatres, with stage 
shows, started making money when 
the Publix houses eased the units. 
Orpheum and World, in Omaha, and 
the Orpheum, Des Moines, were in 
favor of the Publix houses continu- 
ing without stage shows, 
Until Publix A units are rerouted 
for the two towns, two. special 
shows will be built in Chicago for 
the houses. 


Jack Leo Invents 
Film-Slicing Device 


Washington, June 11. 


Jack G. Leo, Fox Film executive 
with an inventive turn of mind, has 
just been granted a patent on a film 
slicing machine. He promptly as- 
signed his patent to Fox. 

Others in the new list include 
many patents covering sound re- 
































Publix Own Girl Troupes 
Hale-and-Gould-Trained 


Georgie Hale and Dave Gould 
have been placed _ under weekly gal- 
ary to Publix, for the production of 
girl troupes, under the supervision 
of I. M. Halperin. Girls will be en- 
gaged directly by Publix and 
trained by the staff stagers. 

To what extent the girl troupe 
production arrangement may pro- 
ceed is not told nor if Publix will 
produce all of the girl troupes need- 
ed or required for its road shows. 

Previously Publix has been a lib- 
eral buyer of troupes of girls for 
its units. These were trained by 
independent stagers, mostly by Alan 
Foster and Albertina Rasch, each 
producer having a different style in 
action. 














GROCER’S FREE AD 





Oriental, Ptid., Distributing 2-for-1 
Tickets Through Chain Stores 





Portland, Ore., June 11. 

Tebbett’s Oriental has a two-for- 
one tie-up with a chain of grocery 
stores, 

Coupon says “this ticket and 25 
cents will admit two people.” 

Grocer gets complimentary ad in 
return for distribution, 








Dallas, June 11, 


When yeggs were unsuccessful in 
opening the safe in the Rig theatre 
at Wink, Texas, smali town, they 
kidnapped the asst. mgr, Clody, and 
his wife, took them a short distance 
out of town. After tieing the couple 
to a tree, the bandits forced Woods 
to give them the combination of 
the safe. Couple in the weods to 
free themselves as best as they 
could. 





PATHE’S EASTERN FILM 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


serials for several years, has been 
summoned to New York by that 
firm to direct a feature talker there. 

It will be “On the Stairs,” adapt- 
ed from the story by William Hurl- 
burt. 











Manager’s Added Worries 


Spencer Bennett, directing Pathe 


producers and _ recorders. Bell 
Telephone securing most of these. 
One is to give sound effects. to still 
pictures, 

In the projection fieid are two 
new machines. One, foreign crea- 
tion, makes it possible to project 
two or three films at the same time 
while the other, American, is so 
created as to select portions of a 
reel of film and show those selected 
only, the machine automatically kill- 
ing its own beam when shots are to 
be omitted. 

These and the others included are 
listed in the Official Gazette of the 
Patent Office. Details may be se- 
cured by requesting same from the 
Commissioner of Patents. It is nec- 
essary to give the name of the in- 
vention and the number, also to 
forward 10 cents in each instance to 
cover costs. 

The list is as follows: 


Process for producing photographs in 
natural color (still). W. lLangguth, 
Thun, and C. Hummel, Niederuzwil, 
Switzerland. Filed Aug. 20, 1927, Ser. 
No. 216,334, and in Germany July 9, 
1926. Five claims. 1,710,455. 

Sound reproducing and picture exhib- 
iting apparatus (still). A. T. Marshall, 
Petaluma, Calif, Filed Feb. 9, 1926, 
Ser. No. 87,146. One claim. 1,710,994. 
Reproducing and recording of sound. 


A. F. Sykes, New Barnet, England. 
Filed Nov. 16, 1920, Ser. No. 424,421, and 
in Great Britain Nov. 18, 1919. Twenty- 


five claims. 1,711,551. 

Sound reproducing and recording de- 
vice. E. W. Adams, Montclair, N. J., 
assignor to Bell Telephone Laboratories, 


Inc., New York City. Filed Oct. 24, 
1925. Ser. No. 64,559. Thirteen claims. 
1,711,666. 


Motion picture screen (device to con- 
trol heat). Wm. M. Madison, Chicago. 
Filed Dec. 28, 1926. Ser. No. 157,485. 
Two claims. 1,711,897. 

Motion picture projector (gate for lead 
end of film). E. E. Underwood, Roch- 
ester, N. Y., assignor to Eastman Ko- 
dak Co., Rochester. Filed June 21, 1927. 
Ser. No. 200,400. Seven claims. 1,711,997. 

Plural-row cinematographic camera 
(to project one or more motion pic- 
tures at same time). E, Eriksen and A. 


Braastad, Oslo, Norway. Filed Oct. 1, 
1924, Ser. No. 740,936. Three claims. 
1,713,220. 


Motion picture projector 
selected portions of film). 
aler, 


(to project 
F. Von Mad- 
Hampton Bays, Long Island, N. Y., 
assignor to Vision-Tone Corp., New York 
City. Original application filed June 1, 


1923. Ser. No. 642,767. Divided and this 
application filed July 25, 1925. Ser. No. 
46,002. Renewed Sept. 28, 1928. Eleven 
claims, 1,713,504. 


Typo-photo film process (to print in- 
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FEATURED in F. & M. “CONTRASTS” Idea, Loew's State. Los Angctes. June 13 
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dicia on a negative). E. Kellogg, 
Johnstown, Pa. Filed Jan. 3, 1927. Ser. 
No. 158,725. Two ciaims. 1,713,660. 
Motion picture apparatus (special 
control of the light beam). . Hae - 
Kosken, New Yerk City, assignor 
Steadylite M. P. Machine Corp., New 
York City, Filed June 26, 1925. Ser. 


No. 39,660. Thirteen claims. 1,713,663. 
System for reproducing sounds 
distorted sound records. A. 
A. CC. G. Petersen, Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. Filed Nov. 19, 1927. Ser. 
234,498. Two claims. 1,713,918. 





from 
Poulson and 





Film slicing machine. Jack G. Leo, 
| New York City, assignor to Fox Film 





Corp., New York City. Filed Sept. 4, 
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~ Comparative Grosses for May 
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| May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
PORTLAND |“The Letter”| “Innocents of “Gentlemen 
High. .$25,300 $15,500 Paris” of Press” 
Low... 11,000} Stage Show $14,600 os $9 900° 
BROADWAY |“The Pagan”| “Girls Gone “Divine 
High. .$23,000 $15,000 Wild” Lady” 
Low... 9,000 All Sound $12,000 ___ $12,000 
PANTAGES | “Jazz Age” |” “Scandal” “Blockade” 
High. .$18,000 $12,000 $12,000 $9,000 
Low... 6,000 Vaude 
ORIENTAL | “The Whip” | “Iron Mask” ¥ 
High. .$14,000 $8,500 $6,000 
Low... 5,800 Vaude ; ee 

UNITED “Coquette” “Coquette” “Alibi” 
ARTISTS $9,800 $6,000 $10,000 
High. .$22,000 All Sound 
Low... 4,000 
MUSIC BOX |“Show Boat”) “Show Boat” “Desert 
High. .$20,000 $9,000 $7,000 Song” 
Low... 4,000 (3d week) $11,000 
All Sound 
TACOMA 
May 4 _ May 11 May 18 May 25 
PANTAGES | “Coquette” |“Show Folks”| “Father and | “Jazz Age” 
High. .$11,500 $8,300 $5,900 Sen” $6,300 
Low... 4,209 Vaude $6,300 SN ie 
BLUE “Show Boat”|“Show Boat” “Desert “Desert 
MOUSE $5,200 $4,500 Song” Song” 
High. ..$8,280 (3d week) $7,000 $6,700 
Low.... 1,400 All Sound 
RMLTO “Speakeasy” “Broadway | “Nothing But/| “Innocents of 
High... $8,330 $5,200 Melody” Truth” Paris” 
Low.... 2,000 All Sound $6,500 $5,300 $4,700 
PROVIDENCE 
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 
STATE “Mary “San Luis “Alibi” 
High. .$28,800 Dugan” Rey” $22,000 
Low... 15,000 $23,000 $17,000 
All Sound 
STRAND “Rainbow “Rainbow “Gentlemen 
High. .$14,900 Man” Man” of Press” and 
Low... 8,000 $14,900 $9,900 “The Quitter” 
(Record) $11,200 
' All Sound s 
MAJESTIC “Divine “Show Boat”|“Show Boat” 
High. .$15,200 Lady” $15,200 $11,000 
Low... 6,200 $11,900 (Record) 
Ali Sound 

















Sound Miniature 





Los Angeles, June 11, 

Pathe is believed to be using 
the first miniatures for a sound 
sequence. It’s a troupe of me-. 
chanical dolls which will be 
put through a ballet, 

Cost of creating the figures, 
costumes, effects, and music is 
reported in excess of that if a 
troupe of girls had been em- 
ployed. 











PERCENTAGE SHORTS 


Indie Co. 





With Cheap Idea for Dis- 
appointed Acts 





An independent company to make 
talking shorts is in formation un- 
der the sponsorship of W. Ray 
Johnston. Idea is for company to 
finance production end with acts to 
work on a percentage Lasis. 

Shorts to be made at Metropoli- 
tan Studio, Fort Lee, N. J., on Bio- 
phone system. Rayart to release. 





Eastern Rep for Goldwyn 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Henry Ginsburg, former independ- 
ent distributor and producer, has 
been appointed New York represen- 
tative for Samuel Goldwyn, 
Jean Laverty Clicks 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
As a result of her work in “The 
Cockeyed World,” Jean Laverty now 


possesses long term contract with 
Fox. 








1926. Ser, 

1,714,605. 
Apparatus for producing motion pic- 

ture effects (to throw still pictures on 


No. 133,607. Five claims. 


moving cloud effects, etc.). A. B. Leech, 
Los Angeles. Filed Nov. 12, 1927. Ser. 
No, 232,880. Three claims. 1,714,717. 


Stereoscopic cinematography. L. Da- 


ponte, London, England. Filed March 
26, 1924. Ser. No, 702,099, and in Great 
Britain March 29, 1923. Twelve claims. 
1,714,849, 


Combined motion picture photographic 
and projection apparatus. M. C. Fullen- 


love, Toledo, O., assignor by direct and 
mesne assignments, to Foto-Graf-Ic Co. 
of America, Inc., Montclair, N. J. Filed 
May 15, 1926. Ser. No. 109,305. Eleven 
claims, 1,714,862. 


Marks Bros. Lose in Pathe 
Film Contract Fraud Claim 


Chicago, June 11. 


Long standing arbitration be- 
tween the Marks Bros. and Pathe 
over contracts on the Godless Girl” 
and “Strange Cargo” was settied by 
the local Film Board of Trade with 
the Marks Bros. losing out. 


Marks, operators of the Granada 
and Marbro, charged misrepresenta- 
tion on the film contracts and dee 
manded a refund on “Strange Car- 
go” after refusing to play it. Film 
board, composed of exhibitors and 
distributors on both sides, found 
that Pathe had tendered the con- 
tract that was accepted by the 
Marks Bros. in good faith. Pathe 
was willing to throw in “Mother's 
Boy” in place of the rejected film 
in order to avoid arbitration. 

Marks, who turned down the ex- 
change before the case was tried, 
may now change their minds. 








DARMOUR’S SILENTS 
Los Angeles, June 11. 


Larry Darmour, independent pro- 
ducer of short comedies, is making 
silent versions of his films as well 
as in sound, 

It establishes Darmour as the 
only short comedy preducer now on 
the Coast currently turning on si- 
lent comedies. 











Joyzelle 


contributed her bit to the Shrine con- 
vention by shelving her talking pic- 
ture work long enough to appear at 
Loew's State theatre in Los Angeles 
for one week, where she knocked the 
fezzes from a flock of guys in the 
front row who didn’t want to reveal 
their bald heads, 


Critics as well as the public ac- 
claimed her THE SHRINERS’ PET— 
Who can deny it? 

















Gypsy 


FEATURED in Fanchon & Marco's 
“CONTRASTS” Idea. 





Loew's State, Los 
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THEY cet rich with pictu 










DUGAN—NormaShearer's 
First All-Talkie 


The ‘White Collars” 
Talking Picture 












Ramon Novarro in Clarence Brown's. 


THE PAGAN 


William Haines in 


THE DUKE STEPS OUT 


METRO-GOLDWYN- 


It’s a pleasure! 


VARIETY 


7a OE 
Oe 3 
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res like 





THE BROADWAY THE TRIAL OF MARY THE IDLE RICH 
MELODY—W orld’s 
Greatest Talking’ Hit! 


WONDER OF WOMEN 






William Haines in 
ALIAS JIMMY 
VALENTINE 


these (all in one season) 


Joan Crawford in 
OUR DANCING 
DAUGHTERS 


This Year and Every Year! 









inane nas. 








A 
M-G-M SHOWMAN- 


Be one and enjoy life! 


IT’S been a great year for M-G-M exhibitors 
THEY can afford the good things of life— 
THEY vo places and do things— 
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Gilbert-Garbo in 


Greta Garbo in 






A WOMAN OF WILD ORCHIDS 
AFFAIRS 
; fe 


IDRIS 





WHITE SHADOWS. 
iss the South Seas 


Ramon Novwarro in 


THE FLYING FLEET 
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Central Theatre, 


Gala Opening 
; N. | & June 20th 








Directed by 


| % | 
FRANK LLOYD % Ee : ‘on 
who directed %D , P | Fi 
“Weary River” ¢ 7 National 


RICHARD 


BARTHELMESS 
.DRAG 


. i 
OF TE FINSINS 


Presented by Richard A. Rowland ¢ Adaptation and Dialogue by Bradley 
King ¢ Witmark theme songs, “My Song of the Nile” and “I’m Too Young 
To Be Careful”, sure-fire follow-ups to “Weary River” 
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A FIRST NATIONAL VITAPHONE PICTURE 
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| Joe Leo Makes Goldberg, Kutinsky 


And Rinzler, Fox Met Operators 





Harry D. Goldberg has been ap- 

inted theatre operator under Joe 
Leo for William Fox's Metropolitan 
Theatres, taking in Manhattan and 
the Bronx. Leo, general operator in 
charge for Fox for the Met and 
mid-west territory (Midwesco and 
Chicago) made the appointment. 

Another Leo nominee in charge 
of Brooklyn for Fox's Mets is Rinz- 
jer (formerly Rchmil & Rinzler cir- 
cuit). For New Jersey Kutinsky 
will officiate under Leo. Kutinsky’s 
former 10 Jersey houses are in- 
eluded in Fox’s Metropolitan group. 

This lineup by Leo seems to have 
missed Billy Brandt, who, it had 
been expected, would be Leo’s as- 
sistant in charge of the Met houses. 
It is said that Brandt made no for- 
mal application for the position. Nor 
has the name of Myer Shine for the 
2% Shine houses up state N. Y. 
taken over by Fox reappeared. The 
Shine houses also are under Leo's 
gupervision. 

Leo’s own offices in the Metro- 
politan Theatres’ suite are at 1600 
Broadway, occupying the whole of 
the 10th floor. A year’s lease is re- 
ported having been taken, pending 
the completion of a William Fox 
effice building to house all of his 
New York departments, 

In the past week Fox absorbed 127 
theatres within Greater New York, 
adding to his former holdings. 
These 127 represent 165,000 seats. 

The Rapf three houses in Brook- 
lyn, Benson, Highway and Marlboro, 
not in the original Met deal, are 
to be taken over by Fox, it is said. 





Mid-West 
Chicago, June 11, 

William Fox next week will for- 
mally assume charge of the six 
Ascher houses here, They will be 
grouped as the Fox Chicago The- 
atre Co., with Joe Leo in general 
command. 

It is understood Leo has the Uni- 
versal Wisconsin deal all set for 
Fox. It includes the U houses at 
Milwaukee, Kenosha, Sheboygan 
and Racine. 


DRAKE FORECLOSURE 


Chicago House Didn’t Pay Interest 
Due on Mortgage 











Chicago, June 11, 

Foreclosure suit has been filed by 
the Chicago Title & Trust Co. 
against the Drake Theatre Building 
Corp., for non-payment of interest 
on first mortgage. 

Just another rock on the highway 
6f independents. 





Fox Phoenix House 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Fox will invade Arizona this sum- 
mer. A 2,500-seater is to be built 
in Phoenix, All that remains to 
clinch it is the signing of a lease 
for the site by the executives of the 
theatre organization and city offi- 
cials. All preliminary arrangements 
have been made. 

Theatre is expected to be under 
construction by Aug. 1. 





Weiss’ Eastern Shorts 

Adolph Weiss, third brother of the 
firm of that name, has closed up the 
company affairs in California and 
leaves for New York June 18. 

He will be accompanied by Les 
Goodwins, brought east to direct 
dialog shorts for the brothers at 
the DeForest studio. 





. Trem Carr's First 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
First dialog production by Trem 
Carr and National Film Recording 
Studio (Phil Goldstone) will be 
“Handcuffs,” now in work, 





-_ 





Fox’s Schoolhouse 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Little red schoolhouse on 
Fox’s Western Ave. lot is one 
of its busiest spots. Total 
enrollment boasts 25 kids. 
Some 16 of these are under 18, 
but are bound to Fox on term 
contracts as players. 

Ruling set by the local edu- 
cational board forces studios to 
make the minors’ study at 
i least four hours daily. 


But One Chicago Indie 
Circuit With Receiver 


Chicago, June 11. 
Court order was entered last 
week giving Fox control of Termi- 
nal, Crown, Midwest and Commer- 
cial, of the Ascher Bros. bankrupt 
chain of picture houses. Trans- 
ference of ownership was made 
with cash payment of $100,000 by 
William Fox, who already had a 
half interest in the houses, 
Sheridan, one of the circuit's de 
luxe stands, will be operated by 
Fox, but without full ownership 
title at present. All will be under 
direction of Joe Leo, for Fox. 
Creditors will be partially taken 
éare of with the $100,000 payment. 
A refinancing plan conceived by 
Chester Davis, of the Trust Co., and 
Leo, will also be put into practice. 
With Fox taking control of this 
circuit there remains only one other 
major local circuit in the hands of 
receivers, It is National Play- 
houses, formerly held by Cooney 
Bros,, operated in bankruptcy by 
James Coston for the Chicago Title 
& Trust Co. Two of the city’s 
largest stands-are included. Fox is 
reported considering purchase of 
these two at least. Circuit, as a 
whole, has been open for bids a 
couple of times, with no offers, 


Foreign Theatre Lists 


Washington, June 11. 

New lists of motion picture the- 
atres are now available through the 
Commercial Intelligence Division of 
the Department of Commerce. In 
requesting copies it is necessary to 
give code number. 

New ones are: Belgium, EUR- 
1380; Costa Rica, LA-23380; Nether- 
land East Indies, CI-1590; Ecuador, 
LA-15380; Guatemala, LA-24380; 
The Netherlands, EUR-8380; Nic- 
aragua, LA-27380; Paraguay, LA- 
19380; Peru, LA-20380; Philippine 
Islands, FE-25380; Porto Rico, LA- 
38380, and Venezuela, CI-1588. 

Revised lists are: Brazil, LA- 
12380; Bulgaria, NE-2380-A; Co- 
lombia, LA-14380-A; Dominican Re- 




















public, LA-32380-A; Finland, RD- 
60380-A; Honduras, LA-25380-A; 
Hungary, EUR-5380; India, FE- 


21380-A; Latvia, RD-80380-A; New 
Zealand, FE-24380-A; Portugal, 
EUR-10380-A; Rumania, NE-1381- 
A; Salvador, LA-29380-A, and 
Switzerland, EUR-13380, 





METROPOLIS A STOREHOUSE 

Metropolis theatre, 142nd street 
and 8rd avenue, which cost $375,000 
to build about 18 years ago, has 
been sold to Loew’s by Walter 
Reade for $100,000. 

Seats will be ripped out and the 
house used for scenery painting 
and storage purposes, 





Woods’ Foreign Silents 
Two big foreign made silent pic- 
tures, owned by A. H. Woods for 





ROSE 


VALYDA 


featured in FANCHON and MARCO’S 
“COTTAGE SMALL” IDEA 


America, are being put in shape for 
New York showing. 

One, “Storm Over Asia” (Sovin- 
ko) has been cut to 9,000 feet. The 
other is entitled “The Living 
Corpse,” adapted from a story by 
Tolstol. 

It is likely that both features will 
be synchronized. 














W. E. Amends Complaint 
In Pacent Patent Case 


Immediately after Federal Judge 
Bondy dismissed Western Electric's 
suit against Louis Gerard Pacent, 
the electric refiled the complaint al- 
leging the same nine patent in- 
fringements' in the defendant's 
cheaper talker. This time the tech- 
nicality of naming American Tel 
and Tel, chief talker patent hold- 
er, as co-plaintiff, was observed in 
accordance with the court's ruling. 

Permission to bring suit was ob- 
tained from American by Western 
several weeks ago so that the ad- 
ditional complaints against Sol 
Wallerstein, Buffalo exhibitor, and 
the Stanley Co., as users of Pacent 
machines, stands as is. 

The dismissal was a court for- 
mality, Western says, in declaring 
that the manufacturer of the re- 
ported Warner cheaper talker took 
unfair advantage of the situation 
by sending out publicity creating an 
erroneous impression at a _ time 
when the electric’s offices were 
closed. 

The amended complaint will af- 
ford action on the merits of the 
allegations which the court has not 
yet considered, Western states. 


Sundays 0. K. in Texas 


Dallas, June 11. 

Sunday film laws in Texas look 
like a failure after five consecutive 
charges were brought against Les- 
lie Wilkes, manager and half-owner 
of the. Palace at Corsicana, Texas, 
for operating his house on Sundays. 

House finally permitted to run 
Sundays. 
atres. 

















W. C. TAKES THREE U’S 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

During Harold B. Franklin's recent 
visit in New York he arranged with 
Louis Cohen, theatre manipulator 
for Universal, to take over the three 
U theatres in and around Santa 
Ana, 

Franklin, for Fox West Coast, get 
the houses 100 per cent., giving U 
whatever its investment in each 
represents, 





Spokane, June 11. 
Fox West Coast is proceeding 
with its intention of building a 3,000- 
seater here. Site has been secured 
on the main street and the project 
was closed when Harold B. Franklin 
lately visited this city. 





KURTZMAN ON COAST 


San Francisco, June 11. 
Charles Kurtzman has assumed 
his duties as Western Division 
manager of the Publix Theatres. 
Kurtzman has charge of all the the- 
atres on the Pacific Coast. 

The new executive succeeded 
Ralph Crabill June 1. Crabill has 
gone to New York to assume more 
important duties with Publix, 





“Show Boat” at Colony 


With the deal cold by Universal 
to sublease the Colony, New York, 
to Earl Carroll, Universal is plan- 
ning to open the house with a grind 
run of “Show Boat” at popular 
prices in about three weeks. 





State Rights Shorts 
G.M.G. Productions, new firm 
composed of George Givot, former 
Chicago jazz singer and m. c., his 
father, and Lou Michaelson, are 
making a series of band acts. 

After completing two on wax they 
have rented space at the DeForest 
studio and will complete the series 
on sound-on-film system, 

States right release. 





Crandall Takes Serial 
Stanley-Crandall has booked 
Universal's 10-chapter serial, “Pi- 
rates of Panama.” 
Thriller, written by Wm. McLeod 
Raine, features Natalie Kingston 
and J. Wisley (Buffalo Bill, Jr.). 





U. A. Convention On 
The sales convention of all branch 
managers of United Artists started 
yesterday in the Fraternity Room 








VINCE SILK 


fs in His Third Week as Ceremony Master at Boulevard Theatre, Los Angeics 
PAUL TITSWORTH, Chicken Guzzler 
MELLO, AE. EVYONS How In Milwaukee? 


ef the Astor Hotel, New York. 
Convention will last until tonight 
(Wednesday). 





Hornstein with U 
Joe Hornstein, expert om projec- 
tion, has gone with Warners. He 
had been with the National The- 











latre Supply concern. 


Operated by Dent The- | 





Theatre-Made Parking 





As far as known the first in- 
stance of a picture theatre 
creating public parking spaces, 
like a race track, is at the Va- 
lencia (Loew's), at Jamaica, 
L L 

A few open spaces on either 
side of theatre, on the Mer- 
rick road, have boys outside 
waving in cars to park, while 
their passengers attend the 
theatre. 

It suggests a large drawing 
area for the Valencia in the 
Long Island section around 
Jamaica. 


NEB.-1A. EXHIBS 
ON BUYING PLAN 


Omaha, June 11. 
One hundred members of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners’ Asso- 
ciation, representing Nebraska and 
Western Iowa, have appointed a 
committee to work out a plan for 
collective buying of film and sup- 
plies after a two-day session here, 
They passed resolutions rapping 
the high price of film rentals and 
what they termed “high-handed” 
methods of sale of tajJker franchises. 
They also discussed opposition to 
longer protection to be sought by 
distributors soon. Usually, ‘there is 
only 30-day protection, now.>, 


\ 


TRAGEDY AFTERMATH, 


Film Exchanges’ Tough Inspection 
After Hospital Explosion 























Chicago, June 11. 

Following the recent Cleveland 
hospital disaster, caused by com- 
bustion of X-Ray films, the local 
fire department has started a rigid 
inspection of all film exchanges 
here. Special details of firemen 
have been posted around the vari- 
= film offices to look for anything 

hat might prove defective and dan- 

gerous. This not only includes 
storage and handling of films but 
wiring and safety devices as well. 
Where defect is discovered the par- 
ticular exchange is being given 24 
hours to make the necessary ad- 
justments on penalty provided by 
the city. : 

This order is expected to affect a 
number of small film outfits on the 
row that are doing business in back 
rooms, pinched office space and 
other quarters where fire might 
break out easily. 





Indies Muscle in on Legit 
Exploitation With Old Film 


Chicago, June 11, 

A number of small exhibitors in 
town are taking advantage of the 
publicity and bill posting on “Con- 
necticut Yankee” (legit show at 
the Garrick) by re-issuing the old 
Fox film of the same name in the 
neighborhoods. 

From reports, the trick has 
brought good cash returns, 





Sth Stanley, Pittsburgh, Mgr. 
Pittsburgh, June 11. 
Earl Bailey has been named man- 
ager of Stanley here, giving house 
fifth manager in less than year and 
a half it has been open. 
Bailey replaces Frank Shepherd. 
who takes over Regent, Stanley-WB 
neighborhood, in East Liberty. 





Rice’s Qualitone Branch 
Chicago, June 11, 

Dave Rice, former theatre mana- 
ger here and father-in-law of John 
Balaban, has opened a local distri- 
buting branch for Qualitone, coast 
sound device. 

Rice is making his headquarters 
with the Filmack Co. temporarily. 





Eckhardt Working Again 
Chicago, June 11. 
Clyde Eckhardt, Fox midwest ex- 
change manager, ha« sufficiently re- 
covered to resume work. George 
“Peck” Gomersall, subbing for Eck- 
hardt here, is returning east. 


VARIETY 


R-K-0 MAY GET 2 
BWAY HOUSES 
FOR FILMS 


Columbia for Grind—Car- 
roll for Two-a-Day 


Musical Talkers 


Radio-Keith-Orpheum may add 
the Carroll theatre on 7th avenue to 
its contemplated leasing of the Co- 
lumbia (burlesque) theatre house. 

If the deals go through it is said 
R-K-O Pictures will use the Carroll 
for its two-a-day Broadway house 
for specials, mostly musical, like 








“Rio Rita,” now making, and the 
Columbia will go grind at pop 
prices, 


With the Columbia remodeled, its 
seating capacity will be 1,900, suf- 
ficient on a grind policy at $1 top 
to yield a gross of between $30,900 
and $35,000 weekly. Its overhead, 
estimated, will run around $20,000, 
inclusive of $6.000 weekly rental. 

The Carroll proposal for Radio 
Pictures is said to be on a weekly 
rental basis starting in August, 
when ‘Rio Rita” is expected to be in 
readiness. 

Negotiations for both houses are 
continuing this week. 


Crawfords’ Organ Shorts 
For Gen. Distribution 


Paramount contemplates a series 
of talking organ shorts made by 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford, the 
consol stars at the Paramount, New 
York. 

These special shorts, from report, 
will be exhibited by Publix the- 
atres and also generally distributed 
by Paramount, 


Kunsky Denies Deal 


Detroit, June 11. 
John H. Kunsky denies without 
qualification that he is in negotia- 
tion with Publix Theatres to sell his 
interest in order that Publix may 
have 100 per cent. contral of the 
Kunsky local theatres. 

















Notwithstanding the Kunsky de- 
nial in Detroit of the Publix deai, 
the report still circulates that ne- 
gotiations are on between Publix 
and Kunsky, with the money as 
usual the hitch, 

Same is true of the Publix deal- 
ings with the Saenger peopl, 
E. V. Richards and the Saenger 
brothéfs. 

In both matters papers are said 
to have been drawn for signitures 
which will be affixed if the consid- 
erations are mutually agreed upon. 





Writing Team on Coast 

James Seymour, with Gene Mar- 
key as a dialog and story team at 
the Pathe eastern studio, has fol- 
lowed Markey west. 
Partnership is being resumed on 
the coast for Columbia. 

Seymour has a six months’ con- 
tract. 





“Glorifying” Labor Day 
“Glorifying the American Girl” 
will be offered by Paramount at $2 
at the Criterion, New York, around 
Sept. 1. Picture, featuring Mary 
Eaton, was completed at the Long 
Island studios last week. 





Levy Starts for Coast 
Jules Levy, new film buyer for 
Keith's, hag started for the coast. 
He will look over the Chicago and 
Los Angeles offices of the circuit. 





GEORGIA. 








LANE 


DANCERS 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco's 
“RHYTHM” Idea 























LIM MARTIN 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
WEST COAST THEATRE, LONG BEACH, CALIF. 
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A Universal picture. 
With Huntly Gordon, Jane La Verne. 
Story by Joe Swirling. A Robert Hill 
Production. Two negatives:one talking 
and singing; one silent. Presented by 


CARL LAEMMLE 
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You'll Be 








Seeing It Soon! 


‘BROADWAY” 











Universal’s $1,500,000 Super-Production 


With Dialogue From the Original Play—100 Per Cent Talking, Singing and Dancing 


DIRECTED BY PAUL FEJOS—A CARL LAEMMLE, JR., PRODUCTION 








“...Thrilled Globe Theatre Premiere audi- 
ence...» finest photop!ay Universal has ever 
offered ... no situation in the play has been 
omitted . . . the original lines burst with 
nerve-gripping strength ... a searing drama 
burns through the picture’s tinselled trappings 
to hold the onlooker in a hypnotic thrall... . 
This one should. be a big noise ... must be 
scored as a big win for all concerned.”—RE- 
GINA CREWE, N. Y. AMERICAN. 





2 


“...A-remarkable page of New York life...a 
masterpiece of modernistic extravagance... 
the Paradise Club has now become a cabaret 
which is not only bigger than any night club in 
New York... better looking, too.... A play 
outline followed as closely as one could wish or 
hope for ... good entertainment .. . story, 
settings, lighting, acting, and a blaze of techni- 
color which lights up the final panorama....A 
successful project."—JOHN S. COHEN, JR., 
N. Y. EVENING SUN. 


| Read What The New York Critics Say— 


Wednesday, June 12, 








“,.. The crowning achievement of Cari Laemmle 
» » » of such high quality that it deserves un- 
stinted praise. ... Those who had the making 
of this picture have done wonders ... splendidly 
enacted ... general effect superb... you just 
can’t fail to take in this one even though you 
are familiar with the stage play .. . ‘Broadway’ 
is the best picture ever made by Universal... .” 
—GEORGE GERHARD, N. Y. EVENING 
WORLD. 








“, . . ‘Broadway’ will get over because it has 
thrill, tenseness, runs nicely without padding 
+» » » With music the screen play expands ’way 
beyond the stage production. ... Paul Fejos 
directed with much judgment. . .. The final 
scene in the cabaret is done in technicolor, giv- 
ing a corking finish to a corking picture... .”— 
SIME SILVERMAN, VARIETY. 











“*...<A picture destined to click loudly at the 
nation’s box-offices ... a cohesive story framed 
in a magnificent setting . .. superb production 
values, sterling performances, well sustained in- 
terest ... entertainment of the solid sort... 
‘Broadway’ demonstrates beyond question that 
a full knowledge of the camera and its poten- 
tialities will result in heightened drama... ."— 
MAURICE KANN, FILM DAILY. 





#... The greatest show attraction in Universal’s 
history ... the musical dialogue melodrama 
triumphant ... adapted from the stage success 
and a far bigger and better show .. . tense, 
vivid, colorful and absorbing ... we cordially 
proclaim it magnificent entertainment. .. ."— 
ARTHUR JAMES, DAILY REVIEW. 








“,,. It’s a honey ... dandy movie entertain- 
ment ... thrills, pathos, crime and romance... 
an inside story of the bootlegging and night 
club racket on old Broadway .. . splendidly 
acted, magnificently produced ... story absorb- 
ing... a dandy show... ."—BLAND JOHAN- 
NESON, N. Y. MIRROR. 








“, . « Diamond rings on its fingers and platinum 
belis on its toes ..,. sensational ...a titanic 
enterprise ... the story follows the play... 
Director Paul Fejos has captured some fetching 
shots... spectacular nearly all the way through 
» . ”"—KATHERINE ZIMMERMAN, N. Y. 
TELEGRAM. 





“, . . Its scope is as far-flung as Broadway 
itself . . » large and colorful layers of typical 
night life... singularly well done... a remark- 


able piece of work.”"—QUINN MARTIN, N. Y. 
WORLD. 














“,,. It is handsome entertainment... Dr. Paul 
Fejos, who directed the film under supervision 
of Carl Laemmle, Jr., has done a good job... 
Dr. Fejos has always manifested a penchant 
for cinematic effects, of which he is a past mas- 
ter... abundant opportunities in ‘Broadway’ to 
admire this directcr’s camera stunts. . . ”— 
MORDAUNT HALL, N. Y. TIMES. 














“, . » Lavishly produced ... a back-of-the- 
scenes story against modernistic settings...» 
the Paradise Night Club is a decoratively spec- 
tacular example of impressionistic art ... stun- 
ning sets..—ROSE PELSWICK, N. Y. EVEN- 
ING JOURNAL. 

















“, .. Dr. Fejos has leaped to the titanic ., » 


vast night club... acres of dancing girls... 
sound recording unusually good ... ‘Broadway’ 
is a grand show even after hundreds of imita- 


tions... ."—-CREIGHTON PEET, N. Y. EVEN- 
ING POST. 
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Los Angeles Premiere 
Biltmore Theatre, June 17} 
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ae KITTY 


(Continued from page 16) 


a tedious lapse with ncne, that the 
audience merely resent, they must 
stil! sit and suffer. 


Action and direction appear to be 
haphazard. At one moment a 
woman in a lawyer's office pulled 
down her veil. No reason whatso- 
ever for the action, but suggesting 
the instruction had been called from 
the side line. It looked awkward. 
Again a taxi driver is seen to de- 
lay making change for a woman 
nassenger. No reason for this. It 
had no bearing upon the story and 
held no comedy, unless for the Eng- 
lish. Other directorial absurdities. 
Another was two of the principal 
women seen driving in an open car, 
for no place as it turned out. The 
immediate following scene was one 
of the women in the car walking 
down a street holding an umbrella 
in a pouring rain. 

While for a comedy touch in the 
sound, squeaky shoes. Fade outs 
had to be on a clinch, once two 
women clinching. 

In air stuff it’s the poorest of the 
poor, made so of course by the 
miniatures, In fact, “Kitty” looks 
as though it had come out of a 
foundling asylum. 

Dialog came over well enough, 
without anything to the talk other 
than stereotyped phrasing to fit the 


situation. “Do you love me?” said 
the girl, and the boy answered, “Oh, 
so much.” Like that. 

Story is of a boy called to the 


British air forces and marrying a 
shop girl before leaving. The patri- 
cian mother of the boy, to blast the 
marriage, writes him a letter his 
wife has a lover. Herreads it when 
about to go into air battle and 
takes a dive. 

Returned home a cripple with loss 
of memory. Ma won't let Kitty see 
her husband. This goes on for 
weeks and weeks. But finally they 
meet. You know he is going to 
walk again or there will be no finish. 
That’s when the dialog starts and 
it takes him 25 minutes to step. 

No one stands out in the playing. 
Estelle Brody, American ingenue, 
tries hard. without anything or any- 
one to aid her. The girl was taken 
profile too much. She's no profile 
poser. Make up hardened instead of 
softening her face, These things 
keep up until one is impelled to in- 
quire is there no one in England 
who knows anything at all about 
making moving pictures? 

And isn’t Miss Brody normally a 
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blonde? And if so, doesn't she look 
ever. so much better blondy than in 
_ dark hair worn here? Miss 
Brody creates quite some sympathy, 
Seems smart enough and probabiy 
needs but a story or an American 
director. 


; John Stuart, featured, and the 
juve, nil His role didn’t allow for 
much and that little, nothing. Dor- 


othy Cumming did the hard hearted 
mama rather well, although the di- 


rector made her stand in an ordi- 
nary hotel room watching her 
daughter-in-law's store through 


opera glasses. English never heard 
of private detectives, probably. 
Charles O'Shaughnessy as Ruben, 
an old handy man, carried a white- 
black beard that one expected to 
see a goat hop out of at any time. 


E. F. Bostwick spoke very well 
as the Dr., and Gibb McLaughlin 
made a likeable grouchy electri- 
cian. 


If World Wide picked “Kitty” for 
America, it had better get another 
picker. Pictures like “Kitty” should 
be happily kept at home, wherever 
that home may be. The quickies on 
this side can do better in one-third 
of the time and one-fourth of the 
cost, no matter what either was 
over there. Sime. 


HONKY TONK 


(With Sophie Tucker) 
(ALL DIALOG) 
(With Songs) 


Warner Bros. production 
Vitaphone sounded. 





and release 
Sophie Tucker starred. 


Songs by Milton Ager and Jack Yellen. 
Miss Tucker's special dialog by Mr. Yellen. 
Directed by Lioyd Bacon. Adapted by V. 
(“, Graham Baker from story by Leslie S. 
Barrows. At Warners, New York, June 4, 
twice daily at $2 top. Running time, 68 
minutes. 

Sophie Leonard........ccecee Sophie Tucker 
Sophie's Daughter BReth........... Lila Tee 
Jean Gilmore, Beth's friend..Audrey Ferris 
Freddie Gi lmore veousevabecs George Duryea 
WM ceccsoccccee ecccccvece Mahlon Hamiiton 
CUED BEGMAROF . cccccccteccce John T. Murray 


Sophie Tucker is “Honky Tonk” 
and because of that with her songs, 
must draw in the regular picture 
houses. If Sophie can’t, her songs 
can, and both will. Perhaps not $2 
for songs only, as per scale at War- 
ners. 


Warners picked Sophie because 
she can sing songs. It was Harry 
Warner who did the picking. None 
of the remainder of thé” Warner 
bunch could see Soph in a talker. 
So Harry is right, righter 
through standing firm against the 
judgment of many. 

Not only is Soph okay in this pic- 
ture but she will be the same in 
many more where she can sing 
songs as good as those in “Honky 
Tonk.” Since/Milt ager and Jack 
Yellen seem able to write songs for 
Soph as they have in the past, that 
combination looks due to be on the 
screen for a long while. 

In tackling Soph as a first timer 
on the/sheet, the Warners did not 
want to lead her up. Soph is given 
a simple, idiotic story, but one she 
car play, as a first timer. It’s bet- 
ter for Soph and the Warners to be 
simple and idiotic the first time than 
@ flop for all time. Saving Soph 
here makes her good there. This 
picture is bad but the judgment and 
Soph great. 

“Honky Tonk” is another nite 
elubber. Sophie Leonard is the star 
entertainer. She has a daughter 
finishing abroad. When the little 
girl comes back a big girl now, she 
finishes off her mother. Daughter 
says Ma shouldn't be doing things 
like this. meaning singing songs for 
stews. How daughter happens to 
know is almost the plot. Rest of the 
story is Ma getting squared and 
squaring. 

Didn’t daughter know Ma was 
working her head off keeping drunks 
quiet so baby could get the Con- 
tinental finish? No. Nobody knew. 
It was a secret shared only by Mah- 
lon Thompson as the headwaiter in 
the joint. Jim was pretty strong 
for Soph and kept that way too, 
after the grownup daughter hove 
into sight. Jim must have been 
wised up. 

Jim used to take Soph home at 
seven in the morning, to her apart- 
ment, have a cup of coffee and go 
to his own house without kissing 
her. Proper? 

Scheme of the story is to white- 
wash all nite club hostesses, if they 
need washing. Much of this stuff 
is mushy in its thick sentiment. 
But Soph is even protected through 
those portions by having her own 
dialog written by the same Jack 
Yellen. Probably an innovation in 
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talkers for a special material writer 


(talk) for one person, but Sophie 
knows her Jackie. 
Sophie's “Red Hot Mamma,” as al- 


ways, pipe. “Some of These Days” 
another. Those are Soph’s always 
sure shots. “Good Man to Have 
Around” ballady hit, for all of these 
son¢es are hits—otherwise they 
wouldn't be on the screen. “Little 
Bluebird” sounds peachy and for 


among the best sellers, while 
Want to Be Thin” is another snappy 
comic, Take Off Your Mask,” a 
number leader required for the story, 
but “Dying to Love” another Soph 
sock. 

Maybe one or two more songs. 
You become so absorbed in Soph 
when she’s singing, like Marie when 
she’s dancing, that you forget every- 
thing. 

As for Soph on the screen for the 
first time, she'll surprise you. The 
Madam is there. Her singing voice 
aces and her speaking voice far be- 
yond expectation. In fact for a first 
time, Soph is beyond expectation 
all of the way. 

With Lloyd Bacon, the director, 
doing an awful lot in the way of 
protecting and presenting Soph. If 
Mr. Bacon doesn't get the credit he 
deserves, he still deserves it. The 
closeups of Soph are elegant. They 
brought the girl right into your I2p 
and you knew it was Soph; thai 
voice and that face. It seemed to 
ease up Soph too, even when not 
singing, for she was at ease. While 
with the light acting called upon in 
all but one tense scene with her 
daughter, it was so handled by the 
director that Soph had no stretch to 
grow nervous. 

Support, too, very nice in action. 
All deferred to Soph. No one tried 
to steal at her expense or inex- 
perience. Looked splendid and 
worked out well. Mr. Hamilton and 
Lila Lee were away in the lead in 
playing. George Duryea had a har2 
role as the snippy snob, made more 
so when he had to turn over. 

And Wilbur Mack stuttered. He 
wasn’t programmed, but he stut- 
tered. When he stuttered this pic- 
ture had to go over. The Warners 
may have discovered the talkers, but 
Tommy Dugan made the stutterers. 
Mr. Mack got the best laughs out- 
side of Soph’s lyrics, other than 
when Duryea got a bump on the 
bean in the joint for calling the star 
entertainer “ a cheap dame.” 

An interesting picture to the show 
business as bringing out how a per- 
sonality may be made to stand out 
notwithstanding, in the talkers 
whereas the same personality would 
have died standing up in the = 

me. 


CONSTANT NYMPH 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Silent) 


Gainsborough (English) production. Dis- 
tributor over here not named. Adapted by 
Basil Dean and Margaret Kennedy from 
Miss Kennedy's novel of same title. Pro- 
duced by Mr. Dean and directed by Adrian 
Brunel. Ivor Novello and Mabel Poulton 
featured. At Little Carnegie Piayhouse 
(sure seater), New York, week June 8. 
Running time, 80 minutes. 

TOGGE. cscxdeses ccccccoceccccemanel Poultor 
Lewis Dodd...+sseseceseeees++-Lvor Novello 
Sanger.....--cesseccesss+s-eorge Heinrich 
Pauline.....cceseescoseesess+-Dorothy Boyd 
Florence..... eccccccccccccceekrances Dable 


“Don't 





In the lobby of the Carnegie Littie 
Playhouse, one of those freaky 
sure-seaters on 57th street, where 
the ping pong and date ’em up room 
are worth more than the $1 admis- 
sion, a reproduced poster of an Eng- 
lish trade film paper says ““‘The Con- 
stant Nymph” was chosen as the 
prize moving picture made in Eng- 
land last season. 


If so, or anywhere near, why do 
not the English throw up their 
hands? This one silent hasn’t a 
living chance over here. It would 
be tedious as one-half of a double 
bill in a 15¢c grind on Canal street. 
New Orleans, 


The English are so slow in their 
picture making. Besides which this 
is silent. Fne opportunity here for 
sound as the story revolves around 
composers, with the juvenile made 
a famous composer-to-be, con- 
ducting his symphonic orchestra on 
the screen to the music of a three- 
piece band in the Carnegie’s pit. 
Oh, boy! 

But that didn’t murder the pic- 
ture. If anything did, it was the 
photography. No lighting, no 
camera work, nothing; just a dull 
passing through a series of slow 
scenes. And such scenes! Drawn 
with a broadness that could only 
have been aimed for school children 
intelligence. ‘ 


It seems almost a pity in New 
York, viewing these pictures, and 
since Tilley for some reason un- 
known here has stopped giving the 


English slant for reviews. in 
Variety, to believe that if this kind 


of picture, along with “Kitty,” is the 
best of the British mades, why they 
should be sent abroad to ruin what- 
ever reputation the English might 
retain as picture makers if these 
were kept in England. 

That Basil Dean’s name is at- 
tached to “The Constant Nymph” 
and Gainsborough as the producing 
firm, while entitled to considera- 
tion, cannot alter the facts. 

Story is of a hoydenish group 
children of a great composer, who 
dies in his studio in the Austrian 
Tyrol. Later his most hoydenish 
daughter also dies. in between th: 
picture died. 


All of the charm of a usual tale of , 


VARIETY 29 





this kind on the screen has 
spoiled. No attraction is 
not the direction, it is 


been 

left. It} 

the photog = 
| 

| 


raphy, and if neither, then the 
actors, excepting Ivor Novello. 
Mabel Poulton as Tessa, the littl 
hoyden, who should look about 15 
looks often 25, and again 35. She} 
has a libel action against the | 
cameraman and make-up = man.| 


Frances Dable gives an even per-| 
formance as Florence, but it is | 
wasted in the rabble. | 

“The Constant Nymph” played on | 
Broadway on the stage and Was a 
success. The stage may have gotten 
the spirit of the script, but this 
screen utterly lost that most im- 
portant factor. 

The last reports on stock selling 
in England said the great British 
public is holding $93,000,000 in pic- 
ture stocks. May heaven preserve 
them! This kind of picture making 
never can, unless for Britain. only: 

Sime. 


Studio Murder Mystery 
(All Dialogue) 


Paramount production and release. Frank 





Tuttle for story, adaptation, dialog and 
direction. Victor Milner, cameraman. In 
east: Neil Hamilton, Chester Conklin, 
Warner Oland, Florence Eldridge, Guy 
Oliver Western Electric recording. At 
Paramount week June 8. Running trme, 


62 minutes 

“Studio Murder Mystery” 
perfect picture hamburger, with 
odds and ends on the Paramount 
Holly wood lot cooked, prepared and 
all but served by the versatile Frank 
Tuttle. 

Few sets had to be built and even 
electricians were cut low on time 
by not having to move lamps and 
paraphernalia during shooting. If 
the company budget figures were 
revealed they probably wou.d hurt 
the pride of many an indie econo- 
mist. 

With all the hoke in the story 
and comedy situations allowed to 
brew over into things dramatic; 
with all of the conventional script 
swerves and a lowly gag writer 
solving the mystery while convers- 
ing to himself over a phone—the 
thing holds enough interest and 
suspense specks to get by as a fair 
programer. 

Major credit for holding the thing 
together goes to Warner \Oland. 
Continental. manner, deep. voice, 
dark appearance and real ability 
are the Oland assets. 

A young man rehearsing a mur- 
der sequence under Oland’s guid- 
ance flops at it. Within four min- 
utes’ worth of running time, he is 
threatened with actuvl killing by 
the director, the wife, the girl friend 
and the latter’s brother. 

A lot of people will like the stu- 
dio stuff. Camera takes in a couple 
of sets, some Paramount streets 
and something that looks like B. P. 
Schulberg's sanctum. 

Chester Conklin, who gets a play 
in the billing, essays only the bit 
part of a gateman who writes as 
many figures on a pad as there are 
close-ups of clocks and watches in 
the padding—and there are aot. 


aly. 


is the 











SHE GOES TO WAR 


(10% DIALOG, WITH SONG) 

Inspiration production for United Artists 
release, Directed by Henry King. Eleanor 
Boardman starred; John-Holland lead, From 
the Rupert Hughes story, adapted by Mme. 
Fred De Grasec. Photography by Tonio 
Gaudio and John Fulton. Titles by John 
Monk Saunders. Theme song, “There’s a 
Happy Land,"’ by Harry Akst. Associate 
producers, Victor and Edward Halperin. 
Running time, 87 minutes. At Rivoli, New 
York, week June 8. 


DOOR. c viccvcbersvoccscodes Eleanor Boardman 
Tom Pike....ccccsecs becesere John Holland 
Reggie...... Seneaese bocushad Edmund Burns 
ROBIC. oc ccccccccccccccccvseeeed Alma Ruben: 
BALD, co occcssccvcceeseccesssccesed Al St. Jchn 
TEGEIS. cc ccdbodccccccosettescees Glen Walters 
Tom's Mother.....- oeeseee-Margaret Seddon 
Us oc po. 0s.0000004setcennene Yola D Avril 
Joan’s Aunt...-cccccccccseseses Evelyn Hall 
Joan’s Maid. ...ccccccccseees Dina Smirnova 
Major. .ccccccccccercccsed Augustino LDorgat: 
Major’s Wile. ..ccccccncsoves Yvonne Starke 
Matron of Canteen..........- Eulalie Jenser 
IN Retro rer Capt. H. M. Zier 
Top Sergeant...... Pye -Edward Chandler 
LeGy BHoetees..cccccccccece Ann Warrington 
Knitting Ladies........ {Gretchen Hartman 


?Florence Wix 


A war picture with special refer- 
ence to the feminine angle in story 
material and treatment. Topic is 
probably outmoded but the new 
twist gets it out of the rut. Splendid 
east, excellent sentimental appeal. 
Qualifies for first run and week! 
stand de luxes on the strength of its 
names. Will please mildly generally 
and probably enjoy good word of 
mouth reports by women. 

Well managed battle stuff and 
some fine sentimental passages in- 
volving Alma Rubens and severai 
appealing women character types 
What Henry King has done in his 
production is to strip the glamor 
from war as it touches women 
workers at home and in the field. 
Picture has a certain “literary” 
quality that helps to make it smooth 
entertainment, but at the same 
time robs it of sincerity and | 
strength. Hughes is a prolific and 
skilled magazine fiction maker. This 

naterial is 


first class magazine 
stuff, but it's a long way from 
notable writing. Directorship of 


high order and fine acting get the 
full value and a little more out of 
the matter supplied. 

Spoiled daughter of wealth goes 
to France in search of glory and 
and balks at the rough 


Bene Ser men 
MW CRAL ER, 





(Continued on page 31) 
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“1 See in ‘Variety 


CHARLIE MELSON 


that RUDY VALLEE is credived 
with starting the “slow-motion” 
dance craze I wonder how many 
band leaders will dispute this claim 
out in California, where the so- 
called “slow-motion" dancing has 


been in vogue for years. 
. . 
that SIG. ROMBERG and OSCAR 
HAMMERSTEIN, 2d, have signed 
with WARNERS,. MILTON DOUG- 
LAS (the singer, and not the M. ¢ 
by the same name), who was with 
me my first three weeks in Pitts- 
burgh, believes the sun rises and 
sets with “OSCAR the _ second.” 
Perhaps WARNPRS feel the same. 
. . . 


that the NAT. BROADCASTING 
CoO. has paid WMAG (CHICAGO) 
$100,000.00 for the contract of 
AMOS 'N ANDY. That's a lot of 
money even if they did. From 
what I heard of AMOS 'N ANDY, 
they are worth more, and I hope 
they got part of the purchase price, 
the same as those ball players we 


read about, but can’t say for sure. 
* . o 
that WILL MAHONEY is still on 


page 3. 

s > oe 
that FOX is dickering for CO-. 
LUMBIA. Wonder if that will 
make HARRY COHN of COLUM- 
BIA buy a few more “white” 
ROLLS ROYCES Wonder what 
he did with that little French “bug” 
he brought back from PAREE a 
few years ago. 

. s. 7 
that BUDDY ROGERS of PARA- 
MOUNT is going to M. C. for B. & 
K. in Chicago. Looks like a nat- 
ural. Reminds me in “CLOSE 
HARMONY,” BUDDY and his band 
only played one short little number 
after the curtain went up and then 
the curtain came down, and right 
away the presentation was over 
and Buddy wasa hit. Shortest pic- 
ture house presentation I ever 
heard of. Wonder what town that 
was supposed to be in? 

. . . 
that EQUITY has declareé “Equity 
Shop” for picture people. Wonder 
how it will turn out? Wonder 
somebody doesn’t start a Master of 
Ceremonies Union? For what? 

. ca 
that “VARIETY” is going to put 
out a PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX  is- 
Sue soon. Reminds me that it was 
PUBLIX that brought me East 
from California and started me at 
the STATE in Detroit, and then 
wanted me to sign a long-term con- 
tract with a cut in salary, which 
enabled me to work for HARRY 
CRULL in Newark, and that I have 
been .with STANLEY now for 
nearly two years and am signed up 
with them until next April at more 
money than I thought was really 
paid M. C.’s, even though I had 
read about it when I was on the 
coast for FANCHON & MARCO, 


that “VARIETY” says the “fans” 
like me in Pittsburgh and that my 
singing is nothing to rave about, 
but that my delivery is. Thanks, 
This “delivery” business reminds 
me of the time I sang “SPELL OF 
THE BLUES" for IRVING BER- 
LIN in MAX WINSLOW’S office, 
and after hearing the song IRVING 
said that he could not sing a song 
like that, because it took too much 
of “this,” patting himself on the 
chest, so that makes me a chesty 
singer. Wish IRVING would write 
a few more songs that take a lot of 
“this.” We singers without voices 
need them, because the theme songs 
nowadays are ail right if they are 
plugged a lot during the picture, 
but as solos most of them are ap- 
plause-getting as a b’ackout, 


that Warners’ “ON WITH THE 
SHOW” got a great notice. 
* . € 


that BENNY MEROFF is _s still 
breaking all records at MARX 
BROS.’ GRANADA and MARBRO 
THEATRES, 
é-.6°4 
& MARCO'S first 
eastern unit got a great notice, 
even though reading between the 
lines the reviewer came in with a 
chip on his shoulder. 
- 


that WARNE RS are building four 
new houses in New York. Who 
knows maybe some day I'll yet play 
on Broadway. My only appearance 
on the Big Stem was at the EARL 
CARROLL, and everybody knows 
that that theatre is on Seventh ave- 
nue, Just my luck. " 


that FANCHON 


* 


that AL, BELASOCO, the M. C., who 
alternated with me between the 
STANLEY, J. C., and the BRAN- 
FORD, NEWARK, is “unit-ing” for 
Keith. Wonder how EDDIE 
MORAN'’S unit is coming along? 


that SID SILVER is teaming with 

SARANOFF for vaude. On his 

first picture house date with me 

here in Pittsburgh SID proved a 

natural and the “bellys” were there. 
. e 


that. WILLIE EDELSTEIN is vice- 
pres. of LYONS & LYONS, and 
that the latter bill themseives ‘“‘in 
association” with the former, 

. 3 +. 


that the 18-day diet seems to be all 
that the women on the bill are talk- 
ing about, but I wonder how many 
will follow it. Looks good, and I 
am going to cut it out for my wife 


(TRMANETTE), who weighs 115, 
but is worried lest she gain a 
pound. ae 


that “SCANDALS” 
in Chi. 


closed a loser 
Figure that out if you can. 
e s > 


that HELEN KANE was forced to 
take out her song in which she 
tears the buttons off the vest, 
while innumerable personality girls 
have used it on M. C.’s. That’s 
like making JOLSON stop singing 
‘SONNY BOY.” 


SG LONG 
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“SHE GOES TO WAR 

SHE GO 

Continued from page 29 
stuff of a canteen worker. He 
fiance, of the same social order, has 
a safe berth with the outfit. When 
they are all ordered up front, he 
dogs it. In a spirit of hysterical 
pravado, she slips into his place, 
Jearning all about war in a series 
of serio-comic battle experiences. 
Net result is that she saves the 
command by a happy accident, is 
rescued by a rough-and-ready lieu- 
tenant from her home town, and the 
final clinch is a triumph for Amer- 
ican democracy and romance. 

A lot of it is hard to take, but 
the tale as told on the screen has a 

rsuasive thread of good comedy, 
several well-managed sequences of 
pathos and a couple of melodra- 
matic thrills. Probably the ching 
that does most toward holding the 
film up is the work of Alma Rubens, 
the last thing that actress did be- 
fore her collapse. 

As the humble Rosie Cohen from 
Flatbush, doing scullery work around 
a canteen back of the lines, and 
trying with her ukulele and her 
yoice to cheer the soldiers, she has 
a great chance. 

Neat dramatic twist is the pas- 
gage where a dying doughboy is 
brought in delirious. Lieutenant 
asks the proud heroine to help him 
die by pretending to be the mother 
he calls for. She backs away from 
the job and the humble Rosie is 
pressed into service. Bit as done 
by Miss Rubens gets close to a gen- 
uine tear. 


There is also a dandy bit by 
Glen Walters, another humble 
canteen worker, in her awkward 


fondling of a _ soldier-sweetheart, 
back exhausted from the trenches 
and too wornout for love-making. 
This is all the best of human in- 
terest. King has stretched it out 
a little, but wisely, for it is the 
genuineness of these passages that 
saves the whole picture from plain 
popular fiction hackwork. Matter 
of fact, the Rubens and Walters 
roles steal the subject away from 
the star, hampered by an unsym- 
pathetic part. Al St. John is a 
standout as a comedy doughboy, far 


overshadowing the leading male 
role. 

Battle sequences pack one solid 
kick. American unit is moving for- 


ward unaided, tanks having been 
delayed. Enemy waits until the at- 
tackers reach bottom of steep slope, 
then roll down and explode casks of 
liquid fire, which enveleps the whole 
countryside in flames. Boys re- 
treat and when the tanks come up 
load themselves in the iron wagons 
and drive on through the blazing 
field. Some great effects here, with 
a kick in the success of the attack. 

Sound accompaniment always ef- 
fective. Practically no dialog. Miss 
Rubens has a song early in the pic- 
ture, singing the theme number to 
the soldiers in the canteen, and 
later has her big moment singing 
the same number as a sort of 
lullaby to the dying doughboy. This 
episode, even if it is somber, is the 
high spot of the picture. Titles 
serve in place of dialog throughout. 

Rush. 


George Lewis and Barbara Kent 
eo-featured in two UP talkers, 
“Flaming Daughter” and “Keep on 
Dancing.” Latter by Warner Fa- 
bian, author of “Flaming Youth.” 
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First 


E National production and release. 
Starring Billie Dove. Directed by John 
Francis Dillon, from play by Alfred 


Schirokayer and Paul Rosenhayn; adapted | 
by Forrest Halsey. Photographed by John 
Seitz. Theme song, “I Love You, I Hate 


You,”’ by Ceorge W. Meyer and Al Bryan 
Musical synchronization by Vitaphone or- 
chestra. At Strand, New York, week June 


8 Running time, 92 minutes. 


Helene Bheetéee e+ cedeseencesecen Billie Dove 
Wee ananwacesds sé eseevecccal Antonio Moreno 
i Vi 4é eneestnnks candies Thelma Todd} 
Et POO + 60060600000e00ns 08 ‘oah Beery | 
Di tis Wdencetes deduces Holmes Herbert | 
Ee W060) 6aneeeneond Carmel Meyers 


Co eccccecsesesovcceccs Robert Frazer 


Fair programmer that will need 
plenty of stage support to get real 
b. o. returns. At the Strand the bill 
is bolstered up considerably by un- 
usually good shorts, two of the four} 
screened carrying surefire laughs. | 
One of those was awarded more ap- 
plause than the feature at the sec- 
ond show Saturday. 

Story is one of love and intrigue 
in the French diplomatic corps sta- 
tioned in a remote section of French 
Indo-China. It’s Billie Dove's first 
appearance in a talker. A few melo- 
dramatic sequences give her oppor- 
tunity to show that the mike holds 
no fears as far as she is concerned. 
Her followers will not be disap- 
pointed in that department, while 
the voice recordings of the support- 
ing cast, especially Noah Beery and 
Holmes Herbert, are up to par. An- 
tonio Moreno, playing opposite the 
star, appeared a bit self-conscious 
at times. 

Plot revolves about Helene, wife 
of a French magistrate in a small 
town in Cochin-China, anxious to 
foster her husband’s career and 
eventual promotion to a berth in 
Paris. When the advancement he 
thinks he deserves’ is not forth- 
coming after four years of service, 
the husband, Victor, decides to take 
his case to the governor of the 
French colony and give him the 
low-down on the a. k. president of 
the settlement. 

Latter is continually on the make 
for the beautiful wives of his sub- 
ordinates, those boys whose wives 
give in getting the breaks from the 
old boy. Helene’s virtue and lack 
of amiability to the president is the 
cause of her husband’s failure to 
carve a career of importance for 
himself. 

Calling on the president to get 
his slant on the reason less gifted 
men than her husband have risen 
in the diplomatic ranks, Helene tips 
him to her husband's contemplated 
breach of etiquet in going to the 
governor. Realizing that she has 
made things worse, she is about to 
agree to submit to the president’s 
advances as a squarer when a 
native hiding in the darkened room, 
awaiting an opportunity to lift some 
trinkets, is discovered and in the 
ensuing scuffle the president is 
killed. 

This murder is worked in as a 

flashback when Helene’s husband is 
appointed by the governor to find 
the murderer, with he not knowing 
that his wife is implicated. Trite 
happy ending has husband and wife 
reconciled, she convincing him that 
the murder of the _ treacherous 
president prevented any irregular 
conduct on her part. 
Theme song, “I Love You, I Hate 
You,” is sung in the early part of 
the picture by Carmel Meyers. 
Holds little value here, not plugged 
to any extent. Andre de Segurola. 
from opera, sings a French aria 
during the course of another 
sequence for fair results. 

Production and direction are fair 
and the Billie Dove fans will likely 
vote it that kind of entertainment. 





ONE-WOMAN IDEA 


(SILENT) 

Fox production and release. Featuring 
Rod La Rocque and Marceline Day. Di- 
rected by Berthold Viertel. Story by Alan 
Williams, adapted by Marion Orth. Su- 
pervised byY Phillip Klein. At Roxy, New 
York, week June 8. Running time, 65 
mins. 

Prince Ahmed.......s0+. Rod La Rocque 
Lady Alicia Douglas and 
Alizar, half-caste dancing girl 
Marceline Day 
Lady passengers on the boat 
Shirley Dorman, Sharon Lynn and Sally 
Phipps. 


Es cc ngercteetee seeeneee Ivan Lebedeff 
Lord Douglas.......cscccees Douglas Gilmore 
BOPrdinas. .ccccccccccccccesccce Gino Co ° 
Captain of Steamship....Joseph W. Girard 
Dis caubheeoncenensaneseoceettass Arnold Lucy 
Tuleide..cccccccsccccccsevoce Frances Rosay 
Captain of the Body Guard..... Guy Trento 
Bodyguard.......-eseesseeees Jamiel Hasson 
Bodyguard. ....cssececesecees Tom Tamarez 
ButtORS. occccccccccccccccvcsces Coy Watson 


Molasses has more speed than this 
lumbering, heavy-handed old-fash- 
ioned moving picture. Doubtful if 
there ever was a successful film, 
either commercially or artistically, 
in which the villain was the hus- 
band of the heroine. It just isn’t 
a good theme for Anglo-Saxon audi- 
ences, largely because censorship re- 
quirements rigidly curtails the story 
development on every point and the 
scenario makeshifts create an in- 
escapable impression of insincerity. 

“The One Woman Idea” is of the 
final few silent features on the Fox 
program. It will be lucky with its 
double handicap to get by. Not an 
attractive entertainment and will 
lean heavily upon whatever box 





DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M | 


office appeal the names of Rod La 
|Rocque and Marceline Day possess. 
Director Berthold Viertel. un- 





FILM REVIEWS 


pinnings as this picture. Addition- 
ally the photography done in half- 
tones increases the tedium. 

Another of those situations of the 
Oxford graduate from the orient. 
Rod LaRocque as a Persian prince 
is more Episcopalian than the most} 
veritable of the nordics and the 
English villain. Lord Douglas him- 
self, is as polygamous as orientals 
used to be before Mrs. E. M. Hull 
and the late Valentino founded the 
dynasty of wholesome sheiks. 3e- 
tween the idealistic Persian and the 
no-good Briton is the colorless, form- | 
less and uninteresting figure of} 
English wifehood as interpreted by 
Marceline Day. 

Most of the action and the rela- 
tionship between the various char- 
acters are conveyed by captions. 
Background may hold a degree of 
interest for the hoi polloi but seems 
searcely adequate to carry the 
feeble antiquated story. Land. 


A SCANDAL IN PARIS 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(Silent) 


Felsom-Europa production directed by 
Robert Weine, who created ‘‘Caligari.”’ 
Starring Lili Damita. Continental cast, in- 
cluding Viadimir Gaidarow, Johannes Rei- 
mann, Arthur Pusey, Vivian Gibson and 
Fritz Kortner, Story adapted from old 
English society play, “‘A Butterfly on the 
Wheel.’’ Running time, 72 minutes, At 
Fifth Avenue playhouse week June 8. 





An intensely British play of the 
Jones-Pinero school, interpreted by 
a German director and a polyglot 
cast, looks pretty mixed. Al! in all 
it rates a better than usual foreign 
made for American uses. Probably 
because the material is Nordic. 


Piece has a fine technical produc- 
tion. Thing that hurts it most is 





the foreign brand of acting. That's | 
plenty to ruin it. 

Story is well-knit drama, albeit} 
old-fashioned, and incidents are} 
theatrically effective. But as it un-| 
folds on the screen the men are} 
hopeless and the women frumpy to 
American eyes. Acting technique is 
the flamboyant picture style of 15 
years ago in the States. The h&ro 
doesn’t for a minute look like an 
English M.P. and suggests that 
character even less. 

Lili Damita, who has done some 
splendid things in Hollywood, and 
is doing more now, is sadly out of | 
place as a sedate English wife. Pic- 
ture was made less than a year ago, 
program note explained, and was 
the last assignment of Miss Damita 
before she left for the States. 


Silent pictures manufactured out 
of old plays are back numbers 
Sound finished them. But even be- 
fore sound the British polite society 
drama didn’t make good screen. 
Here the story and the drama are 
all in the titles and the acting only 
supplements the printed word. The 
German device of trick composite 
shots is admirably used to suggest 
the mental state of a woman slowly 
being crushed while she is on the 
witness stand in an English divorce 
court testifying in her own defense. 
But that is one of the few good 
dramatic moments in a long feature. 

Settings are admirable and pho- 
tography nearly up to first-rate 
American standards. Acting alto- 
gether alien to us and gives the 
whole play an artificial tone that no 
amount of skilful backgrounds can 
overcome. 


Story grows convincingly and 
naturally. It made an absorbing 
stage play with its craftily built-up 
incidents and situations. But it is 
not screen material, particularly as 
here treated, and certainly not 
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adapted to the silent technique. As 
a dialog production it might be an- 
other matter. 

Strictly for the 
here. 


sure-seaters as 
Rush. 


FOR THE TERM OF HIS 


NATURAL LIFE 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
(Silent) 
Produced and released b 
Films Direction and _ story 
credited Norman Dawn. 
cepting Eva Novak, 


Ausetralasiaa 

adaptation 
Foreign cast, exe 
including Arthur Mc- 


Laglen, George Fisk, Kay Souper, Marian 
Clark, Dunstan Webb, Susan Dennis At 
Stanley, New York, one day, June 4, 


Running time, $4 minutes. 


Made in a real convict locale, this 
Australian subject is richer in felon 
colony color than, doubtless, any 
previous release in the sarmne cate- 
gory. “For the Term of His Natural 
Life’ meets the most morbid illu- 
sion of convict ship and settlement 
book readers. While it is grip- 
pingly dark-hued and old worldish 
from start to finish, a jumbled story 
along Dumas’ “Monte Cristo” lines, 
and directorial laxity in keeping the 
threads of the yarn and characters 
apart, unfortunately cause an other- 
wise excellent production to fall 
short of the classification which it 
would most certainiy have rated as 
the film epic on old penal life. 

The picture is a good bet as a 
novelty in any unwired house. Arty 
policies should realize their big- 
gest pull in proper publicity. Non- 
theatricals will find it excellent 
fodder. 

The penal settlement on Van Die- 
man’s Island, Australia, as it ex- 
isted in 1827 before Queen Victoria 
decided to keep her bad boys closer 
at home, is the center of action. 


(Continued or. page 35) 
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| known, will not step either upward 
lor onward on such fragile under- 


motion pictures has to offer. 






The very best in 


SOUND. 


‘Tovay_in this era of sound pictures 
—there is a higher premium than ever 
before on film uniformity. For sound 
quality is even more sensitive than 


screen quality to any variation in the 


If your “talkie” prints are on Eastman 
film—famous for uniformity—your pa- 
trons are seeing and hearing the very 


best that this greatest development in 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
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fz GEORGE 
f vee take this means of announcing to our Friends that i 
‘Ba Wivnh To Thank 
Class ‘A* music publishers. 
The other music publishers who have volunteered to assist us in every way. 


7 we are officially opening today Wedh sday NE i2th. N 
Our Friends for their loyal support through a period of years which 
“The mechanical companies who have accepted our well chosen catalogue. f 

TE TO THE MUSIC WORLD 


ARTHUR <p :PIANTADO/ : INC, 
and will be Highly iy Honored By Your Presence . 
has made it posrible for ur to take this step in entering e Field of 
trade who have so willingly given us their hearty co-operation... 
PPL PLL PPPS LISI LD DPD DSP PSPS SL SS 



















Maea.BERT FELDMAN of Lonvoon ENGLAND, 
PAID THE HIGHEST PRICE IN THE HISTORY OF 
THE MUSIC PUBLISHING BUSINESS FOR THE 
ENGLISH RIGHTS TO OUR. CATALOGUE. 


OUR STAFF If READY TO /ERVE YOU 
“OUR MOTTO If SERVICE ancl COURTESY ” 
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~ Equity Studio Matter 


(Continued from page 5) 
players under contract, but if any 
decide that they wish to be re- 
leased they can obtain a passport | 
upon request. An independent pro- 
ducer, not a member of the asso- 
ciation, thinks it will be a long 
time before Equity can secure real 
film power. This is because most 
of the big picture people are under 
long term contracts, and even if 
these people should go Equity as 
their contracts expire the period 
could be dragged out and the 
strength of Equity lessened. This 
man also says that if a general 


strike were called, the courts would 
be called upon by the producers to 
enjoin any contract player from 
breaking agreements. A further 
producer's statement said the actor 
earning from $125 to $150 a week 
in New York is now getting twice 
and three times that amount for 
talkers, and that they probably 
would think before declining studio 
jobs. 

Film Producers’ Plays 


With some of the picture pro- 
ducers prepared to break into the 
legit field and finance their own 
productions, prior to presenting 
them on the screen, it is claimed 
that they have a different situation 
confronting them than did the le- 
git producers in New York. These 
picture people feel that if Equity 
blacklists any talking actor for re- 
fusing to desert pictures, they will 
have sufficient talent on hand to 
man their stage shows. Also, the 
screen players and film names who 
will have had enough talking ex- 
perience via the mike, and who will 
then be sufficiently developed to be 
able to talk and act over the foot- 
lights, is another angle upon which 
the film men are counting. With 
this situation very apt to crop up, 
the picture producing group will 
again be pestering the legit man- 
agers even though the latter get a 
lot of their people back. 

L. A. Press Opposes Equity 

A laugh to the picture mob was 
the sending of a telegram by Wil- 
liam A. Brady to Frank Gillmore, 
in which the former congratulated 





Double Actors’ Cost 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

None of the studios are able 
to determine exactly what the 
added expense to production 
would be if the Equity contract 
were accepted. One producer 
said there might be an increase 
of 25 to 100 per cent., accord- 
ing to the type of picture 
made. Actors’ charge for pro- 
duction runs from 5 to 20 per 
cent. at present. Higher per- 
centage is for pictures which 
have stars who might have 
been idle for long periods and 
their salary is added to the 
overhead of the current pro- 
duction. It is figured that these 
costs of talent would at least 
be doubled, if not more, under 
the Equity demands. 











PICTURES 





have taken a neutral stand offer- 
ing the standard studio contracts 
to their players and if the latter 
refuse to sign returning the pa- 








sons why Equity should have 
kept clear of the picture situa- 
tion, the editorial says: 
“Therefore, the Hearst pa- 
pers, although they vigorously 
supported the campaign of 
Equity in New York (in 1919), 
definitely disapprove of “its 
aggressive intrusion into the 
happy and harmonious situa- 
tion existing in Los Angeles.” 





Editorial reads as though 
personally written by Mr. 
Hearst. 


+ pers with the reason. A few agents 
| are reported to have instructed their 
’ people to join Equity. 

. - 3-Year Union Agreements 

Hearst Against Equity Current agreements between the 

+ Se studio technical crafts and the A. 

M. P. P. have three years to run 

Los Angeles, June =. and will not be broken except on 

An editorial = Ws K. ssearst's orders from the executive council 

local Examiner states Fearst s of the American Federation of 

position as against Equity in Labor. Union men say they will 

te present atoeme te close- even continue to work should the 

shop ; the studios for Equity producers decide on an Equity lock- 

=, stating numerous rea- out. Studio technicians conversant 


with conditions on production main- 
tain that the producers are well 
ahead of schedule and need no pic- 
tures for the immediate future. 
They, of course, do not want to 
become involved for fear of being 
locked out themselves. Organiza- 


agreement are the electricians and 
sound engineers, all members of the 
I. A. T. S. E. and cameramen’'s 
union, painters, carpenters and mu- 
scians. However, it is reported that 
there is a provision in the agree- 
ment which provides for abrogation 
en brief notice by either party. 











Equity on its picture move and 
which Equity released to the press. 
Equity will be given no support 
here’ by the two leading morning 
newspapers. The Los’ Angeles 
Times has always been opposed to 
unionism of any sort since the dy- 
namiting of its building by union 
sympathizers about 19 years ago. 
The Examiner came out with a 
strong editorial Saturday saying 
that the Hearst papers were against 
Equity coming into the picture field, 
even though they had supported the 
actors in their legit battle. The 
same policy will apply to the Her- 
ald, Hearst afternoon paper. When 
printing the editorial on page one, 
the Examiner did not run any news 
sidelights on other developments. 
The same afternoon the Herald re- 
peated the two-column measure 
editorial on page two. 


Producers,, who have been meet- 
ing daily, have decided to adopt a 
policy of silence until Gillmore is 
through with publicity and de- 
nouncements of the produéers, as 
they call it. At that time they fig- 
ure they will make their rebuttal, 
which may be the middle of the 
current week. 


Relief Committee 


Gillmore has said he does not an- 
ticipate taking any drastic action 
right away and that no general 
strike will be called. Equity play- 
ers will simply refuse to answer 
studio calls unless they get their 
official contracts signed. Gillmore 
states he will 


the actors who may suffer on ac- 





Hollywood, with many 


members of this organization. 











B0O0-B00-PA-DOO-BILLY 


SNYDER 


18 Weeks as M. C. at 
Golden Gate Theatre, ne 
Have Not Run Out of ‘Material 


Direction HARRY M. SUGARMAN 


move by Equity to bring the direc 
tors into its ranks could not be as 


in pictures. 





word from Equity that they mus 
only sign their people to the mini 





mum contract. 





count of their loyalty to Equity. 
This may be done within the next 
few days. Claim is made that there 
are between 400 and 500 Equity 
players from the east now around 
having 
come here on speculation and who be 
have not yet found employment. It | teenth Chair, 
is also set forth by Equity that 
about 80 per cent. of the players 
under contract to the studios are | tale added to “Paris,” FN. 


A sidelight is an Equity claim 
that four picture directors have 
made application to join. Whethes nuity and dialog for John Barry- 
or not this is a forerunner of a 


Most of the agents | cast. 


A further Equity assertion is that 
at least 85 per cent. of the stage 
directors brought on from New York 
are members and will stick. On 
the other hand the producers figure 
on utilizing these men to teach the 
screen actors to talk for both mike 
and stage. 

Ringleaders among the actors are 
the old guard who fought through 
the strikes in New York. Those 
who have refused contracts from 
producers since June 5 admit it was 
a bitter pill, but having once done 
it feel chesty and don’t hesitate to 
brag. This is proving good propa- 
ganda for Equity in stiffening 
doubtful backbones. 

A couple of enthusiasts wanted to 
jump their long term contracts. 
Gillmore, however, ordered them to 
live up to the letter. 

As far as the free lance actor is 
concerned the main bee in the bon- 
net is the studio working condition 
of 12 to 20 hours at a stretch to 
finish a picture. 

Up to the present Equity has not 
called any or mentioned: the date of 
a general meeting of members. It 
is understood that Gillmore is dis- 
inclined to reveal his lineup at this 
time. He is also said to fear a 
repetition of the 1927 attempted or- 
ganization meeting which was 
stampeded by non-sympathetic act- 
ors, who accepted the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
as their representative organization. 








Jerry Safron, formerly manager of 
the R-K-O exchange in Philadel- 


. . phia, has been elevated to the post 
organize a_ relief ‘ 
committee to raise subscriptions for of Short Subjects Sales Manager of 


R-K-O, with headquarters in New 
York. 


WEST COAST NOTES 


Mary forbes, added to 
M-G. 

Jack Stone added to “Footlights 
and Fools,” FN. 

Zazu Pitts and Louise Closser 








“Thir- 


Evelyn Brent in “Fast Company,” 
Par. 
J. Grubb Alexander doing conti- 


more’s “General Crack,’ WB. 
Wilbur Higby added to “The Vir- 

- |ginian,” Par. 

° Bessie Lyle and Knute Erickson 


certained. A number of directors act |added to “Illusion,” Par. 


Par will capitalize Hungarian ac- 


Artists representatives are also in pager ts ee Lukas by special role 
on the situation by having received |" usion. 


t Patsy Ruth Miller opposite E. E. 
Horton in “The Aviator,” WB. 
-|Starts July 5. Walter Hiers also in 
Roy Del Ruth directing. 
Billy Vincent, Charles Gyblin, 








Wilson Hummell for “Womantrap,” 





ANODE 


humorists.” 





and MILLIS 


London “Encore’”’ Said: 


“Their peculiar style comes as a startling surprise. 
It is a pleasant shock to come up against these original 


Week June 9 
PARADISE THEATRE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Par. 

Sugene Pallette, Lupino Lane, O. 
P. Heggie, for “Love Parade,” Par. 

Tom Geraghty writing original, 
“Indiana,” for FN. It’s his home 
state. 

“Sex Appeal,” tentative title for 
Fannie Brice’s next picture, UA. 

Mildred Harris added to “Street 
Lights,” Radio. 

Laska Winter 
Justice,” Fox. 

Neil Hamilton, new term contract 
with Par. 


added to “Frozen 


Vaughn and Harry Stubbs, for 
“Three Live Ghosts,” UA. 

Ai Hill, Charles Byer, Dan Wol- 
heim and Walter McNamara added 
to “City Streets,” Radio. 


and Clyde Cook in “Taming of the 
Shrew,” UA. 

Purnell Pratt added to “Is Every- 
body Happy?” WB 





Henry Gerrard first cameraman 
32 “Woman Tran,” Par 
Solan Holland. Buster Collier, 





(Continued on page 49) 
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News From the Dailies 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 





LONDON 


Ella Shields returned to London 
May 29. In October, Ella reaches her 
25th anniversary of music hall work. 

Imminent closings: His Majesty's 
“Porgy”; Kingsway, “The Autocrat,” 
(replaced by a revival of “Mari- 
gold); Apollo, “Little Accident’; 
Fortune, “Aren't We All” revival; 
Prince of Wales’, “Her Past,” all 
terminating June 1. “The Man at 
Six” closes Queen’s June 8 and “The 
Lady With a Lamp,” Garrick, 15. 
After two years’ absence in Amer- 
ica, Arthur Wontner returns to the 
West End in a new thriller at the 
Little theatre June 6, written by 
Michael Morton and Peter Traill, 
entitled “Because of Irene.” Sup- 
porting cast includes Dorothy Tet- 
ley, Marcelle Roche, Austin Trevor, 
Franklin Bellamy. 





The new Pinero play due short- 
ly, which is also set for New York 
production about the same time, is 
entitled “Dr. Harmer’s Holiday,” and 
has a Jekyll and Hyde theme. 


NEW YORK 


With the arrest of Charlie Wil- 
liams, colored dancer, and his part- 
ner, Mrs. Elizabeth Boteler, who 
pleaded guilty to grand larceny and 
she to receiving stolen goods, the 
police say $1,500 in silverware has 
been recovered by Ovington’sy out 
of more than $30,000 stolen in three 
years. Woman formerly worked as 
cook in the shop. 











A 53-story hotel to cost $10,000,000 
will be built on block front, east 
side of Broadway, between 55th and 
56th streets. 





By the acquisition of a 25 p.c. 
minority interest, Warners have 
obtained a i100 p.c. interest in the 
Stanley-Mark Strand Company. 





Mrs. Celia Rosenthal, Newark, on 
behalf of her brother, J. Iran Angus, 
L. A. accountant, attached the $1,250 
a week salary of Charles Ray, at 
Proctor’s, Newark. Money said to 
be due for compiling Ray’s income 
tax. Ray says he paid $100 and de- 
cided that was enough. He will con- 
test suit. 





Arthur Ettlinger, realtor, living at 
the Embassy Hotel, was convicted 
on a charge of disorderly conduct 
lodged by Dot Qualters, formerly an 
actress. He was fined $25 by Mag- 
istrate Brough in West Side Court. 
First conviction had been reversed 
by Special Sessions. 





A brief has been filed with the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court by Samuel Krengel, who as 
a taxpayer, seeks to void the 10- 
year privilage granted the Dieppe 





Jack Cooper, Claude Allister, Hilda 


Geoffrey Wardell, Edwin Maxwell. | 
Dorothy Jordan, Joseph Cawthorne 


Corp. to operate the Central Park 
Casino. Krengel is understood to 
be acting for C. F. Zittel, former 
lessee of the Casino, 


Mrs. Arabelle Merrifield, opera 
singer, has filed sute for $98,970 ali- 
mony, against her former husband, 
George E. Merrifield. Complaint al- 
leges that under an agreement be- 
tween them after their divorce, 
$125,070 became due her, of which 
only $27,000 has been paid. 








Warners’ report shows for the six 
months ended March 2 a net profit 
of $7,254,570. This is equivalent 
after deducting preferred dividends 
to $6.95 a share on the 964,909 
shares of common stock outstand- 
ing March 2. 





George M. Cohan, heading the 
only ticket, re-elected abbot of the 
Friars, I. H. Herk, elected dean to 
succeed William Collier. Wallace 
Munro elected prior to succeed Herk 
and W. D. Weinberger and Paul 
Henkel, secretary and treasurer, re- 
spectively. 





Equity has asked American Arbi- 








tration Asso. to settle the 
of Elsa Shelley, Dr. 
and “Courtesan,” 
withdrawn, Irving Kaye Davis, au- 
thor, says Miss Shelley is oke for 
the solo part. Dr. Sunshine, “angel” 
and producer, says play will not 
appear again until another actress 
is found for the part. Miss Shelley 
has a run-of-the-play contract. 


matter 
Louis Sunshine 
which has been 





Joseph P. Kennedy has purchased 
the Joseph A. Goetz estate at Bronx. 
ville, N. Y. Property held at $250,- 
000. 





A recording studio for persons de. 
siring to make a record of their 
voices, singing or talking, has been 
opened by Mrs, Enrico Caruso. 





Suit has been filed by Charles 
Abrams and William B. Levy, own- 
ers of the m. p. rights to “Mid- 
Channel,” against Harper Bros. and 
Ludwig Lewisohn, publisher and 
author respectively, of a novel of the 
same title. ‘The plaintiffs ask for 
. restraining order and an account- 
ng. 





Mrs. Ottilia K. Barton's plea for 
increase of alimony from James 
Barton was denied. Mrs. Barton, 
now getting $150 weekly, wanted 
$500. In her affidavit she accuses 
Katherine Penman, chorus girl, and 
says Barton's income is $100,000 per 
annum. 





Ned Jakob, producer of the musi- 
cal, “The Houseboat on the Styx,” 
was held under $15,000 bail on 
charges of Mrs. Beatrice P. Barry, 
701 W. 179th street, that he had de- 
frauded her of $2,000 in a land deal 
involving a 97-acre tract near Nash- 
ville. Charges first made last Jan, 
Jakob filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy April 11. 





Leona Newall Harrison, dancer, 
has received her divorce from Wil- 
liam R. Harrison, son of a Massillon 
steel manufacturer, in Canton, O. 
Charges were gross neglect. Eight 
hundred dollars alimony goes with 
decree. 





Delay of trial until October asked 
for by the lawyers of Jefferson W. 
Seligman, banker, being sued by 
Vera “Kittens” Lightner, former 
show girl, for $100,000 heart balm, 
was denied by Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Wasservogel. Trial will be 
started at once. Much publicity 
given the case. 

Under the terms of the will of the 
late Charles H. Ditson, music pub- 
lisher, just filed, $800,000 is to be 
devoted to musical education in this 
country. 





An international syndicate, with 
offices in Fifth avenue which sup- 
plied many Park and Fifth avenue 
homes witiIrchampagne, fine liqueurs 
and the best whiskies, has been 
rounded up by prohibition agents. 
Among the 32 arrested was Comte 
Francis de Maxence de Polignac, 
scion of the French nobility, taken 
into custody in his suite at the 
Savoy-Plaza. The comte was al- 
lowed to sail for France on promise 
of returning when wanted. 





“Latitude of Love,” Arthur Rich- 
man to do dramatization. A. H. 
Woods, producer. Claire Luce for 
leading role. 





New York tabs are playing up the 
fact that the bride of A. R. Grau- 
stein, head of International Paper & 
Power Co., Claire Patton of El Paso, 
was Cordelia Patton, former hostess 


(Continued on page 49) 








FAMOUS 


B. B. B.’ S 


Buster Brown Bob 
Coffee Dan’s, Los Angeles, Cal. 














Fanchon* 
& M atcos 








Wee ift 


California 





| 











neoene- 


att ew eo A he 


. o.24.eueen 








C= 
air 
en 


es 
he 
d- 
nd 


he 
or 
te 


or 
e3 
in, 
Pd 
eS 
1d 
er 


T, 
es 
n 
2. 
it 


ad 
V. 
y 
) 
ny 
3~- 
e 


T) 
j= 
e 
is 


}- 
1e 


n 
fe 
n 
le 
l- 
3e 
l= 
or 


ie 
le 


3s 











| 
) 








' Burns, 


, Chunk. 





FILM REVIEWS 


























Wednesday, June 12, 1929 VARIETY 35 
a a — = a a ——_— — — 
FOR THE TERM OF HIS menenne tn, convincing style and ajrealizes Mercedes has been a victim ° oR efe_e 

; or ose who lay it on!of her jealousy. 
NATURAL LIFE the line at the neighborhood grind Not very novel, this moss covered IC é Ossi @S 
' houses on double feature days. intrigue. The cast barely recupe- 

(Continued from page 31) Opening sequence rivets the at- jrates the other short comings. Ar- 
j a tention and thereafter ac iles tte ‘ { y ‘fai — 
Around this is written a hoke yarn] up, with a few pen oe bpd beni bee ces nse cau teak but tails 4 
about a bastard son of a murdered | tension. This flicker gives the crook | in y sary Bayh Ag hae an tae “Chippies”—Unfavorable 
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glomeration and hopeless but thrill- 
ing meshwork become a mutiny. 
High walls of rock, rough water 
far below, chain gangs at work in 
the field and in the shop with an 


occasional outbreak against tyr- 
annous guards, command audience 
attention. 


Worked in between is the story 
of the commander's daughter in love 
with the bastard prisoner. The lat- 
ter situation canters off into a se- 
quence where a flagship to the con- 
vict schooner is conquered by the 
bad man and the hero convict, a 
worthless captain and the girl are 
marooned oh an _ island. After 
cared for by the prisoner, rescue 
comes but the girl loses her mem- 
ory and the captain takes all the 
¢redit. 

Despite marriage, the girl even- 
tually remembers when the pris- 
oner, set free by a _ conscience- 
stricken clergyman afraid to name 
the original killer, escapes with her 
on another boat. Here a miniature 
is used effectively of a storm at 
sea. 

Several gruesome but well done 
incidents include a gorilla-like con- 
vict who plots the gang's escape 
and feeds on his own companions 
until captured in the swamps. Two 
boy felons leaping off a cliff to end 
their careers furnish a suspense gem 
rarely caught with such sincerity 
by American cameras. Waly. 


Hoofbeats of Vengeance 
(SILENT) 


Universal production and release. Di- 
rected by Henry McRae from story by Wil- 
liam Lord Wright.and George Plymton. 
Jack Perrin and ‘‘Rex’’ (horse), featured. 
In cast: Helen Foster, Al Ferguson and 
*Starlight’’ (horse). At New York, New 
York, one day, June 4, as half double bill. 
Running time, 50 minutes, 


Mild thriller, again about the 
Canadian Northwest mounted cops. 
The kids in the neighborhood grinds 
know this formula by heart but on 
a twin bill it may slide by. 

“Rex,” the horse, knows the man 
who killed his master, one of the 
aces of the royal mounted police, 
and is out for vengeance. When 
Sergeant Jack Gordon (Jack VPer- 
rin) is sent to trace the slayer “Rex” 
leads him to Regan (Al Ferguson), 
head man of a gang of border smug- 
lers, who is guilty. 

When the copper gets in a jam 
with a gang of tough muggs the 
smart horse brings a troop of moun- 
ties to his aid. Hoofbeats of the 
horse finally force the murderer to 
confess his crime and the rep of the 
R. N. W. M. P. is saved. They got 
another man, 

Slight love story has Helen Fos- 
ter supplying s. a. opposite Perrin. 
Titles are mostly inane but those 
in which horses hold conversation 
are the pay-off. 

And whatever did become of Hal 
Roach’s uncanny “Rex?” Is this 
the same or did the Germans make 
two? 


BLACK CARGOES 
OF THE SOUTH SEAS 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 
Silent) 


Australasian production and released here 
, Independently through Norman Dawn, di- 
rector. Distributed abroad under title of 
“The Adorable Outcast.'’ In cast: Edmund 
Sdith Roberts, Susan Denis. At 
Stanley, New York, one day, June 7. Run- 
ning time 75 minutes, 


Except as a scenic of the Fiji Isles 
and for that it would have to be 
cut to two reels, “Black Cargoes of 
the South Seas” hasn't a conscien- 
tious look-in here. 
¢ A stupid story allowed to paw 
‘hopelessly through the reelage by 
incompetent direction abetted by 
similar editing, attempts everything 
from Sennett’s oldest ones to seri- 
al stuff. 

A laugh is afforded when the town 
grocer’s daughter returns from col- 
lege, enciente. Right after titling 
about the delivery she is shown 
holding a black infant which, how- 
ever, is later revealed not to be the 
child. 

The slave angle is worked in a 
The whole picture is like 
hat. Just the kind of a cutting 
for a kid would make on its father's 

air. Comedy is slapped in where 
ae is supposed to dominate and 
FRudience reaction is negative. 

Waly. 


telling. While being nursed back to 
health Jimmy wins his pal’s gal. 
Convinced he has been double- 
crossed, Shrimp nurses a grudge 
while pretending frie..cship for both. 
Seeking to get even, he tips off the 
cops to his next job and persuades 
Jimmy to join the mob in a jewelry 
haul before going straight and hook- 
ing up with Annie. 

3azing in her crystal, Annie gets 
wise to the frame against Jimmy 
and busts in just as the cops start 
shooting up the trapped gang of 
yeges. When things look bad for 
the lovers, tho --l pigeon renents 
of his action and while enabling his 
pal and former sweetheart to get 
away, gets in front of a bullet him- 
self. 

Director Jason did well by this 
thriller, and Cody, Hackathorne and 
Miss Thompson all give creditable 
performances “vith a much better 
than average crook picture result- 
ing. 


(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, June 2, 
‘Latest of Franco Film is “La 
Femme Revee,” lifted from a Span- 
ish novel by J. Perez de Razas, and 
adroitly produced by Jean Durand, 
whohad not much to work upon. 


Scenario is rather diluted. As the 
views are in Paris and Spain there 
are some excellent views for travel 
fiends. 

Durand probably tried to crowd in 
as much variety as possible for ex- 
port purposes. There is a music 
hall, Casino de Paris, with Harry 
Pilcer. 

A Parisian banker, Coal, falls in 
love with Mercedes, the niece of 
Dona Caridad, while he is in Spain. 
Had an accident on the road, and 
is offered hospitality in Caridad’s 
country mansion. Coal repays his 
host by running away with the 
niece. He makes it a binding match, 
however, by marrying the girl in 
Paris, 

He has a mistress, of course, 
called Suzanne, and she feels her 
nose is out of joint. She schemes 
for Mercedes to have a love adven- 
ture with a dancer, and a fashion- 
able one at that. Coal turns his 
wife out of doors. 

Soon he learns of the wicked man- 
euvers of his former mistress and 





Excellent (producer) production and inde- 
pendent release. Directed by Bernard Mc- 
Eveety from Isidore Bernstein's adaptation 
of story of same title. In cast: Marguerite 
De La Motte, Paul Ralli, Martha Mattox, 
Rosemary Theby. At Stanley one day, June 
5. Running time, 62 minutes 


Strictly dime _ attraction and 
pretty slow for that money. 
“Montmartre Rose” based on 


worn-cuff script, or nothing at all. 
Leading man, Paul Ralli, new from 
the extra ranks, has much to learn. 
Lad is allowed to pan too much. 
Story is one of those wealthy boy 
falling for the dancer kind. Too 
bad. There are some people ordi- 
narily good in the cast. Sets and 
props are better than those used in 
the average indie, Waly. 


HISLATE EXCELLENCY 


(GERMAN-MADE) 
(Silent) 


Ufa production, directed by Ernst Licho 
and Wilhelm Thiele. From a stage play 
by Rudolf Presber. Cameraman, Werner 
Brandes. At 55th Street Playhouse, New 
York, week June 8. Running time, 72 mins. 
The cast: Willy Frisch, Ernst Gronau, Max 
Hunsen, Hermine Sterier, Lydia Potechina, 
Olga Tschehowa, Fritz Kampers, Hans 
Junkerman, Truus von Aalten, Max Gueks- 
torf, Julius Falkenstein, 








This German’ comedy from the 
Ufa factory constitutes an odd min- 
gling of Mack Sennett slapstick 
with certain lingering refinements 
that made some of the German pic- 
tures of three years ago distin- 
guished. Idea is basically good 
farce, but for general American 
consumption the approach and 
technique employed render unintel- 
ligible, or at least uncommercial, 
the whole effort. 

A considerable measure of credit 
is seemingly due whoever wrote 
and edited the titles for over here. 
They help a lot and their viewpoint 
seems essentially American. 

Story is of a baroness (Olga 
Tschechowa) whe finds upon the 
death of her protector and patron, 
prime minister, that the bureau- 
erats and other spiteful officials of 
the royal court are out to give her 
the air. 

In this exigency she concocts the 
idea of pretending the prime minis- 
ter wrote a book of memoirg prior 
to his death revealing the inside 
workings, intrigues and private 
scandals of the government classes. 


Nothing here for pictures. 


Tbee. 








“NOT DECENT” GAGS 


William Fox's “Not Quite 
Decent” is proving perfect for 
canopy gags. In every com- 
bination house the _ picture 
plays, the billing holds a laugh. 

It's generally “Five Big Acts 
—Not Quite Decent,’” or 
“Doakes and Doakes—Not 
; Quite Decent’.” 








- | 





By sly hints of what the supposed 
memoirs contain, the baroness 
throws a scare into her will o’ wisp 
friends, who hypocritically reverse 
their venomous attitude and start 
to bull her. 

Handsome young grand duke 
(Willy Frisch) enters the situation 
and falls in love with the baroness. 
After farcical complications they 
clinch. 

Some respectable giggles along 
the way, variety of interesting 
types and touches, with production, 
photography, etc., acceptable. For 
houses accustomed to a German diet 
this may possibly be one of the 
year’s standouts. Land, 


PRIDE OF PAWNEE 


(SILENT) 

Radio production and release. 
Tom Tyler. 
from story by Joseph Kane. 
raca, cameraman. In cast: 
Lew Meehan, Ethelyn Claire. 
ley one day, June 10, 
53 minutes, 


Starring 
Directed by Robert De Lacey, 
Nick Musu- 
Jack Hilliard, 
At the Stan- 
Running time, about 





This was made after Radio Pic- 
tures decided westerns were passe 
and it shows it. Just the old hoke, 
with all of the tricks and bad 
enough to sell the public that Radio 
was right in quitting this kind of 
stuff. 

A gang of truck drivers remem- 
ber by degrees that they are In- 
dians. By the time “The Pride of 
Pawnee” is half over, most of them 
have acquired a studio sunburn. 

Tom Tyler, inanimate, is allowed 
to pan too often. Same for Ethelyn 
Claire. The good boys find out the 
bad boys after gats putter for a 
couple of rounds and the girl hitches 
up with the great hero and town 
deliverer. Waly. 





'2 State Bills Jeopardizing 


Ill. Picture Biz Defeated 


Chicago, June 11. 
Strong pressure, brought to bear 
by theatre men, stopped the two 
bills before the state legislature 
which, if passed, would have jeop- 
ardized the picture business in Illi- 
nois. 





Both bills were declared out 
when a final vote was taken by the 
law makers. Bills would have 


placed motion pictures under direct 
state censorship and the picture in- 
dustry here under regulation of the 
Public Utilities Commission. 


MO. SUNDAYS OPENED 


Supreme Court Decision Said Local 
Ordinances Are Class Legislation 





Kansas City, June 11. 

A number of the smaller cities in 
south east Missouri have had Sun- 
day picture shows for the first time 
in years. They opened following a 
Supreme Court decision which held 
that city ordinances against picture 
shows were class legislation and 
unconstitutional. 

The opening of the houses passed 
unnoticed by the authorities in 
most of the towns, but in Charles- 
ton, Mo., L. S. Dark, manager, was 
arrested four times, three times in 
the afternoon and once at night. 





W. C. IN ARIZONA 
Phoenix, Ariz., June 11. 

Fox West Coast Theatres has 
purchased a site from the city, after 
much opposition by local theatre 
owners. 

The site is suitable for a theatre. 
It may mark Fox's invasion of the 
state, or Harold B. Franklin, of 
Fox’s W. C., may do business with 
the locals. 

Chances even either way. 



































THE TIP-OFF 


(SILENT) 


Universal production and release. Directed 
by Leigh Jason. Story by Basil Dickey. 
Bill Cody featured. In cast: George Hacka- 
thorne and Duane Thompson. At Times 
New York, one day, June 5, as haif double 


Dill. Kunning time, 55 minutes. 


handled crook 


Neatly 


story, 





ANDREW and LOUISE CARR 


WISH 





TO THANK 


MR. PAUL ASH 


For His Wonderful Co-operation in Helping Us 





STOP SHOWS 


THIS WEEK (JUNE 8) AT 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK | 


WITH 


FRANK CAMBRIA’S “MOTHER’S SURPRISE PARTY” 
NEXT WEEK (JUNE 15), PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


DIRECTION LEDDY & SMITH 
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Tittel’s $12,000 in Gifts to Girl 


Leader Missing in Dressing Room 


Cc. F. Zittel’ 
led \ 


a rumpus at 


girl orchestra act 


Florence Richardson started 
the Brook- 
Miss Richard- 
son alleged $12,000 in rocks had been 
stolen from her dressing room. 


Zittel and Miss Richardson com- 


Kenmore 


lyn, last week, when 


plained -to the _ police Detective 
gray called at the theatre, question- 
ing one Nussbaum, manager of the 
act, which Zittel apparently owned. 


Nussbaum disclaimed all knowledge 
of Miss 
jewelry. 

Leon Kelmer, manager of Keith's 
Kenmore, with the dick started 
questioning others. Among them 
were Zittel and Miss Richardson. 
Asked where she had secured ice 
worth $12,000, the girl said she had 
partially bought it from her “life’s 
savings,” with the remainder given 
her as presents by Zittel. 

Zittel, who runs a Times Square 
scandal weekly, when asked where 
he had purchased the costly gifts. 
to his girl orchestra leader replied 
he couldn't remember. 

The jewelry alleged to have’ been 
copped was described as three dia- 
mond bracelets, diamond wrist- 
watch, diamond ring, emerald ring 
and a string of pearls. Miss Rich- 
ardson did not designate which her 
savings had gone for or what part’ 
of the whole Zittel had given her. 

When Zittel conducted ‘a vaude- 
ville department on the New York 
Evening Journal several years ago 
his hobby. was jewelry. Most of 
a@vhat.he received in those days was 
presented to him upon suggestion 
by vaudeville actresses, Eva Tan- 
guay, Belle Baker, and .so forth, 

Miss Richardson's Story 

On Wednesday evening last 
week, said Miss Richardson to the 
sleuth, she had carried her wealth 
to the theatre owing to a social en-, 
gagement later. Before making-up’ 
she planted the stuff in her violin 
case: Certain, stated the girl, when; 
leaving the room the junk: was still 
in. ‘the case, the latter lying — 
on a chair. 

Performing her stage act with the. 


Richardson's fortune in 





Producers Save Circuit 
Money by Direct Contact 





The question of the Keith offices 
doing business with the vaude pro- 
ducers direct especially those hav- 
ing big acts and units, especially 
the latter, all set for prospective 
bookings is now being threshed out. 


Several of the Keith producers 
have been with the organization for 
many years. They have been long 
accustomed to booking their product 
direct. Under the new order they 
recently were told to hook up with 
agents doing biz with the floor 
bookers. 


Several producers claim the Keith 
office would save a nice piece of 
change by booking with them direct 
and the matter has been taken un- 
der advisement. 


If the producers are permitted the 
direct. contact, a five per cent. book- 
ing. fee is saved. If not then the 
five must be included in the price 
demanded for. the act. 





BENTHAM’S EXPANSIONS 


First Tenant in Palace Bldg. 15 
Years Ago Moves Up 








M. S. Bentham, who was the first 
tenant in the Palace theatre build- 
ing, moving into a suite of offices on 
the second floor about 15 years ago, 
moves to larger quarters on the 
fourth fioor of the building July 1 
Bentham was in the Palace Thea- 
tre building before the Keith Book- 
ing office moved in. 


Under the new Bentham office 
line-up~Charley Allen continues as 
general manager, assisted by Her- 
man Citron in representing vaude 
and unit acts on the Keith booking 
floor; William O'Reilly and Eugene 
McGregor will handle legit cast- 
ing under Bentham’s supervision; 
Doc Stephens will be in charge of 
talking picture casting, and Dailey 
Paskman and Jerry Devine will book 
radio engagements, 





girl orchestra, Miss Richardson said 
she returned to her dressing room, 
finding Zittel and Nussbaum there, 
to pay off the members of her band. 
She did not notice the jewelry had 
taken air until everyone but Zittel 
had left the room, Miss Richardson 
stated. The window was open, she 
said, but no one other than Zittel, 
Nussbaum and the members of her 
act had been in her dressing room. 
Questioning continued during the 
week over the alleged theft, mostly 
in the Keith New York offices. 
With Zittel Long While 
Miss Richardson lately 
as a vaudeville act under Zittel’s 
management. For several years she 
had been the girl-orchestra leader 
at the Casino in Central Park, op- 
erated by Zittel. It’s the same Ca- 
sino which Zittel, after having had 


emerged 


on a cheau lease from the city for 


nine years, squawked in the courts 
and the newspapers upon learning 
the City of New York 
deemed him desirable as a tenant. 

Shortly after Zittel was eased out 
of the Casino, Miss Richardson 
commenced to frame her vaude 
turn with the same orchestra, de- 
pending upon Zittel to procure her 
bookings. Zittel began talking quite 


earnestly about that time to Keith’s. 


The Richardson orchestra of five 
pieces and its leader while at the 


Casino received a weekly salary of 


$325. 





Dave Saperton, concert 


no longer 


pianist, 





Terry’s 3rd Set of Twins 


Terry Turner, former p. a. for 
Loew’s, has a third set of twins, for 
exhibition purposes only. 

Terry has taken over the manage- 
ment of Fay and Mae Ienz, two- 
month-old coupled pair of Mattoon, 
Ill. They will go on display this 
summer at Palisade Park, New 
Jersey. 

Other couple of couples are the 
Godino Boys and the Gibbs Girls. 
Terry makes no pretense of en- 
couraging twins and asks no credit 
for doubling the population. 








MAGICIANS’ PRESIDENT 
Lima, O., June 11. 

Officers elected for the ensuing 
year of the International Brother- 
hood of Magicians, in session here, 
were: W. W. Durbin, Kenton, Ohio, 
re-elected president; Howard 
Thurston, Harry Blackstone and 
Werner E. Dornfield, vice-presi- 
dents. 
Fort Wayne selected for the 1930 
session. 





Chick Chandier Goes Shubert 
Chick Chandler has gone Shubert 
for three years at a graduating sal- 
ary. Chandler, nephew of Howard 
Chandler Christy, has been in 








On Hokum 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Strong discussion over at 
Universal City on the correct 
definition of the term “hokum.” 
Dr. William Marston, psycholo- 
gist of the lot, maintains it is 
“some bit of business or 
story device that is known to 
be untrue to life, but is put 
into the picture deliberately to 
fool the public.” Young Carl 

Laemmile’s version is “surefire 
stuff but not original.” 

Studio thinks somebody ought 
to do something about it and 
is in favor of getting up a 
round-robin, selecting the best 
definition to be forwarded for 
inclusion in all dictionaries. 

This picture contingent is 
really concernea because of the 
different interpretations of the 
term possible between super- 
visor and director when talk- 
ing over sequences in a pic- 
ture. Contention is that a 
misunderstanding over doing 
“hoke” footage ceuld become 
very expensive. 


some 











Truck with Costumes 
Stolen Off Street 


Theft of a _ theatrical 
truck, loaded with baggage, from in 
front of a warehouse on West 47th 
street, New York, almost caused 
postponement of the opening of 


Keith's Nan Halperin unit in Balti- 
more Monday. 

Some fast work by Charles Bier- 
bauer, Keith's, between Saturday 
night, when the theft took place, 
and Sunday afternoon, saved the 
situation. 

The truck was parked in front of 
the warehouse late Saturday night 
to be loaded with the unit’s scenery. 
It had picked up the performers’ 
personal stage baggage and was 
carrying trunks containing 60 new 
costumes. While the boys were in- 
side playing with the scenery, some 
unknown bandits drove away with 
the truck and its trunks. 

Keith office was notified and the 
headache handed to Bierbauer, alone 
on Saturday duty in the booking 
office. He was notified the unit had 
been forced to cancel through the 
loss of costumes, It was decided that 
in the event the trunks were not 
recovered in time, Nan Halperin 
would be sent to Baltimore as an 
act, with a last-minute bill booked 
around her. 

Bierbauer suggested to Jean Pau- 
rel, producer of the unit, that a unit 
with emergency costumes would be 
better than no unit at all. Between 
P-urel and Bierbauer, both work- 
ing Saturday night and Sunday 
-norning, suitable costumes were se- 
cured in a tour of rental shops. The 
unit people were outfitted in time 
to leave for Balto Sunday night. 

Rental for the fill-in costumes for 
the week will be around $600. 

Later Saturday police located the 
truck on 125th street, minus the 
costumes and bandits. 





transfer 





LOST WEEK ON $25 DATE 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Flo and Ollie Waters were offered 
the Hill Street this week, could not 
accept, having a prior contract with 
West Coast for a Sunday date. 

Earle Keats refused to extend 
courtesy to the Orpheum Circuit in 
the matter, holding the act to Sun- 
day at $25. 





SIX WEEKS AND THRU 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Fanchon and Marco’s “Futuristic 
Idea” disbanded when it closed in 
Salt Lake City May 30. Unit was 
originally booked to New York with 


By Keith's or 


Heavy Money Acts Booked Direct 
by Outside Agents 





No Follow-up Bookings in 
State-Lake After Palace 


Chicago, June 11. 

A standard six-act policy, with 
choice of an extra act to be added 
where and when necessary, went 
into effect this week at the State- 
Lake. 
This is the first step Nate Blum- 
berg, new western division opera- 
tor for Keith's, has taken in the 
direction of building up the vaude 
in this territory. State-Lake, only 
pop priced combination house in the 
Loop. had dropped from a maximum 
of eight to a minimum of four acts 
in the past several months. 
Acts coming to the State-Lake 
two weeks apart from the Palace is 
another troublesome item Blumberg 
has decided must be eliminated. In 
the future, unless unavoidable, acts 
playing the Palace will have played 
around the circuit before appearing 
at the State-Lake. 

Another move 





made by Blum- 
berg’s affects the Palace, Milwau- 
kee. In the future it will play the 
same headliners right out of Chi- 
cago. 


11 Opening Changes 
On Keith's Sat. Week 


In all, due to geographical condi- 
tions, 11 exceptions have been found 
necessary to Keith’s general adop- 
tion of Saturday as opening day 
for bills, commencing next week 
(June 15). 

Exceptions are: 

Opening Monday: Jersey City, 
Trenton and New Brunswick, N. J.; 
New Rochelle and White Plains, 
N. Y., and Winnipeg, Can. 

Opening Friday: Denver, Omaha, 
Oakland and (Orpheum and Golden 
Gate), San Francisco. 

First intention to start the week 
on Sunday at Orpheum and Hill 
Street, Los Angeles, has been 
changed. The L. A. pair will open 
on Saturday. 


Frank Tinney Opening 


Atlantic City, June 11. 

Frank Tinney is to open June 28 
for a summer's run at the La Vic- 
toire supper club on the Boardwalk, 
according to an announcement by 
the club’s management. 

Tinney has been off the stage for 
a long while. The comedian has 
been in Philadelphia meanwhile, 

















Only One Vaude House 
In Providence at Present 


Providence, June 11, 
Albee has thrown out Sunday 
vaude,.shows. Stock only until fall 
when house resumes vaudfilm. 
Since stock opened two months 
ago house has been taking it on the 
chin with Sunday vaude, 
It leaves Fays’ alone 


in vaude 
field here over summer. 





Dancers Stay With Shuberts 

Velox and Yolanda, in “Pleastre 
Bound” and also doubling on the 
Hotel St. Regis roof, placed under 


last week, 

Dancers may play outside dates 
until October going into the new 
“Greenwich Village Follies.” 


two-year contract by the Shubertis| 


A majority of money names book- 
ed by Keith's, principally for the 
Palace, New York, in recent months, 
have been direct placements or 
through an “outside” agent, one not 
holding a Keith franchise, 

Going over the heads of its own 
agents in the booking of the high- 
est salaried acts mean one of two 
things: that Keith: agents cannot 
deliver what is wanted beyond 
everyday and routine vaude turns, 
or that Keith’s is outbidding its 
own agents. 

In the latter event the booking 
office may be overstepping its own 
salaries as set when the same act 
was submitted by an authorized 
Keith agent. A Keith agent may 
be informed the act’s demand is 
too high, with the booking office 
reconsidering at a later date and 
booking the act direct at a figure 
exceeding the one previously — re- 
garded as “too high.” : 

Another reason may be that there 


are few Keith agents with nerve 


enough to mention to the bookers 


some of the salaries paid lately, by 
the circuit for acts on direct. book- 
ings. 

If high-salaried acts are the 
sweetmeat of the agency business, 
most of the Keith agents.are.on a 
diet of lemons. S»me claim the 
big money turns playable in so few 
theatres are more troublesome than 
the commission warrants, and that 
an important list of medium priced 
turns is more desirable. 


There are two sides but only one 
answer—that Keith's, in its search 
for attractions that will attract isn’t 
sparing the feelings of its agents 
to get them. 

Salaries 


Some of the heavy sugar turns 
booked recently by Keith's without 
a franchise agent medium, and 
their salaries were: Four Marx 
Brothers, $7,000; Jack Donahue, 
$6,000; Jack Coogan, $5,000; Gilda 
Gray, $5,000; John Char'es ‘Thomas, 
$4,500; Collegiate Unit (R-K-O 
production department), $4,200; 
xeorge Jessel, $4,000; The Revel- 
ers, $3,500; Chic Sale, $3,000; Helen 
Kane, $2,500. 

A single week’s commission from 
that group, at the usual five per 
cent, would have contributed close 
to $2,500 to the agents. Giving each 
act an average of 10 weeks, the 
commission the agents didn’t get 
piles into important money. 

Other recent directly booked acts 
on the Keith circuit have been Rudy 
Vallee, Duncan Sisters and Will 
Fyffe. 

The list doesn’t include the nu- 
merous standard vaude names who 
have been engaged direct by Keith's 
for many years. 





BOOKERS’ LATE MONDAYS 

Keith's booking office will be open 
from 7.30 until 11 Monday nights in 
an effort to speed up the setting of 
shows. All bookers and at least one 
member of each agency have been 
ordered to be on hand at the week- 
ly night booking sessions. 

Keith's expects the Monday night 
work to relieve the usual Tuesday 
strain. Tuesday is known as 
“booking day.” 





Cy Landry Set 
Cy Landry, dancer, in “Spring Is 
Here,” ig now under a two-year 
contract with Aarons & Freedley. He 
will be assigned a principal role in 


ar 











performers carrying contracts to 
that effect. 

Closed because operating costs 
were too high according to the F. 
and M. office. Unit played nine 
weeks after leaving here. 


vaude for three years. His last en- 
gagement was in the Red Grange 
act. 

Chick hit the front pages of the 
dailies four years ago through be- 
coming engaged to Dorothy Knapp, 
then his uncle's model. Dorothy 
seemed to prefer the Carroll shows, 


formerly on the Keith circuit, has 
been appointed assistant to Josef 
‘Hofmann, in the piano department 
of Mrs. Edward Bok’'s $12,000,000 
Curtis Institute of Music in Phila- 
delphia. 


anew A. & F. show by Owen Davis, 


They will continue at the St. Rogers and Hart. 


Regis indef. 








Russians at Palace 


Morris Gest, turning agent tem- 
porarily, booked his Russian Choir 
with Keith's, 


5th Ave. Closed 
Proctor’s 5th Avenue closed for 
the summer Saturday. House, play- 
ing vaudefilm on a split week is in 

















Langdon Filming Act 





Singing < ri , 
so the engagement flopped. Los Angeles, June 11. the wholesale wearing apparel dis-] Now ve a the gerne. 
Harry Langdon’s first two-reeler ? => wees 85 & Seoul 





Foreign Bookings trict of New York, depending mainly 


of Gest’s personal 
































ai os for Hal Roach will be an adaptation ; on transient trade. agenting. } 
£ PR rT. *D. & Vanessi’s Billing of his vaude act, “The Messenger.” That section of Broadway is prac-|= — — 
R Kemp, Jr., Jerry Cargill R Objecting to billing, Vanessi re- It’s Langdon's first talker. tically deserted on summer week- 
is in tion to repre- ogc —— e 0 . 
sent position standard G fused to go on at the Palace, New ends. “Variet 99 f S 
R acts in a cholce man- York, Sunday. The dancer was ae ae sa y or Summer 
ae if yee, woul a ‘ billed under three other acts. Kessler Back —o— 
Y > e- ote a L Dance act composed of the 16{ Aaron Kessler, disenfranchised by Tink in Mich. Subscribe for “Variety” 
ae a L Russell Markert Girls, Pauline Gas- Loew's a month ago on a charge of Tink Humpk rey will leave New OVER THE SUMMERTIME 
JERRI CARGILL kins and Billy and Ray Moecre was misrepresenting an act te a Loew) York during the wesk ts spend a THREE MONTHS 
1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. booked in Vanessi's spot for re- booker, has been returned to good | part of the summer with his family FOR $2 
EPHONE: BRYANT 0554 -5 mainder of week. standing by the booking office. 











at their farm in Michigan, 
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KEITH'S HOOEY ART ON 


$4 000,000 SUNK | 


Chicago, June 11. 
Cameola Soutra was found mur- 


Paintings, Statues, Art Ob- 
jects, Furnishings and 
Lots of Stuff Never Draw- 
ing Dollar to Box Office 
Strewn Around Keith 
Theatres Built by Albee— 
Selling to Dealers 


INVENTORIES STARTED 


Inventories are being compiled of 
the hooey art in the Keith theatres 
expensively built and lavishly fur- 
nished by E. F. Albee for 10 years 
before he left the Keith circuit’s 
head chair in 1928. 

This art collection that never 
drew a dollar to the box office, 
therefore becoming termed as hooey 
art, will be offered to dealers at 
private sale. It is conservatively 
estimated $4,000,000 may be realized 
from the sale. 

Albee-built theatres of recent 
times were more noted for their 
lobbies and actors’ dressing rooms 
than for the vaudeville bills played 
in them. With the change in control 
of the circuit to Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum, with R-K-O not posing as 
a connoisseur on rugs or Carots, 
and with the weekly red eloquently 
speaking that $1,000,000 in hooey art 
in a $6,000,000 theatre doesn’t mean 
a thing to the b. o., the unfigured 
or hidden asset of $4,000,000 to 
R-K-O looks pretty pretty. 

In one of the Keith theatres is a 
Carot painting Albee prided himself 
on, as it only cost $40,000. Once in 
the theatre when some customers 
had the paintings pointed out to 
them by an usher and were in- 
formed “they are all Carots,” one 
asked, “Where are the peas?” 

The ladies’ dressing room at the 
Albee, Brooklyn, was fitted up at 
$27,000, with an especially imported 
rug built to order in Belgium, cost- 
ing $95,000. But the Albee had no 
cooling plant. 

Everything But 

In the Keith Memorial, Boston, 
opened last January, the art dis- 
play was heavily publicized as a 
part of the Albee building scheme. 
That theatre represents $5,000,000. 
Back stage is a billiard room for 
the actors and the dressing rooms 
vie with the others of the Albee 
back stage fad. Besides there is an 
elevator in the rear for the artists 
to go to their rcoms upstairs. But 
the front of the house has no ele- 
vator for patrons to the balconies 
and there is no cooling plant. 

At one time it was thought that 
the Keith’s hooey art traveled on a 
route to all Albee openings. This 
is said to have been an error, that 
each house was separately artied in 
the lobby and rooms. 

At one time Albee was considered 
the best customer the 5th avenue 
come-on galleries ever knew. Sales- 
men almost broke their backs bend- 
ing when “Mr. Albee” hove in sight. 
Albee bought and bought, with one 
place on the avenue said to have 
retired after his second visit, afraid 
he would return for a refund. 

Nothing was too good for the 
Albee trade in a vaudeville theatre, 
except the vaudeville itself, aceord- 
ing to the eventual results on the 
Keith circuit. 

Statues Fighting 

Some of the newer Keith houses 
are knee deep in marble statuettes 
looking like angels. They are usually 
set opposite each other and seem 


to be fighting over their positions. 
Tapestries, curtains, medallions, 
besides pictures and marble, give 


the houses an arty look, although 
the people never pay to see any- 
thing but the show. 

Balaban & Katz, with 40 theatres 


in Chicago, have a moderate art 
display, such as may be found in 
any modern house. B. & K. esti- 


mate its art collection at the mod- 
est sum of $500,000, making capital 


out of it lately by publicizing that 
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CASSELER IN MESS 


| Woman Living with Roiler Skater 
Found Murdered—No Clue, So Far 


dered, but by whom or what means 
have not be discovered to date. 

In connection are brought in the 
names of Casseler, roller skater, 
and his wife, Catherine. 

Mrs. Casseler was obliged to 
serve a jail sentence for some of- 
fense not mentioned. She returned 
home when liberated, learning that 
the Soutar woman was living with 
her hugband, and had been living 
with him since she was sent to 
prison. 


REPORT MORAN-MACK 
SPLIT $100,000, 90-10 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Paramount has exercised its op- 
ytion on Moran and Mack to make 
a second picture, Due for produc- 
tion in September. 

Team is getting $100,000 a picture 
with production time for eaeh fig- 
ured at 10 weeks. Reported that 
Moran takes $90,000 of this amount 
while Bert Swor, working onder the 
name of Mack, gets $10,000 a nic- 
ture, 


GREAT TOWN CHI 


(Continued from page 1) 
broadcasting of squad police calls 
over station WGN, owned and op- 
erated by the Chicago Tribune, The 
broadcasts hold a unique fascina- 
tion for the average citizen, who 
doesn’t mind having a musical pro- 
gram interrupted by a gent clang- 
ing a gong and shouting that a man 
has been bumped off at 2lst and 
State. 














Thrills in Broadcast 

These calls are broadcast for 
traveling police squads, all of which 
have a radio tuned permanently to 
WGN. When an alarm is sent out 
the nearest squad hurries to the 
scene immediately, Many of the 
calls contain a heavy portion of 
thrills, such ay announcement that 
burglars are breaking in a certain 
home, or that a man on soandso 
street is about to commit suicide. 

The reliable old imagination vis- 
ualizes cops rushing to the spot. 
Sometimes a report is broadcast 
later that the robbers were caught 
or the potential suicide had his gun 
taken away from him. 

In one instance a Variety report- 
er happened to be near the scene 
of a murder within a few minutes 
after it was committed. Streets 
and sidewalks were filled with citi- 
zens rushing to the spot after hear- 
ing the alarm broadcast. 

Station KYW, MHearst-operated, 
has swiped the police gong gag 
from WGN, using it to announce 
complimentary statistics about the 
city, such as “we use more coal 
than any other city in the coun- 
try.” No mention of the smoke 
caused by the coal, naturally. Each 
little statistic is followed by the 
gag-line: “A great town—Chicago!” 

And another native bit the dust. 

Hardest hit victim of backstage 
racketeers, according to report at 
the state attorney’s office, was Mae 
West, who is said to have turned 
over $3,000 for “protection.” 

Wallace Ford, starring in “Nut 
Farm,” was asked to turn over $150, 
but claimed he didn’t have that 
much and told two men who ap- 
proached him to take what they 
ceuld get from his wallet. In it was 
$17. The men took $10. 

Report that George Olsen, band 
leader at the Chicago this week, 
was also victimized, was believed 
unfounded when it was discovered a 
man had tried to sell him an ad in 
a police booklet, but had attempted 
no muscling. 


Another kidnapping yesterday. 





figure on the screen of its theatres, 
inviting attention of patrons when 
ina B. & K. house. 

Talk that R-K-O would hold a 
public or private auction of the 
hooey art has been dissipated by re 
story the hundreds of art object 
after inventories shall have “ae 
completed, will probaviy ve 
dealers quietly. 





Sold t 





_ 
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Paid Off in Coupes 





Los Angeles, June 11. 

Moran and Mack recently 
put on a program in Beverly 
Hills for a motor company 
making a cheap car. Deal for 
the team’s services provided 
that they get $5,000 in cash. 

Moran took four coupes, pre- 
senting them to relatives, and 
the baiance in cash. 
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“A Bit of Ould Sod From Your Home 


County in Ireland!” Cried Freeman 








Missed 3d Time, 
Miss Waters Blew 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 


When her two men partners, 
Banks and Farrington, let her slip 
in their adagio turn for the third 
time in as many weeks, Teddy 
Waters (Three Demons) walked out 
of the “Parisian Nights” unit at 
Penn last week. Medisca and 
Michael replaced. 


Miss Waters’ mother, traveling 
with the act, says she warned the 
men after successive slips in New- 
ark and Philadelphia that a res 
currence would mean they were 
through. At one of the night showsp 
one of the men missed Miss Waters 
as she came swinging through the 
air, the gal’s eye meeting his knee 
and a nice bloomer resulting. Girl 
not seriously hurt, but Ma burned. 

Ma stormed into office of Manager 
Lanning following morning, saying 
Teddy wouldn’t go on any more, and 
nothing would change her mind. 
Ma said her daughter would prob- 
ably find a lily in her hand if she 
kept on with those male partners 
any longer. 

Miss Waters is under long-time 
contract to Publix, but she walked 
anyway. 





June Tears Away Three 





June is hitting the Loew office 
heavy. So far this month three 
have gone that way. Edward Dow- 
den, publicity man with Loew’s, 
married to Thera Moline and this 
week two more go or have gone. 

Reva Friedlander, secretary to 
Arthur Loew, married to Dr. Phillip 
Feingold of New York June 9, and 
Flossie Flynn, chief phone operator, 
with Loew’s for 18 years, is mar- 
rying John J. Flaherty, attorney of 
Jersey City. 





Nell Kelly’s Divorce 


Chicago, June 11. 

Nell Kelly, comedienne in “Boom 
Boom,” obtained a divorcee here last 
week from Walter C. Collins on 
charge of cruelty, through Attorney 
Philip R. Davis, 

Major complaint was that in May 
of last year Collins socked an old 
man, and then socked his wife when 
she squawked. Later Collins is al- 
leged to have given Nell another 
jab during a dispute over money. 
Marriage in February, 1928, just 
three months before the first punch. 





Long Tack Sam’s Theatre 


Long Tack Sam is building his 
own theatre in Shanghai, to be 
called the Nanking and house mu- 
sical shows. Construction has al- 
ready started. Cost will be around 
$300,000. 

Sam has headlined in novelty acts 
in American vaude for years. He 
is reputed among the wealthiest 
Chinese actors in the world. He 
earned the greater part of his for- 
tune in show business in the U. S. 





Billy Wells in “Scandals” 
Los Angeles, ae 11. 


absence from his contract with F ox 
_ ind en route to New York. 

He will ga into rehearsal 
“Scandals.” 





for 
White's 


j George 


After Adagio Aids 


WERNES’ KIDNAPPING 
“Agent's” Latest With Wife Brings 
Punch 





Chicago, June 11. 

John Wernes, self-styled the- 
atrical agent with his present of- 
fice in his hat, was released from 
the Elgin City jail last Wednesday 
after held for a day on the charge 
of kidnapping his own wife. 

The wife, Mrs. Barbara Margaret 
Budlong Wernes, daughter of a 
Rockford manufacturer, accused 
Wernes of forcing her into his car, 
from which she jumped in order 
to phone her father for help. 

The couple met about a year ago 
when the girl came to Wernes for 
a job on the stage, were married 
in January and kept the hitching 
to themselves, she continuing to 
live with her family. 

Although the girl's father has 
dropped the kidnapping charge, 
Wernes has retained attorney C. G. 
Seidel for the purpose of suing his 
father-in-law for alienation of af- 
fections and false arrest. 

Wernes claims to have been as- 
sociated with the Shuberts for a 
number of years before starting out 
for himself. 


Saranac Chatter 


Saranac, N. Y., June 9. 

Gloria Foy has leased a camp on 
Lake Kiwassa for the summer. 

Richy Craig is in town at 9 Front 
street. Richy is spending his re- 
cuperative moments writing stage 
material, being restricted by the 
doctors to two gags a day. He's 
about to have his X-Ray plates 
wired for sound. 

Francis Donegan, on the golf 
course the other day, broke 160 and 
four golf clubs. 

New N. V. A. San will be per- 
fectly swell when finished. Gorge- 
ous location on a hill just outside 
of town, with every room an out- 
side one. 

Sam Clark, former electrician at 
the Strand Theatre, is curing at 9 
Front street in temporary N. V. A. 
quarters. 

Wallace and Powers have leased 
a camp for the summer, a return 
engagement. Lee LeMarr, ~ecently 
of De Sylva, Brown und Henderson, 








local dress shop, warbling pleasant 
blues in between fashion chats. 

Local film house has gone talker. 

Adirondack Players’ rehearsing 
for their opening bill, “This Thing 
Called Love.” 

Chester Rice is in town for a few 
weeks. They do say he made a re- 
cent killing on the market. 

Jack Rumsey is building a per- 
fectly elegant house on the snooty 
side of town, complete with pastel 
bathrooms, painted ceilings and 
Louis XV door knobs. 

Harry Namba (Casey Agency) at 
the N. V. A. hand-tooling beautiful 
leather book covers and portfolios. 
Orders taken. 

Charlie Quinn, also at the N. V. 
A., went fishing, fell asleep for three 
hours, and woke up with a 10-pound 
trout on his line. That’s his story. 

Charlie Church (Coneross Min- 
strels) and Happy Benway (o7 the 
original Seven Honey Boys) put on 
a minstrel first part in their top- 
floor front porch every morning. 

Others at the San are Eddie Voss, 








Charlotte Atkins, George Neville, 
Lee Baruch, Helen Curtis, Vernon 
Lawrence, Al Hunter, Thomas 
Abbot, Mary Braden, Robert Hatz, 
Zella Edwards, Lily Leonore, Cath- 
arine Vess, Pauline Aurandt and 
Ethel Clouds. 

| They love to get letters. 


Posing as “Roger O’Ryan,” 
Fair in Boston, Leaving 270 Creditors—Says He 
Considered Himself Doing Boston a Favor 


is conducting a radio hour for a! 


Bernstein Fostered Irish 


‘ chtetpwoneiliaint 


Boston, June 11. 


This staid and steady town is still 


burned up over the way Freeman 


Bernstein of Times Square took it. 
A warrant is out against the 
slicker for some minor charge. 
Worst Freeman did, according to 
the boys, girls and dailies, was to 
to act as operator of the Irish Fair 
for two weeks at the Boston Gar- 
dens without paying off. 


The Fair didn’t run one week, but 
Freeman did. He's still running as 
far as Boston knows. Before leav- 
ing he left 270 creditors. Some say 
the Squarite owes $2,500 in Bos- 
ton; others claim $25,000. Bernstein 
hasn't asked for an accounting. 


Among those unpaid are Irish 
boys and girls who acted as lads 
and lassies in Bernstein's produced 
show as part of the Fair. 


What is burning up Boston, es- 
pecially the Boston Herald, is how 
O’Ryan got away with side stuff. 
He sold the Fair’s patrons a bit of 
ould sod from their home county in 
Ireland. The sod was in pieces 
ranged in rows like cabbages. Each 
bit had the name of the county in 
Ireland it came from, 


Blarney Stone Trade 


In case they didn’t go for the sec- 
ond-hand turf, Freeman showed 
them the original Blarney stone. 
For a piece of change Bernstein 
clipped a piece of the Blarney stone 
as a souvenir in exchange. It’s 
claimed that Freeman used up 
three Blarney stones during the 
time the Fair ran, 


As an extra inducement, the 
New Yorker had on view genuine 
razorback Irish pigs, direct from 
Dublin, 


On top of that, Freeman an- 
nounced he had been a student at 
Trinity College, Dublin, for i1 
years, graduating there. Why it 
had taken him 11 years to’ go 
through Trinity no one thought to 
ask before he left. Most Bostonians 
mistook Freeman for Roger O’Ryan, 
whoever Roger may be, 

The ould sod pieces were said to 
have been sneaked by Freeman 
after dark along the Boston Post 
Road, His Blarney stones were lo- 
cated on the river front, while his 
razorback pigs, from the account 
were rented for the week. Those 
were the only items of value Free- 
man muffed when easing out. 


That “A bit of sod from your old 
home county in Ireland” did most 
of the burning. The Irish societies 
around were just getting hot when 
the boy from Times Square 
vamped, 

Only unexplained thing about the 
entire affair of the Fair is who dis- 
covered Roger O’Ryan’s name was 
Freeman Bernstein, and how the 
Boston Herald got his picture. 

The Herald printed a front-page 
story of Bernstein and his Fair, It 
quoted at length from various 
kidding stories in Variety about 
the versatility of Freeman Bernstein 
as an in-and-outer, 





Bernstein’s Version 


‘I don't read the Boston papers: 
I don’t like them,” said Freeman 
Bernstein during the week when 
asked about the Boston escapade. 

“The first I noticed anything 
wrong in Boston,” he stated, “was 
a short notice I saw in Variety last 


week. It surprised me. 
“There I was, getting the worst 
of it as usual. I went to Boston 


to do the young people a favor. I 
gave them stage experience. 

“IT told them how to act and then 
made them act. I should have 





| charged them 
|I says: 


} qCuuUNVEd on page 


for the work, but 
‘No, Freeman, this is char- 
Irish Fair is for the Irish,’ 
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CITY BACK TO FOX 
City theatre on 14th street, op- 
erated for the past year and a half 
by Maurice Schwartz as the Yiddish 
Art theatre, reverts to Fox this 
week. 


ILL AND INJURED 


dubon, New York, ill at home. 
George McElroy, many years 


pital undergoing operation. 





Louis Pincus, manager of the Au- 


Cort theatre box office, is in hos- 





t ‘ 


Swimming Billing 
in A vaude comic claims he 
has been billed under “Weary 
River” (film) in so many the- 











Myrtle 
tional Screen Service, to Dr. Ber 
jamin Brownstein, slay 30. 

Gene 


MARRIAGES 7 | - Theatres Proposed 


Berenson, Chicago, 





Chicago.— (Also store and office bldg.): 
518-223 S. State street. Owner. Reed 
Corp. Architects, Reichert & 


Melvin (stock), to Fred W | Finck. Policy not given. 





ax — nee . Byer, June 4, in Kenosia Wis. Hus- | \ ae te ee 
Johnny Osborne, manager of Fox Louis Warner, son of H. M. War- atres he’s learned how to ~~ 1 Wemeshe attorney Paya beret eS , one 
Academy, just down the street, is nin On Gceteninnniod 6 in awh band is enosha attorney. a “ 3 Alleghen: rest. Owues, peotes 
: : > ehaans “. evs ziins ; ner, is ivalescing at his home in | . ° Meredith Howard (“Whoopee”) ‘hingos, Architects, Hunter ¢ : 
directing the cleaning-up process at! yt Vernon. N. Y fte Policy not given 
the City bees er ee aiter an opera- 4 'to Albert Sturlock (non-prce), Lan- a cieeas Mich.—(M P & \ ats 
. y- h as - tion for appendicitis. ; . | caster, Pa., June 3. | $500,900 Site withheld Owner, Butter- 
No new policy has as yet been Charles Kaley, m.c. at Marbro Meyers Leaves Linder | tiyman. Aaron. (musician) to| *¢!@._ Architects, W. H. Finkel, Detroit. 
3 thes _—s = , a Aaro lusici | > — 
announced for the house. Chicago, fractured elbow while Al Meyers’ four year contract) c . Marshalitown, Ia.—«(M. FP. and office 





playing ball, but working. 

Hip Stays Closed James Cormican, back 

Keith’s has decided not to keep); York, after close call with flu. 

the Hippodrome, New Yoik, open Bert Ennis, following a throat o 
over the summer. 


“Passion Play” left it Saturday. | rondacks. 





manager, 
lowing a paralytic stroke. 


Eddie Katz Leaves Keith’s 
Eddie Katz, road man and act 
scout for Keith’s booking office, has 
turned in his resignation. He may 
tie up with an agency. 





Increase Vaude 
Chicago, June 11 


| Palace Ss, Rockf a 
A. K. Hall for Coast Shows | Bona. oo an ord and 


Al K. Hall goes with Harry Car-| have gone 
roll's “Pickings,” due at the Holly- | picture. 
wood Music Box before long. 








Houses 
four acts. 
| 


in New | expired. 


Morris Gest's| eration, is convalescing in the Adi- | Linder. 


George Hopper, veteran theatrical 
in Brooklyn hospital fol- 


South 
Orpheum houses, 
back to five acts and|straight picture house, controlled by 
were using only 


with the Jack Linder offices has 


Joe Zweig has supplanted him in|} 
p- charge of the club department for} 





Buzz Eagle Sticks 
Malcolm “Buzz” Eagle, one of the 
13 outgoing Keith agents June l, 
will remain on the floor through an 
affiliation with the Milt Lewis office. 
Eagle was formerly a Keith agent 
~ in Chicago. 


| Price 


show. 





The Castle, Long Beach, L. IL, 





Keith, 
June 21. 


opens for the 





York. 


Marion 
York June 6. 

Gentry Leroy B 
| Blayden in Hollywood, Cal., June 4.| cor. Burke and Barnes avenues. 
3ride is sereen actress and groom 
| production manager at the Pathe 
studios. , 

Sylvia Carol (dancer) to Samuel 


June §&. 


Jean Fayal, at the Chateau Ma- 
drid, goes with the new Morrissey 


the show, is out. 


Harry 
summer | after last week at the Palace, New 


17-21 Center street 
Vv. Za- 


James (dancer) in New) bidg.): $500,000. 
| Owner withheld. Architect, C 
| lesky, Cedar Rapids. : : 

New York City.—(Also stores): S. W. 

Owner, 


Architect not selected 


kett to Richard 


Wollheim Bros. 
Policy not given 

Salina, Kan.—(Watson): $400,000. N. 
FE. cor. Santa Fe and Walnut streets. 
Owner, Midland Circuit of Theatres Co. 
Architect not selected. Policy not given. 





(non-pro.) in New York, : 

Harry Federman transferred to 
the Chester, with Edward Mochary 
taking his place as manager of 


Keith’s Franklin, New York. 





Frank Farnum, reported for 








“Parisian Red Heads,” billed as in 
| England at present, is not the origi- 
nal act owned by Charles E. Green, 
pat present over here and playing. 





Carroll unit suspended 











with 





TO ALL MY PROFESSIONAL FRIENDS: 


Through this medium I gratefully acknowledge the many 
courtesies extended to me during my recent visit to America. 


It is with great pleasure I announce my renewed affiliation 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


1650 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


for an extended term of years, whereby I am granted exclu- 
sive representation of all WITMARK publications in Great 
Britain and Ireland, and all British possessions with the excep- 
tion of Australia and Canada. 


BERT FELDMAN 


B. FELDMAN & CO. 


125, 127, 129 Shaftesbury Avenue 


London, W. C. Zz 


























HARRY 


IS 


at the Hollywood Music Box 


N. Y. TIMES—“A revue number which specializes 


Up 
a peppy revue.” voi 





CARROLL 


Leaving for the Coast to Produce His Own Shows 


— BU T— 








WORLD—“Best bill presented at that theatre so far 


4 mw Fa Al awry *? 
valig- 


Baayv 


THANKS VERY MUCH, MR. GODFREY, FOR ASKING US TO STAY OVER A 


SECOND WEEK at the PALACE, NEW YORK 


WILLIAM 


DEMAREST 


IS 


Signed for Earl Carroll’s New “Vanities,” with 


Which He Is Now Rehearsing 


DAILY NEWS—“Outstanding was Wm. Demarest, 


in the robust humors of a $6.60 musical entertain- this year.” stage and screen comic, and how that man got 
ment.” N. ¥Y. TIMES-—-“This Demarest proves to be a comic laughs! Giggles broke out into one wow after an- 

DAILY NEWS—“Carroll Revue at Palace speeds fellow with few if any inhibitions.” orn, One, he worked harder than two ordinary 
up bill it made the entire Palace bill snap along like TELEGRAPH—"“A delightfully invigorating bit of ae 


TRIBUNE—‘Provides most of the laughs.” 
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A RIOT 


COMEDY 
HEADLINE 


ACT 
JOE 


MARKS 


& C0. 


with MAE LEONARD 
and GEORGE BROWN 


“THEN 
THE FUN 
BEGAN” 












SAILING 


JUNE 26 


FOR 


AUSTRALIA 


Williamson Tate Circuit 


Direction 


M. S. BENTHAM OFFICE 
CHAS. A. ALLEN 
H. CITRON 





In the withdrawal of Pat Casey 7 iia the agency bearing his name for 
years and its presentation to George Weeden and John Schultz, it is 
| recalled that Lester Walters was with the agency 21 years. Walter 
started with Casey as office boy. Tim O'Donnell, with the Casey office 
| since it started, is going abroad. The rearrangement of the office now 
permits Tim to at last take the trip that he has wanted to for years. 
Al Jolson had a tough time convincing the Coast boys that Billy 


| Mann could do blackface. 


VAUDEVILL 


ED 








Inside Stuf—Vaudeville 








Mann has been around Los Angeles some 
time handling a gasoline station heavily patronized by the Warner-out- 
fit. 

Seeking someone to do blackface in a picture, Jolson recognized Mann 
and immediately said, “There's your guy.” But no one would believe 
it, repeatedly refuting with, “No, Mr. Jolson, you must be mistaken, that’s 
the gasoline man.” Finally one of the studio mob called Mann over, 
handing him two “sides” and saying, “How long’ll it take you to get up 
in this, a couple of days?” Mann floored him by replying, “Why, give 
me five minutes and I think I can do it.” Mann got the job. 

He's the veteran vaudevillian of the same name, 





As far as Fox is concerned its reel on J. Harold Murray, and the 
first short which Gertrude Lawrence did for this company, are the stock 
tests used in the firm’s theatres and projection rooms to try out the 
amplification wiring. These reels are deemed the ultimate to date in 
male and female recording. 
Murray did a song from 
entendre, “I Don’t Know.” 


“Rio Rita’ and Miss Lawrence her double 





One of the country’s big vaude circuits averted a state labor jam 
which would have resulted in revocation of its booking license when it 
submitted for approval a new contract form. 

Number of complaints by acts who had been, in the opinion of the 
commissioners, unfairly treated, led to an impending break between the 
theatrical organization and the commission. With the threat of license 
revocation the circuit capitulated. 





A boy will be installed at a desk in Keith’s booking office to keep 
constant check on the agents. The boy's job will be to see that the agents 
abide by the rules as set down by the booking office, particularly that 
law limiting the number of agency representatives permitted on the 
floor at any one time. 

Recently, along with others, the Edward S. Keller agency, in which 
seorge Godfrey formerly had a partnership interest, had four men on 
the floor at once on various occasions. The Keller office, on Godfrey's 
list, was given two fioor representatives besides the head of the agency’ 
(Keller), 

Pat Casey agency, now known as the John Schultz-George Weeden 

agency, was forced to adopt an intricate time schedule to keep its group 
of about 10 agents intact. Each member of the Casey office was al- 
lotted certain hours and days. Keith’s reaction to that arrangement was 
the identity of the agents was not important, just so the number on the 
floor at any one time was not exceeded. 
Keith’s motive in holding down the agency list has been to relieve 
traffic congestion on the booking floor. It was also the booking office’s 
opinion that many of the agents were not making a living through their 
efforts on the Keith floor, so better off away from it, Keith’s drew that 
conclusion before the agents thought of it for themselves. 








Jackson With Forkins 


Billy Jackson, former Keith 
agent in Chicago, goes with the 
Marty Forkins agency to represent 
Forkins on the Keith booking floor. 


“FREEMAN 0’RYAN” 


(Continued from page 39) 


so I didn’t ask the boys and girls 
for any money. 














“That’s the Dunk about me sell- 
ing sod from Ireland. I just laid 
out some stuff so the folks could 
recognize the old country. It looked 
like Ireland to me. If they bought 
it, besides spoiling my landscape, 
some of those grifters on the show 
crossed me out of my share. 


Everybody Happy 

“After the Fair had gone along 
a few days and everybody seemed 
happy, I heard talk about salaries 
coming due. So I says, ‘Freeman, if 
these people want money, you had 
better start to dig,’ as there had 
been no dough that I saw come in 
the gate. It was too hot, anyway. 

“That hit me as a fine idea, so 
I am on my way. I had the Fair 
going all right, they didn’t need me 
any more. It could run itself. Looks 
as though sorhe of my fair promot- 
ing competitors have given me the 
works. 

“But truth will prevail. I expect 
any moment now a wire of apology 
from the Mayor of Boston. 


Wouldn’t Fool Boston 
“What about that ‘Roger O’Ryan?’ 
I didn't take that name. Someone 
wished it on me, I guess. I know 
they wouldn’t want a Freeman 
Bernstein to get behind an Irish 
Fair anyway, so I said nothing. I 
have never used that name, and if 
anyone in Boston wants it, they are 
welcome to use it. 
“And what is that Boston Herald 
that has gone after me this way? 
It’s a disgrace to the name of Free- 
man or Bernstein to have such 
stuff printed. I thought those Bos- 
ton papers were conservative. Shall 
I go after them, too? 

“Don’t say I'm clever, I hate that 
word. 

“If you come over to Dublin this 
summer, look me up. But not at 
Trinity. When I left that college 
I said I would never go back and 
I’m going to keep my word. I'm 
getting so sore now I don’t think 
I'll ever return to Boston. I'll teach 
those ingrates! 

“And I’m cured? The next time 


NOW AT 


LOEW'S STATE 


NEW YORK 


SOL GOULD 


“The Explorer” 


By EUGENE CONRAD 


WITH 


Helen Kay Booth 


AND 


Albert Gould 


Direction WM. MORRIS 














SIME 
IS RIGHT!! 


What Vaudeville needs is more 
novelties. 


What greater act or more in- 
teresting and entertaining nov- 
elty is there in vaudeville than 














I make up my mind to do something 
for a small town like Boston, I'll 
think of Freeman first. Just a waste 


“MERCEDES” 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Silverman, at 
Chicago Lying-in Hospital, Chi- 
cago, June 4, daughter. Father is 
district representative for Vita- 
phone. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Z. Por- 
ter, in New York June 4, son, father 
is manager Philadelphia office Tif- 
fany-Stahl. 

Mr. and Mrs. Win Horton, son, 
June 2, Hollywood, Cal. Father is 
manager of the Majestic theatre in 
Los Angeles. 








Judgments 

Richard Walton Tully; Grace A. 
Fendler; $608,361. 

Oliver peoresens Grace A. Fend- 
ler; $173,529 

Rogowsky Amuse. Co. Inc., 
George W. Roebling, Inc.; $478.50. 

“Bunkerettes” Unit 
A girl band of 11 pieces, styled 


the Bunkerettes, has been place. by 
E. K. Nadel in his new unit, “The 
Golf Fiends.” 

The personnel of the outfit, which 
includes the three girls E, K. im- 
ported from Los Angeles, comprises 
Helen Hogan, Ona Carleton, Orva 
Johnson, Clela Kane, Wilma Luper, 
Miriam Hudson, Dez Patterson, 
Ruth Holmes, Roslyn Field, Hazel 
Kay and Helen Harvey. The Misses 
Carleton, Johnson and Kane form 
the L. A. trio. 





Pan, Vancouver, Dark 
Vancouver, June 11. 
Pantages closed here for the sum- 
mer Saturday. 
It’s the second Pan house in the 
northwest to close over the hot 
spell for the first time. 





Mort Singer’s Duties 
Chicago, June 11. 
Mort Singer has been appointed 
labor arbitrator for Keith’s through- 
out the west. 
Singer formerly handled this work 
only locally. 
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NEW ACTS 
Harland Dixon and Audree, 
toy D'Arcy. 
Harry K. Morton 
sell, 


and Zella Rus- 





Harry Muller in L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Harry Muller, U. S. representa- 
tive for Williamson-Tait, has moved 
his office from San Francisco 
this city. 


to 














GEORGE 
BEATTY 


Believe It or Not 


A Laughing Hit on the 
Orpheum Time 





Direction 
PHIL OF FIN—MAX HAYES OFFICE 




















TIP TO 





INVESTORS 








It pays 4/2%. 


able at any time. 


Resources Over $131,000,000 


Here is a really safe investment. 


The full amount with interest is avail- 


You simply deposit your money in 
a savings account; 


day of deposit to day of withdrawal; 
and withdraw when, and if, needed. 


Compare this with any other con- 
servative investment. 


It will pay you to investigate. 
booklet, “When You Invest.” 


UNION DIME 
SAVINGS BANK 


40TH STREET and 6TH AVENUE 


Interest for Quarter Will Be Credited July 1, 1929 


earn interest from 


Send for 


Over 150,000 Depositors 
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of people. 


doing anything for a lot 
SUMMER ADDRESS They may appreciate it 


MINOCQUA, WISCONSIN 


but papers Like those in Boston ruin 
you socially and locally.” 
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EDDIE MAYO and His Gang of HARMONICA RASCALS 


Late Feature in Hammerstein’s “Good Boy” 
avian A wo eae BROS. VITAPHONE THIS WEEK 


PRESENT ATION, RADIO 


Direction Lou IRWIN, 1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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Victoria Palace, London 


OPENING 
MAY @& 
20th 


















“REDHEADS” OVER 


London, May 28. 
‘Tlollywood Redheads” opened 
successfully at the Victoria Palace. 
Act has been engaged for the Kit 
Kat Restaurant following the con- 
clusion of the Abe Lyman engage- 
ment there.”—‘Variety.” 














ALSO DOUBLING 











KIT KAT KLUB 


BABE EGAN’ 


ADS” OVER 





Pavilion, Glasgow, Scotland 


OPENING 


























BABE EGAN AND HER ORIG- 
INAL HOLLYWOOD REDHEADED 
GIRLS’ BAND IS SCORING ONE 
OF THE BIGGEST AMERICAN 
SUCCESSES IN LONDON THAT 
HAS EVER BEEN HEARD OP, 
ACCORDING TO THE LONDON 
PRESS 





Kit Kat Klub, London 


OPENED 


JUNE & 
3rd 


Now 
Second Week — 


















WHILE PLAYING AT THE KIT 
KAT KLUB, WILL DOUBLE AT 
PALLADIUM, COLISEUM, AL- 
HAMBRA AND HOLBORN EM- 
PIRE THEATRES, FOLLOWING 
LONDON ENGAGEMENT THE 
REDHEADS WILL MAKE AP- 
PEARANCES IN. BOTH FRANCE 
AND GERMANY 



































DOUBLING SBCOND BIG WEEK 
AT THE KIT KAT KLUB AND 
ALHAMBRA THEATRE AND 
HAVE THE DISTINCTION OF 
BEING THE FIRST GIRL BAND 
TO EVER APPEAR AT THE 
FAMOUS KIT KAT RENDEZ- 
VOUS. DOING REGULAR SHOW 
AND PLAYING FOR DANCING 




















FRANK DONNELLY—-NORMAN JEFFRIES 


American Rep 













































European Rep. 


REEVES & LAMPORT 
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hendee VARIETY 


May Be Be ‘Die ae 


Instead of Columbia. 


sath | 


| ference 
lowners a 


Two late developments in 
Mutual burlesque plan to play 
York houses next season indicat 
the Mutuals will not be shown in 
the Columbia. Negotiations are on | 
for the Mutuals to play the former | 


the 
New | 


| 
e 











Loew's American at 42nd and 8th 
avenue. 
The future of the Columbia is 
problematical with several inter- 
For Lease | 
THEATRE with 1600 seating ca- ff) 
pacity, completely equipped for §) 
Vaudeville and Moving Pictures, lo- | 


cated in Bethlehem, Pa., population 
75,000. An unusual opportunity and 
an excellent producer for proper §| 
party. | 

For particulars apply Aaron 
Potruch, 96 West Broad street, Beth- 
tehem, Pa. 














| este interested in the 


| the proposed building 


}son will 


Called Love,” 
' 


Y AUDE—BURLESQUE 





lease, among 
ihem Radio Pictures, 
It had been reported 
can theatre building 
down to make way for 
mercial scraper. 


the Ameri- 
was coming 
a new com- 
Following a con- 
between IL. H. Herk and the 
new Mutual lease was 
worthwhile to postpone 
a year, 


considered 


Prospect’s Stock 

Burlesque stock went into the 
Prospect, New York, this week 
under Johnny Goodman's producing 
direction. 

Company includes Bernie Green, 
Eva LaMont, Billie LaMont, Mar- 
jorie Connor, Marie Crispie, with 


| Lester Montgomery stage directing. 





Nick Grinde and Bertram 
co-direct “Bishop 
Case,” M-G. 
“Rich People,” 
story, will 


Harri- 
Murder 


Jan Gelzer’s mag 
precede “This Thing 
at Pathe, 
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CHICAGO 


JOHNNY 


S., —noe , 
Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
mmm ee 


MARVIN ‘H. 


BOOKING MANAGER 
Se RSE 





600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 


IN CHARGE 
























SCHENCK 






OFFICE 


JONES 














And in 


Phone Bryant 3737 





GLADYS F. BROWN 


(FORMERLY OF HE 
ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE 
NOW ASSOCIATED WITH 


THOS. J. FITZPATRICK 


position to handle new material for R-K-O and associated 
enterprises 


Address, 1103 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


NNESSY & BROWN) 
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Hotel’s Gea 
Chicago, June 11. 
Probably only hotel with a stan- 
dard pipe organ in its dining room 
is the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
cago. 
Organist plays between dances and 
also accompanies the orchestra. 





MONTMARTE’S NIGHTLY SHOW 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Alvarado and Jean, dance team, 
engaged by Montmarte cafe to stage 
numbers. Complete change of rou- 
tine every week. 

This is the first time the cafe 
has attempted to entertain custom- 
ers by floor attractions every night 
in the week. 





M. C. Switches 

Al Mitchell wiil replace Ben Black 
asm. c. at the Olympia, New Haven, 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Lew Forbes, formerly at Shea’s 
suffalo, Buffalo, switched to the 
Metropolitan, Boston. Vice Ince, 
former s. b. 1. at the Met., Boston, 
goes to the Metropolitan, Houston. 





Reg Connelly in N. Y. 

Reg Connelly, of Camprell & Con- 
nelly, English publishers, arrived in 
New York Friday with his general 
manager, F. MacMillan. 

30th will remain indefinitely 
look over the music field here. 


to 





Kid Star’s Radio Price 
Chicago, June 11. 
Davey Lee, appearing here in the 
B&K houses, will go on the air 
Thursday (June 13) night over 
WLS, receiving $750 for a 15-minute 
period between 10 and 11 p. m. 





Cadman’s Fox Operetta 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Charles Wakefield Cadman, sym- 
phonic and operatic composer, now 
with Fox to write an original oper- 
etta. 





Durante’s Col Discs 
Jimmy Durante has made a twe- 
sided Columbia disc, his first. 
Songs are Jimmy's own, words 
and music: “I Ups at Him” and 
“Broadway.” 





T. O. B. A. 


June 10 


“90 Dark Spots of Joy,"’ Liberty, 
tanooga. 


*‘Harlem Strollers,’’ 
“Radio Sam,” 
*‘Chocolate Town,’’ 
**Raisin’ Cain,"’ 
**We Got It,”’ 


Chat- 


Palace, Memphis, 
Houston, Texas. 
Globe, Cleveland, 
Ogden, Columbus. 
Koppin, Detroit. 


Zoe, 


*‘Brownskin Models,"" Frolic, Birming- 
ham. 

“Abraham from Birmingham,"’* Elmore, 
Pittsburgh 

“Miss Inez,"’ Lincoln, Louisville. 

*“‘Hot Ella,’’ Palace, Dayton. 

Whitman Sisters, Eighty-One, Atlanta. 


“Brown Gal,’ —— and Palace, Ashe- 
ville-Greenboro, N. 

Pd Go cease * Lincoln, Winston- 
Sale 

“Birth of Biues,’’ Washington, St. Louis. 

June 17 

Pg Dark Spots of Joy,” Bijcu, Nash- 
ville. 


‘‘Birth of Blues,’’ Palace, Memphis. 
“Hot Ella,’’ Globe, Cleveland. 
“Chocolate Town,’’ Ogden, Columbus. 
**Raisin’ Cain,’’ Koppin, Detroit. 
**Harlem Strollers,’’ Ella Moore, Dallas. 
‘“‘Brownskin Models,"’ Frolic, Birming- 
ham. 
‘*‘We Got It,’’ Elmore, Pittsburgh. 
“Shake Your Feet,’’ Lincoln, Louisville. 
“Abraham from Birmingham,"’ Palace, 
Dayton. 
Whitman Sisters, 
**Brown Gal,’’ 
‘Mies Inez,’ 


Eighty-One, Atlanta. 
Lincoln, Winston-Salem. 
* Washington, St. Louis. 





Supporting Gloria Swanson in un- 
titled picture, Robert Ames, Kay 
Hammond, Blanche Frederici: H. B. 
Walthall, 
cella Corday. 





Wally Albright and Mar- | 


——_— 

Sioux City Vaude 
Chicago, June 11, 

Orpheum, Sioux City, which dis- 

continued vaude several weeks ago 

in favor of all sound policy, returns 

to three days of vaude, 
starting June 16. 


first-half, 





Jimmy Conlin (Conlin and Glass) 
after reporting for several 
hearsals of the new Earl Carroll 
summer show, quit, dissatisfied with 
his assignment. 


re- 








AT LIBERTY 
FRANCIS X. HENNESSY, 
Scotch Piper, Irish Piper, 
Violinist (Musician), Dancer, 
Vaudeville, would join act or 


lady partner, ballad singer 
(between 35-45), Scotch-Irish 
playlet. 


Address care of Variety, 


or residence, 
403 West 48th St., 


New York City 








Wanted at Once 


Harmonica Players 
Must Play Chromatics 
BOX 100 
VARIETY, NEW YORK 























Four Feet with a Single Though 


NOW TOURING R-K-O CIRCUIT 


“The Lathrop Brothers, dancing; 
demons, stopped the show cold. 


—MILWAUKEE “JOURNAL.” 
Direction MILT LEWIS 
Associate, BILL COWAN 









W 





“MACK” 


“CHUCK’ 














Lackawanna 7876 


A ni sneeeiniey  * AGE*CY WHICH PRODUCES MORE 1 AN IT PROMISES 
NSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


New York City 











RADIO- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 


Circuit of Theatres 


VAUDEVILLE 











EXCHANGE 


General Booking Offices 


PALACE THEATRE 
BUILDING 
1564 Broadway 
NEW YORE CITY 

















CORPORATION 
1560-1564 Broadway, New York 


Telephone Exchange: Bryant 9300 


Cable Address: “RADIOKEITH” 


R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 


























NEW SOUTH WALES 








Australia’s Largest 


South Coast Circuit 


Crown, Wollongong Capacity 2000 
Sydney Town Hall, Wollongong “ 1600, 
Royal, Bulli as 1300 
Cagtiet City Capacity — Kings, Thirroul o 1400 
* 77 oT] 3 
—- “s “ 1600 Brisbane 
Crystal Palace “ S 1000 Wintergarden, City Capacity 2506 
Empress a “ 1000 Tivoli ” 2700 
Olympia ” © 2200 Majestic 8 a 1200 
Union de Luxe Valley - “ 1500 
(Marrickville) - 2306 
Union de Luxe Ia association with Birch, Carroll 
(Ashfield) a 2400 and Coyle, Ltd.: 
(in association) Toowoomba 
Prince Edward, City ¢ 1506 Empire Capacity 1700 
Ipswich 
Newcastle Wintergarden Capacity 2006 
Strand, Cit Capacity 1400 Bundaberg 
ea at ne 2000 New Wintergarden Capacity 1790 
Lyric “s so 1200 (In construction) 
Star (Merewether) ni 1106 Alrodrome o 1600 


ALWAYS OPENINGS FOR GOOD PRESENTATION AND BIG TIME ACTS 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCERS PLAY THEIR SILENT AND SYNCHRONIZED PICTURES ON OUR CIRCUITS EXCLUSIVELY 
Address Communications to STUART F. DOYLE, MANAGING DIRECTOR, HEAD OFFICE, 251a PITT STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 


New York Office: 729 Seventh Avenue, New York City, 
711, New Orpheum Buildings, Los 
London Office: Beacon House, D’Arblay Street, Warbour Street, 


T =_2 A nealac 


auvo +2445, 6400 


7 
Office: 
awvwe 


Gusita 


ww eee ew 


UNION THEATRES 


AUSTRALIA 


Maryborough 
Bungalow Capacity 1100 
Airodrome - 1600 
Rockhampton 
Wintergarden Capacity 2004 
Fariscourt = ote 
Townsville 
Wintergarden Capacity 1804 
Olynipia ” 2200 
Mount Morgan 
Olympia Capacity 1106 
VICTORIA 
Melbourne 
State, City Capacity 41006 
(Australia’s Largest 
Theatre) 
Majestic, City eA 1800 
Melba “ ” 1200 
Britannia =“ = 1000 


or to 


in Australia 


In aseociation with Electric 
Theatres Pty., Ltd.: t WESTERN 
Paramount, C ‘ity Capacity ages AUSTRALIA 
Star Bo 
Strand - aad 1185 
. Perth 
In association with E. J. Sasved: Asthaessieis eah Ca ” cies 
‘s : 2 na 2 
Athenaeum, City Capacity 1200 Prince of Wales aay pacity 2500 
fis “ “ 
Melbcurne Suburbs Pavilion “ " 1000 
Mooree Ponds Capacity 1400 
Burnley a 1050 Fremantle 
Empress, Prahran " 1200 ¥ 
West Brunswick “ 1000 Princess Capacity 1400 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA TASMANIA 
Adelaide Hobart 
West's Olympia, City, Capacity 2500 His Majesty’s, City Capacity 1700 
| Andee oe “ tioe Launceston 
York sat bend 1800 Princess Capacity 1550 
Wondergraph = 7 1500 Majestic “ 1400 


UNDER THE MOST CONGENIAL CONDITIONS 


N. Y. 
Angeles, Cal. 


LTD. 


and Most Important Picture, Talkie and Vaudeville Circuits Covering Every 
State and Important City 


London, E. C., 3. 
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PARAMOUNT 

(4The Surprise Party”—Unit) 

New York, June 8. 

With Rudy Vallee’s exodus and 
Paul Ash’s return from Brooklyn 
sexy vibrations from girl children 
are replaced by regular 
atmosphere on the Paramount stage 
this week. Even though he had his 
co-workers build him up like a 
maestro who was giad to honor the 
crowd with his presence. Ash and 
his offering, a frail dedication to 
motherhood with the routine inter- 
lude, registered well at the early 
matinee. The feature, “Studio 
Murder Mystery,” although fiancially 
obviously an answer to the indie ex- 
hib’s prayer for lower talker rentals, 
filled out the bill. 

Ballett of twelve changed vari- 
eolored, old-fashioned costume in 
opener for ostrich-feathered hoop 
skirt effects in finale. 

Biggest reception to workers in 
unit given to contortionist member 
of three Lime Bros., clowning. Boy 
in black headgear so good he had 
large part of house figuring he was 
dummy until whipping off outfit. 
Then he was called back three times. 
Other two as baggage smashers had 
little to do except twist limbs of the 
third. 


Second to be recognized was 
Peggy Bernier, introduced as a 
Broadway debutante. She sang 


three flapper and cake eater num- 
bers in a way that nearly doubles 
her diction for Helen Kane’s. 


Andrew and Louise Carr hoofed 
conventionally at first, but in a re- 
peat doubled in dog fashion that 
brought a big response. 

Ziaya, fat male piano player, 
knocked out a few solos. His cracks 
about jazz and the classics got 
laughs. 

Jesse Crawford worked his organ 
en “Maybe,” “I Have a Feelin’ I'm 
Fallin’” and “Tear Drops” before 
his wife appeared at the right con- 
sole and helped him on “Louise.” 

Paramount newsreel allowed the 
big screen to be used for a few sec- 
onds when wide projection was used 
on a Tucson horse round-up. Waly. 


ACADEMY 


(“Hollywood Studio Girls”—Unit) 


If the Fanchon & Marco “Ideas” 
keep coming the way they have, 
with the Academy down 14th street 
way sold prettily on them, with the 
seconé, “Hollywood Studio Girls,” 
there this week and seoring a cork- 
ing impression Monday night, then 
it looks like an easy summer for 
Jack Loeb and Phil Bloom around 
the Fox vaude booking sanctum. 

FE. & M. outfit comes along and 
solves a problem for the twice 
weekly changing. It has kept the 
Fox buyers raising the ante on the 
other circuits, taking away acts. 
Not that the “Ideas’ will wholly 
eliminate the vaude procedure, but 
they will go a long way toward 
bringing the picture house presen- 
tation into more popular play in the 
vaudfilm houses. Of course, this re- 
fers to the Fox houses now playing 
the F. & M,. units up for the first 
time hereabouts. 

The F. & M. “Idea,” judging from 
the first two in New York, must be 
given consideration, especially as 
pleasing and varied entertainment. 
And it should be admitted that F, & 
M. in pioneering their “Ideas” on 
the west coast have had a lot to do 
with the present deluge of units 
now hitting the eastern vaude 
houses, 

Where comparisons between east- 
made units and the F. & M. “Ideas” 
are made the latter will win. Indi- 
vidual talent may stand out in the 
units, but on general class, ensem- 
bles and rhythmic, co-ordinated 
work of the girls F. & M. stands 
out. F. & M. contingents dress up 
the stage and show what consistent 
practice will do. The femmes are to 
the fore on nifty work. And as 
F. & M. frame them, vaude can 
probably play them oftener and 
more regularly than they can with 
the spasmodic presentment of an 
occasional New York feminine en- 
semble asking more money than the 
western bunch. 

The standout here is the girlsh 
bevy of 15 finely trained, evenly 
balanced steppers, showing the 
hand of a skillful instructor. Miss 
Fanchon’'s style, precision, neatness, 
dispatch and team work are written 
over every number of this Idea. One 
must pass the palm to an Indian 
number. Another was “Half and 
Half,” in which the girls in a semi- 
darkened stage with electrically 
subdued lighting make impregssion- 
istic the black half of the girls 
through dark leg coverings and 
then swing around and show a 
white half of the row. This effect 
with each girl in a loud-colored wig 
made the girls appear one-legged as 
they went through their neat 
routine. 

A closing gag was decidedly pic- 
turesque and colorful. Miss: Fan- 
chon uses an upstage array of steps 
on which the girls assemble and at 
first present a reminder of the old 
panel .effect of the living picture 
models, the girls assuming different 
poses as the principals downstage 
engage in animated movement to 
provide for the finale. A smagefui 
for an eyeful., 

With the idea as m. c. is Frank 


business | 


| 


brand new. He is an easy worker, 
has a voice that does not grind the 
eardrums and he makes 
heard. This alone is in his favor 
in such a big house as the Academy. 

Jenks has f 


a peculiar encore guf- 
jfaw that works up as he goes 
along. He also is gingery and sings 





ES SS a 


Jenks, To the east this boy seems! 
7 


well enough to make a specialty 
along that line bring applause. 
Jenks is the type of boy an audi- 
ence likes better as he ambles along 
with his gags and introductions. He 
doesn’t attempt any intimacy with 
an audience or stand alone too long. 

Helen and Frank Allen have an 
Apache dance that is a corker. Not 
so radically diff from others with 
the Apache routine, but it was the 
devil-may-care way they worked. 
Oscar Taylor with baritone soloing 
getting a play, with those femmes 
moving in and around the stage 
gracefully. That gets away from 
the idea of a song being sung 
alone. A good voice has Oscar. 

This F. & M. gives the east a 
glimpse of a new style songstress, 
Lydia Roberty, Polish, and admits 
it. She swings into a bit of native 
tongue to help the impression. 
She’s a sprightly blonde girl, viva- 
cious and gets just enough partner- 
ship help from Jenks to make her 
worth while. 


“Hollywood Studio Girls” clicked. 
That is some statement when one 
considers that the Academy has 
been going in for the numerically 
strong femme outfits. 

In the regular vaude were four 
acts, Rosemary Deering and Co. 
opening the show; light affair, with 
Miss Deering the best part; Ewing 
Eaton, about the hardest working 
single girl now in vaude, who 
mixes up violin playing, one song 
and some pleasing tapping and ac- 
robatic work; Charles Ahearn and 
comedy band, mopup here with no 
hoke comedy ahead; and May 
Usher, doing unusually well with 
her impressions. Incidentally, Miss 
Usher was forced to come back for 
an encore, and did not do her Yid- 
dish bridge number. 


Screen had a silent Fox reel as 
well as the Movietone News and a 
short talking subject, besides the 
feature, “Valiant” (Fox). 


Judicious timing by that mana- 
gerial maestro, Johnny Osborne, 
had the show running through so 
that it was out long before mid- 
night. 


Biz somewhat off Monday eve. 
Mark. 


Pittsburgh, June 7. 

For the first time since this de- 
luxer in East Liberty went stage 
band it’s getting more entertain- 
ment out of stage’s permanent fix- 
tures—m, c., dancing chorus and 
musicians—than out of all the three 
featured turns put together. In a 
neighborhood house like this there’s 
an opportunity to develop local favs 
in the band and chorus and manage- 
ment evidently has come to realize 
this at last. Drummer and one cor- 
net player with real laugh pans are 
getting specialties every once in a 
While to good results, and one of 
the choristers works with Dick 


Powell, m. ¢c., almost weekly in a 
blackout skit. 


Powell crashes through for the 
individual smash of the show with 
his warbling of “Honey.”’. He had 
the flaps hanging onto their seats 
before he was half through. If he’d 
stick to those crooning numbers in- 
stead of trying to essay something 
jazzy as he has been in the past, 
there wouldn’t be anything to it. 
Nice looker, Powell spreads all over 
the place and mob, especially 
femmes, ate it up. Watching him 
in this week's show, there’s only one 
conclusion—he's either been mis- 
managed or has misguided himself 
in his several months here. 


Next for returns was a “Floro- 
dora Sextet” number, in which six 
chorines and six from band partici- 
pated. Clothed in garb of that day, 
they burlesqued the whole thing, 
with little fellows playing opposite 
big dames and vice versa, and tying 
things in a knot for a minute or so. 
They ought to pull more of this 
tomfoolery in a nab house, nothing 
like it, 

Of the featured turns, Jo and Jane 
MacKenna, with their eccentric 
dance, stood out. Gal’s flair for 
burlesque is great boon for turn and 
it helps put comedy stuff over with 
bang. Harriet Hilliard, billed as a 
“personality girl,” was that and no 
more. Not a songster, she tried a 
couple of numbers that went blooey 
and then danced a bit, considerably 
better than her singing. Lang and 
Volk, male song team, mugged more 
than they sang and results were in- 
different. Both have excellent 
voices, but don't use them right and 
have unfortunate selection of num- 
bers. 

Blackout skit, in which hubby 
comes upon man with wife, depends 
upon laughs from silly, nance voice 
of hubby and isn't so forte, but 
seemed oke for type of crowd En- 
right draws. Irma Gutheorl, only 
woman organist in town, plays and 


that’s all 
tise. & Al 


Picture, “The Bachelor. Girl,” 
dialog (Columbia), and another} 
nightmare for house. Cohen. 


himself |! 





~ STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 





Not a bad idea here this week in| the usual assortment of shorts, the 


“Campus Capers,” 
| kind of acts, 
to combine 


but the wrong 


best features of 
Yourself’ and probably “Good 
|New 8,” but sags badly in spots and 
is anything but what audience 
would expect of a gang of college 
cut-ups, Dancing chorus puts a lot 
of life into proceedings but not 
enough to redeem the whole. 

Fans liberal with their hands but 
more than a couple of turns would 
be committing larceny in trying to 
claim any of the credit. They should 
present a laurel wreath to Charlie 
Melson, m. c. He gives acts every- 
thing and more than they’re worth, 
getting applause for them when it 
seems a crime. Refuses to let a 
performer off while there's a clap 
left in the audience and stirs up a 
lot of noise when the house is 
; presumably cold. Acts coming in 
here can’t blame anybody but them- 
selves if they flop, for Melson does 
yeoman duty for each. 

Opening has a group of studes 
tossing a freshman around in a 
blanket, a la Warings, with Grace 
Barry, blues-shouting youngster, on 
with chorus singing excerpts from 
“Freshie” and “Collegiate.” A little 
blonde cutie from the ensemble 
steps out for nice tap effects, with 
Grace Barry and chorus coming 
back on for wind-up, which brings 
Melson on stage in cap and gown 
telling dames to blow and “get their 
gin.” Maureen and Sonny, brother 
jand sister dance team, crash 
|through with some excellent rou- 
tines, especially Sonny, whose ec- 
centric steps knock into a cocked 
hat any of the previous kids’ stuff 
ever seen around here, Maureen, 
dainty blonde, who backs her looks 
up with ability and kids got a dandy 
hand, in fact, the best of the after- 
noon, 

Edison and Gregory next, getting 
music out of balloons, auto tire 
pumps and the like. Great stuff in 
band act but it’s flat here and slows 
everything down. Boys did them- 
selves no good by sticking too long. 
Should have had time cut at least 
in half at outset. 

Production number, featuring 
Miss Barry and Jack Hewitt, tenor 
and formerly piano accompanist in 
vaude, singing “You’ve Got A Way 
With You” never came off. He- 
witt’s voice didn’t carry beyond the 
first few rows and the Barry kid 
did her best to hold it up but to no 
avail, Number interposed by excel- 
lent eccentric dance by same un- 
billed chorus cutie who did tap stuff 
for opening. 

Wally Jackson’s stuff too fanfiliar 
for comfort. He did the same rou- 
tine as when at the Penn a few 
months back in a Publix unit. 
Starts off leading a German band 
and then goes into his dance. Mob 
liked him here nevertheless. Mel- 
son has clever singing skit, a trifle 
off color but well received. War- 
bling “Best Things in Life Are 
Free” to chorus girls, collectors 
come on one by one demanding 
payment for clothing, successively 
removing coat, shoes, shirt and tie. 
When still another appears, Melson 
makes move as if to slip off trousers 
when “collector” announces he’s 
from hospital and Melson’s wife just 
had twins. That gives m. c. his tag 
line, “Best Things in Life Are Free.” 
Got results. 

Finale take-off on Waring’s “True 
Blue” number from “Hello Your- 
self’ and flags of three local uni- 
versities lowered to stage, great ap- 
plause-getters. 

Dave Broudy’s overture, arranged 
by Jerry Mavyhall, based on “Tales 
of Hoffmann,” with street scene in 
Venice for background. A couple of 
solo bits, one by coronet and other 
by violin, stood out. Choristers had 
little to do except drape themselves 
about stage. Cana! boat dragged 
across stage at back for close. Ber- 
nie Armstrong’s organ solo, “A Les- 
son in Music” and he still gets 
audience to sing. 

Picture, “Careers,” dialog (FN), 
with audience snickering at Billie 
Dove’s lousy sobbing. Cohen. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Thru the Gates” —Unit) 
Los Angeles, June 7. 

Possessed of a reputation which 
has preceded him to the east, Rube 
Wolf is no disappointer. Operating 
from the pit, Wolf has an undeni- 
able personality, both as to audience 
address, his style of show pacing 
and baton wielding. It readily ex- 
plains the wherefore and whyfore 
of his Coast rep. 

Maybe as a matter of form or as 
a new test question, Wolf's con- 
eluding address to his audience as 
to whether or not they liked stage 
acts with their pictures was greeted 
with a flattering salvo. It is the 
second or third time this has been 
noticed in the Fox-Loew houses 
along the road heading west. It 
was so at the World, Omaha, that 
a trailer asked for a similar defi- 
nite expression of opinion, indicat- 
ing a seeming dubiousness in the 
directorial minds of the Fox-Loew 
theatre operators anent the pres- 
entation policy. 

Current Fanchon and Marco Idea 
lat this stand is captioned “Thru the 
iGates,.” with realistic lattice and 
| stolid nortals as the motif for in- 
troducing the talent. Show on the 
|} whole, considering the 50-cent top 














Presentation attempts | minutes, 
“Hello | 


for the 
Chaney’s 


Lon 
West” 


mat, is great value. 
“Where East Is 
(M-G) is the flicker, and, along with 
F & M stage portion running 40 
paced by Wolf, makes for 
a bargain day entertainment. 
Benny and Weston, Marvel (the 
deaf mute esthetic stepper), Cush- 
ing and Hutton, and Billy “Uke” 
Carpenter, a seeming added starter, 
are the highlights. Benny and 
Weston are variety standards, with 
their whisk broom double routine, 
fortified by another quasi-eccentric 
dance double. Marvel is a vaude 
vet, his whirling and plastic toe 
work registering here, further en- 
hanéed by Wolf's manner of sales- 
manship from the trench. Carpen- 
ter uked his way to a hotch-cha 
score with the torrid rhythmics 
topped by a novelty double of “St. 
Louis Blues,” with Wolf as straight. 
Ensemble numbers have up to 38 
people on the stage, of which two 
separate choral units of 16 and 20 
are the mainstays. A military ma- 
neuver by the mixed score was a 
spontaneous applause winner. Wolf 
registered with a trumpet specialty 
which, from understanding, is not 
an unusual occurrence, and, from 
rendition, an understandable feat. 
The m. c. toots a sweet muted 
brass solo. Pit band's interpreta- 
tion of “She’s a Good Girl” was not 
without its comedy opportunities. 
On the matter of the band perhaps 
a fresh easterner would suggest 
that the boys go in for hard-front 
shirts after the Wolf gang has bee. 
clicking regardless for so long, bu‘ 
in truth that would tone up the gen- 
eral ensemble effect of the outfit. 


General staging is impressive, al- 
though one line of girls—the double 
octet—was a bit awry. As a unit 
that chorus of 20 took medals with 
their maneuvers, but all combined, 
the pageant effects were a riot of 
color and impressed, 

Abel. 


ROXY 
New York, June 8. 

Next Saturday starts the new 
summer policy of the Roxy dedi- 
cated to frivolity, birds, bees and 
flowers. After sitting through the 
agonizing Overture to “Rienzi” most 
persons will probably offer this in 
evidence as the type of stuff to be 
avoided by the production depart- 
ment if they seek to woo the muse 
of gaiety. 

“Rienzi” is one of those seldom 
heard overtures. It is safe to say 
only an educated Wagnerian ear 
could enjoy its’ sickly, neurotic 
theme with the fish-horn overtones. 
It is distinctly not music for pic- 
ture house patronage. 

In -pleasant contrast the current 
program has two.sprightly ballets, 
“La Serenade” and “Impressions of 
Aida.” Latter is operatic, but domi- 
nated by the dancers. Only criti- 
cism is the over-long soprano aria. 
AS a general proposition soloes run- 
ning to such length are at least a 
hurdle that may be cleared by any 
very safe margin. Yet Viola Philo 
delivered it splendidly. Saturday 
afternoon verdict favorable. So per- 
haps the objection is captious. 

“La Serenade” is still another 
paraphrase on Harlequin and Co- 
lumbine raised by Roxy arithemetic 
and Isvishness to the ’nth degree. 
Pretty, dainty and brightly climaxed 
by Russell Markert’s Roxyettes, it’s 
the “summery” stuff the production 
cabinet evidently plans and wants. 

As a passing salute for Betsy 
Ross there’s “To Our Flag.” Roxy 
chorus shadowed by patriotic em- 
blems and bunting sing, “Columbia, 
the Gem of the Ocean.” A fitting 
and applause-stirring commemora- 
tion of Flag Day (June 14). 

“The One Woman Idea” (Fox) 
silent feature and the always- 
diverting Fox Movietone Newsreel 
complete the show. Land, 


METROPOLITAN 


Boston, June 11, 


Big drive is on by Publix to build 
a June business for this 5,000 ca- 
pacity, but results to date are dis- 
couraging. Met knows that it has 
lost some business and plenty of 
patronage through the picture end 
of its programs and June is de- 
voted to an attempt to exploit all 
talking features and shorts. ‘This 
week brought the “Studio Murder 
Mystery” with a fair draw under 
heavy advertising, and Eddie Can- 
tor in a Ziegfeld “Whoopee” two- 
reel plug that scored a bullseye, 

Unit is “Over the Top” with 
Johnny Burke and little else. It 
shapes up as a lean unit at the 
present time although Burke has 
developed more comedy than usual- 
ly injected into this type of p-o- 
duction. 

The only personality on the en- 
tire bill who did not seem licked 
was Guy Harrison, guest conductor, 
He did a Rubinstein program in 
honor of the National Federation of 
Music Clubs which is in convention 
this week in Boston. Harrison has 
the town* begging for more right 
now and can probably hold over for 
the entire summer, 


Dancing in the Grand Lounge at 


~ ORIENTAL 


(“Flapper Follies”—Unit) 


Chicago, June 7. 
The “B” unit route is thinning. 
“Flapper Follies” plays only three 
weeks — Oriental, Norshore and 
Paradise. Within three weeks there 
may be no “B” route, and the Ori- 


ental will start using “A” units pro- 
duced in the east. Popularity of the 


Straight sound policy is responsible. 
“Flapper Follies” is a Lou Me- 
Dermott production, with probably 


the lousiest finale ever staged in a 
major picture house. With the band 
dressed as jellies and the ballet as 
flaps there is some adherence to 
the title until that finale, when the 
rear-stage platform is given over 
to a gypsy camp setting and a gent 
sings “Vagabond Lover,” slow as a 
choir. As a song plug it might be 
okay, and if it’s that, who gets the 
rakeoff? The biggest procession of 
walkouts the Oriental has ever seen 
greeted that finale. 

Start of the unit is more like it, 
with the ballet as flaps in front of 
a theatre alley drop, begging Al 
Kvale, m. c., in song to give them 
a chance in the “Follies.” He turns 
them down cold. Later in the show 
they are brought out for a test, one 
girl demonstrating an acrobatic rou- 
tine while the flap ballet plays fol- 
low-the-leader. Brought a sizeable 
hand. 

Al Kvale could be sent east any 
time from now on as a western sen- 
sation. He is the only m. ec. in Chi- 
cago retaining that drawing power 
once held by all the better m. c.’s 
when the racket was in its prime. 
He has developed into an able di- 
rector and a first rate clown comic, 
but still possessing a mess of femme 
appeal Jespite his funny antics. 

Most of the rest is Evelyn Wilson, 
back on a quick repeat booking and 
proving she could click several con- 
secutive weeks if they’d book her, 
She has two surefire styles of work: 
one as the gal who tries to make 
the m. c. in song, and the other a 
drunk characterization in male at- 
tire. Also she has gags, numerous 
and good. 

Kvale and Miss Wilson were 
about the works, teaming toge rs 
in two spots nad making the Fad 
of the show look sick in comparis6n. 
Most of it was sick, anyway. Why 
the band should stand in line for a 
vocal number through colored and 
interiorally lighted megaphones just. 
a couple of weeks after the same 
thing was done by Benny Meroff’s 
band at a rival theatre is beyond 
the concepts of ethical showman- 
ship. This is a good entertaining 
band, deserving of original material 
One bit scoring heavily was the 
playing of a pop number by blowing 
in bottles—one bottle to a musician. 
If that bit belongs to the band, it 
deserves the reception it got. 

Jack Riano, eccentric dancer, fol- 
lowed the first Kvale-Wilson num- 
ber and didn’t have a chance. In a 
normal spot he could catch on. Paul 
Kirkland, standing atop a ladder and 
making it do taps, finishes with a pa- 
per cone balanced on his nose as he 
dashes around the stage. Standard 
in vaude, and a capable picture 
house act. Kirkland slipped at the 
first show here, and the ladder sock- 
ed him on the dome. Jarred, but not 
broken, ’ 

Henri Keates, organ soloist, start- 
ed his community singing with an 
amplified microphone announcement 
and carried the broadcasting idea 
throughout the song slides. Usual 
heavy and raucous vocal response, 
Sweet music to any singing bee 
king’s ear. 

First “Topics of the Day” in dialog 
seen in this city was fair in laugh 
results. “Studio Murder Mystery” 
(Par) feature. Pathe sound news 
and Paramount silent clips com- 
pleted. 

Attendance moderately strong. 

Bing. 





Engagements 


— Clark, Palace stock, Peoria, 





Alan Doone, Arthur Allard, Edna 
Keeley, Crystal stock, St. Joe, Mo. 

Hubert Druce by Bernard Levey 
for “Son of Lucretia Borgia,” now 
in rehearsal. 

Cast complete for Carroll’s new 
show, opening June 24 in Atlantic 
City: Will Mahoney, William Dema- 
rest, Patsy Kelly, Dorothy Britton, 
Amar, George Trivott, Grace Worth, 
Colby Worth, Catherine Wright, 
Dorothy Carroll, Dan Howard, 
Phelps Twins, Eileen Healy, Estelle 
Fratus, Eddie Diamond is stage 
manager. 


Shubert’s “Broadway Night; 
Odette Myrtil, Dr. Rockwell, Rita 
Owen, Meredith Lean, Keating 


Twins, Peggy Cornell, Sheila Bar- 
rett, Harry J. Conley, Eddie Shu- 
bert, Joe Phillips, George Schiller, 
Frank Gaby, Sam Raynor, Harry 


Stockwell, Oscar and Joe Martin, 
Yechi Nimura, King, King and 
King, Archie Foulk, Laura Lee, 


George Dobbe. 

Jimmy Savo, “Almanacks.” 

Will and Gladys Ahern, Carroll's 
“Pickings.” 

Beth Meakins, 
(Boston). 


“Follow Thru” 








10:30 is being attempted this week 
to build up the last show during 
| the weather Tt lInoked lasti 
inight as though Claire would be} 
able to put it over. Libby. | 


hat 


Lawrence C. O’Brien, Isobel Ver- 
“Topical . 


non, Nips,” talker gag 
series, 
“Chick” Chandler, Shuberts. 
Dorothy Grayce, “Follow ‘Trnru” 


(Chicago). 
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46 VARIETY 

Ca 
PALACE to $9,500 prev.cusly. This means an 
\eeregente nut of close to $16,000, 
(St. Vaude) quite sufficient when tl gross runs 
May sound captious, but a bill only from $12,000 to $1¥,000, prob- 

: ibly below the former figure. 

framed as the present week's, and| Vaude is a mixture of big and 
clicking unmistakably as it does,| J.al time ana fell far below the 
probably does a lot of harm| prilliantly bireh standard of the in- 
through setting up as valid the idea | itial three weeks. As 4 grind bill 
that song and dances in themselves | it would have sized up only as medi- 
constitute a vaudeville show. ocre. Yet, considering the bargain 
Excepting those tuxedoed equili- | 75c tariff and the first-rate sateen 
brists. Chevalier Bros., who opened | “Mary Dugan,” a real screen attrac- 
the bill. it was an unremitting bar-| tion which offset the vaudeville’s 
rage of hoofing and warbling during | weakness, it was plenty good enough 
three hours. None of the traditional | —better, in fact, than an unrespon- 


elements of variety were present. It 


was simply picture house diversion, 
fast and peppy, often funny, un- 
questionably successful in the pres- 


ent instance, but dangerous for that 
reason as a precedent 

Anyone who attends v: Ludeville 
regularly knows that the percentage 
of flop bills among those booked on 
this basis is very high and that 
genuine clicks are rare. 

To start with, Herman Timberg’s 
Varieties (New Acts) is one unit in 
a hundred. This unit cannot be ac- 
cepted as typical at all, as it strikes 
and holds a standard of brightness, 
class, comedy and wow specialties 
as far ahead of the average vaude 
unit as a Schwab and Mandel musi- 
cal is in front of a Gus Sun tab. 

Units for the first half of the 
Palace bill are not new. Some have 
done well, most have just sneaked 
in on forbearance. In other words, 
bookers complacently satisfied with 
admittedly strong bills like the cur- 
rent one are encouraged to work 
the booking formula overtime, heed- 
less of the law of averages being 
overwhelmingly against them. 

Rearrangement of the batting or- 
der Sunday matinee moved Helen 
Kane, held over, second after inter- 
mission instead of capping the first 
section, which signed off with the 
Timbergs. Vanessi’s revue was off 
the bill, being replaced by “Ebony 
Scandals” (New Acts), fast moving 
colored turn that is oke, and lost 
only about the average number 
reaching for their hats when the 
next-to-closing turn fades. 

Miss Kane in her second week 
opened with “That’s My Weakness,” 


rbara Blair, comedienne with 
Timberg. She wag greeted enthusi- 
astically. Selection of songs npt so 
auspicious, similarly treating of 
Miss Kane’s boy friends, all of them 
being bashful or unusual. 

Miss Kane seems to have a yen 
for dramatic ballads, judging by 
her persistent use of “Looking for 
My Yankee Doodle Boy,” to which 
her baby voice and cutie style are 
not adapted. She was becomingly 
dressed in a yellow frock and 
looked, as usual, like the Queen of 
the May at Vassar. , 

‘Billy and Elsa Newell's polite 
eomicking decorated the well pun- 
ished target with a cleaf hit in the 
region of the bull’s-eye. 

‘Joe Frisco, “glad he ‘had reached 


sive public deserves. 

Of the six acts only two stood out 
as topnotchers— Trixie Friganza, 
headliner, ard Mitchell and Durant, 
Latter back with the same act pre- 
sented here cnly a few months ago 
during ithe grinc policy. 

Gracie Thomas Circus, 
amacked very much 
Usual “educated” pony. 
time for the deucer, 
Forsythe and Kelly, 
and comedy, with one sap comecian 
and other straight man, Routine 
and brand of humor from early va- 
riety days. Cne or two yarns very 
blue, including tale about man who 
wanted to know if his wife had 
swallowed a street car when he re- 
turned and discovered a conductor 
under her bed. Harmony singing 
won applause and caused pair to 
stop. show, with a speech wy For- 
sythe, 

Arthur Corey, heralded as “Amer- 
ica’s foremost dancer,” returned with 
the same act he has done here on 
several occasions. Corey’s adagio 
work with girl partner and his acro- 
batics always sensational and ac- 
ceptable, if not particularly out- 
standing. Singing couple add noth- 
ing toe the act. 


As full of per and exuberance as 
the most kittenish soukret and the 
liveliest flupper, Miss Friganza, 
scorning the 18 days diet and gloat- 
ing in her wealth of avoirdupois, 
had a scft spct after what had gone 
before. She proved as welcome as 
a divorce decree in Hellywood. 

Mitchell and Durant show-stop- 
ping applause and iavgh riot next 
to shut. Their remarkable somer- 
saults, whirls and twists prove no 
less astounding when seen a sec- 
ond time. 

Robbins Trio, closing, offered the 
same type of roller skating act pre- 
sented he:e by another trio that 
opened last weck’s bill. 

Starting at &.25, vaude was over 
at $:50. Pathe sound news pre- 
ceded “Dugan,” that ran nearly two 
hours, 

Lower fioor about three-fourths 
filled: upper shelf, less than half. 
Not nearly enough. Rees. 


WORLD 


(OMAHA) 
Omaha, June 6. 


opening, 
small time. 
More small 
occupied by 
male singing 





the -Palace ahead of Movietone,” 
pulled a couple for the boys only, 
with the girls in the audience pre- 
ferring not to ask their male com- 
panions what was the point. 
Business pretty good first show 
on the Sabbath and a clamoring 
multitude roped off in the lobby 
waiting to rewarm the just vacated 
benches. Land, 


-HENNEPIN 


(Vaudfilm) 
Minneapolis, June 7. 

Fourth week of the two-a-day, 
reserved seat policy and the fourth 
week in the red for the Hennepin- 
Orpheum! It’s getting to be an old 
story. 

To a rank outsider it appears that 
the only salvation for this house 
Mes in getting down its nut to a 
reasonable level. Easier said than 
done. With~-prices for top-notch 
acts and sound pictures sky high, 
the problem of reducing operating 
casts may be one for an Einstein 
to solve. Matinees have fallen off 
to next to nothing since the slight 
tilt in the tariff. 

There does not seem to be suf- 
ficient vaudfilm trade available in 
this burg to produce the $16,000 to 
$19,000 gross per week necessary to 
make both ends meet. 

Chance tide will turn this fall and 
winter if the policy can survive un- 
til that time. The 2-a-day had a 
better look-in if started then instead 
of at the approaching summer time. 

Atsence of sufficient feminine ap- 
peal and lack of new material, nov- 
elties and new acts—vaude old bug- 
bears-—have been in evidence in the 
twe-a-day fare thus far offered, al- 

(though that fare, for the most part, 
has rated high in quality. Pictures 
have been a thousandfold better 
than the house had when it ran two- 





A load of a Fanchon and Marco 
idea at the Omaha World theatre 
titled “Songs I Love” with the 
Stroud Twins featured. Roy Smoot 
is sub-featured, and a serviceable 
tenor. 


Fox’s “Movietone Follies” on 
screen and a sample what the future 
holds in store in the line of musical 
comedy staging and photographic 
ideas. Some of those prismatic cam- 
era effects were quite the pecans 
and the staging, credited to Fanchon 
and Marco and Archie Gottler, like- 
wise impressed. 


Stroud Twins a good idea of what 
fly comedians get away with in the 
hinterland. They pull plenty fa- 
miliar hokum such as cracking wise 
at the expense of the Hotel Fon- 
tenelle, seemingly Omaha’s most 
expensive hostelry. They pull the 
familiar gag with the prop spoon 
from the coat pocket to remind 
themselves where they are stopping 
and wheezes such as “25 chorus 
boys and 25 chorus: girls makes 50 
chorus girls in all.” 


Much of their chatter is tart, such 
as the crack about studying. anat- 
omy at Vassar: “There were 12 girls 
in my class, eight of them I was 
sure of’; and “Did you take phys- 
ics?” 

However, the Omahans have a 
rep for going for that sort of flip- 
pancy in a big. way. 

The World management fs said 
to have denied any affiliation. with 
Fox but: there is every indication 
of a working agreement. House 
plays Fox shorts and features al- 
though buying film material in the 
open market. The F. & M. units 
confirm the suspicion. 

“Songs of Love” is a fair unit 
idea. Because of the song ballad 
motifs, it is necessarily a _ polite 
revue, but holds some snappy stag- 


ing and a flock of good dancing. 
a-day before. Strength of these} Permane and Shelley, John and 
sound and talking screen offerings| Harriet Griffith, Huff and Hunt, Don 


shou'd counteract any distaste for 
vaudeville and bring in the apa- 
thetic femmes. But it hasn’t worked 
out that way thus far. 

In one respect, this week’s bill 
fs a step in the right direction. It 
represents—for the vaude portion— 
an outlay of only about $3,500, as 
compared to around $6,500 during 
the first three weeks and about $3,- 
000 for the old grind vogue. _The 
sereen program put ite usuai $3,150 
additional dent in the house pocket- 
book, making the total entertain- 
ment outlay this week approxi- 


pmately,$6,729, as compared to $8,500 
*- ‘> Le eae ‘ at? 


and Rita and Ruth and Roper are 
among the dance teams. 

The World is seemingly uncertain 
of its stage presentation policy, 
flashing a trailer requesting audi- 
ence comment definitely as regards 
its liking or dislike of the units, 

At the Hotel Fontenelle, Art Ran- 


dalt holds forth as Omaha’s fore- 
most maestro of syncopation. Ran- 
lall oaffieintes far luncheon. dinner 


and supper and is also considerably 
in demand for private social func- 
tions. He has 2 corking combo. 


Abel. 











ORPHEUM 


(St. Vaude) 


Los Angeles, June 9. 

House was in a jam for a head- 
line. on the current week, probable 
explanation of Gus Arnheim and 
Band doubling between the Ambas- 
sador and this twice daily stand in 
mid-June, Arnheim hops to Frisco 
next week, which gives him a vaude- 
ville sendoff for his European jaunt. 
Town is heavy on hearing and read- 
ing of bands right now with Aaron- 
son staging a $10 cover premiere at 
the Roosevelt Hotet Monday night 
for his Commanders and the room 
sold clean in advance, plus White- 
man coming into the Pan next Sat- 
urday. 

Arnheim ticked off 23 minutes in 
doing seven numbers including 
femme song and acrobatic dance 
specialists. Outfit Is a local fav and 
does play sweet dance music. Dozen 
boys are more soothing than hot 
and adhere to a modulated style 
based upon an excellent sense of 
rhythm. Crew has more value on 
stage .than in screen shorts. Closing 
intermission here, but opening when 
unwinding by reel and disk. 


Girls aided the tmpression with 
the natives, the dancer being a lim- 
ber youngster bending all over the 
floor, and June Clyde, who may be 
from a local late spot, warbling a 
pop. Latter encored by repeating 
the ditty, which couldn't stand the 
added strain. 

Show is making a nice afternoon 
or evening of it for the regulars or 
drop-ins, the puneh coming early 
with Bert Gordon Na. 3 and Buck 
and Bubbles the follow-up. 

Combination made it tough for 
the rest of bill which had Frank 
Devoe opening intermission and 
Anatole Friedland’s revue until bed- 
time. Gordon vacuumed the house 
for laughs and when they weren't 
chortling, the stub holders were get- 
ting an eyeful of Louise Squires, 
who doesn’t have to be simonized. 
A lot of perpendicular blonde, with 
Gordon taking a chance bringing her 
into a locale which commercializes 
a front. By the time the comic had 
reached his burlesque on “Dan 
McGrew,” he had as much and more 
than he may have expected, but that 
didn’t impede an applause tornado 
for the colored pair who principally 
reaped on Bubbles’ taps. 

Over a stretch of years there's no 
telling how much this boy has im- 
proved. Bubbles is now on the 
short end of a six to five wager 
when coupled in conversation with 
Bill Robinson, and many are willing 
to take even money if it comes to 
a contest. Don’t ever doubt that 
this lad has become one of the top 


more than three equals. Only name 
to mind, other than Robinson, is 
Buddy Bradley, who restricts his 
stuff to Billy Pierce’s studio. Bub- 
bles’ syncopated rhythmic taps did 
nothing except tear this assemblage 
apart.’ Crossfire holds enough to 
meet filler requirements and Buck 
ean still:give a piano a high tem- 
perature. Only slip appears to be 
a four horseman gag which should 
go out. Just not in keeping. 

Friedland told ’em all about his 
Manhattan night club, with nobody 
interested, but kept the seats filled 
for his closing half hour or more. 
Comedy by-play of the dumb waiter 
and his six mediums seemed to do 
it more than anything else. Adagio 
team is just that, but a tap toe 
artiste drew strong attention. Boy 
hoofer was smothered by Bubbles 
in the first half. Production end 
looks good despite the miles with 
the in and out of line girls shoulder- 
ing the burden. Friedland is taking 
toc much time conversing between 
r.umbers, otherwise oke. 

Frank Devoe, plus James Steiger 
at the piano, went way overtoard in: 
starting. off the second half. Singer 
took so many encores it looked like 
a backstage delay and thet’s the 
iczical explanation. Devoe did nicely 
for himself on his regular routine 
but when starting to double in and 
out of the wings it cut deeply into 
his gross. Devoe, Gordon and part- 
nér and the Negro pair all ad libbed 
in ‘the Friedland act for a raspberry 
gare which fell down after Gordon 
started it off. 

Opening was Frank Wilson trailed 
by the Ryan Sisters. 

Business extellent with possible 
turnaways wouldn’t accept side hox 
locations, Sid. 


FOX 


(BROOKLYN) 
(Vaudfilm) 

Current Fox bill js good most of 
the way but not all of the way. It's 
just good enough to come fairly 
close to the vaude standard the Fox 
has set across the bridge. 

Show attempts to reach crescendo 
with George Choos’ “Hello Your- 
self” unit (New Acts), boiled down 
from the musical of that name. It 
never gets there. Before the unit, 
too much superior comedy, singing 
and dancing on the bill. Unit found 
itself fighting the preceding enter- 
tainment as well as the audience 
and itself. 

Too much comedy to follow par- 
ticularly in the Morris-Campbell 
farce, The couple have canned 
most of their “Come On Home” skit 
By canned in this case is meant 
recorded.on sound film. The same 
skit is of pre-talker vintage but pos- 
sessed of new blood now and laugh- 





hoofers' of the country with not) 


able as ever. Joe Morris and Flo 
Campbeli have timed the screen 
action with their moments in the 
flesh, adding more comedy besides 
novelty with sudden switches from 
screen to stage. It’s an instance of 
a comedy act selling their thought to 
the talkers and keeping it in the 
family at the same time. A wow of 
an act. 

The dancing was in the opening 
act, Libby Dancers, all-dancing af- 
fair with one man amidst a lot of 
girls. Trip to the Fox, Brooklyn, 
will always assure a new sort of 
opening turn, always away from the 
formal and_e stereotyped routine 
which some bookers still think is the 
only vaude booking way. A look in 
here any week would be enough to 
convince the same bookers how 
wrong they are. Libby Dancers is 
not a great dancing act but it holds 
good dancing, and looked like a 
great opener on this bill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lew Brice, also 
using the screen, which gave the 
booth boys. a chance to lose some 
weight, were No. 2 here, though log- 
ically a late spotter on another 
show. Lew is no longer a take-off 
on his famous sister and he seems 
to be a much better comedian for it. 
Mrs. Brice is a very easy to look at 
young woman, competent foil and 
as satisfactory a dancer as Lew 
when they are hoofing together, 
What Lew had better do hereafter 
is forget the speech after the first 
dance in “one,” thanking an audi- 
ence that didn’t deserve it, much 
less expect it, and get into the 
double dance in a hurry or some 
day he'll not get to it at all. 

Kuznezoff, who blew Keith's when 
Keith’s booking office failed to keep 
a promise, filled the theatre with 
his glorious basso and had them ap- 
plauding into the Morris-Campbell 
introduction. His singing turn 
with Mme. Nicolina has few equals 
among straight vocal turns in vaude. 
was Keith’s misfortune to lose 
1im. 

Feature picture is “Woman from 
Hell” (Fox). 

Under’ three-quarters 


Monday 
night. 


Bige. 


58TH STREET 


(Wired -Vaudfilm) 


Takes a good vaude bill to follow 
“Close Harmony,” film. But proper 
five-act layout. Picture is about 
vaude and the patrons get hopped 
up about vaude in actuality. Each 
act went quickly and with com- 
mendable nicety. No names, but 
ample comedy, sufficiency of blues 
quantity of novel presentation. Biz 
tremendous Sunday. 

Interesting people in first act. 
Parisian Four, formerly trio, boy 
added. Chiefly a balancing act, this 
quartet begins with pretty brunet 
and lad donning gloves to draw col- 
ored lagoon scene, each drawing 
half of it upside down, revolving 
the boards, placing sketch together 
for amateurish sketch, nevertheless 
drawing applause. 

Russell and Marconi stopped 
show. Male duo with violin and ac- 
cordion. Latter bald-headed come- 
dian with dead-pan. Latter curly- 
haired fellow in dinner jacket, danc- 
ing hot, as he pushes a beautiful 
bow. Comedian never leaves char- 
acter. Boys never talk, their in- 
strimental ability unifying the act, 


except for high kicks by violinist, 
and later a rendition of “Weary 
River” through meg. With some 


snappy chatter act would g0 
stronger despite its present power. 

Trey was collegiate, freshmen and 
co-eds, three boys and three girls. 
Film clip of football game opens 
act. Rah-rah boys glide on stage 
cheering for “slim,” doing nance 
dance, singing “Slim Made a Yard.” 
Slim appears and is a heavyweight 
whose forte is skid-iddle blue notes 
and chatter, remainder of company 
straight. 

Keen trio of girls, a tall blonde, 
a red head anda shapely brunet 
who later appears in yellow bath- 
ing ensemble for gasps. Boys all 
on make for brunet, dormitory and 
campus scenes sufficing for locale 
of their wooing. Blonde in evening 
gown displays ability to sing breaks, 
teaming with stout chap. Formal 
dress wind-up, the whole crowd de- 
ciding to marry. Invitational song 
to audience as marriage-bound crew 
glide off. Loads of pep and beauty 
in this turn, Strong response out 


front. 
Brooks and Rush, next to shut, 
couple of harmony girls, who go 


straight to the heart as they simu- 
late scrubwomen doing the stage up 
while they chatter about actors, one 
going for juvs and the other acro- 
bats. Puncetuate their talk-casting 
aspersions on each other's laziness. 
Curtain raised and one of the girls 
yanks out grand piano, the two 
harmonizing maybe. Nice blending 
and loads of volume. Tumultuous 
applause. Girls disrobe before au- 
dience, having under their working 
outfits evening clothes. Wind-up 
not so powerful when they do 
straight harmony. Nevertheless a 
wealth of ability. 

Buster Shaver's “Tiny Town Re- 
vue,” six cunning midgets, two fe- 
males. Musical comedy affair, dim- 
pled doll and her juvenile singing 
and dancing. Taller girl dancing 
and singing with Shaver. who is 
life size. Act strong, for all the 
midgets know their blue notes and 
have hot breaks. Personality in all 
of them, 








— 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 
Chicago, June 9 
A vaude bill that looked like 
something on the outside failed to 
materialize at the Palace; Sunday 
afternoon. Not the fault of the 
house. Newspaper ads on this bill 
blazed outright in print, probably 
for the first time. Niftiest display 


the Palace has ever carried in its 
billing. 

Still, the show faded and passed 
completely out. Following last 
week's bill, with two women head- 
lining, again the same thing, only 
this time two men. Chic Sale and 
Nick Lucas are splitting, 

From the way the first perform- 
ance ran off neither Sale nor Lucas 
derived any great benefit on their 
mutual booking. Lucas at $2,000 
and Sale at $3,000 represented morse 
than half the total cost of the bill 
At the same ‘time, with a full lay- 
out of eight acts, not a real comedy 
punch. 

First half, starting slow and 
draggy,:couldn’t pick up speed, de- 
spite twe very good turns that on 
another bill would have been bar- 
riers in support. Entire front sec- 
tion painfully subdued: 


St. Clair Sisters and O'Day 
opened with . good routines on’ 
wheels, going through calisthenic 


motions with accurate’ precision, 
Both girls are lookers and capable. 
O’Day’s trick stuff to clownish an- 
tics balanced with the girls’ rhyth- 
mic movements. They finish on 
high wheels. 

Two adroit steppers, Gus and 
Will, next, showing nothing excep- 
tional. Boys’ look to be primarily 
acrobats with a smattering of tap 
work they do in stop time. Several 
attempts at comedy by one doesn't 
seem consistent. Best efforts wera 
their spasmodic acrobatics, well 
done, and pleased. 

Billy Kelly and Warren Jackson, 
in a cleverly constructed skit with 
interpolated song and dance, clicked 
handsomely and deservedly in the 
trey holes. Book, credited to Harry 
Charles Greene, is full of snappy 
lines that shouldn’t miss in any 
kind of a house. Deloris Griffin 
contributed just enough to please. 

Lucas, on to mild reception, did 
four songs before asking for re- 
quests. Lucas may be considered 
somewhat of a fav in this town, but 
he still didn’t take any chances 
when spotting a plant in the audi- 
ence to cinch it. He stuck close to 
his disc song hits. 

Fay Adler and Teddy Bradford 
ended the half with a class dance 
turn. It brought the curtain down 
to plenty of response... Specialty 
mouth organ solo by Fred Heck 
filled in appropriately. between 
numbers. Miss Adler. splendid and 
proficient little dancer, scored as 
looks. Team's perfected adagio rou- 
tine is one of the few highlights of 
that sort seen around the varieties. 

Sale parted the drapes again, be- 
ing shoved down a notch. at the 
last moment. Programmed next to 
closing. Sale’s first appearance in 
this house in a year and the major- 
ity of this audience not familiar 
with his act. Sale’s old stuff much 
better. His current locale is in a 
hick town lodge instead of a school- 
room. Sale’s impressionistic char- 
acters are always good for laughs. 

Florence Brady and Gilbert Wells, 
for some unknown reason, were 
heaved into the prime niche. They 
didn’t belong there. Miss Brady 
was completely out as far as voice 
and never should have been permit- 
ted to go on with it. Wells mado 
valiant attempts to palm it off and 
even offered apologies, but it didn’t 
help. Sale stepped in opportunely 
as it happened in the Brady and 
Wels turn just in time to gave it 
from collapsing. Sale inserted his 
old soldier character with ‘the dilap- 
idated horn, taking the curtain with 
Wells alone, 

Nellie Arnaut and Brothers, in- 
strumental and dancing, closed oo 
show. 

Biz for the mat way off. 


JEFFERSON 


(Tab) 

New policy at this 14th street 
house has the Marcus Show, musi- 
cal tab company of 50 people, play- 
ing the western circuits, in for a 
two weeks’ try under a weekly sal- 
ary. Troupe not before in New 
York, 

No principals billed except the 
comic, Elmer Coudy. Leon Miller 
given credit for the dances, tableaux 
staged by Miles Oliver and black- 
outs contributed by Jack G. Van. 
These names, even if on the level, 
mean nothing. 

Show is a hodge-podge of every- 
thing musical, including burlesque, 
the girls are easy to look at, cos- 
tuming and staging flashy. This 
section not accustomed to the usual 
musical tab, other than in the reg- 
ular burlesque houses. 

Near capacit¥ house at the ope 
ing show Sunday seemed to like it. 
With some bolstering in the com- 
edy and song routines, this type 
might serve as a suitable summer 
policy here. 

Two parts. First is a series of 
ensemble numbers spaced by com- 
edv bit and specialties in “one,” 
while the second half has a full- 
stage colored line-up of 11 tan- 
skinned hoofing chorines and a six- 


Loop. 


piece jazz combo blaring out brassy 
“5 ; . } j j . iv t 
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VARIETY 47 
—————— ———————____ ————— I — mn ae ——— — ——_ 
gyncopation. Entire revue ran 105| George OLSEN and his BAND “HELLO YOURSELF” (33) TIMBERG’S “VARIETIES” (15) SOPHIE TUCKER 
minutes. It can stand considerable | 35 Mins.; (Presentation) Musical Comedy with Band 


cutting, especially the last half. 

Following a useless prolog there 
is a colorful opening number. Not 
too much flesh display here, the 
feathered costumes and brassieres 
serving as adequate body drapery. 
The provincials. that thought the 
old burlesque shows at the Olympic 
were being revived on 14th street 
py Keith’s may have been disap- 
pointed. Or Marcus may have toned 
down for NeW York. In the sticks 
his name stands for notorious 
“turkey.” 

Specialties are speedily handled, 
put lack distinction, being the usual 
succession of tap, acrobatic and 
precision numbers. An early out- 
standing bit has a baritone singing 
“Spell of the Blues,” pop vocal that 
holds value in the dramatic elabora- 
tion of the theme. 

Comedy scenes, mostly blackouts, 
are clean and without a shot-gun 
finish. Comics work easily and the 
patrons seemingly not minding 
gome released gags. 

Coudy is a comic that goes in for 
exaggerated garb, doing his best in 
a courtroom skit, without slapstick, 
in which he is the judge, the at- 
torney for the defense and the 
prosecutor. An unbilled pint-sized 
comic with a rapid-fire monolog 
and a “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” par- 
ody was also liked. One of the boys 
who led a group pick-out number 
showed considerable hoofing talent. 

Ensemble numbers are the main 
thing, all nicely dressed. An old- 
fashioned girl number, with ponies 
and show girls backing up the tenor 
and soprano, was an eye-filling 
flash. A ballet number with eight 
of the girls on their toes is neatly 
mounted, lighted and staged. All 
of which holds true for the finale, 
with most of the girls grouped on 
ateps. 

Colored section, doing 20 minutes, 
looked as if it had been added at 
quick notice. The raucous band 
needs a soft pedal and the girls 
need some new dance. routines. 
Cooch bit, worked in for the final 
number, was ordered out after the 
first performance. 


86TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm)/ 

Dependence is mainly on the 
feature picture, “Close Harmony” 
(Par), to maintain a draw for six 
days this week. Keith’s Saturday 
opening plan, to be effective this 
Saturday (15) ‘is eliminating the 
mid-week split currently. Under the 
picture the 86th has a conventional 
five-act bill that pleases. 

Surprising attendance Sunday af- 
ternoon, and Sunday was a walking 
day. The talk film doubtlessly rates 
the credit. 

Not a single departure from five- 
act bill arranging as laid down in 
the scriptures. Opening formally 
with a full stage novelty, deucing 
with a single man; specially set 
comedy act, No. 3; mixed talk turn, 
next to closing, and a flash at the 
far end. Taking no chances. 

Five Nelsons, who opened, and 
.Dorothy Lull and Estes, the flash, 
under New Acts. 

Eddie White was the deucer and 
exceptional. He’s been around for 
a long time but still looks like a 
20-yea¥-old kid. His routine has 
been around as long as he has but 
still quite effective No. 2. White 
paces three songs with five Hebe 
and one Irish story, The qory de- 
partment creaks in spots,” though 
majority of the audience gobbled 
it whole Sunday. His opening song 
is Clarence Gaskill’s auto horn num- 
ber, the new favorite of single men 
in vaude and elsewhere, even such 
an important single man as Eddie 
Cantor. It’s getting to be another 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” in a comedy 
way, for general usage. For an en- 
core, after a mammy song finish, 
with the usual announcement of 
‘why not. one about father?” White 
sings one about pop, also comedy, 
and gets off strongly. 

The Jarvis-Harrison standard, 
among the best of the intermediate 
regulars, drew a softie in the mid- 
dle of the bill position and had no 
trouble at all. 

Redman and Wells were next to 
shut with more comedy, and had 
just as nice a time. The gyp for- 
tune telling bit forming the theme 
of the couple’s chatter is ’way up 
by itself among pieces of sustained 
comedy repartee. Redman’s eccen- 
tric dance and Miss Wells’ fine sup- 
port thereafter makes this a very 
reliable mixed two-act. Bige. 


ALBEE 


(BROOKLYN) 
(Vaudfilm) 

Sophie Tucker (New Acts) week 
at Keith’s in Brooklyn. Soph is 
closing a good five-act bill that 
serves as entree for the red hot 
mama, “The Office Scandal” 
(Pathe), starring Phyllis Haver, is 
the feature picture. 

Four Phillips opened up. They 
closed the Palace show last week. 
“Original” precedes the name on the 
billing. Joe May and Dotty, very 
much improved mixed comedy team, 
showed they need little more for 
laté spotting in the better bills. 
May is the smart aleck type of 
comic. nlaving smart to Miss Dot- 
ty’s opposite characterization, and a 
production comedian in the making. 
Act is youthful, besides, 

Dillon and Parker and their en- 











Chicago, Chicago. 

For the first time on a picture 
house stage, after Detroit, George 
Olsen's music struck a wide appeal- 
ing note. In view of Olsen's radio 
broadcasting and recording his im- 
portance nationally is not to be 
gainsaid, whether in production, 
vaude or picture houses. 

Primarily Olsen’s band, a crack 
combo of versatile and novelty pro- 
portion, spells popular yet refined 
and dignified entertainment, in ac- 
cordance with any type audience 
and theatre. 


In this class B. & K. house Olsen 
registered with solid conviction in 
all of the 35 minutes they were on 
stage. With nothing else but the 
band on stage, a near capacity au- 
dience at the first performance felt 
sufficiently compensated with what 
was practically a straightway con- 
cert. 

Initial number by the band open- 
ed to dim staging effectively en- 
hancing the slow dreamy arrange- 
ment on a pop ballad, with a vocal 
chorus in crooning style by one of 
the reed boys. Retaining tempo in 
perfect tonal quality and breaks, 
number accelerated to a syncopated 
pitch to a rousing finish. Olsen’s 
knack of building up the spirit of his 
music is something that distinguish- 
es his style. 


A novel vocal bit by an octet of 
singers was the straight and later 
operatic arrangement on “I Faw 
Down and Go Boom.” This piece of 
business scored big. Olsen conclu- 
sively proved the mettle of his out- 
fit when he swung into an American 
arrangement on a European over- 
ture, blasting with symphonics and 
torrid blues until the number sound- 
ed like an unfinished symphony, or 
something. 


Another novelty item was Olsen 
calling to the audience for any three 
unlike notes and immediately im- 
provising a fox trot out of them. 
Only strictly popular number was 
a medley of choruses from past and 
present hits that should have been 
the finale. But the audience demand- 
ed more and Olsen obliged by hav- 
ing a quartet put on a burlesqued 
bit from the opera “Rigoletto,” that 
was plenty funny. Full aggregation 
ultimately closed with rhythmic 
swaying to train’ blues, very effec- 
tively done though a bit too quiet 
for a finish. 

In summary the Olsen band meas- 
ures up to every entertaining stand- 
ard requisite of any musical com- 
bination. Bound to click anywhere. 

Loop. 





HALSTEAD and DANIELS 
Singing 

7 Mins.; One 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Probably the Halstead formerly of 
Halstead and Alma. Two women 
employing semi-classical repertoire. 
Both possess obviously cultivated 
voices with scale range beyond the 
vaudeville average. Grand piano on 
the stage used, but little and since 
unnecessary, a little awkward. 

They did nicely with the Lincoln 
Square mob, yet it does appear that 
for vaudfilm audiences of usual type 
act is not properly attuned. They 
are neither high brow nor in the 
accepted popular vein, same apply- 
ing to their numbers. 

They will have to discover a com- 
mon denominator of more universal 
application to advance importantly. 
As is, a fair deucer with nervous de- 
livery. Land. 





CHARLEY CRAVER 
Songs and Music 

12 Mins.; One 

86th St. (V-P) 

Young fellow in business suit an- 
nouncing he will try to be a bit dif- 
ferent. Has a mandolin. Sings 
“Shirt My Mother Made for Me,” 
one of those old-fashioned comedy 
songs which can go on forever. Has 
no voice, but enunciates clearly 
dwelling on punch lines. 

Unity of this act splendid. Cra- 
ver sticks to the old-time stuff 
throughout, doing a banjo solo, 
playing civil war marches rapidly 
Then he dons a Confederate hat and 
takes a violin, telling audience that 
even a young fellow can play a 
violin without having a long beard. 
He refers to the old-timer Henry 
Ford patronized. Plays Virginia 
Reel, all the while chatting for part- 
ner changes. Gets laughs. Then 
mandolin with mouth organ at- 
tached to neck giving “Wreck of 
Train No. 97,” which he says he 
made for Brunswick. Sings these 
ridiculous lyrics for response. 

Received encore. 

Has pleasing appearance. Act fafr. 





joyable full stage song and dance 
act were over easily in the mid-pot. 

Mel Klee was on just ahead of 
Soph, and overstayed. Klee is mak- 
ing a mistake by jamming things 
down their throats after 10 min- 
utes or so, because he’s been around 
so often with the same material. 
So has Al Herman. 

Why a single man of Klee’s class- 
ification cannot change his 
more frequently is explained only 
by the fact that the bookers seem 
willine to buy it all over again. You 
can’t blame Klee, blame the pooxkers. 
In addition to repeating on himself, 


{Continued on page 68) 


stuff. 


43 Mins.; Special 
Fox, Brooklyn (V-P) 


Just as George Choos’ full-length 


For 43 minutes on a vaude stage 
there should be something besides 
scenery, a i12-girl chorus and an 
ordinary stage band. 


And when 43 minutes seem like | 


103, that’s it. 


Very ambitious production effort, 
considering it was produced ex- 
pressly for vaude, That it’s a hash 
from yesterday’s musica] doesn’t 
enter. For his production Choos 
deserves commendation in the form 
of bookings for his unit. But for his 
people, he should let them know 
they’ve made a chump of his pro- 
duction. 


George Haggerty and Helen Good- 
hue, survivors of the original, are in 
the vaude version to carry the com- 
edy burden, however slight. Third 
“Hello Yourself” veteran is Al Nord, 
fat boy. Rest are new, unknown 
and some likely to remain so. 


As in the show, in this vaude act 
Miss Goodhue, strapping woman, 
plays a healthy health advocate op- 
posite half-pint Haggerty, who used 
to be a stooge for Frank Fay. Their 
big scene is on the massage table, 
Haggerty doing the catching. Most 
of their laughs are bundled into this 
scene as well. They have to get 
blue to sell them. To go blue is a 
cinch for a man and a woman with 
a massage table. 


Full stage campus set holds the 
opening. Next special is the mas- 
sage room, act closing on full stage 
in formal stage band set with the 
band centered. 


The two bits featured by Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians in the original pro- 
duction have been rehashed. Drill 
and cheer with megaphones and 
pennants by the bandsmen and 
chorus girls done in “one.” In the 
closing band section, the musicians 
do a darkened stage routine closely 
resembling the Warings’ “Dancing 
Tambourines.” Boys in this act use 
phosphorus stars instead. Better 
way to black out their pure white 
costumes would be an aid, 


Other principals are a little 
blonde soubret who seems to be 
working as closely to the Lee girl 
of the musical production as pos- 
sible; tenor lead, and feminine lead. 
Latter departs greatly from the 
light prima in style of work, per- 
haps too far to fit the role. She is 
not a singer but a yodeler. Doesn't 
use lyrics but goes into a high 
falsetto warble, not a little remind- 
ful of the peculiar and unique vibra- 
tions of the cicado. The little lady, 
with her appearance and freak 
ability, is a one-number specialty 
girl. She is not elevating herself 
by stretching it throughout the 


show, just~-to be the lead in this) 


vaude act. 


Before the band appears a girl 
contortionist and a boy who doubles 
in dance with the little blonde pre- 
viously mentioned. Latter (blonde) 
is the’ pep artist of the bunch. 

Choos should get. some people. 
“Hello Yourself” would get some- 
where with them. It won’t age 

ige. 





“REALM OF THE DANCE” (8) 
Dance Revue 
12 Mins.; one and full (Special) 
State (V-P) 

Neatly mounted and _  routined 
flash act, six girls surrounding an 
adagio pair. Opening is precision 
Dutch dance, followed by the adagio 
specialty, brief and spectacular. 


One of the girls sings a pop fal- 
lad in acceptable style, after which 
five of the dancers are on for a bal- 
lad number, using silk cloth head- 
gear, which extends up to the flies. 

Good lighting effects employed 
here. 


A vesper hour convent procession 
has one of the girls stepping out of 
line discarding her sombre cioak and 
going intdé a spring dance. As serv- 
ices are over girl steps back in line. 

An unusual bit for this type of act 
and well liked. Egyptian firish has 
the adagio pair on for the usual 
body manipulations with the girls 
doing acrobatic stuff. 

Good opener for 
houses. 


neighborhood 





“EBONY SCANDALS” (10) 
Revue. 

17 Mins.; Full Stage. 
Palace (St. V.). 


Negro revue is geared mostly at 
breakneck tempo, except for a 
couple of intervening romantic duos 
between a juvenile in tux and an 
ingenue prima donna in evening 
gown. Speed and several meritori- 
ous gpecialties give it rating as a 
playable production’ turn. May 
carry its own scenery, although 
working with house drapes when 
opening at short notice in the Pal- 
ace Sunday. 

Membership is divided between 
four energetic and hard working 
chorines, in pairs later, a lazy 
comedienne and a trio of frenzied 
male steppers. Mustard colored 
suits with orange-pink waistcoats 
are a characteristic sample of the 
acts dressing. 


Reliable act to accelerate any bill. 





Land, 


|/girl and muscular father. 
\laughs and a middle of the bill turn, 
that should have little trouble, 

Marshall works easily and man- 
lages to be funny without straining. 
|Support cast above the average for 


Unit : 
80 Mins.: Special Sets 
Palace (St. V.) 
Season’s best sample 
It has speed, 
order. 
dish and principal appeal. 
Timberg, while prominent, 
hog and has sensibly 
himself with others who have 
knack for making giggles, too. 
These latter include 


of what a 
“Hello Yourself” lacked people to be | unit should be and seldom manages 
a $5.50 musical, his condensed ver- to be. 
sion lacks people to be good vaude.| laughs and talent of a very high 


distinction, | 


Comedy constitutes the main 
Herman | 

doesn't | 
surrounded 
the 


Barbara 


Blair, Leo Chalzel and the personnel 


in general. 


Each scene, each piece 
of business obtains its results large- 


ly because the support is there. Leo 


Chalzel’'s hoke impersonation of a 


ham tragedian from legit who sings 


“Who's 


That Coming 
Street?” 


Down 


tion and execution. 


the 
in the manner of Edwin 
Booth is a gem of comedy concep- 
Chalzel is a 


useful hired hand throughout the 


unit. 


Miss Blair, who gets billing, looks 


like an ingenue comedienne who has 
already entered the courtyard of 
success and will be advanced, if 
properly advised and piloted, to im- 


portance, possibly in the direction 


of Broadway productions. 


these various styles. 


de-o-do singer, hot 


a good looker. 


tailed on opportunity. 


strong build-up. 


in the odium of comparison. 


man, 


conventional 
humor, 


blackout 


smart cracks here and there. 
thorship of whole 
ascribed to Timberg. 


nd classical, 
sual, stacked in favor of jazz. 
done unusually’ well. 


as, usual, stand out. 
A wow entertainment. 


LULL and ESTES with 
Lucille Sisters (5) 
Song-Dance Flash 

22 Mins.; Full (Special) 
86th St. (V-P) 


Land. 





while the Lucille 
Lady.” 


picture houses, 


Miss Lull and Estes are single 


Legit 
scouts who have been asking where 
are the Helen Kanes and the Inez 
Courtneys that they need, have in 
Barbara Blair a combination of 
She is a vo- 

roughneck 
dancer, goof comic, and with it all 


Arthur Humby, dancing guitarist, 
suggested possibilities, but was cur- 
Muriel Ab- 
bot, Eleanor Smith, Oliver Harris, 
Louise Barrett and R. C. McClure 
individually contribute to the total. 

Timberg, as in the last severai 
units with which he has been asso- 
ciated, gives his brother, Sammy, a 
Sammy is a preity 
good straight man and trouper, suf- 
fering with most theatrical relations 
Any- 
how, he’s better looking than Her- 


Unit is happily innocent of the 
form of 
Comedy is derived largely 
from by-play with some extremely 
Au- 
kaboodle is 
Included is 
the not-new contest between jazz 
with the cards, as 
But 
Timbersg's 
dance, violin and kibbitzing talents, 


Dorothy Lull and Estes bill them- 
selves as formerly with “Vanities,” 
Sisters on the 
same billing are survivors of “Lovely 
Lull and Estes are not 
familiar names, but the Lucilles, be- 
fore “Lovely Lady,” are from the 


specialists, teaming up in this flash, 


but both best when alone. 


on her hands mostly. 


walks across the stage by hand, 
Lucille girl opens the act 
straight harmony, 
grand piano. 


makes one announcement. 


ings at times. 


Duncans as Topsy and Eva, 


Miss 
Lull’s solo feature is a contortion- 
istic bit, performed while standing 
In the finale, 
while her partner is whirling, she 


= 
seated on the 
The pianist (man) 
He 
seemed to be directing the proceed- 
Later on the sisters 
render their fine impression of ee 
an 


that appears to be the punch num- 


‘| ber. 


The Sadie Thompson and. Rev. 
Davidson in dance by the principals 
might be considered offensive in 
from the church 
point of view, but where not, should 


some localities, 


remain in. 


enhance that department. Bige. 





Co. (4) 
Comedy Skit 
20 Mins.; Two and Full (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Genial 
but avoiding mugging. 





jpashful beau, love doctor, 


this type of production act. Land. 





DAVIDS and GLASS 
Slack Wire, Juggling 
8 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (VP) 

Man and woman halving 
minutes on a sljack wire 





Mounting about at flash average. 
Better lighting arrangement would 


CHARLES “RED” MARSHALL and 


nonsense heavily hoked, 
Telling a 
broken thread of a story about a 
willing 
Lots of 


eight 
and with 


|Indian club juggling on the rostrum 


} proper. 
sive. No stalling and 
neat presentation. 

Man uses no 


speed 


balancing 


Several tricks are impres- 
plus 


pole or 








| parasol while on wire. Stands up as 
ia serviceable and entertaining | 
opener. Land. 


? minutes of hoopee. 


Songs 
29 Mins.; Two, Three (Special) 
Albee (V-P), Brooklyn 


Sophie Tucker is the undisputed 
champion of Variety’s New Act 
files. In less than 20 years she has 
received a New Act notice 16 times, 

Miss Tucker was first here ree 
viewed on Sept. 4, 1909. Then com- 
paratively unknown, almost actually 
unknown. The reviewer of that day 
said, in part: “The young woman 
has a way of ingratiating, herself at 
once, and possesses not alone good 
looks but magnetism to back it.” 


Prior review to this one, two 
weeks ago at the Palace, Chicago, 
and the reviewer thought’ that 


“She’s a department of show busi- 
ness, complete in itself.” 

There's little more to be said for 
Sophie Tucker. In 1909 she had a 
voice, looks and magnetism. In 
1929, 20 years after, she still has all. 
that, and now she’s a branch of 
show business all by herself. On 16 
different occasions, not counting re- 
views other than New Acts, she’s 
been eulogized, panegyrized and 
kissed with sweet newsprint. 

First of the red hot mamas, now 
she’s the last. Some little girl. 

To win the New Act notice cham- 
pionship is no cinch job. Took 20 
years to do it. Just as in her cur- 


rent turn Soph is saying “Rome 
wasn’t built in a day; Tucker 
wasn't made in a night.” That’s a 


typical Tuckerism. No one else 
could say it the way Soph does and 
make them think it’s funny. 

Back to the championship, 16 New 
Act notices in 20 years meant 16 
New Acts in the same period; 16 
New Acts by one performer in 20 
years! Almost every notice began 
by stating Sophie is back with 
brand new songs, or a “flock of new 
ones.” That might call for another 
championship. 

And that’s more important than 
anything—perhaps Sophie Tucker's 
most notable feat. It has never 
very surpassed by anyone, not even 

ed. 

When Soph stops coming back 
with a new act, she will have 
stopped being Sophie Tucker. 

Present turn is one of 


those 
things—one of those Tucker things 


Soph makes you know that she is a 
picture star now, and just loafing in 
vaude. When not herself and just 
singing her songs, she is plugging 
Ted Shapiro, Jack Yellen and Mil- 
ton Ager. Shapiro plays Soph’s 
songs on the piano; Yellen and 
Ager write ’em—and how! The 
whole quartet is in another depart- 
ment of this issue in review of 
Soph’s Warner talkie, “Honky 
Tonk.” 

Shapiro must be the star unbilled 
piano player of the world. Soph lets 
him walk on first, and at the Albee 
the result of that gallantry on the 
part of the star, the reception for 
Ted was almost as good as that for 
Soph herself. And for an unbilled 
pianist, playing the piano for a 
single woman, he’s much better 
known than both senators from 
Idaho. It’s Soph’s fault, not his. 

Besides the plug for Ted, Soph is 
doing everything but peddle copies 
of his “If I Had You,” singing it 
so they won't forget it, nor that 
her piano player wrote it. And her 
plug for Yellen-Ager’s “Glad Rag 
Doll” and her singing of it may do 
that ballad-as much good as the 
picture production someone named 
for it. 

Ballads aren’t always Sophie’s 
favs, but she’s a real pal. When 
Soph sings a ballad, it’s for friend- 
ship. And staged! A young lady in 
the act for the one bit, as an extra 
on the lot, a $40-a-week extra 
wearing a $2,000 fur coat, giving her 
the “Glad Rag Doll” classification 
and Sophie’s cue for the plug. 

Soph’s opening number is a darb. 
Her openers always are darbs. This 
one about Hollywood, and what 
Soph did to that village—‘There’s 
nothing done in Hollywood that 
Sophie can’t do just as good,” she 
sings. 

“Too Much Love” is more te her 
style than “Doll” or Shapiro’s com- 
position. . 

As for Shapiro, in addition to 
what has been said, there is no 
pianist anywhere who could work 
with Sophie Tucker like he does, 
gagging, wise-cracking and re- 
sponding, and play the piano as well 
as he does besides. 

Miss Tucker, tastefully gowned as 
usual, looks splendid. Almost as 
good as Ruby Norton when Ruby is 
imitating Sophie Tucker. The Nor- 
ton act, wrftten by Neville Fleeson, 
gives Sophie Tucker two acts in 
big time vaude today, her own and 


Ruby Norton's, but Soph isn’t in on ~ 


the imitash, only in it. 
The only blot on Soph’s New Act 
record in Variety is when she was 
billed Some time ago as The Madam 
at the Palace, a $2 house. Bige. 


FIVE NELSONS 
Hoop Juggling 
8 Mins.; Full 
86th St. (V-P) 

No doubt the same Juggling Nel- 
sons around in the past, with a 
woman added. Doing similarly fast 
routine of hoop and diablo juggling. 

Dressing, mounting and pace help 
it to be an opener for any bill. Also 
would be best to hold it down to 
the opening spot. Placing it to close 
the show might waste an excellent 
effort. 

kive Neisons are a spccdy cigh 


Bige. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 12, 1929 





Grace Edwards 
Geo D Washington 
Yssa Marcue 
Flo Forman 
Carol Nolte 
Joey Ray 

Miss Noree 
Bunny Weldon's 
Chinese Tr 16 
Noble Sissie Bd 
Casino de Paris 
Wiarry Pilcer 
Jack Forester 
Florence & Grip 
Georgie Hayes 
Rowe Sis 

L, Tiller Girls 
Dandy-Bach 
Henry Laverne 
Colette Andriss 
Rica Mae 
Germ_Lambel 
Paulette Franck 
Marie Dubas 
Meret-Rapzena 





Fred Mele Jazz 


Empire 

6 Over 
NDON 

Hippodrome 

6 o'clock Girl 

Victoria-Palace 

Show's the Thing 


Chan 


PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 


NEXT WEEK (June 17) 
THIS WEEK (June 10) 





Lopez 3 

Jean Houcke 

Marcelle Rancy 

Little Joe & W 

Christian & Fi'r'te 

Collier & Sis 

Bartros Tr 
Concert Mayol 

A Simon-Girard 

Maud Loty 

Rognoni 

Jenny Rackson 

Ritz-Be tramo 

Betty Spell 

Helene B'rty Yama 

Pierre Dorly 

R Enard 

Spark’s Ballet 

Jardin d'Acclima- 

tation 

Albertin 

Moussa 

Fred's Ponies 

Fillis & Tipps 

Arnosi's Dogs 

Florimond Tr 

A Carre's Horses 


LONDON 
Week June 10 


FINSBURY PARK | Gracie Fields Co 


NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Harmony Hall 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Off We Go 


PROVINCIAL 





ENGLAND 
PER MINGHAM Royal 
Empire The Patsy 
Crazy Rhythm VERPOOL 
Grand Empire 
Mermaids The Seafarers 
yal MANCHESTER 
Young Woodley Palace 
BLACKPOOL The Desert Song 
Grand NEWCASTLE 
Perpetual H'n’ym’n Fmpire 
Opera House Laugh Town L’ugh 
The Perfect Wife NEWPORT 
BRADFORD Empire 
Alhambra Pleasure Chest 
Leagve of Stars NOTTINGHAM 
CARDIFF Empire 
Empire Ella Retford 
Paris Ife Julian Rose 
EDINBURGH Jack Grieve 
Empire Reville & Syd 
Boys Will Be Boys | Coyne 
ad ow US A4 
Athambra Royal 
The Damask Rose | Hamilton Deane Co 
Empire PORTSMOUTH 
Lucky in Love Royal 
HANL Sherlock Holmes 
Grand SHEFFIELD 
De Broy Somers Empire 
Chris Richards Good Gracious 
Joe Boganny SOUTHAMPTON 
Knight & Day Empire 
Troy Sis & Helen | This Year of Grace 
Ben Sad SOUTHSEA 
HULL King’s 
Palace Excelsior 
All at Sea SWANSEA 
LEEDS Emre 
Empire Empire 
Our Cabaret of '29 ‘ Busin'ss Is Busin’ss 





Picture 





Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (8) 
“Capitol Frolic” 
Dave Schooler 
R & J Arnaut 
Duffin & Draper 
Slate Bros 
Patti Spears 
Paviicek & Tr'sa’lt 
Nina Oginska 
Chester Hale Girls 
“A Man's Man” 
Paramount (8) 
Paul Ash 
*Studio M’der M’t’y’ 
. Roxy (8) 
Viola Philo 
Harold Van Duzee 
Patricia Bowman 


Leon Navara 
“East Is East’ 
Marbro (7) 
Guy Lombardo Bd 
Al & Jack Rand 
Betty Veronica 
Nagel & Omar 
Peppino & Carthe 
Norshore (8) 
“Hi-Hats’’ Unit 
Lou Kos'off Bd 
Bob LaSalle 
High Hatters 
Irene Taylor 
Grant Girls 
‘Broadway Melody’ 
Oriental (7) 
‘Flapper Follies’ U 
Al Kvale Bd 





Shows carrying numerals such as (16) or (17) indicate opening next 
week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


For this week (9) or (10) 





Pictures include in classification picture policy, with vaudeville or 
presentation as adjunct, 
PARIS i 
I Ted Marks heer etary 
tould Girls Minnesota (15) 
Week June 8 “East Is Bast’ ‘Carnival C’ktail’ U 
. , Uptown (7) Moore & Pal 
Ambasmndeuss my oliver ‘Bubbling Over’ U't | Joe Besser 
soster Aten Lepers Tr Verne Buck Bd Ethel Dallon 
Bobbe pred Polin & Polo Markel & Faun Sangan ag 
Fimasay may Fratellini 3 Boyd wr gy +A 7 any A 8 
oumtiibie ie Bee Abdul-Ham Dolan & Gale os Newank 
Medrano & Donna | Bowden & Lady Beth Coamee |. f 8 
pom ig + AB. AP tec . Rene I Gamby-Hale Girls Branford (8) 


“East Is East’ 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (8) 

Ted Claire 

Johnny Burke 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (10) 
Morris & Campbell 
Libby Dancers 

Mr & Mrs L Brice 
Hello Yourself 
‘Woman from Hell’ 
Paramount (10) 
Rah Rah Rah Unit 
Rudy Vallee 

Art Frank 

‘Studio M’der M't’y'’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (10) 
‘Say with Music’ U 


‘Theme of Love’ U 
Ben Ross 
Don Barclay 
W'ner-Publix Flies 
“Man Love” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (10) 
Barto & Mann 
Rodion Dancers 
Irving Edwards 
15 Synco Pettes 
Roy Cummings 
Florence Roberts 
“The Valiant” 
PITTSBURGH 
KEaright (38) 
‘D'n on the F’rm' U 
Dick Powell 
“Betrayal” 





Phil Lampkin 


Penn (8) 
‘Castle of Dr'ms’ U 











“a 


Associate, 
his jomestic 
well 


LYONS & LYONS? 


ie Intimate Chats 


LYONS & LYONS 


have the pleasure to an- 
mounce as Yece- Cresent and 

r. 
sten, who will con‘inus with 


as our 
Business Division. 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT 8LDG NEW YORK 





Willie Edel- 


activities as 
Foreign 








Charles Irwin 
Stadler & Rose 
Henry Garden 
Krevoff 

Foster Girls 
‘Studio M'der M’t‘y’ 


CLEVELAND 
State (10) 
‘Laces & Graces’ U 
Cirillino & F’t'n'lo 
Atkins 6 & O'Day 
Liora Huffman 
‘Studo M’'der M't'y’ 


‘Var'ties of 
The Waltons 
Johnny Perkins 
Dorothy Drakely 
Dave Gould Girls 


DENVER, COL. 


“Cooling Oft’' 
cliff Nazarro 
Pickard & Pal 
Bert Faye 
Wallace Sis 
Gamby-Hale Girls 


DETROIT 


Capitol (8) 
“Paris Nights” U 
Del Delbridge 
The Gaetanos 
Jackie Goldie 
Be le Osborne 
Alex'der & Sw’'ns’n 
Fred Sweeney 
‘Studio M’der M't'y’ 

Fisher (8) 
‘Musical P'’tings’ U 
Al Donahue 
Jean Hamilton 
Linton & Sprague 
Joe Dary 
Moss & Manning 
Bob Bonnie 


Michigan (8) 
‘Say with Fl'rs’ U 
Al Evans 
Sammy Cohen 
Stone-Vernon 4 
Maxine Hamiliton 
Dave Gov!4 Girls 
“Glad Rag Doll” 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (15) 
“Cheerio” Unit 
G & M Eline 
Wally Jackson 
Helen McFarland 
Alma Jackson 
Dorothy Neville 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (13) 
Vince Silk 














1632 B’way,. 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





at 50th St.. N. Y¥. City 








Leonide Massine 
32 Roxyettes 
‘Ong Woman Idea’ 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (7) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 
Layne & Osgood 

Eva Mandel 
Capitol (7) 
Charlie Agnew Bd 
Walter Vernon 

9 Allisons 
Chicago (7) 
HL Spitaliny Bd 
George Olsen Bd 
*“Tdle Rich” 
Granada (7) 
Tom Patricola 
Rose Perfect 
Mabel Hill 
Vera Reynolds 
Grace Robinson 
John Sanna 


“Frivolities” 
Al Morey Bd 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Marl Capps & Sis 


Jack Riano 
Evelyn Wilson 
Paul Kirkland 
‘Studio M’der M't'y’ 


Paradise (7) 
‘Land of Dreams’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Davey Lee 
Handers & Millis 
Frank Sterling 
Lolita Amiet 
Peterson Girls 
“East Is East” 

Rialto (8) 
Bob White 
Knox & Baker 


ratford 
2d haif (13-15) 
Cookie’s Bd 
The Georges 
Bee Sarche 
Zeck & Stewart 
Tivoli (7) 
“Harvest Time” U 
Frank Masters Ba 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Stanley 2 





Varsity 4 


Gaines Bros 
Nan Blackstone 
“Strong Boy” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
“Four Devils” 


Egyptian (13) 
California Capers 
Madeline Randolph 
Ray Samuels 
California Beauties 
“Coquette” 

Loew's State (13) 
Rube Wolf 
Contrasts Idea 
Gypsy Bryne 

B & E Coll 
Buddy Emmet 
Sunkissed Beauty 
“The Idle Rich 

Paramount (13) 
Milton Charles 
“Thunderbolt” 


Wesley Eddy 
Ferry Corwey 
Allan & Canfield 
Luster Bros 
Henry Mack 
Sybil Fagan 
Spoor & Parsons 
Foster Girls 
“Eternal Love" 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (8) 
Norman Phillips Jr 
McGrath & Travers 
Morley & Anger 
Dell O'Dell 
Frisco Marimba Bd 
‘Qu'n of Nite Clubs’ 
S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (15) 
‘B'ty Shop B ues’ U 
SAN FRANCISCO 
El Capitan (7) 
Don Smith 
Halloway & DeL’g 
Smith & Nickerson 


Brown & C'ningh'’m 
Morris & Shaw 
Bert Collins Co 
Fairmount 
ist half (17-19) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Mary Marlowe 
T & R Romaine Co 
Bob Albright Co 
Atk’son Lucinda Co 
2d half (20-23) 


C & L Earle 
Murray & Irwin 
Goode Logan Co 


Krugel & Robles 
Virginia M’'taineers 


Grand 
ist half (17-19) 
The Duponts 


Lauren & LaDare 
Scott Bros & V’non 
Carney & Jean 
Fraternity Sq 
2d half (20-23) 
Joe & Ida St Onge 
Will J Ward 
Primrose Semon Co 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Taylor Randa'l Co 
Lincoln Sq. 
ist half (17-19) 
Morgan & Stone 
Furman & Evans 
F D’Armore Co 
Spencer & Williams 
(One to fill) 
2d haif (20-23%) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Rose O'Hara 
Earle Faber Co 
Homeward Bound 
(One to fill) 
National 
ist half (17-19) 
C & L Karle 
Thelma Wynn 
Harry Kahne 
Winifred & Mills 
J Elliott Co-Eds 
2d half (20-23) 
Ted & Teddy 
LeVan & Bernie 
Baxter & Bray 
Bob Albright Co 
Atk'son Lucinda Co 
Orpheum 
ist haif (17-19) 
Manning & Klass 
Hall & Symonds 
LaMarr & Boice 
Billy Beard 
Taylor Randall Co 
2d half (20-23) 
Rose Kress 3 
Harry Kahne Co 
Gordon & Walker 
Lew Kessler Co-eds 
(One to fill) 
(17) 
Evans & Perez 
Collins & Peterson 
Harry Hines Co 
(Two to fill) 
Victoria 
ist half (17-19) 
Joe & Ida St Onge 
Will J Ward 
Toney & Norman 
Chas Ahearn Co 
(One to fil!) 
2d half (2v-23) 
Manning & ‘Klass 
Alice Morley 
Jack Wilson Co 
Doc Baker Co 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
ist half (17-19) 
Yoki Japs 
Murray & Irwin 
Shean & Anger 
Krugel & Robles 
Lester Lane Co 
2a haif (20-23) 
Serge Flash Co 
Grace Edler Co 
Romaine & Castle 
(Two to fill) 
mmodore 
ist half (17-19) 





Saunders & Brandis 
Jackie Brunea 


(7) 
Lynn Cowen 
Eddie Peabody 
Harry Landrun 
Chiquot Mercado 
Stelle Hewett 
Ronero Family 
His C'ptive ee 


Bobby Agnew 

3 Swifts 

Aubrey Sis 

Al Norman 

Foster Girls 

“Wheel of Life’ 
Missouri (8) 

“Seein’' Things” U 

Harry Rose 

Arthur Nealy 

Norman Frescott 

Helen Kennedy 

Marie & Bobby 


‘Time, Place, Girl’ 
W’SHI'’GT’N, D. C. 
Fox (15) 


Los LaRose Pres 
M Davis Ja™zm'ns 
Leon Brusiloft 
John I Fisher 

14 Foxettes 
“Valiant”’ 


(8) 

John I Fisher 
Foxettes 
M Davis Jazzm'‘ans 
Leon Brusiloft 
Mario & Lazarin 
Doris Vinton 
Don Cummings 
Le Celeise Bros 

Palace (15 


(15) 
‘Theme of Love’ U 


Jimmy Fletcher 
Geo DuFranne Co 
Jack Conway Co 
Reinbow Revelries 
(One to fill) 

2a haif (20-23) 
B & G Carmen 


Geo DuFranne Co 
Scott Bros & V'non 
Billy Claire & Cutie 
Gale & Carson Rev 


Premier 
ist half (17-19) 
dy 2 


LeVan & Bernie 
B’wa & Birm'gh'm 
Lyons & Waterm’a 
Whirl of Splendor 
2d half (20-23) 
3 Westergards 
[Lauren & LaDare 
Millard & Marlin 
Winifred & Mills 
(One to fill) 
AKRON (17) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Hale & Hoffman 
Rilly Farrell Co 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Masterpieces 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (17) 
Ford & Price 
G & EF Parks 
J Sidney's Frol'kers 
(Two to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 
w's 


ist half (17-19) 
Serge Flash Co 
Farrell & Chadw’ 
Smith & Hart 
NTG Club Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Norman Telma 
Thelma Wynn 
Suyer & Duffy 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

BOSTON 

Orpheum (17) 
Paul Bros 
3 McCann Sis 
Tucker & Smith 
Great Blackstone 
(One to fill) 

CANTON (17) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Fynan & Doris 
Milton Berle 
11 Glorious Girls 
(One to fill) 

CLEVELAND 

Granada (17) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Milton Berle 
(Three to fill) 

—— L. I. 


aza 
Ist half (17-19) 
3 Westergards 
Hinds & Leonard 
Gordon & Walker 
Bert Collins Co 
(One to filly 
2d half (20-23) 
Yoki Japs 
Jerome Mann 
Wilkens & Wilkens 
NTG Club Rev 
(One to fill) 
EVANSV’ LK. IND. 
Loew’s (17) 
Page & K'ass 
Murphy & Wilton 
Al Wohliman 
Night Club Revels 
(One to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Houston (17) 
Br'n LaBard & B'y 
H & B Hutchins 
Dear Little Rebel 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kay H'mion & Kay 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Loew's (17) 
Andresens 
Lee Mason Co 
Kerr & Weston Rev 
Fields & Georgia 
Blue Ridge R'blers 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (17) 
The Fitzgeralds 
Bobby Van Horn 
Lander Bros & L'’ry 
Whooping it Up 
Ray Fagan's Orch 
NEWARK 


State (17) 
Angel Bros 
Violet McKee Co 


¥ 





Wally Sharples Co 








AB. Leach & Co., in 


HOWARD. SLOAT. 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


>7 Wil 





iam Bt..N 











Mina & Marion 
Carney & Jean 
Casting Campbells 
(One to fill) 


46th St. 


Ist half (17-19) 
Ted & Teddy 
Johnny Herman Co 
Goode-Loogan Co 
Doliy Kay Co 
Doc Baker Co 

24 es (20-23) 
Eddy 
Sgeus “a Waterman 
Jack Flynn Co 
Al Belasco Co 
(One to fill) 

Gates Ave. 

Ist half (17-19) 
Rose Kress 3 
Georgie Hunter 
Kraft & LaMont 
Happiness Boys 
Gale & Carson Rev 

2d half (20-23) 
Bardelangs 
Minds & Leonard 





T & R Romaine Co 


Pisano & Lauderer 
Study in Blues 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (17) 


France & LaPell 
Fullmer & Wayne 
6 Brown Bros 
Berrens & Roland 
Milt Bronson Girls 
NORFOLK, VA, 
Loew's (17) 
Realm of Dance 
Jack LaVere 
Jean Barrios 
Soi Gould Co 
Vanishing Maid 


SYRACUSE (17) 
Byron & Willis 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
Bert Walton Co 
Ray Ellis & LaRue 
(One to fill) 

TORONTO 

Loew’s (17) 
Reck & Rector 
Victor Oliver Co 
Dave Gardner Co 














Keith’s 





Chester 

lst haif (16-19) 
O'Connor Girls 
Dillon & Parker 
Bert Hanlon 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
York & Lord 
Jerry & Baby Gr'ds 
Ates & Dar.ing 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (13-16) 
Zastro & White 
Bailey & Jackson 
The Equity Man 
Jack Pepper 
Duncan's Collies 


Coliseum 

ist half (16-19) 
Ruth Mix Unit 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (20-22) 
Edna Torrence Co 
H & F Usher 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Broken Toys 
Dora Boots Early 
Bobby Barry Co 
Hari'd Dixon & A 
Ebony Scandals 


Bist St. 

Ist half (16-19) 
Wi'fred Du Bois 
Z' stro & White Rev 
Hickey Bros 
Karyl Norman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
4 Ortons 
Edith Clifford 
Weston & Lyons 
Chester Hale Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Bob Bob & Bobby 
Norman Thomas 6 
Evelyn Hoey 
Savoy & Mann 
Guiran & M'guerite 


Fordham 
Ist half (16-19) 
Broken Toys 
Francis Popper 
Blood & Thunder 
Johnny Berkes 
Chester Hale Gir's 
2d half (20-22) 
Dennis McCurtin 
Bill Robinson 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
The Del Ortos 
Allen Reno 
Elim City 4 
Roscoe Ails 
(One to fill) 
Frank 


lin 

Ist half (16-19) 
Ates & Darlin 
Molly Picon 
Lamont 4 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Miller & Kelo 
Molly Picon 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Gaynor & Bryon 
Joe Marks 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
(Two to /_“ 


Hamilton 
ist half (16-19) 
Le Paul 





Mann & Bernard 
Kerr & Ensign 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20- 22) 
Grace Johnson 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Rector & Doreen 
Margie Coate 
Morton & Russell 
Block & Su ly 
Broadway Flashes 


Jefferson 
ist half (16-19) 
Marcus Show 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Marcus Show 


Palace (16) 
Sophie Tucker 
Tom Davies 3 
3 Sailors 
Our Gang Kids 
(One to ~ 


Chevalier Bros 
H Timberg Rev 
Helen Kane 

B & E Newell 
Joe Frisco 
Vanessi 


Regent 

ist half (16-19) 
Nacey & Vine 
Revue de Ext'din’re 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Paul Remos Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Duncan's Collies 
Ashby & Glenn 
Billy Casey Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
3 Rolling Stones 
The Bearcat 
Jimmy Lucas 
Carola Goya Co 
(One to fill) 

Royal 

Ist half (16-19) 
Sydell & Spotty 
Savoy & Mann 
Al Shayne Co 





(Two to fill) 





HOTEL 


NEW YO 


TUESDAYS 


MANHATTAN 
159 West oan * a 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ | 
TAILOR, 908 Walout St., Phila. 

















Herbert Rawlinson 
“This oc” ‘ye neal 


“Circus Cabaret" U 
Herbert Rawlinson 
Walzer & Dyer 
Svans & Wolf 
Fink & Ayers 
Vera Van 

Foster Girls 





“Mafi's Man” 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


ist. half (17-19) 
Alice Morley 
Reed Hooper Rev 
Abe Reynolds Co 
§ Harmaniacs 
(One to fill) ‘ 

za Maii (80-25) 
Hearst Bros 
Jules Howard Co 
Georgie Hunter 











Lester Lane Co 
(One to fill) 
Delancey St. 
ist half (17-19) 
La Fleur & Portia 
Ida Kramer Co 
Bernard & Henrie 
Gifford & Gresham 


- mee 
{(Twe te Gil} 


2d half (20-23) 
Lorimer & Hudson 
Calvert & Hurd 





Chas Ahearn Co 
(One to fill) 


Metropolitan (17) 
5 Mounters 

Allan Reno 
Harry Stanley Co 
Tiny Town Rev 
C Bennington Co 
(One to fill) 


Oriental 

ist half (17-19) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Romaine & Castle 
Homeward Bound 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Furman & Evans 
Earle Mountain Co 
Johnny Herman Co 
Jacksonians 
(One to fill) 


Palace 

ist half (17-19) 
Nolly Tate Co 
Helena Russo & P 
Stuart & Lash 

Cavaiicrs 
(One to fill) 

24 half (20-23) 
Heer & Minetta 





Lydell & Higgins 
Casa Lehn Co 
W’DHAVEN, L. IL. 
Willard 

Ist half (17-19) 
Strobel & Mertens 
Northiane & Ward 
Baxter & Bray 
Jack Wilson Co 
Virginia M’taineers 

2d half (20-23) 
The Duponts 
Mary Marlowe 
Kraft & LaMont 
Br'deis Carroll & M 
Fraternity Sq 
YONKERS, N. Y¥. 

Yonkers 

ist half (17-19) 
B & G Carmen 
Jerome Mann 
Wilkens & Wilkens 
Primrose Semon Co 
Jacksonians 

2d half (20-23) 
Strobel & Mertons 


« +t 
Parieii & Chadw'k 


Dare & Yates 
Whirl of ne 
(One te Gill) 





2a half (20-22) 
Olcott & Shirley 
Judson Cole 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Crystal 3 
Marie Nortstrom 
Guy Rarick Co 
C Howard & H'k'y 
P & L Carr 


CONEY ISLAND 
Til 


you 

Ist half (16-19) 
Miller & Kelo 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Lamont 4 
Doule & Donnelly 
Bert Hanlon 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Harum & Scarum 
Edison & Gregory 
Stone & Pillard 
Walker & Andree 
Jerry & Raby Gr’'ds 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (16) 





Collegians 


Murray & Oakiand 
Carter DeHaven 
(Two to fill) 

(9) 


4 Phillips 

Joe May & Dottie 
Dillon & Parker 
Mel Klee 

Sophie Tucker 


Bushwick 

lat half (16-19) 
Betty Reilly 
Halstead & Daniels 
Judson Cole 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Helen Justa & Chas 
Sydell & Spotty 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Roffin's Monkeys 
Mary Kelly 
Chisholm & Breen 
Packard & Dodge 
(One to fill) 


Greenpoint 

ist half (16-19) 
Olcott & Shirley 
Mardo & Raye 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Olympia Jules Co 
Justa & Charlie 
Gaffney & Walton 
Jimmy Reynolds 
Almad Gray Sis 

Kenmore 

ist half (16-19) 
Edna Torrence Co 
Chas Hopkins Co 
Corinne Tilton 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Bobby Henshaw 
Blood & Thunder 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Cooper & Cavan'gh 
Billy Arlington Co 
Johnny Berkes 
Stamm & Devere 


ist half (16-19) 
Duncan's Collies 
Edison & Gregory 
Jerry & Baby Gr'ds 
Yorke & Lord 
(One to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
The Rangers 
Clifford & Marion 
Paul yreerik 
(Two to fill 

24 half (13- 15) 
Le Paul 
Ates & Darling 
Blood & Thunder 
Corinne Tilton 
Big Parade 

AKRON 
Palace 

ist half (17-19) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Tom Waring 
Manny King 
Geo Rosener 
Pepito 

2d half (20-23) 
Alpine. Sports 
Tyler Mason 
Art Henry 
Helen Arden Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 
Maxine & Boby 
The Meyskos 
Jerome & Grey 


Hami'‘ton Sis & F 


ist half (17-19) 
Hollywood Melody 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Keep Smiling 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 
Vernon Sis 
Mooney & Wood 
Seed & Austin 
Exposit'n Jubilee 4 
Music Art Revue 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Karl 


e 

ist half (17-19) 
Louls & Cherie 
Mae Francis 
Walsh & Ellis 
Scott Saunders 
Al Butts & Peaches 

2d half (20-23) 
Dotson 
Savoy & Mann 
Billy Gilbert 3 
Chorus Ladies 
(One to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 
Santos & Butler Co 
3 London 
7 Stylish Steppers 
Vox & Walters 
Brems Fitz & M'hy 
Geo Wong Co 

BALTIMORE 
New Gardens (17) 
Irene Rich Co 
(Others fe fill) 


(10) 
Nan Halperin Unit 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON 
B. F. Keith (17) 
Vanessi Co 
(Others to fill) 
10) 


Miacahua 

Olin Landyk 
Collegians 

Hickey Bros 
Baclanova 

Murray & Oakland 
Bill Robinson 
Paul & Al Blum 
Keith-Albee (17) 
Plunkett & Mason 
Marie Valente 
Princess Pat 
(Two to fill) 

(10) 
Monroe & Grant 
Rosa Rosalie 
Mischief Makers 
Brooks & Nace 
Youth & Speed 
Scollay Sq. (17) 
Don Valerio Co 
Walter Fries Co 
Joe Freed Co 
Manilla Orch 

(10) 
White Bros 
Frank & Foreman 
Harry Robinson 
Lew Rice . 
The Rangers 
Lane & Harper 
Thomas & Fredr'k 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (17) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Yates & Lawley 
Claiborne Foster 
Seed & Austin 


(10) 
Happiness Girls 


Powers & Wallace 





Jos Browning 
(One to fill) 


W'tch This Rhyt'm 





CHARIATTE 
Carolina 


lst half (17-19) 
Fulton & Mack 
Adeline Bendon Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (13- 8) 
Manuel Vega 
Kraft & Lamont 
Bailey & Barnum 
J Burchill Blondes 
(One to fill) 

CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 
Bob Neilson 
Ken Murray Unit 
Bernice & Emily 

Mitchell & Durant 

Kikutas 

(10) 
Gus & Will 
Fleuerette Jeoffre 
Kelly & Jackson 
Nick Lucas 
Adier & Bradford 
Chic Sale 

State-Lake (17) 
E & J Rooney 
Tabor & Green 
Lulu McConnell 
The Sherwoods 
Little Jack Little 


(10) 

(One to fill) 
Tabor & Greene 
Natacha Nattova 
Hal Neiman 
Long Tack Sam 

CINCINNATI 

Atbee (17) 

H Jahns & Girls 
Slim Timblin 
Kitty Doner 
Jos Howard 
Lomas Tr 

CLEVELAND 

105th St. 

2d half (17-19) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Bentell & Gould 
Ken Christy 
Joe Howard 
(One to fill) 

2a half (20-23) 
B & L Gillette 
Undercurrent 
Jerome & Gray 
(Two to fill) 


(i0) 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Lulu McConnell 
Rae Samuels 
Mitchell & Durante 
The Sherwoods 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (17) 
Gus & Will 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Stanley & Ginger 
Gilda Gray 
(One to fill) 

(10) 
Derickson & Brown, 
Our Gang Kids 
Olgon & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 


NIAGARA FAILIS 
Belleview 

ist half (17-19) 
Campus Colleagues 
Hall & Pillard 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Froazini 
Howard Smith 
Hite Reflow Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (13-16) 
Aussie & Czech 
Miller Packer & §& 
Fan Faire 
(Two to fill) 


NORTH ADAMS 
ist half (17-19) 
Harris & Pepper 
Triple Art Rev 
(Three to fill) 
AND 
(17) 
Lottice Howell 
Reiily ‘Children 


Frank Devoe | 


U 8 Indian Bd 
(One to fill) 
(10) 


Margaret Morel 
Turner Bros 
Norton & Haley 
John Chas Thoma# 
Al Trahan Co 
Lester Irving 3 
AHA 


OM 
Orpheum (17) 





Gordon's Dogs 
Hurst & Vogt 








Gp 


— ——$—$— 


ENGLISH TOUR 








24 half (13-16) 
Alexander Sis 
Marie Vero 
Manny King 
Geo McLennon 
(One to fill) 

Palace (17) 
Long Tack Sam 
Angelo De Palma 
Roeer Imhoff 
Keller Sis & ~— 
Ben Blue 


(10) 
W'tch This aeahiee 
Lou Cameron 
Claiborne Foster 
McLillan & Sarah 
Schepp’s Com Cir 


Adler & Bradford 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Hap Hazard 
Yorke & King 
Red Donahue 


10) 
Campus Colleagues 
Art Henry 
Tom Waring 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 

FLUSHING 

ist half (17-19) 
Dennis McCurtin 
Clifford & Marion 
Bill Robinson 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Chas Hopkins Co 
Hickey Bros 
Zastro & White 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (13-16)° 
Ruth Mix Unit 
(Others to fill) 

JERSEY CITY 

Stat 


e 

ist half (17-19) 
Philson & Duncan 
Brandes C & Man 
(Three to fill) 

24 half (20-23) 
Mardo & — 
Trene Vermillion Co 

24 half (13-16) 
Libby's Flashlights 
Wm Halligan Co 
Spence & True 


Hillstreet (17) 
Count Berni Vici 
(Others by fill) 


Large & Morgner 
Ryan Sis 
Kenneth Harlan 
Evans & Mayer 
Lee Gail Ens 

Orpheum (17) 
Collegiate Unit 
Irene Franklin 
Bliomberg's Dogs 
(Two to fill) 

(10) 

Frank Wilson 
Gordon & Squires 
Frank Devoe 





—— —— 


Van & Schenck 
(Two to fill) 
(10)° 
Lester Irving 3 
Watson & Cohan 
Gilda Gray 
(Two to fill) 


OTTAWA 
Keith's (17) 
Elray Sis 
Baby Rose Marie 
Farrell Taylor Co 
Marty & May 
Balalaka Orch 


Turner & Grace 
Dirkson & Cassidy 
Wilson Crowley Co 
Ben Smith 
Friscoe Harmonists 


PHILADELPHIA 

Eerle (17) 
Kaye & Sayre 
Hayes & Fleeson 
Helen Beth Margo 
(Two to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Sheridan uare 
ist half (17-19) 
4 Lamys 
G & M Moore 
Jim McWilliams 
(Two to fill) 
ROCHEST 


, 


Palace 

ist half (17-19) | 
Ike Rose's Midgets 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (18-16) 
Bentell & Gould 
Prince Wong 
Ken Christy 
Watson Sis 
6 Bracks 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (17) 
Bee Starr 
B & J Browne 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Sylvia Clark 
Mangean Tr 


(10) 

Count Berni Vict 
(Others to fill) 

Orpheum (i7) 
Shannon's Frolics 
Hyde & Burrill 
John Barton Co 
Ward & Van 
Eddie Borden Co 
John Chas Thomad 


(10) 
Collegiate Unit 
Ada Brown 
Al Herman 
Bee Starr 
(One to fill) 

SCHENECTADY 

ist half (17-19) 
Keep Smiling 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (20-23) 
Friscoe Harmonists 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (13-16) 
Hollywood Melody 
(Others to fili) 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N V. & 


DR. JULIAN ’ SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week 
Harty Stanley; Seam Boutelle 








A Friedland Rev 

Gus Arnheim Orch 

Buck & Bubbles 
LOUISVILLE 


Rialto 

ist half (17-19) 
Lomas Tr 
Marie Vero 
Angus & Searle 
Alexander Sis 
Bob Murphy 

2d half (20-23) 
De Pace 
Walter Wahl 
Rudde!ll & D'nigan 
Bob Murphy 
(One to filly 

2d half (13-16) 
Al B White's Rev 
Master Jay Ward 
(Three to fill) 

gg ls 


Palace ( 
Ethel Norine 
Derickson & Brown 
Wells & Brady 


Jsanstts Hackett 
Weaver Bros 
Home Foiks 


Harris & Radcliffe 





— 


SEATTLE 
Orpheum (17) 
Dixie 4 
Chase & La Tour 
Galli-Rini &* Sis 
Herb Williams Co 
Kitchen Pirates 


(10) 
Diehl Sis & McD 
Nathal 
George Beatty 
Parker & Babs 
(One to fill) 

ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis (17) 
Chaney & Fox Co 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Kelly & Jackson 

Nick Lucas 
Carl Freed Orch 


(10) 
Little Jack Little 
Wells & Brady 
Gordon & King 
Louisville Loons 
(One to fil!) 
SyvRre4cusE 
Keith's 
ist half (17-19) 
Talbot Kenny 








— 
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CHICAGO, ILL. 
Belmont 
Ist half (17-19) 
Pastime Rev 
#ims & Bailey 
Johnny Barry Co 
2d half (20-22) 
Deebee & Hudson 
(Two to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitel 
ist half (16-18) 
Billy Glason 


(Two to fill) 

2a half (19-21) 
Quinn Ryan 
(Two to fill) 


DES MOINES, IA. 


Orpheum 

Ist half (15-18) 

Fine's Follies 
Lyte!ll & Fant 
qOne to fill) 

2a half (19-21) 
Biliy Glason 
(Two to fill) 


GD al ag M’H. 


Par 
ist half (16-18) 
Mdazeed Arabs 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Mediey & Dupree 
Alexander & Olsen 





Slim Timblin C« 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-22) 
3 Jests 
(Two to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 

Ist half (15-18) 
Hal Neiman 
Carnival of Venice 
(One to fill 


2a half (19-21) 
Emory Manley Co 
S Wilson & Girls 
(One to fill) 


M'’LW’UKEE, Ws. 


Riverside (15) 
Terrell & Hanley 
Herbert's Rebels 
(One to fill) 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 


ist half (15-18) 
Emory Manley Co 
S Wilson & Girls 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Carnival of Venice 
Hal Neiman 
(Three to fill) 


SIOUX CITY, IA. 


eum 
ist half (15-17) 


4 Camerons 

2a half (20-22) 
Marveltone 
Jack Hanley 
Chase Boys Choir 
KALA’‘’ZOO, MICH. 

State 

ist half (16-19) 
Reynolds & White 
Bob Hall 
Demarcos 

2d half_ (20-22) 
Typical Topics 
(Two to fill) 








(One to fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
Reyno!ds & White 


Hooper & Gatchett 


(One to fill) 
PONTIAC, 
State 
ist half (16-19) 
Arthur Petley 
Marveltone 
(One to fill) 
2d half (20-22) 
Bob Hall 


(Two to filly 








Stanley-Fabian 





ELIZABETH, N. J. 
Ritz 


ist half (17-19) 
Norman Thomas 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (20-25) 
Marty &.Nancy 
Sam Mann Co 
Helen Beth Margo 
(Two to fill) 
HOBOKEN, N. Jd. 

Fabian 
Ist half (17-19) 





Norman Thomas 
(Three to fill) 


PATERSON, N. J. 


Regent 
ist half (17-19%) 
Marty & Nancy 
Sam Mann Co 
Josie Harmon 


H’py Go L’ky Cl'ns 


(One to fill) 


UNION CITY, N. J. 


Lincoin 





























Plot on which West End theatre 
|stands, 362-370 West 125th street, 
}owned and held for 27 years by Joe 
Weber, has been sold. Theatre will 
be torn down, 








| Mrs. Sophia Civeru, wife of the 
, Russian singer, and Virginia Collins, 
|}pupil, are suing Sono-Art Co. for 
| $10,000 and $5,000, respectively, be- 
‘cause of mistreatment and humilfa- 
j tion suffered when forcibly put out 
|of the Selwyn theatre, April 16, 
|after presenting tickets worth $14 
,apiece on opening night of the film. 
| “The Rainbow Man” Company 
| claims tickets were stolen en route 
between Par and Selwyn theatres. 





“The Dark Hours,” in which the 
eharacter of Jesus is utilized, by 
Don Marquis, is announced for pro- 
duction next season by Mrs. Don 
Marquis. The play is said to deal 
with the healing power of Christian- 
ity. 


| Ethel Barrymore Colt, daughter of 








| by 

















Alex C. Bimnenfeld, manager of 
the Pershing theatre, was kidnapped 
a bandit trio from in front of 
his home and forced to turn over 
the theatre safe combination and 
keys. Binnenfeld said the take was 
$2,000. 





LOS ANGELES 


Mrs. Sam tichards dancer, 
awarded divorce decree in Superioi 
Court on charges of cruelty 





sister of Estelle 


Helen White 
Taylor Dempsey divorced from 
toger P. White. She charged non- 


support. 

Pickford-Fairbanks Studios Corp., 
originally formed as a holding com- 
pany for the screen players’ inter- 
ests, has been dissolved by Superior 
Court Judge McComb. Recent mer- 
ger of United Artists made this con- 
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Hayes & Fleeson 2d half (13-16) Ore > 4 kk uth & = a ehtee Genaien Gee Marie Regan her son. Arthur Shaw actor | asserted price of $17,500 
ainty Marie Bicknell Bere Medeor canes ves SS vemos oey Chance Ba nitidaamads a 
one ns all) Whitfield & Irelana | (One to fill) (Two to fill Pg ped Janasen’s Hofbrau Vietor Talkir M ’ C hav K . 
ENTON Record Boys emia y Teddy King cto aking Macuine UY. AVES George K. Arthur failed to appea 
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¢ rs to fill) WINNIPEG . , Yourli Yourno ithe 1 le t $)1E - shawe : ~e 
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Leh & Bell Peter Higgins po lh «nn Oakland's Terrace — “uy unpaid diwdends "|! Judge Gualano awarded judgment to 
‘wank Connelle (Others to fill) bay TOmCmartre Will Oakland Augus Aes |} the company. 
jotland Rev YOUNGSTOWN |; Ernie Coeman Or | Buddy Kennedy —— - “ 
(Twi to fill) Keith's | Johnson & Murphy | Blanche & Elliott Fire destroyed ‘the old Bowery | . ‘ 
TROY Ist half (17-19) —-—~ - tlob Plaza Kay Green heat later Ned Thal nd in| Russian Double Eagle Cafe has 
ist half (17-19) Aipine Sports Don Howard Rosalie Wynne . ras a awn ey = yd, + oe Mga j filed suit against the local gas and 
Music Art Rey er ee sake ‘Saaee shi gy . M ee ee eee ee electric company for °$110,200 dam- 
Others to fill) Art Henry ‘*has Baron sniriey La Mont een at ’ nenten ” ante . ‘ 
‘ ca half 420-23) Helen Arden C¢ an ages Dick Gasparre Or Ada Winston George Eastman’s $200,000 vift to | ages. ‘ harg S are that the tire 
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gad half (13-16) 4 Aces & a Queen LORUNTO Elizabeth & Ba Dan Healy : F the gas company 
Keep Smiling Tom Waring Pantages (17) Jungleland \dia Kouznetzoff Loretta Flushing Oxford University ; 
thers” Geo Rosene : Senerkode = ian Dorothy Cranby ea Fea Ss! 
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> NION HILL Pepito | Alone Bway = pat ast i; h we een et 4 Sylvester Sullivan, special rep. for Ferdinand P. Earle, artist, hiled 
» hg 7-19) , ) - aT aq" : | a ey wee ! . | swe : . , re se suit of 
ist nex, (17-19) ae Pie. 06 | Foley & LaTour L. BEAC H, CAL. Connie’s Inn Alles Cavin y Morris Gest. through his attorney } ani wel to breach of proml e uit f 
Berk & Saun |. oa ne S28 «Three to fill) Pantages (17) Leonard “ he ees en Weiss has filed cuit!) Dolores Salazar. dancer, in Superior 
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Whiteh’'a & Alv’r’y | Revel Bros & Red HAMILTON | Pollard Le R Smith Bd Court, setting up as defense that he 
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‘TOLEDO, 0. an gence = |” * #8 Dine Miner & Root moon at leisure, John Q. Stewart, | 0€r if) te) yen Rly BeBe sige 
Pr or Pantages (17) Pantages (17) CHICAGO professor of astronomy at Prince- we nsi sise ot a come his wife. She 
oct | Jean Granese O'Dette Chas & M’k | ton, tied a camera on the end of his | “°** ad 
| Keep Movin Leonid Martov Siabam Edith Rogers telescope, hitched up an_ electric — 
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666 Sycamore St TULSA, OKLA. Pantages (17) Ray West Maude T. Gordon added to “Ilu- Bh 
Ch’berlin & Himes Orpheum (17) Jose Fernandez Co | (Two to fill) CHICAGO sion,” Par. \ 
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nait l7 M & A ‘Skelles But rf id Betty Marvin, dancer, arrested Virgini Bruce added p .# i 
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at ee ‘ rr me to fill) ertie (Continued from page 34) twice-in one week, first on charge} Concert,” Par. es 
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Nell Arnaut & Bro| Jack Hanley too many barbecue sandwiches. WB. 
Sargent & Lewis Devil's Circus 


Fred Mackaye 
Murder Case,” U. 
Pathe has changed title 
Two Cents” to “Big News.” 
Elizabeth Patterson opposite Will 
Rogers in “They Had to See Paris.” 


added to “Drake 


of For 


Fex. 


Racquel Torres, added to “Under 


a Texas Moon,” WB. 


Tyrone Brerton and Irving Bacon, 


added to “Side Street,” Radio. 


Complete cast “Half Marriage.” 


Radio, Olive Borden, Morgan Farley, 


Ann Greenway, 
James Eagle, 
Bradbury, Jr., 


Anderson Lawler, 
Ken Murray, James 
Sally Blane, Jack 


Trent, G. Pat Collins, Hedda Hop- 


per. Richard Tucker, Will Stanton, 


and John Beck. 


T. Roy Barnes and Ford Sterling. 
added to “Sally,” FN. 


Title of “Cradle Snatchers” 
changed to “Why Leave Home?”, 
Fox. 


3uck Connor, co-author and col- 
laborator on short stories, feature 
articles and novels of western life, 
and who acts in pictures, now play- 


2 


7 


f 


- aed 








(Two to fill) Sherman & Savoy lst half (17-18) |Ethel Barrymore, graduated from| cern unnecessary. ing his first talking part in “The* 
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Aspirin No Good For Suicide 
Attaches of a gambling casiné on the Riviera, always on the alert for 
any suicidal tendencies inside or outside of the game rooms, proved their 
watchfulness one evening this the annoyed embarrassment 


season to 


of an elderly lady roulette player. 

While playing the woman asked for a glass of water. About to drink 
it she took ‘ee pills from her purse and swallowed them. 

Instantly the woman was seized by the attendants and carried into a 
Side roon Despite her yells and struggles, she had to suffer a stomach 
pump 

When it had quieted down and the woman could speak, the mob around 
her heard she had taken aspirin for a headache. 

Colored Shirts Fitted to Window Names 
Herbert Fields is on display in a Times Square shop, pictured In a 


verdant green shirt with a yellow cravat. 

This same shop has been displaying in its windows screen and stage 
stars dolled up in their photos. 
Tields easing in the frce plugging exhibition. 


Sheet Writing Beauts Landing Muggs 

Times Square has been flooded of late with the niftiest set of female 
sheet writers’this town haS ever seen. Everyone looks like a show girl. 
All the girls claim they are either going through college or working for 
a trip to Europe. 

How they have taken the show boys! In one film building where you 
have to be pérsonally introduced by no less than a senator these girls 
crashed. One girl captured $300 in subscriptions. 

In one office the girls were personally conducted, one landing $200 and 
the other $80. 

Thé girls are selling magazines from House and Garden to La Vie 
Parisianna. 

The Broadway boys haven't been up against the female sheet writer. 
A few old time lot men like Pat Casey and Tom Gorman would get: it. 





Surprising Marty Forkins 

‘Marty Forkins dropped in’ at the Tough Club, 243 West 14th street, 
Wednesday night to attend a dinner. Much to his surprise President 
Frank Corbett placed Marty at seat on the dais next to Mayor James 
Walker. 

Marty went helpless when the Mayor paid him a personal tribute and 
then handed Marty a gold-platinumed Elks card case as a token from 
the club. The dinner was Marty’s, even if he didn't know. 

The Tough Club, organized since 1854, comprises over 1,000 of New 
York’s biggest political leaders including the Mayor, Judge Olvany and 
others. The club motto is “Bend but never break.” 


Judge Goldsmith Inducted 


Pe Judge Frederick E. Goldsmith was sworn into office as a municipal 


court justice yesterday at the court where he will preside at 2565 Broad- 
way. Assemblyman John H. Conroy was chairman of the committee 
arranging the reception at the induction, 


Bernard Tompkins, U. S. D. A. 

Bernard Tompkins, young lawyer with offices in the Paramount build- 
ing, was recently appointed an assistant on the'staff of U. S. District 
Attorney Charles D. Tuttle in New York. In addition to practicing law, 
Tompkins still has the concessionaire privileges in theatres playing 
Schwab and Mandel and: Ear! Carroll attractions, as he had before his 
admittance to the bar. 

“B’way Week” a Dud 

Another flop, but this time not theatrical, was recorded by the sponsors 
‘of “Broadway Week.” 

Every year the Broadway Merchants or Business Men's Association 
stages a “Broadway Week,” but barring a little auto parade it doesn’t 
mean much. 

A few stores went in for a special “Broadway Week display” but it 
didn’t ring true. Perhaps the hiring of a slick press agent or a coupla 
showmen might have turned the special week into something. Other- 
wise a dud 

; Car Stealers 

The open season for stolen cars is on. Cops in the Broadway section 

are inspecting all machines parked:in the T. 5S. section. 
Soft Drink Flood 

The race between the soft drinks tubs is on. To date Nedick, the 
orange juice king, who has made more money apparently out of the 
squeezed orange than the Candlers did with coca-cola, leads the list. 
Nedick's claims 175 stores in New York and Brooklyn alone. This is a 
chain leader. Nobody knows how many indie orange drink parlors there 
are around. 

The pineapple drink stand is coming slowly. 
day will never come when the p. a. d 
juice vogue. 


sets are odds on that the 
will out popularize the orange 


The best readers of the Times ribbon news ‘bulletins sent streaming 
along the outside of the Times building in T. S. are the coppers 
Hurdy-Gurdy Lingers 
The old hurdy-gurdy or street organ, almost extinct, is still to be 
heard during certain week days in the Times Square section. 
An old grizzled Italian and his wife make a certain beat with 
machine every week. Mostly the pickings is in pennies. 


their 


It’s a break for the song writers with | 


SASS eS 


Asbury Park 

Asbury Park, June 9. 
This town is left without vaude, 
ithe St. James this week’ starting 
|its summer schedule of two fea- 


}ture pictures per bill. 
changed weekly, Sundays. 











Boxing is apparently starting up- 
ward after dragged way down in 
| this section, 





Auto-wagon crash in Deal t’other 
day. Police recorder found driver 
of the horse guilty for not slowing 
down at intersection, 


And then there's the town's lead- 
ing speakeasy. So prominent fed- 
|eral raiders called, departed and re- 
turned with a padlock decree, only 
to find that the “sandwich shoppe” 
had moved two doors away and the 
injunction didn’t mean a thing. 





Leo Lazaro and his orchestra 
have deserted Broadway for the 
tecreation pier at Long Branch. 





Deal Inn opened the season in 
auspicious style Satdee night, when 
A. A. Corby, proprietor, exhibited 
Rudy ‘Vallee’s Gondoliers to his 
patrons. : 





Heady Fireman Moves © 
Audience Out Orderly 


Due. to the presence of mind of 
Fireman William E. Krauss, of Ein- 
gine Co. 19, about 400 people, half 
of whom were children, marched 
quietly out of the Grand opera 
house, 23rd street and 8th avenue. 


A picture was being projected 
when suddenly several feet of film 


exploded. Two operators in the 
booth sought to extinguish it. One 
was painfully burned. The film 


burned out, but not before a quan- 
tity of smoke had filled the theatre. 
In the rear of the theatre was 
Fireman Krauss. He saw some of 
the kids starting to leave. Sum- 
moning several ushers Krauss had 
them advise the audience there was 
no danger and instructed them to 
lead the women and children into 
the lobby. 

He then hurried to the box office 
where he phoned fire headquarters. 
Meantime someone had turned in 
an alarm from the box on the cor- 
ner. Krauss returned to the the- 
atre and assisted the ushers in get- 
ting the audience out. 

When the fire apparatus arrived 
there was nothing to do. Ushers 
opened the exits and after the the- 
atre had been ventilated the audi- 
ence was permitted to return and 
witness the show. 





OHIO DOG MUTUELS OKAYED 


Toledo, June 11. 

Prosecution of gambling charges 
on use of “donation and refund” 
System in dog races has failed, and 
the West Jefferson Kennei Club 
continues. A 

Governor Cooper, besides going 
after pup races, also offered aid to 
various county officials in prevent- 
ing gambling on ponies, sarcastic- 
ally declined. 


Programs | 
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Einger’s Dog Cae 
Finally Costs Him $25 


“Tot” Qualters, former show girl, 
has three decisions over Arthur Et- 
tlinger, real estate dealer, of the 
Embassy hotel. Ettlinger ques- 
tioned a recent decision of Magis- 
trate Hyman Bushel and took it to 
the Court of Special Sessions. 

The three justices there ruled Et- 
tlinger should have a rehearing. He 
did. Judge Bushel had first im- 
posed a suspended sentence. Magis- 
trate Brough, who heard the same 
facts, fined the real estate dealer 
$25. Ettlinger paid. 

Ettlinger’s attorney announced he 
had enough of it when asked if he 
was going to appeal. 

The trouble all centred around a 
“Peke.” Tot was airing a “Peke.” 
Ettlinger saw her with the dog. He 
shouted it was his. He obtatned a 
Summons charging her with’ keep- 
ing his “Peke.”, 


“Tot” has two good ‘looking 
sisters. She came to court in one 
of her sister’s cars. The dog ‘was 


in the machine. Ettlinger; she said, 
began to jump on the running 
board. She’ ordered him off and 
then charged him with disorderly 
conduct. 

Magistrate Bushel had Ettlinger 
finger-printed and remanded ‘to 
West Side Jail fur three days péend- 
ing an investigation and the'report 
of a probation officer. The Court 
then imposed the suspended 
sentence. 

A short time later “Tot” again 
haled him to West Side Court claim- 
ing that Ettlinger was annoying 
her. Again he was found guilty 
and placed under a peace bond by 
Magistrate Ewald. 

At this’ hearing Miss Qualters 
said, “Judge, the dog is mine. But 
I am willing to give it to Ettlinger.” 
She did. 


Dr. Unger With Lease 
All Alone in Building 


In the heart of Times Square is 
a man who is occupying a building 
all by himseif.. He is Dr. Harry 
Unger and the building is’ at 263 











West 42nd street.'. The medico is 
occupying the building alone; be- 
cause he refuses to move, as he has 
a lease which does not terminate 
until Oct. 1, 

Dr. Unger. and his brother, Max, 
have been in the place for 12 years. 
Reeently the owners decided to tear 
it down and erect an office build- 
ing. All tenants moved with the 
exception of the doctor and’ his 
brother. 

Wreckers were sent to the place 
and started work of demolition, but 
this did not interfere with the doc- 
tor. He continued to have patients 
come to his office. On several oc- 
casions when the lights were turned 
off Dr. Unger became electrician 
and repaired them. 

May 22 the landlord, Schulte 
Realty Corp., brought dispossess 
proceedings in the Third District 
Municipal Court in an effort to evict 
him. The judge told attorneys for 
both sides to submit briefs and said 
that he would then hand down his 
decision. Meantime Dr. Unger is 





holding the fort. 





stand cutting. 


prescriptions, 


“Wm. Penn,” “Golden Wedding” and “Meadville,” like bourbons,. can’t 


The average drug store is permitted by the government to purchase 12 
cases a year which allows it to dispense a case a month on doctors’ 
A doctor on application supplied with book of 100 
blanks which under the rules is supposed to last him three months, 

A druggist who prefers to sell his liquor allotment legitimately for 


Drug Stores, Doctors and Speaks 

Recent liquor developments as viewed from the physician-prescrip- 
tion-pharmacist angle around New York is further proof that the dry 
enforcement agents are up against a stone wall when it comes to carry- 
ing out the letter of the law. ’ 

Several weeks ago the local prohibition office sent out letters to all 
drug stores stating that 100 books containing 100 doctor’s prescriptions 
each had been lost, strayed or stolen. Pharmacists were warned -not 
to accept any of the numbered blanks missing and to help apprehend 
anyone trying to buy on one of the stolen prescriptions.: The druggists 
were also ordered to inform the office if any “stolen” prescriptions had 
been already honored. 

Check-up showed that most of the unaccounted for 10,000 blanks had 
been presented to druggists weeks before with approximately 10,0006 
pints of rye or 450 cases of potabie liquor diverted. Most of this stuff 
undoubtedly found its way into the hands of bootleggers. In this process 
many physigians and pharmacists indirectly were concerned. 

A pint of the Mccoy rye such as “Old Overholt,” “Monongahela” “Gib- 
son's” and “Spring Garden,” Pennsylvania ryes, of a thick heavy quality, 
regarded as the best liquor distilled in this country, can be successfully 
cut from five to nine ways by an experienced legger. A case of this 
quality stuff stands the druggist about $50 with speakeasies willing to 
pay twice that amount for the same stuff. 

The druggist rarely takes a chance on cutting his rye preferring to | 
deal with a reliable middleman who in turn supplies the bootlegger. 
Kentucky whiskies such as “Four Roses,” “Old Grandad,” “Old Forester” 
and other bourbons which stand the druggist from $35 to $40 a case 
cannot be tampered with successfully, lacking in consistency. 
the sort of liquor usually handed out when an unknown 
prescription at the corner drug store. 





ittis iS 
presents a 
Canadian import ryes such as} 


$4 a pint, thus making a 100 per cent profit is, according to trade lingo, 
Selling “the short way,” while those who make a quick turn-over by 
dealing indirectly with speaks at a greater margin of profit are work- 
ing “the long way.” 

Doctors usually get $3 for a casual examination of a patient whose 
chief desire is a liquor prescription. .A friendly druggist can get one 
for $2, he usually giving the doctor a liberal discount on all purchases. 
Some doctors desiring a quick touch of $200 turn over theig whole 
book of 100 prescriptions to a druggist to use as he sees fit and then 
report their books lost, strayed or stolen to the prohibition office with 
little chance of being checked up or called to account. In this manner rye, 
which is the mainstay of speakies, finds its way there with the co- 
operation of druggists on a quick, profitable cash transaction with a 
trustworthy friend standing in as a go-between for a cut in on each 
case delivered. 

The demand for rye slackens considerable during the summer months 
but the Pennsylvania rye obtained through druggists is bringing at 
present around $135 a case from whisperlow operators, who can make 
five cases out of it by adding alcohol, water and coloring matter. 


Noise in a Boiler Factory 
An automatic French horn that refused to stop yodeling brought a 
“juad of police to the Square yesterday. It had the young femme driver 
in hysterics before the cop mechanic <tilled the contraption and reduced 
Broadway to its usual boiler factory quiet. 
Glow Worm Rum Runners 
Summor cottagrars livine near the shore on Long Island Sound 


made 
+ stupendous discovery late the other night. 


Bootleggers were about. 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Inaccurate Biographies 


By CLAUDE BINYON 


WILLIAM PINE 

Discovering a hair on his chest in 
1908, Bill Pine walked the Loop 
three days with his shirt open. Un- 
able to stand the exposure the hair 
withered and fell sloppily to the 
sidewalk. It was the greatest les- 
son Pine ever received, despite its 
tragedy, teaching him indubitably 
that press agentry may flop by its 
own blatancy. 

In 1919 Pine was working 
Hearst paper, with four hairs and 
a shy look in his eyes. Slinking 
along the corridor one day he bump- 
ed into a large-headed copy 
wearing glasses. 

“Excuse me, sir,” said Pine, who 
was only the star reporter. 

“Young man,” said the copy boy, 
“you, need poise and assurance. 
There will be a real estate boom 
in Florida within a few years. Why 
don’t you waltz down there now 
and sell lots?” 

“Thanks,” said 
will.” 

Shortly afterward Pine went to 
Fla. and became press agent for 
Gilda Gray, and the copy boy 
started writing squibs under name 
of Arthur Brisbane. 

Pine had twice as much fun press 
agenting Gilda as he would have 
had in two Florida booms, Watch- 
ing her toss the hay daily, he be- 
came confident, straightforward and 
even cynical, . 

“Life is like that,” he was heard 
to mutter one day. “Just a bale of 
straw on an ocean of hips.” 

“What do you mean?” asked a 
nearby usher. 

“T .mean,” .said Pine thought- 
fully, “that there are two strikes 
on us before we go to bat and the 
umpire is the pitcher’s mother.” 

“Yes sir,” said the usher, witha 
yessing coach. 

“Say,” said Pine, “you look like 
a smart kid. There's going to be a 
real estate boom in Utah within’a 
teouple of years. Why don’t you hop 
down there and get a head start 
selling lots? What you need iis 
poise and assurance.” 

“Yes, sir,” replied 
“maybe I will.” 

Shortly afterward the usher, who 
happened to’be one of the seven 
Balaban Brothers, was handling his 
share of the B. & K. theatres and 
Pine was’ one of their ace’ press 
agents. They met in the lobby of 
a Marks Bros. theatre one day, 
where both had gone to see how 
many B: & K. customers were two- 
timing. 

“Hello, A. J.,” said Pine. 

“I'm John,” replied the former 
usher, 

“You look like Max,” said Pine. 

“T feel like Dave,” said John. 

“Some people mistake you for 
Elmer,” said Pine. 

“IT know,” agreed John, “It’s be- 
cause I go around with Harry and 
wear Barney’s ties.” ; 

“Oh,” said Pine. “By the way, 
I see you didn’t go tc Utah.” 

“By Jove!” exclaimed John, 
‘I've been trying to think of that 
place you mentioned ever since.” 

Pine considered a moment. “Par- 
don me,” he said, “but could you 
lend a guy carfare to New York?” 

“Certainly,” said John. “What are 
you going to do there?” 

“Visit Arthur Brisbane,” said 
Pine. “And if he tells me to go to 
Oklahoma I'll buy a ticket to Ne- 
vada and become a mineral water 
king.” 

“You know what Broadway will 
call you?” asked John, 

“What?” said Pine. 

“They'll call you the Runout 
Kid,” said John darkly. 


on a 


boy 


Bill, “maybe I 


the usher, 


“Here,” said Pine, “is your 
money.” 
Then he went home to his wife 


and kids. 
and. Bill. 


Going for both John 





COLORED ACTOR FORFEITS 


Leroy Morton, coloree, actor in 
vaude, and living at 130 West 132nd 
street, forfeited his. bail of $500 
when failing to appear in Special 
Sessions for trial on a charge of 
possessing policy slips. 

The court received a wire from 
Morton from Dayton, asking for an 
adjournment. Justices declined the 
request, declared his bail forfeited 
and issued a bench warrant for his 
arrest. 

The actor was arrested by Police- 
man John Roberts of the West 135th 
street station, in an alleged speak- 
easy at 428 Lenox avenue, Feb. 20. 

He found several slips on Morton. 





N. V. A. Tournament 

the dates set for 
\ Calf Toaurnament It 
will be held at the Salisbury Course, 
Long Island, 


June 24-25 are 
‘the N. VY, A 
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Stories by Jack Conway 





From 1920, onward, Jack Conway wrote a series of stories appearing 


in Variety. 
players and pugs. 
in Variety, April 8, 1921. 


CON’S “TOMATO” GOES 
AFTER REAL COIN 


Gyps the Gyppers Upstate— 
Father Couldn’t Save Him 





Olean, N. Y., 

Dear Chick: 
Tomato and me 
of gyppers from 
grabbed ourselves 
keep us in grease 
of the summer. 
We cum up 
here to box a 
guy called Kid 
Pepper who is 
a local bird 
that has been 
flattening all 
the set ups 
the y could 
throw at him. 
A flocks of 
ex-wires nd 
bookies has 
been cleanin’ 


April 4, 


crossed a flock 
this burg and 
enough jack to 
for the balance 








Mostly the stories dealt with baseball 
This series is reprinted weekly. 


and prize fights, 
Story below appeared 





DORE’ DAVIDSON’S ESCAPE 


Hit by Truck on Sixth Ave.—Able 
To Make Friars Club Afterward 





Dore Davidson, 70, escaped death 
by a fraction when struck by a 
commercial truck at 6th avenue and 
43rd streeet. He was thrown heav- 
illy to the roadway. Bystanders 
carried him to a nearby store. 

Patrolman John Kain of West 
47th street station called Dr. Gand- 
ers of Flower Hospital. Davidson 
was taken to the hospital where Dr. 
Ganders gave him a thorough ex- 
amination. 

Davidson’s arm was badly cut 
and lacerated. After attended to he 
repaired immediately to the Friars, 
where he lives, There he was sur- 
rounded by club members to hear 
from the noted actor of how trucks 
nor anything else could kill him. 

The truck, operated by Charles 
Jacob, 281 Front street, Secaucus, 
N. J., was proceeding north on 6th 
avenue. The lights were against 
the actor. Jacob had the right of 
way, the police said. Mr. Davidson 
started across and was hit. 











Convention Suggestions 





Los Angeles, June 11. 


Here is a partial list of con- 
vention gags, suggested by the 
Shriners which might be of 
use for other gatherings where 
the key of the city is handed 
over: , 

Pick out the busiest 
section 


inter- 
in town around 5:30 
Pp. m. and stage a 30-minute 
drill. Sure to command the 
admiration of all the people 
trying to get home for dinner. 

Park cars in the middle of 
the street while you run up to 
the hotel for a drink. 

Direct traffic with a red 
lantern and stop every good- 
looking frail that passes. The 
telephone numbers are mostly 
phoney anyway. 

Wrap your kopethetic pal up 
in a mattress and drop him 
out the third story window. 
Bound to sober him up. 

Lead a stuffed skunk around 
on a leash suggests that you 
want to be left alone. 

Carrying a lighted candle will 
attract pedestrians and keep 
them from asking for a match. 

Carrying an armful of gin 
and a case of: white rock on 
your shoulders through the 
main stem will attract as much 
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Mrs. Alex Carr Must Go 
To Conn.; Kidnaped Son 


Magistrate Alexaneer Brough, in 
Wesr Side Court, ruled that Mrs. 
Alexande; Carr, formerly Helen 


Cressman Gugger, must return to 
Connecticut to answer to the 
tharge of kidnaping her eight-year 
old son, Paul Gueger. 

Jerome Jacobs, her attorney, 
fought the fugitive chargé in West 
Side Court. 
torney Saul Price argued as vehe- 
mently and asserted that the Court 
was powerless. Mrs, Carr came to 
court accompanied by her husband. 

Following the hearing Mrs. Carr 
was turned over to detectives El- 
wood Divver, Bill O'Connor of West 
68th street and Joseph Sullivan, de- 
tective, attached to Police Head- 
quarters of New Haven, Conn, They 
left to go to the District Attorney's 
office while Mr. Jacobs went before 
Judge Valente to argue a writ of 
habeas corpus. 

According to Divver and O’Con- 
nor Mrs. 


Too Much Shop Talk in Times Square’ 
Show People Vamping for Summer 





Why 


Assistant District At- | 


a 


+ —E 
By battalions, squads and trucks, 
theatrical residents of the Times 
Square district are exiting to Long 
Island, Westchester and parts ex- 
clusive. 
this sudden exodus after 


years of tenanting theatrical hotels 
and boarding houses? One person- 
age who has just -moved his other 
suit and press clippings out of a 
hotel into a Flatbush bungalow 
gives the low-down. 

“It’s the utsnay. Broadway's too 
full of theatre talk—that’s why,” 
explained the guy who has prob- 
ably told more people how he went 
at the supper show than any other 
deuce-spotter in the business, 

“A guy needs a change, see? 
Four shows a day, five on Mother’s 
Day and other Western Union cele- 
brations, should be enough ‘shop.’ 
Even an opening act's gut to relax 
sometime. 

“But try to get away from the- 
atre-talk in this town! Gee, you 
can't turn without some mug com- 
ing up and telling you that the 
talkies is murdering the business or 
how the new patter chorus about 
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Carr stated that 
came to this city and took the son’s 
dog from her while she was airing 
it. He is also alleged to have given 
her a drubbing, said Divver. 


Gugger|Ma turns the ticket-buyers into 
Niag'’ra Falls. And all the time you 
know that the only Falls he’s ever 
seen is when the act flopped. It’s 


got me goofy. It’s—its soul-de- 


attention as Godiva on horse- 
back. 

If the girls are stockingless, 
fill seltzer bottles with ice wa- 
ter and let them have it on the 





up bettin’ on 
this sap and 
in addition he 
has the police 
force, the may- 


Friars Kid New Judge 
While Feeding Him 








CON - The warrant charges Mrs. Carr | stroying,” he added, proving that at 
or and the fire limbs as they enter hotel lob with abduction and larceny of the | one time or Ben tobe hea read @ 
hich bies. Surefire for a dinner ea 
department on his side, whic dog, a Chow. The Chow is costly | hook 
makes him about 8 to 5 to lick The Friars tossed Frederick E. date, . 


and was bought by Mr. Gugger for 








Dempsey in his home town. 


I had been tipped off that the 
burg was poison but Tomato want- 
ed to work so we took a chance. I 
had a $500 weight forfeit up and 
knew Tomato would be over weight 
and that I was stuck for the jack 
any way, so we decided to go through 
with the match to try and get some 
of it back. 

The kid has been growing heavy 
and won't be a lightweight much 
longer unless he saws off a leg. 
We aint in town a half an hour 
after weighin in before one of the 
local gamblers grabs me in the hotel 


Goldsmith, its newest jurist-member, 
quite a nice honorary feed Saturday 
night, celebrating his appointment 
to judgeship in the New York City 
courts. 

Freddie was kidded plenty along 
with the compliments and the speak- 
ers claimed they knew what they 
were talking about. The club’s 
newly elected Dean, I. H. Herk, di- 
rected the event from the center of 
the dais and paced the kidders with 
no little skill—and some luck. 

Captain Irving O’Hay made the 
first hit of the after-dinner special- 
ists, even though he declared that 
Freddie knows as much _ about 











NOISIEST SPOT 
ON ROLLERS 
AT GARDEN 


Biggest noise in town is at Madi- 





the boy, who was not in court. 

Mrs, Carr divorced Gugger, 
baron, of 495 Prospect street, 
Haven, in 1923. 
she married Carr, the actor. 
has a daughter by Carr. Mrs. 
was formerly in the “Follies.” 

“Your Honor, 
perverted prosecution on the part of 
a former husband I am entitled to 
an adjournment, and 1 will not sac- 
rifice any of my client’s legal 
rights,” said Jacobs. It was then 
that Price explained the court was 
powerless. 

According to Jacobs, Mrs. Carr 
was freed from Gugger in 1923 and 


coal 
New 


She 


A year or so later 
Carr 


this is a case of 


“Take the average day of a 
vaudeville artist,” he continued. 
How does it start? The alarm 
clock don’t wake him—the wife 
calls ‘15 =minutes!’ Then he 
gets made up for the day; de- 
cides to break in a new suit ang 
seguies out into the elevator. 

“The elevator boy gives him a 
booker’s once over and says, ‘Gee, 
Boss, you sho’ looks like a head- 
liner.’ 

“Then he heel-and-toes over ‘to 
breakfast at the A. & B. 

“*How’s the eggs today?’ he asks 
Mae, the china cracker. 

“She gives him a big-time smile 


nee gee gy to a Pig eg te Blackstone as Harry Keane and abe pea Aa yrvermc sae he ons | awarded the custody of her son. on . an bes 8 me areina Mr. 
we orfe we wou si- bout b ball. SRC e } . ras , ch.’ ne brings the chen pro- 
Tt dae nile tee Soe OL en, Ce ee roaring Monday night at 9 and will | GU&Ser was allowed periods to see P 


ness. 
he eased me the tale. Tomato was 
to dive in the fifth round and take 
a bow long enough to be counted 


Joe Laurie, Jr., followed with a 
stunt talk that brought a roar of 
laughter. Herk, in introducing 
Laurie, said: ‘Don’t take him seri- 


thunder until they frazzle the ear- 
drums for 144 hours, 


Hickory wheels rumbling on a 


the boy. Christmas time Gugger 
came to her hotel and took Paul for 
a walk, but forgot to bring him 
back, 


duction, and in comes a mugg who 
sits down and tells as how he’s got 
it on good information that there’s 
a merger on between Equity and 


out. Meanwhile the eggs in the| ously. He’s just been elected to the | Wooden track, eight feet wide.| Since “then, Jacobs said, she®| the Salvation Army. 
know would bet on their fav to COP| Board of Governors and is going to | Brass band blaring unheard as the | sought the return of the boy. “He| “ Cop’s Lingo 
and we were to get 10 percent of wheeled stampede goes on and on. 


their winnings. I agreed and then 
went out and bet every nickel we 
had on Tomato. I got 2 for 1 and 
9 to 5 after the word ‘had been 
passed to the wise mob by the sap 
I talked turkey with. 

Sure enough they slipped me my 
five hundred berries after I hunted 
this guy up and told him unless 
they did I wouldn't frame. The club 
here is a local armory and when 
Pepper and the kid climbed into the 
ring, the bugs were hanging on by 
their eyebrows. 

The sure thing mob were milling 
around the ring bettin odds on that 
they boy would cop. A bunch of up 


pretty hot stuff and were willin to 
take the short end on general prin- 
cipals. To make things doubly 
cinched for Pepper they read him 
a fake telegram just before the bell 
to the effect that his father was 
sick and dying and that his last 
request was for Pepper to go in and 
win. One of the gams tipped me, 
thinkin it wuz a great joke. 
Tomato went right after this yegg 
and punched him silly in the first 
three rounds. Pepper could take it 
but he was wide open as a barn 
door. Tomato dropped him in the 
fourth and the we boys turned 
white, One of Pepper’s seconds runs 
around the ring and yells at him, 
“Get up kid and fight for your poor 
old father who’s sick and dying.” 


see that everything is changed.” 
Jack Lait, who headed the Gold- 
smith dinner committee, said he had 
heard that Freddie claimed to be a 
kin of Oliver Goldsmith and was 
author of “Deserted Village,” based 
on a Sunday afternoon in the 
Friars’ Club: “He studied law in 
the Park Central after discovering 
that Central Park wouldn't do. 
Goldsmith is of the firm of Gold- 
smith, Goldbar, Goldblatt, Hanover 
and Old Gold. I know this guy well, 
having gone through many vicis- 
situdes with him in Philadelphia and 
Montreal. He called me up the 
other day and said: ‘Say, sucker, 


Judge Goldsmith denied every- 
thing. He referred to James J. 
Corbett, who sat beside him: “7 
drew up the articles of the match 
between Corbett and Mitchell and 
haven’t been paid yet.” Then he got 
serious and so forth. There were 
speeches, too, by Louis Mann and 
Hon. Myron Sulzberger. 

The menu included celery a la 
Certiorari, olives in loco Bronibus, 
beefsteak Corpus delicti, potatoes 
Blackstone, quasi-beer Willebrandt 
and cafe au judicia. 

A colored band was tabbed an 
Oyez, Oyez orchestra. 





Tomato finally dragged one from his 
heels and socked Pepper on the but- 
ton with a boff that you could hear 


An announcer talking to himself 
as his voice croaks ineffectually. 
Sound effects immense! 

Leaping ball-bearing match is 
run by a quiet little fellow named 
Roland Cioni, who holds most of 
the world’s skidding records. He 
has 16 teams of three men each. 
Each racer is numbered and let- 
tered. The one who makes the most 
noise will get a $5,000 echo. There 
will be $20,000 in squeaks to win- 
ners of sprint squawks, it is alleged. 

Garden crowd taking the match 
seriously. One-third of the arena 
was packed Monday for the open- 


War vets can recall no such de- 
tonation from the western front 
days. 

Customers get excited now and 
then watching the revolving pedal 
extremities, but when they rise to 
vocalize their enthusiasm they sink 
back exhausted trying to out-holler 
the ball bearings. 

Skaters wear 
Maybe the 
tumult. 

One fellow has but one arm. Some 
of the skaters are antiques. Sev- 
eral very young. Numerous are long 
lanky guys with a wicked stride. 
Some of the fellows look as if they 
had beat it out of the house with 
the skates under their coat lest they 
be caught. 


too. 
the 


loud colors, 
uniforms made 


had such a bodyguard I could never 
get him,” said Mrs. Carr. With a 
nurse, she arrived in a _ taxicab. 
Paul was playing with his dog. She 
called to her son and he jumped 
into the cab with his dog. The 
party sped back to Manhattan. Mr, 
Gugger arrived home from business 
and found the boy gone. He real- 
ized what had happened and swor2 
out a warrant. 

Mrs, Carr, 28, residing at 41 West 
Seventy-second street, was arrested 
by Divver and O’Connor on a war- 
rant. She still has custody of Paul 
and stated she would fight for his 
retention. 








“You will have to get a license—a 
peddler’s or any kind of license,” 
said Magistrate Alexander Brough 
to Charles Buckley, 63, of 308 West 
Forty-ninth ‘street, arraigned for 
disorderly conduct. 

Buckley wears a “topper,” a “tux,” 
carries a can and illuminates his 
full dress shirt by means of a bulb 
he carries in his pocket. 

His starched shirt bears some ad- 
vertising matter. Buckley was ad« 
vertising the greyhound races at 
Mineola. Denied he was disorderly 
and received a suspended sentence. 

Buckley was peeved. He stated to 


Told to Get Licensed 


“After he finishes the eggs and 
ttakes an encore on a cup of coffee, 
he shifts along to 46th and 7th, 
stops a minute to argue with a pal 
—and what happens? A cop comes 
up and says, ‘Come on, bozo, move 
along—Upstage.’ It would be bad 
enough with us vaudevillians speak- 
ing the lingo, but when the city’s 
Glee Club members start to, it’s 
the berries. 


“Maybe he'll go into a bootblack’s 
shop to get his John Wards pol- 
ished. The bootblack gets out his 
brushes, drops down on one knee 
and sings ‘Sonny Boy.’ Then for a 


get yourself another lawyer, I’ve ing boom-boom! A six-day bike forte finish, he turns on the Vic- 
a and up gees were grabbin the bets|peen appointed a judge.’ ” race is a dignified affair, compared S$ I Dr d Ball h trola and does fast taps with his 
@ for they had read that Tomato was with this boiler-works tournament. we esse y ooer 


shoe rag to two*choruses of TI Can't 
Give You Anything, Shine.’ 

“What chance has a guy got 
around Broadway to forget the 
stage? It can’t be done—even if he 
wants to drown his career in a 
speak. The bartender says, ‘Say, 
you’re in the theatre racket—how 
old is Tex Guinan, anyway?’ 

“And that’s why I blew Broad- 
way, if you want to know. Fun’s 
fun, but a guy can’t be an actor all 
the time. I’m doing an Off-to- 
Brooklyn, see, and I’m gonna re- 
hearse being a country gentleman.” 

Just at this moment the Promi- 
nent saw a brother actor strolling 
the Highway. “Hey, Joe, wait a 
minute,” he called. “Say, I want 
to tell you about a great piece of 








dws business I put in the act e 
Pepper takes nine and gets up/all over the buildin. Death Absent a prone rene yr rene ap mieen dep- ” thd 12 
bleary eyed but managed to last} Around the ring races the second No death element in this race, as i a a pe ae y captain of A 
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The ace in the holers knew by this 
time that the fight wuz to be on 
the up and up and began to threaten 
to croak me if I didn’t make Tomato 
dive as per agreement. I told them 
what they could do and sent Tomato 
out to knock Pepper’s ears off if 
he could. 

In the next round Tomato drops 
this ege again and they work the 


telegram racket for the second time.|der heavy guard and we went away | is equipped with oilers and trainers.| Holy Rollers will make money. senile 

I felt sorry for Pepper but he got|from there first cabin, Fellows continuously sprinkle track |Game is plentifully exciting with all ° “ ° 9” 
up at nine and took a _ horrible It’s the first chance I’ve had to| with powders so the skaters won't | its din. Two world’s champs are | Subscribe for Variety 
lacin for the rest of the two min-/get a belt at that sevens all around | slip. Nurfierous of the skaters from | in the race, Art Egdington of Eng- OVER THE SUMMERTIME 


utes. This happened once a round 
for the next three rounds, with the 


telegram workin like magic until 


up kid and don’t forget your poor 
old father who’s sick and dying.” 
The kid rolls over on his side and 
through his blood smeared lips 
whispered in his second’s ear, “The 
h—1l with my poor old father, I’m 
sick and dying myself.” 

A deputy sheriff that I had on 
han got us out of the place after 
the count. I collected my bets un- 





crowd and believe me it felt good. 
ake good care of the souper. 


Your old pal. Con. 





terrific speed, but are not endan- 
gered as with the velocipedes, A 
good fight now and then enlivens up 
matters. Only one misses the sound 
of the socks as they are drowned 
in the general pandemonium. Good 
for sound newsreel men. 

Center of arena is used by the 
racers for rest, little cots in im- 
provised bungalows. Each menage 


Ridgewood Grove Skate Club. 
In ease you wonder what is in 


| the mouth of some of the contest- 


him permission to march on Mazda 
Lane, 

Following his arrest he went to 
the West Forty-seventh street sta- 
tion to secure permission. 





ants as they veer across the garden 
—sponges. They make them happy, 
that’s why they chew ’em. 





land and Harley Davidson. 
| Sprints are at 3 p. m., 10 p. m. 
'and 2 a. m. 


Judging from opening night the | 


Toledo, June 11. 
irand Circuit races at Fort Miami 
track to be run at night this year, 
They will catch a lot more trade. 
Lights installed and satisfactory 
in several workouts. 








“Variety” for Summer 








THREE MONTHS 
FOR $2 
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Hollywood Chatter 





Picture mob’'s Mayfair gatherings, 
at the Biltmore, ended for the sum- 
mer. Next event the first Saturday 
in September. No connection with 
the New York group of the same 
name meeting weekly in the Crystal 
Room at the Ritz. 

Is Winchell still writing? 
travels but not the 

Paul I 
W.R. 4H 

Willie Coilier will tell you he is 
living in “Beverage Hills.” 

A professional clique attends the 
Coast League ball games. 

Jack Cummings, M-G unit man- 
ager, now assistant to Harry Rapf. 

Holly Hall vacationing in Los An- 
geles, Connors Twins ditto. 

Jack Francis thinks “The Cock- 
eyed World” is a sequel to “Thru 
Different Eyes.” 

J. Wesley Smith is in New York 
on his delayed semi-annual busi- 
ness trip. 


News 
“Graphic.” 
is here as a guest of 


Two Hollywood agents are moan- 
ing because they bought new autos 
a day before Equity served notice. 


New gag around is “Have you 
heard from So-and-So?” “Not a 
dollar.” 


For fear of ieee fined $25 jack 
Warner wore his Shrine fezz all last 
week. He even had breakfast in &. 

Harry Green is painfully limping 
about the Paramount lot assisted by 
acane. Too much sun. 

Stork is expected at the home of 
Johnny Mack Brown. Mrs. Brown 
is a scenarist. 

Bob Armstrong has bought a 
house on Laurel Ave., Hollywood, 
for his mother. 

Tom Kennedy has been playing 
cop parts in pictures so long he's 
complaining of flat feet. 

Charles Bickford has gone native 
by drafting his family from New 
York to a Beverly Hills mansion. 

Ken Maynard and his wife are 
back from a six weeks’ vacation in 
Hawaii. 

A woman was hired by the Holly- 
wood Music Box to faint at every 
performance of “Dracula.” She had 
her last faint Saturday night. 

Wine jellies containing 18 per cent 
alcohol are getting big play among 


other day. Came running up to a 
stage author and director boasting, 
‘“T know what a reprise is.” 

Tommy Labrun, of Philadelphia, 
|arrived in town by the air route on 
|his annual trip over the continent 
for Erlanger. 

Walter Huston has allowed his 
primp metropolitan moustache to 
evolve into a flowing wild west 
strainer. 


New merger is a plan promoted 
by Herbert Brenan to combine the 
three restaurants on the United 
Artists Studio lot. = 


Agua Caliente is planning a 
birthday celebration June 23. Re- 
sort will be one year old. Idea is 
a carnival. 


Three visitors to Shrine conven- 
tion overheard remarking that Hol- 
lywood is the deadest town they've 
struck in years. 


Seeing fights out here is better 
than being in the Garden. May not 
amount to much but what there is 
to see—you see. 


Newsboy on street spotted a New 
York auto license and cried, “Hey, 
New York, where's your machine 
gun?” 

Two days in Hollywood has made 
a prophet of Jack Buchanan. Brit- 
isher predicts that talkers will not 
kill legit and England will continue 
to rock the cradle of drama. 

Lupe Velez has introduced the 
monogrammed turtle as the newest 
fad in film folks’ pets. She paints 
her initials on the backs and sends 
them to her friends, 


After one night at his hotel Eddie 
Buzzell chirps “The only thing they 
object to is if you let blood run 
under’ the door.” Leo Morrison is 
across the hall. 


Lenore Ulric trouped into town 
with a string of servants, three or 
four Russian wolfhounds, and Sid- 
ney Blackmer. 

At least oue automobile in town 
eurries a miniature neon tube sign 
rez.ding “Stop.” Some claim this 
resort runs on colored lights and 
neon tubes. No dispute to date. 

Because it rained on Epsom day 
of the British Derby, the First Na- 





the drinkers reluctant to go for the 
harder stuff out here. 

George Harris, known as the ac- 
tors’ pal.at the Ambassador hotel, 
has been promoted from room clerk 
to assistant manager. 

A studio executive got excited the 


tional couldn't get the race track 
shots it wanted for “Little Johnnie 
Jones.” 

Just to prove that she can still 
handle ’em, Nancy Carroll made a 
brief exit from the Biltmore ball- 





room on Mayfair night to return 











—-THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTIONS-— 


Camel Needle’s Eye 


GUILD Thea., w. 52d. Evs. 8:50 


Mts.°Th. & Sat., 2:40 


Through the 





STRANGE INTERLUDE 
LAST WEEK! 


John Thea., 58th, E. of B’ 
Golden Evgs. Only at 6:30 

















Glorifying the Amestone irt 
N«E¥ AMSTERDAM, he Howse Beautiful” 
pha 42 St. Erlanger Dillingham Zicgfeld 
Mg. Pir Matinees WELD. and SAT 


EDDIE CANTOR | 
in “WHOOPEE” 


458 SEATS AT $1.00 














re PLAYHOUSE W. 48th St. Evs. 8:60 


Matinees 2:30 


3 Matinees Every Week 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday 


STREET SCENE 


MARK be Poourees COOL 
“Ll, SHWATS 
TRAN ctr uw oot 
B’way & 47th St. Doors Open 10:20 a, m. 
«New York PREMIERE Now 


at STRAND Prices 
First National Pictures Presents 
dV 


LLIE D 


fa her ist VITAPHONE 100% 
TALKING Picture 


“CAREERS” 











ROXY 7th Av. & 650th St. Direction 
of 8S. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
William Fox presents 


“THE ONE WOMAN ID 


with ROD LA ROCQUE 
Fox Movietone Orchestration 


On the Stage—‘‘IMPRESSIONS OFr 
AIDA," with Viola Philo, Harold Van 
Duzee, Roxy Chorus, Ballet Corps and 


Roxyettes— “TO OUR FLAG” — “LA 
SERENADE,” with Patricia Bowman, 
Leonide Massine and Entire Roxy En- 


semble of 350. 
B'way & 61 St. Midnight 


CAPITO Pictures Nightly at 11.30 
‘werk WILLIAM HAINES 


‘ ” M-G-M 
m é A Man’ 8 Man acum Picture 
On the Stage, t Spey Froiic” 
featuring DAVE SC OOLE and his MELODY- 
MAD CAPITOLIANS; 0. CHESTER HALE 
GIRLS and other Brilliant Novelty Artists. 
CAPITOL GRAND ORCHESTRA—Yasch Bunchuk 
cond. Mammoth Cooling Plant Now in Operation. 








SINGING PICTURE 


Re 
rons oer ve 


WEN REFRIGERATED GARDEN 
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rere 


FF PROCTOR 


' De LUXE | DELUXE SHOWS | 
NEW EAST TODAY TO FRIDAY 
8 DAYS ONLY 


86 Si Ee 


THEA. Dance—Music—Girls 


COR. LEX. AVE. | 66 
NEW EAST Close 
| Harmony 


wit Cinas. (Huddy) Rugers 
and Nancy Carroll 




















MEARS AVE. 
R-K-O VAUDEVILLE—PICTURES 





Continuous Noon to Li P. M. Low Prices 








five minutes later wearing a Shrin- 
er’s fez. Boys and their wives were 
lined up four deep around the en- 
trance watching the celebs arrive. 
It occurs at every local Mayfair. 

Since Hollywood femmeg started 
taking up the ultra-transparency 
dresses, Main street chumps have 
moved en masse to Hollywood 
boulevard. 

Hoot Gibson, in shirt sleeves and 
wearing his Al Malaikah (Los An- 
geles Temple) fez, led the. parade 
of the Syria Temple (Pittsburgh) 
Shriners out Hollywood boulevard. 

Lena Malena, German dancer and 
screen actress, finding the going 
rough for talkers with her accent, is 
planning a vaude tour. Meanwhile 
she is going to school daily to wipe 
out the accent. 


Lou Lusty has been transferred 
by lispiration Pictures from _ its 
publicity office in New York to Hol- 
lywood. He takes over desk re- 
signed by Billy Leyser. Lance en- 
ters syndicate work. 


Radio programs in this part of 
the country mostly contain bands as 
the come-on for automobile plugs. 
No wonder those national hours are 
welcome. Local stations make it a 
set-up. 

Jack Warner, Jr., copped his sec- 
ond dancing prize recently in as 
many weeks. Attending an affair 
held by his dancing class, young 
Jack brought home a fountain pen 
set and a puzzle—not his partner. 


A studio song writer, told that 
he could file a title for a melody 
with the A. S. A. C. P. before the 
picture in which it had a spot was 
releaséd, has filed the names of 
every Pullman car in the country. . 


Visitors and natives got a treat 
following lunch call at the Cruze 
studio. Scores of chorines milled 
into the street, many without added 
impedimenta other than a hand 
purse, : 


Charles Farrell th)peatens to call 
a new election for mayor of Toluca 
Lake Park. He was buried under 
an avalanche of votes In the re- 
cent election, which Richard Arlen 
won. Score, 9 to 2. 

Edward Small has left Hollywood 
for a tour of the picture houses 
about the country. Trying to get 
a line on what the exhibitors and 
public want in the way of talkers. 
John Farrow and Herman Man- 
kiewicz, Par scenario writers, are 
known as the “oil barons” of the 
lot. They have invested in some 
wells near Santa Barbara. Oil is 
still in the ground. 

Carl Laemmle and George Naylor, 
manager of Universal's Los Angeles 
exchange, were inducted into the 
Shrine. To show his appreciation 
Laemmle staged a rodeo for 10,000 
Shriners at the studio. 

One casting director was told by 
his chief to ascertain how many 
Equity players were on the com- 
pany payroll. The caster called 
Equity and drew a blank for his 
query. 

Betty Bond, secretary to Ray 
Rockett, will wed Radph Harris, 
radio executive, June 15. Giris at 
the studio gave her a farewell 
luncheon with a dummy of the 
groom the guest of honor. 

Eddie Buzzell must ride a horse 
in “Little Johnnie Jones.” As an 
equestrian Eddie's sole qualification 
rests with the donkey he rode on 
stage in “The Desert Song,” and 
with which animal he was never 
too friendly. 

City has a new angie on begging 
street musicians. It’s a blind male 
trio of two gaxophones and a ban- 
joist. Boys stick to pop tunes, 
slowly parade the downtown sec- 
tion and are doing right well for 
themselves, 

John Gilbert will enlarge his man- 
sion on Tower road, Part of a 
hillside will be cut away for this 
purpose. Work will start when the 
Gilberts begin their European tour 
next month. It will cost him better 
than 100 grand. 

Nat Kordash and E. K. Fleming, 
reported to have cleaned up in 
Julian Oil but now awaiting trial 
for usury in connection with that 
matter, are reported the financial 
backers of James Cruze in the mak- 
ing of “The Great Gabbo,” musical 
talker, 

They've also got Frank Fay on 
a horse for the first time in his pic- 
ture. Out on location Frank's ani- 
mal bolted with him, Not deigning 
to tip off the true state of affairs, 
as Frank flew past a co-worker 
he sickly grinned, “How’m I 
doing’ ?” 

Amidst the raves about this sec- 
tion of the country they never men- 
tion that burglary insurance keeps 
getting higher. Another boost in 
rates is becuming effective shurtiy 
due.to the lack of police protection. 

(Continued on page §4) 








New York Chatter 





Edgar Allen sported a rainbow- 
colored optic around town last week. 
At Witmark’'s entrance is a sign 
reading, “Follow.the Theme Line.” 


Chic Sale, playing three weeks of 
vaude, returns to a new Shubert 
show. 

Clarence Gaskell decrying there is 
no recitation song in New York 
since Al Dubin left for the coast. 


Herman Hoover, law student at 
Columbia, dance director, back with 
Carroll, studies completed. 


Leo Newman, ticket broker, has 
gone to Europe to take a bath. Has 
been ailing. 


The William Sheer who was mur- 
dered in Philadelphia about 10 days 
ago is not the Billy Sheer of Broad- 
way. 

The unnamed “wealthy business 
man” mixed up with a girl racketeer 
in an upstate counterfeit jam, is in 
reality a lay-off hoofer. 


Charlie Freeman is in pain, fol- 
lowing the loss of four divots. He 
can’t chew food or cigars with the 
temporary bunkers now in. 

Ona Munson wouldn't care a bit 
if “Hold Everything” closed to- 
morrow. Her hubby, Eddie Buzzell, 
is in L: A. 


Sammy Serwer sent Louis War- 
ner, convalescing from appendicitis 
operation, Irving Cobb's “Speaking 
About Operations.” 

Margaret Barnstead and Buddy 

Schubert, appearing in “Decision,” 
are taking flying lessons at the Tete- 
boro Airport, N. J. 
Walter Baldwin, the actor, has 
written eight black-out sketches. 
He is leaving for coast to write 
talker shorts. 


Leo Marsh, drama critic for New 
Y-rk American, sold out in Rye and 
bought new home in Westport, great 
place for wedding licenses. 
Sweetest job on the New York 
Times during this season is “cover- 
ing” yachting. Tob copped by 
Shannon Cormack. 


Nudie Kramer, daughter of Dave 
Kramer (Kramer and Boyle), is 
playing opposite Harry Langdon in 
a full length talker on the coast. 


Josephine Ober, society editor of 
New York World, has been elected 
president of the New Yurk Women's 
Newspaper Club. 

Wm. Grossman, Jr., a student at 
Harvard and son of our own Wm. 
Grossman, will be married in Bos- 
ton next Sunday. 


One Broadway drug store lunch- 
eon counter where one may name 
the day and receive the correct 
meal specified in the 18-day diet. 

Capt. Irving O’Hay started on his 
annual motor car jaunt to the coast 
Monday. He was accompanied only 
by his dog friend, a faithful mutt. 

Franceska Carmen (Mrs. Walter 


Kingsley), dancer, last with “Chu 
Chin Chow,” reported as returning 
to the stage. 


Now that legit sunburns are avail- 
able, it’s easy to differentiate be- 
tween the up-and-ups and the-bar- 
ber shop tans. 

Queen Elizabeth was first woman 
to wear silk hose, as reported in 
Isaac Disraeli's Curiosities of Liter- 
ature, 


Bob Coleman continues on the 
Mirror with a drama department 
signed by him. Walter Winchell's 
“Walter Winchell on Broadway” 
started in the Mirror Monday. 


Coleman has dispensed with those 
sideboards for the summer. Actually. 


Tom Van Dyke back from Europe, 
whither he went with Gilbe:t Miller 
to see fall productions current in 
Paris and London. Tom chooses 
New York. 

Newest outfit for the girls, widely 
worn by the smarter girls of the 
street, is the jersey suit which has 
six different sweaters with as many 
hues. Cool and delicious. 


Gus Hill had to pay $18 costs on 
that suit he brought against John 
(Yours Merrily) Rogers and which 
Hill fost by defavit. Hill is also 
known to J. R. as Metz. Any refer- 
ence to the “Metz” always burns 
Gus. Metz is his right name. 

Walter Winchell towed A. J. Kob- 
ler, Mirror publisher, around the 
Square, having him mitt his pals, 
right after signing up with the 
Mirror, 

Maurice Maurer, chief usher at 
the Palace, who started out for the 
coast last month, turned around at 
Indianapolis. He's back at the Pal- 
ace agaiii. 


Sue Baxter is not singing in the 





Dome, Greenwich Village, as re- 





ported. She has confined her talent 
to radio broadcasting since leaving 
there three weeks ago. 


Face peela are the rage in the 
New York theatrical offices. Most 
are picking up week-end sunburns 
and then doing the peeling under 
the office incandescents. 

Scotch note.—Soph Tucker passed 
up a $4,000 week's engagement to 
be at the opening of her Warner 
picture, “Honky Tonk,” in New 
York. 


Jimmy Durante and Sid Skolsky 
couldn't agree on terms over their 
collaboration on Jimmy's song, “My 
Street.” So they met and agreed, 
talking about everything but the 
song. 

Didya get a puff of the stylish cigs 
Harry Reiners and E. S. Vinson 
handed out as a souvenir of their 
new office opening? All needed 
with the fancy boxes and the 
special fags was a little lavender. 


New York society girls have gone 
in for special acrobatic dance train- 
ing. None is making an effort to go 
on the stage. Just a hobby, but it 
requires a lot of hard work and 
practice. ee 


The Charlie Morrisons are taking 
over the Ballard MacDonald's sum- 
mer hut in Douglaston, L. L., boxpin 
mashie shot frém Charlie's golf 
club. And maybe a young Morrison 
pretty soon. 

Emmett Callahan and Rube 
Bernstein, business managers of the 
Friars’ Frolic held at the Metro- 
politan recently, reported a net 
profit of $14,363. Total net receipts 
were $20,690. 

A former p. a. securing a good 
job with a picture company, when 
asked for info for publication 
wasn't so hot on free publicity for 
himself. His reason was if some 
of his friends found out about his 
job he might have to stake them 
to a@ Hollywood trip. Said he had 


(Continued on page 54) 


Chatter in Loop 


—_——— 





Lou Epstein slipping out 
ham sandwich after Davey 


cracker and milk luncheon 
gag. 

Max Turner claims the Postl 
System is the best for reducing, 
after getting shoes two sizes longer 
he can see his toes. 

Ashton Stevens, drama critic, 
columnist and collector of over- 
stuffed words (such as dramatic 
critic), has blown for a Hollywood 
vacation. The youthful greybeard 
deserves a couple of weeks off. He 
has been working nights and once 
in a while during the day, on his 
“Column or Less” between show re- 
views. This became very strenuous 
at times, as Chicago has had as 
many as two legit openings in one 
week. 

Tom Thatcher, vice-president of 
the Benson orchestra agency, tried 
to have a man arrested for passing 
a red spotlight. Then he discovered 
the man was P. A. Murphy of the 
Niles Center police force. Murphy 
refused to be arrested. In fact he 
turned around and arrested Thatch- 
er on charges of speeding, abusive 
language, resisting an officer, etc. 
The copper had been behind 
Thatcher when the latter stopped 
for a red light and tooted irritably 
before swinging out and driving 
past the light. Thatcher pulled 4 
boner when pursuing the man and 
running him to the curb. He has 
had his first and last lesson at 
trying to be a copper. 


For the first time last week, Loop 
pedestrians had to obey the stop 
lights. Streets were littered with 
coppers tooting whistles and going 
nuts trying to teach the crowd that 
a& 1927 jaywalking ordinance had 
gone into effect. Enforcement of 
the ordinance in this town has 4 
slight tinge of boloney, as there 
are just a couple of corners havinr 
any real traffic. Chi natives by ex- 
perience have learned to dodge au- 
tomobiles with remarkable skill. 
Oniy one Loop fatality this year. 
After 10 days of teaching the cops 
will start handing out invitations 
good for $1 to $25 fines. 


No matter how far back an act 
goes for its gags, there’s someone 
in the Palace who remembers. Ber 
Piazza’s mother, carrying 50 years 
with the spirit of 50, catches Sun- 
day matinees but won’t tell. 
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(From Clipper) 








David Belasco had his first ex- 
perience in plagarism suits. He 
produced a play by James Herne at 
Baldwin’s, San Francisco, “The 
Millionaire’s Daughter,” which the 
reviewers said paralleled “The 
Bankers’* Daughter,” a hit in the 
east. Belasco is credited with the 
view that a suit over copyright 
would be welcome as drawing at- 
tention to the play. Herne headed 
the cast and Belasco played a minor 
part. 





Apother angle out of the Betasco 
incident. Manager McGuire of the 
Baldwin had negotiated for the 
California rights to the eastern hit, 
but refused to pay the $2,500 de- 
manded for three weeks. He pro- 
posed sharing all over $400 and the 
owners countered with propesa) of 
50-50 and all of Friday night and 





Saturday matinee receipts. That 
ended the deal. 
Gilmore’s Garden, New York, 


underwent a change of title, being 
now known as Madison Square 
Garden, which name it held until 
it was demolished two years ago. 





Clipper mourns the decline of bil- 
liards, observing that 20 years be- 
fore there were more billiard rooms 
between John street and 13th than 
there were at the time in the whole 
city. 





Speaking of billiards, it is related 
that the authorities of Princeton 
had forbidden the carom game, and 
in reprisal the students took up rifle 
practice, to the detriment of walls 
and ceilings. 





The number of persons who 
qualified for benefits in 1879 ap- 
peared to have no limit, but this 
one is a bit extreme: Mr. Phil Har- 
quette was having a “testimonial” 
at the Olympic, St. Louis. Mr, Har- 
quette is described as “the bar- 
keeper in the saloon adjoining the 
theatre.” 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








The two-for-one ticket scheme 
came into use in New York in con- 
nection with “Today,” drama adapt- 
ed from the Yiddish. Play had been 
an indefinite success and was push- 
ed to a run by heavy advertising. 
Two-for-one idea also was regarded 
as an institution of the Yiddish 
theatre in New York. 





Rudyard Kipling was approached 
with an offer for a record payment 
to do a musical comedy book and 
lyrics, but declined. 





D. W. Griffith was deep in his 
Production of “Birth of a Nation,” 
taken from the novel, “The Clans- 
man,” by Thomas Dixon. Subse- 
quently had a long run on Broad- 
way, the first $2 picture in history. 





Road show films had got a start, 
but scale was still 50-75. All pro- 
ducers were trying to force me- 
diocre product into this classifica- 
tion and losing money. Variety 
pointed out that there are few pic- 
tures capable of drawing at the 
high scale, mentioning that the only 
Ones so far eligible were “Cabiria” 
(Italian), the Annette Kellerman film 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (Fox) and 
the Rainey Hunt film. 





“Follies” at the New Amsterdam 
in its first week (for current edi- 
tion) did $19,500, close to its record. 
Ziegfeld also had the New Amster- 
dam roof which was making money. 
The bar alone did $600 a night. 





Keith’s had taken over the new 
Slst Street theatre, New York. Was 
talk of turning it into two-a-day 
to replace the old €olonial. Ad- 
antage of the Sist Sireci Was iis 
2,500 capacity. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


That 18 day diet Variety published is more popular around the picture 
studios than the new Equity contract. Studio execs, stenos, writers and | 
actors are more interested in consulting the chart than in reading the | 
provisions of the actor’s contract. 

Mimeographing department at Paramount made 200 copies of the diet 
and as many of the studio workers are reported to be in on it. Bernie 
Fineman has lost five pounds in eight days, and Herman Mankiewicz, 
has taken off eight pounds in nine days. To convince the skeptics that 
he is following the diet, Mankiewicz has whatever person who dines with 
him autograph the meal recipe. 

Vivian Moses has lost eight pounds in four days and hopes to drop 22 
in 18. 








The girl friend in Canada says: 

“Variety is a liar and | can prove it. It always has been a liar and 
always will be a liar.” 

Atta baby, sis, but don’t go wild; no one has contradicted you. 

Just a little difference of opinion over pay roll stuff. 

Variety offered to print the panning at its regular commercial page 
rate, $600, but the gir) friend wasn’t that sore. 





Conrad Nagel, active in the 1927 attempt of Equity to organize the 
picture industry and who first fought the Equity cause and then switched 
to the producer, is remaining neutral in the present situation. 

Nagel has talked with both Frank Gillmore and C. B. DeMille to find 
some mutual ground for concilliation,. Both men are reported to have 
told Nagel they were not interested. 





Dr. Sheldon Shepard of the First Universalist Church, Los Angeles, 
who thinks the talkies are a spiritual force, has sent mimeographed 
notices to the Coast studios ending, “Dr. Shepard wili be glad to deliver 
any part of this talk for newsreel or other report.” 





A film comedian always looked upon as an amenable and pleasant 
player to have around was put under a long term contract by Mack 
Sennett. Then Warners berrowed him and he scored a hit. Warners 
is reported to have told him it would like to have him some more. He 
went back to the Sennett lot with a changed disposition. He pulled a 
real, old time bit of temperament, until Sennett finally released him 
from his contract. 

Comic gave three cheers, but when the Equity contract squabble came 
up, being an Equity member, he suddenly found himself out in the cold. 





Indie producer with plans for a series of talkers was approached by a 
picture director with a couple of hits to his credit. Latter stated he 
would welcome a chance to make a talker, the producer to pay him 
at the conclusion whatever the job might be worth or even nothing. 
Idea was that the director wanted his name on a talker. 

Same producer, in looking over the field of available picture directors, 
discovered at least 50 that could be called upon. Several have had made 
proposals similar to the one cited. 





Mack Sennett has his own pet system of avoiding friction with di- 
rectors concerning the results of the megaphoners get while the picture 
is being shot. When a picture is under way, Sennett looks at the rushes 
daily. If he doesn’t like the way the scenes have been taken, he doesn’t 
make any disparaging comment to the director. Instead, he cooks up 
some scheme to get the director out of the way for a day or two, tells 
him he’s changed his .mind about certain locations for the balance of 
the picture and sends the director away to look for the new sites. 

Sennett then calls the actors together and shoots the scenes himeelf. 





A film exchange which covers the United States, China, Canada and 
Hawaii and handles but one film was uncovered at the recent Shrine 
convention in Los Angeles, 

Exchange, in which every Shrine temple is a branch, was developed to 
handle the showing of “An Equal Chance,” feature length attraction, di- 
rected two years ago by Nick Grinde, by an arrangement with M-G-M, 
with Dorothy Cummings and Philippe De Lacey featured. It is a propa- 
ganda subject appealing for help in the Shriners hospital work. Picture 
is still in circulation. 





That wide-width film of 70 mm’s or more can be projected at the same 
speed of standard width without any additional mechanical effort, was 
witnessed at one of RCA’s demonstrations with the Spoor third dimen- 
sion. In one case sound projected on a standard width film was 
simultaneous in its movement with the inventor’s double-width picture. 
Both showed a speed of $3 feet per minute, 

Another device to avoid the handicap of extra wide film wrinkling in 
the re-winding process has been developed by Spoor. This is an air- 
valve trained on the film as it unravels and keeping it more taut, it is 
claimed, than the standard size. 





Universalites, in response to the latest rumors of Tiffany-Stahl ap- 
plying the blotter, figure they are the most bought-over company in the 
field so far as talk goes. One executive, who's job has been to disclaim 
the reports, says: 

“It’s the funniest situation. I don’t believe there is a producer in the 
business who at some time has not been associated with aspirations to 
purchase us. Of all the companies the Warners have pulled the most 
repeats. Since Vitaphone’s advent, they have left us alone. Take it from 
me these reports are all gags. If it ever happens, Car] Laemmle will 
be the first to tell the world.” 





Back only a week from a long stay in Europe, Joe Brandt’s abrupt 
return to the seas Friday night on the Olympic has given rise to several 
reports. 

The most reliable is that Brandt is going back to England to find out 
why the Gaumont crowd is handling Tiffany-Stah] product. When he 
last left them, it is understood, they had agreed to take the Columbia 
schedule for European distribution. Just before he docked in New York 
Tiffany announced its hook-up, arranged through Gaumont’s American 
representative. 

Another story is that Brandt smelled some English pounds. 





Quinn Martin of the World says he never received an invite to Mae 
Murray’s little Ritz party and thus never could have told a Tiffany- 
Stahl girlie over the phone: “Why the hell should I go?” 

The young lady at Tiffany-Stahl’s averred after receipt of the note 
that the gentleman who answered to the name of Mr. Martin in the 
World’s film department didn’t say all that Variety credited him with 
in the June 5th number but simply replied: 

“Hell, no!” 





New menace in recording outdoor talkers. When Paramount was 
filming “The Virginian” on location the mixer detected a peculiar buzz- 
ing. A bee was discovered in one of the microphones planted in a tree. 





Doc Marsden, psychologist at Universal City, is up against a box office 
stone wall. Doc passed the word to the scenario department that in 
order to make a hit with women’s clubs serial episodes be emasculated 
so that children seeing them before going to bed would slumber peace- 


fully. 





T 


While this was going on in the west the saies organizaiiva GF U in ; 








Inside Stuff—Legit 


Grace A. Fendlecr, playwright, who five years ago won her plagiarism 
suit against Oliver Morosco and Richard Walton Tully, producer and 
author respectively of the “Bird of Paradise,” filed judgments totaling 
$781,891 against them in the New York county clerk's office this week. 
Amount is the largest award ever made in a theatrical plagiarism case, 
The case was tried in Supreme Court in May, 1924, before Justice 
Erlanger with Mrs. Fendler’s contention upheld that her play “In 
Hawaii,” submitted to Morosco, prior to the initial production of “Bird 
of Paradise” had been lifted by Tully. She was granted a decfee for 
an accounting with the referee finding that Tully was responsible to the 
plaintiff for $608,361.54 and Morosco for $173,529.56 with interest. Up 
the present she hasn't received a dime of this money. 

Alfred Beekman, of House, Vorhaus and Grossman, attorneys for Tully 
and Morosco, will carry the case to the Court of Appeals. 





Stories from Europe last week to the effect that Eugene O'Neill was 
stricken with tuberculosis in Switzerland not credited by friends here 
who have been in communication with him continually since his long 
stay in Europe. These people say that he hes continually said in his 
letters that his health was tip-top and besides, those who know him 
know the precious care he takes of himself now, having been touched by 
the disease while a youth. He is outdoors every possible minute, hav- 
ing become a confirmed fresh air hound. Further, they point to the fact 
that he has invited several friends to visit him this summer and pressed 
the invites, saying that he wanted to see some people. 

The recent suit for $1,275,000 entered against O’Neill as author, the 


‘Theatre Guild as producers and Horace Liveright as publisher of 


“Strange Interlude” is not taken very seriously. The plaintiff is a Miss 
Lewis, who claims that the celebrated nine acter was taken from her 
book, “The Temple of Pallas Athene.” In releasing the story, Miss 
Lewis and her attorney got a swell press break. The first story released 
cited numerous alleged parallels between the two works; there were 


~picture of the lady in many poses and the reporters were summoned to 


interview her. Only one of them, a man from the Brooklyn “Eagle,” 
printed the fact that she regaled the boys with some spicy gags, several 
of which the boys brought down to Times Square for repeating. Ver- 
dict on them was that they were spicy but somewhat ancient. Miss 
Lewis also said she was very grieved to find that Mr, O’Neill had taken 
her book and “lowbrowed” it. The book, like her other works, was 
privately printed and circulated, falling under the head of the much of 
the spice stuff sold in this manner. 





The plagiarism suit against Eugene O'Neill by a woman authoress 
alleging that he had copped her idea brought another woman authoress 
into the Times Square theatrical offices, a Miss Burke who claimed, in 
long speeches in several of the offices, that “Bird in Hand,” current at 
the Morosco; “Journey’s End,” current at the Miller, and Somerset 
Maugham’s “The Sacred Flame,” at the Miller theatre earlier in the 
season, were copied from a play of hers. 





Sonny (Arch, Jr.) Selwyn has gone to the Coast where Joseph Schenck 
will use him as an assistant director. The youngster got his first pic- 
ture experience with Paramount, Long Island studio, during the past 
season. Billy Selwyn, another son, is with the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. 





A new wrinkle in advance cut rate ticket selling is being worked by 
an independant managerial group Lnown as The Showshop, which pro- 
poses to do six productions during the coming season. Cards which 
permit holders to buy tickets for 20 per cent less than the box office 
price are sold for $1 each. The cards are merely options to buy. at 
the reduced rates. 





Legit producers in New York appear to favor the film affiliation 
scheme but don’t know how to proceed, since the Pathe proposal could 
not be met by them. One legit opined that if it is true a talker hit will 
be played regardless of its producer, with picture houses as wild for 
hit smashes in talkers as the legit houses are for show hits, then the 
stage producers had better turn out their own play-talkers and take the 
gamble. 

While the dramatists have the last say on the sale of their picture 
rights, that is net believed to be the case with a musical production. 
The latter which might be sold intact for a talker without permission of 
its writers, the latter mostly non-members of the Dramatists Guild, 





New York decided that with sound there was no reason why the serials 
should not be stepped up with greater and more expensive thrills at the 
tag if necessary. Word from the west is that when the production and 
scenario gang heard of the action of the eastern department the tradi- 
tional feud, existing between all production and sales crews, was thrown 
to the winds. 
harboring an idea, Dreams of the kids are now subject to interruption. 





Columbia-Victor Pictures have released the first three talker shorts, 
at the Embassy, New York, made since the companies incorporated. 





In obtaining intricate and novel camera effects it is often necessary 
for the director to work out the mechanical details as well as creating 
the idea. This was the case of Tod Browning who invented a vibrating 
camera for “The Thirteenth Chair.” 

Browning had to invent the device after the technical department had 
failed to give him what he wanted. 

In making the silent version of “Dynamite,” directed by C. B. DeMille 
for M-G-M, it was necessary to employ 25 more props than used in the 
sound version. 

Addition is the principal difference between dialog and silent flickers 
as for instance in employing the use of menu cards, pencils, front pages 
of newspapers, etec., they took the place of lines in the vocal version of 
the new picture. 





One of the leading draw talkers at present is the Fox “Follies,” break- 
ing records at some points, ranking with “Broadway Melody” and “Show 
Boat” in strength of grosses. This by a picture creating no panic when 
at the Roxy, New York. Show people saw nothing unusual in the 
“Follies” on Broadway, but that it caught on immediately out of town 
is evident from the reports. 

“In Old Arizona,” a Fox early talker hit and the first outdoor speaker 
made, has thus far netted the producer over a million. It is claimed 
the unsuspected “Follies” will beat that for Fox. 





Publix Theatres expansion plans abroad are indicated by the sending 
overseas in full charge of that end of C. C. Hamilton. 





Through its house organ, Publix Opinion, all theatres controlled by 
Paramount have been instructed to get Variety and the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post and clip from each stories on talkers for a lobby display sheet 
which, the paper states: “Will sell tickets for you.” 

The Variety story is in the June 6 issue with the heading: 
Stage Show on Broadway From 40th to 59th Street; Never Before 
Happened.” The Saturday Evening Post’s article is by Wesley Stout 
and titled, “Beautiful—But No Longer Dumb.” ; * 


“Not One 





Irwin Zeltner has resigned as editor of the “Master Showman,” sales 
ergan of Radia Pictures. 


For once production was willing to give sales credit for. 
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Hollywood Style in Noses 


School Girls in Marathon 


Toledo, June 11. 








When pictures veered toward talk- 
ers and began swallowing up the 
personalities of the stage, strange 
things started happening to the pro- 
bosci of these entertaining folk. 
Noses never sensitive before found 
themselves sympathetic to the 
flounderirg trials that pictures were 
going through. 





Now, after the first mad groping 
for form, standardization has set in 
and talking pictures jell into either 
courtroom dramas, parental sac- 
rifice tear-jerkers, crime thrillers, 
or back stage disclosures. Right 
along with the talkers, styles in 
noses have evolved; definite, rec- 
ognized and classified. 


. Noses will be either retrousse or 
uncompromisingly straight, as pure- 
ly Grecian as the surgeon can make 
them. Little bumps, concavities, or 
dips are not considered smart. 
Whimsical deviations from the 
straight and narrow are antagonis- 
tic to talker chic, Yearn though you 
may for that endearing little wart 
on your favorite leading man’s nose, 
it won’t be there when you see him 
in pictures. Profiles, whose playful 
quirks were once deemed precious, 
will be worn uniformly symmetrical 
this season. 





Two courses are open to the talker 
aspirant whose nose doesn’t con- 
form to the style dictated by Holly- 
wood. Since his Creator didn’t 
do so well by him, he can hie him- 
self off to the plastic surgeon, there 
to place his fate in the hands of a 
mere mortal, and hope for better 
luck. If he is not the adventure- 
some sort and lacks the courage to 
¢hange its contour, then the cam- 
“@ra-given consciousness that his 
nose is not all a nose could be will 
eat into his soul until he finds him- 
self with a nice case of nose in- 
feriority complex. Maybe in a 
thousand years when this country is 
peopled with the descendants of 
those who dooked upon Hollywood 
style in noses and found it good, 
we will have a rebellion. Utterly 
weary of seeing nothing but Greek 
or tip-tilted profiles, the pendulum 
will swing in the other direction. 
Joe Frisco may look down from 
Heaven to see the nose he found 
unworthy the prevailing model of 
beauty. 





At the Studios 


Billie Dove, in “Her Private 
Life,” gowns her ripe womanliness 
in black lace. Determinedly cling- 
ing to her figure, the long basque 
of the bodice fits neatly under the 
hips in back. Even the long sleeves 
adhere closely to her arms. Skirt of 
blaek tulle in myriad points and a 
back whole-heartedly backless are 
items of note. A pretty fine ex- 
ample of a Hollywood evening dress 
in Hollywood's most thorough man- 
ner. j 





Colleen Moore’s 16 showgirls in 
“Footlights and Fools” are all done 
up in feathers. All sorts of feath- 
ers. An easter dream after dining 
on pickles and spumoni. These cos- 
tumes are traditionally naked but 
have, mischievously, one sleeve or a 
high neck. 


et 


Clara Bow’s fienchant for tight 
bodices finds legitimate expression 
at last in “Dangerous Curves,” since 
she plays a circus acrobat. Beading 
or malibou trim her costume. She 
ean be herself in this role without 
stretching the imagination. 





Jean Arthur, as Ada in “The 
Greene Murder Case,” wears a 
youthfully smart green tweed suit 

‘made with a shoulder cape. Skirt 
is a straight wrap-around. Wears 
appropriately a beige angora crew- 
neck sweater, 





* The Albertina Rasch ballet in 


Paramount’s “Why Bring That Up” 
execute a moonbeam ballet of blue 
tulle and silver. Although it is 
difficult to mar the graceful line of 
a long-skirted ballet frock, the bon- 
nets accompanying these costumes 
succeed in making the ‘ensemble 
dull. 





Cabaret Stories has ceased, its 
angel refusing to put up any more 
money. Finances came from Bea- 
trice May Miller, its editor, whose 
hushand is the Avealthy§ taxicab 
man. B. L.)McFadden, who was the 
magazine’s publisher upon its in- 
x geption, stepped out some time ago. 
. a 


{ 
t ) 





Alice Groh, 17, of Tiffin, O., who 
| was ahead in the Rainbow Gardens 
Dance Derby, in Fremont, was re- 
| moved from the floor by the sheriff 
on order of the school superinten- 
dent and forced to attend gradua- 
tion exercises. 

Dorothea Reissig, 16, in second 
place, was threatened with the same 


action, but her father has been at- 
tending the marathon sessions, thus 
complying with the state law bar- 
ring minors from dance halls un- 
less accompanied by a guardian. 








Taking No Chances! 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

A man and his wife stood in 
the lobby of the Majestic the- 
atre having a family row. After 
peace was declared the man 
stepped to the b. o., but had to 
take two singles. 

B. O. distrib parked him in 
X15, last seat in last row to the 
left. His wife was given A18, 
last seat in the first row on the 
right. 














sexy, with Henry La Cossitt notify- 
ing contributors to play up the sex 
angle heavily. 


That Feminine Pressure 

It took the wives of the Los An- 
geles Press Club just six weeks to 
overthrow ‘that clause in the con- 
stitution reading, “No women will 
be allowed in the club rooms.” 
Club was just formed a month 
and a half ago, but the amendment 
is already written in as “open 
house for ladies on Sundays.” Only 
a question of time until it becomes 
co-educational, as the girls are still 
turning on the pressure. 





Lucille Sullivan has resigned from 
Harper's Bazaar. 





Ann R. Silver, picture editor and 
critic of the Brooklyn Daily Times, 
will receive her LL.B. degree from 
the Brooklyn Law School of | St. 
Lawrence University, June 13. 

Mr. -and Mrs. Maurice Marks 
(Rita Weiman) sail next week to 
spend the summer abroad. 








“Eyverybody’s—Romance” will go 


On the Square 


(Continued from page 50) 


Out on the lawn their lights could be seen flashing to sea from shore 
or shore to Sound. Later, the peering discoverers noticed the runners 
were walking through the woods, carrying the stuff somewhere. They 
could see their lantern lights Blink and blinking. 

One discoverer more curious than the rest discovered the same blinking 
light on her front porch. 

So the huddlers decided the bootleggers were glow worms after all. 














Mirror Stuck With L. I. Plot 


The Daily Mirror has taken a small corner store in the Capitol The- 
atre building and is advertising that with a six month subscription, it 
will sell a plot in Sound Beach, L. L, for $89.50 down or $12.50 down 
and $3.50 a month. 

Various photos of the beach and plots are exhibited with the Mirror 
saying that it is the original developer of that land. 

Same offer was made last year. 





Doc Michel’s Annoyer 
A doctor whose name is similar to that of Dr. Leo Michel’s is causing 
the latter some embarrassment by sending out cards announcing his re- 
moval. Cards are sent to principals and chorus girls in Broadway 
shows and are rather broadly worded with the popular Times Square 
practitioner getting the squawks from those receiving the announce- 
ments. ' 





Theatre or Shoe Shop? 


Youth passing the Embassy theatre and getting a flash of the marquee 
asked his companion, “What is this, a shoe store or a picture house?” 
“Father and Son” current there is the name of a chain of stores specializ- 
ing in foot wear for men and boys with stores spotted in various sec- 
tions of the city. 





Lieut. Barney McGowan, desk man, at the West 47th Street station 
is vying with Lieut. “Broadway” Johnny Collins to earn the title of the 
best dressed and most charming police boss in the theatrical district. 
Collins has had the edge. Before becoming @ bluecoat he was a thespian. 
Recently McGowan decided that he ought to emulate his chief, Grover 
Whalem Nightly he was in hot conference with Bill Reitmeyer, veteran 
newspaperman of the Big Stem. Soon Barney appeared on the job with 
a beautiful and heavy moustache, 

Reitmeyer probably told McGowan how to grow the mustachio. Bill 
has had one for years. “And I don’t have to dye it” says Bill. 

“Broadway Johnny” is undecided whether to shave his blond mus- 
tache. “I don’t think I will have too,” said “Scholar Johnny.” 





Waiters, in Hundreds, Loafing 


Hundreds of waiters are said to be daily loafing, gathering around 
corners in Times Square, waiting for something in their line to show. 

Waiters say the closing of so many speakeasies, also selling restau- 
rants, have lessened the demand greatly for them in the past few weeks. 
One reason given by the white apron boys is the steadily decreasing 
lack of interest in bum hootch, and the increase of food displays in all 
sorts of stores, the latter getting a good counter play through a reason- 
able’ price list. 





Loving Cup for Broadway Window " 


A silver loving cup was presented to the Hilton Company by Universal 
for having the most unique window display during “Broadway Week” 
for the opening of Universal’s picture, “Broadway.” 

Hilton’s window display had a large traffic light, with shirts and ties 
of the same color as the lights. 





Speedy and’ Automatic Elevators 


Speediest elevators in the mid-town section are those in the new 
Lefcourt-National Building on Fifth avenue. Operator of the new type 
express lifts merely pushes a button as riders enter. When car is started 
all operation thereafter automatic. Car stops evenly with floor landing 
and doors open and shut from push button control. 


Mrs. Beecroft Couldn’t Stand Rat Island 


The Chester Beecrofts are temporarily separated. Mrs. Beecroft has 
left Rat Island, on Long Island Sound, to feturn to her folks at Newark, 
N. J., to remain, while her husband continues as the only occupant of 
the small bit of land, about 200 feet off the City Island shore. 

At low tide it’s a fair-sized little island, is Rat, but at high tide it 
hardly may be seen. Beecroft, in pictures, likes it with the exclusive 
rights, taking his morning plunge, summer and winter. But Mrs. Bee- 
croft, married about a year, couldn’t stand the lonesomeness of the place. 

On Rat Island Beecroft has a shack with two mattresses, both of the 








latter on the floor, 





Spring Selling 





Los Angeles, June i1, 

Anxious to grab the picture 
trade for spring apparel a hab- 
erdashery firm received special 
permission from Irving Thal- 
berg to display its wares in a 
private office at the M-G-M 
studio. 

Similar concession was 
sought at Paramount, but ap- 
parently rejected. Haberdash- 
ers then rented an apartment 
across from the studio and sent 
each of the Par employees a 
personal invitation to look over 
the stock. 


Hollywood Chatter 


(Continued from page 52) 














No permit necessary to keep a gun 
in the home. 


With the Shriners on the way 
out,*the town goes through another 
convention convulsion with the 
Elks. 


Among the many letters of advice 
and criticism being received by 
Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pick- 
ford on “Taming of the Shrew” was 
one from an exhibitor in the middle 
west. Exhib stated he was a great 
follower of Shakespease and couldn't 
see how anyone could think of mak- 
ing a burlesque on this great 
dramatist’s work. 


A chatter writer who came here 
more than a year age arrived with 
sparse house furnishings and pogsi- 
bilities. When she left recently for 
New York she had more household 
equipment than she could use. She 
gold three over night bags (gifts), 
two persian rugs (gifts) and a din- 
ing room set, Which cost her $400 
in New York, for $1,500. 


One hour before the arrival of 
Paul Whiteman at Universal City a 
large banner on a stage set forth 
that “Paul Welcomes Paul.” First 
reference presumably was to Paul 
Kohner. Thirty minutes before 
Whiteman arrived this banner was 
covered with another stating, “Carl 
Laemmle, Jr.,” Welcomes Paul 
Whiteman and His Gang.” 


Only hold dances once every three 
weeks here with the western clan 
gathering anywhere from 8 p. m. 
on for dinner. Local Mayfair prac- 
tice is to call upon guests or mem- 
bers to get up and perform. Irene 
Bordoni politely but firmly refused 
the last night. Others are most 
willing, some girls anticipating the 
call by being properly underdressed. 
One such request would keep the 
gang away and queer the eastern 
Mayfair. Only. diners with stage 
experience called upon to contrib- 
ute. Film celebrities merely rise 
and take a bow. 


The Friars held a tournament on 
the Oak Ridge cuurse last Friday, 
Jack Fulton winning the low gross 
prize with a handicap of five. 
Charles Yates was runner up, hav- 
ing a handicap of one. The low net 
best score was turned in by Eddie 
Meyers with a 70, but he had a 
handicap of 22. Charles Drury was 
next in line with a 73, aided by a 
handicap of 30. Ben Lifton won the 
booby prize. 








Tom Burke of the Lyric won the 
ticket men’s tournament at Clear- 
view last week, the event being a 
benefit for a former ticket agent 
now in Saranac. Burke turned in a 
score of 91, having kept tabs him- 
self. It is alleged he fixed the others 
in a foursome and got a cup. Other 
prizes were turned back to be 
raffled off to boost the benefit purse. 





Tiomkin Scoring 
Dimitri Tiomkin, formerly with 
M-G-M will leave for the coast 
shortly to score two pictures: for 
Paramount, as yet unnamed, 





Ernest Torrence and Wallace 
Beery in “The Bugle Sounds,” with 
Chaney. All silent. 


Robert Fraser opposite Lenore 
Ulric in “Frozen Justice,” Fox, 


Lothar Mendez, 
Children,” Par, 
Edith Wharton. 


Basil Rathbone in lead of untitled 


directing “The 
From novel by 


Mille. 


George K. Arthur and Poiiy Mo- 
ran, added to “The Rounder,” M-G. 
John Davidson, added to “13th 





Chair,” M-G, 


M-G film, directed by William De 





NEW YORK CHATTER 
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to resign from the Elks for that 
reason, 

New York will see the first of the 
new front-wheel drive cars to 


be 
placed on the market July 1. Car 
is the Ruxton. Manufactured by 


company headed by A. M. Andrews. 
Sells for $4,200. Has 137-inch 
wheel base, Selling argument is 
that it loses no motion. 


June Colyer starts new game of 
crystal gazing where the players 
gather around a fish bowl and guess 
what the other is thinking about. 
One guesses most right gets a gold 
fish. 


Replying to a message from the 
Friars, Raymond Hitehcock, ill in 
Chicago, wired: “I have two marvel- 
ous doctors and seven ‘most gor- 
geous nurses here at St. Luke's, 
Haven't met St. Luke, but he cer- 
tainly runs a nice place. I am im- 
proving slowly but consistently.” 

Before Virginia Lee Corbin went 
to Hollywood, Louie Shurr, the 
manager, used to take her out. Miss 
Lee hit in the celiuloids. When the 
time came for her to return east 
for a visit she phoned Shurr. Re- 
alizing that she had grown nearly 
four inches since her departure, 
Louie was not to be embarrassed. 
He had heels put on his shoes, 
raising him an inch higher. “My, 
how you have grown, Louie,” said 
Virginia... “The better to go out 
with you, my dear,” was Shurr’s 
Red-riding Hood rejoinder. 

Col. Ed Hawkins, fancy dresser, 
Will Hays’ pal and good-will man 
for RCA's Photophone, has sought 
the aid of the police to recover $800 
worth of summer suits which he 
parked with a Central Park estab- 
lishment last fall. Partnership 
broke up and special dicks traced 
the member with the garments to 
Trenton, N. J. 


Bill Black, Pail Whiteman’s big 
colored valet, was formerly a waiter 
at the Claypoole hotel, Indianapolis, 
He abruptly left his job there two 
years ago to attach himself to Paul, 
When the Old Gold Whiteman spe- 
cial arrived in Indianapolis, Bill 
went to the hotel and demanded 
$4.80, which he clafmed was due 

Vera Gordon, her husband, Nate, 
and daughter celebrated the 25th 
marriage anniversary yesterday 
(Tuesday) in New York. Vera grew 
poetic over it in the invitation, con- 
cluding this wise: 

“Twenty-five years of happy life, 

“Just one husband and one wife.” 

Author! 


him for wages at the time he blew. 

That 18-day diet printed in Va- 
riety proved heaven sent to the 
femmes dying to get rid of a little 
avoirdupois. They now come in the 
restaurants, unfold the Variety 
clipping containing the various 
days’ diet, and order from it ac- 
cording to what day of the diet 
they are on. 


Couple of show girls who went to 
see a friend of theirs do an act in 
which the friend imitated Helen 
Kane were overheard discussing 
the turn. “I heard Helen Kane the 
other night,” said the first. “TI 
think so and so is much better.” “I 
think she imitates Helen Kane bet- 
ter than Helen does herself,” com- 
mented the second.” “Oh, yes,” re- 
joined the first, “Helen Kane isn’t 
as good as Helen Kane as s0 
and so.” 


Ward Morehouse, who had three 
lines in “Gentlemen of the Press,” 
his own work, is reported engaged 
as dramatic critic role in new A. 
H. Woods show. Morehouse will 
thus advance as a dramatic actor, 
acquiring 7% lines in the new play. 

Jack Goode doubled from Loew’s 
Boulevard into a chop suey joint 
when asked to sing a few numbers 
at a local Democratic club’s dinner. 
He got apples. 

Biggest laugh on the Street is de- 
scription of Joe Lewis going up 
gang-plank of liner on which he 
sailed for Europe. Lewis pretended 
he was a dizzy German and had all 
the attaches of the steamship line 
helping him as he floundered up the 
way, dropping baggage and trip- 
ping himself. Just a gag. 





Stock Girl’s First Film 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Helen Millard, stock actress, is 
making her first screen appearance 
in “The 13th Chair,” M-G. 





Bii'y Chandler’s change of base 
into the Robhin@ nersonnel affects 
only the professional department, 
under General Manager Jack 


Bergman, 
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AEAUTIFUL ONES 
RUNNING SHOWS? 


so 


Incidents of About Zieggy’s 


Beauts Suggest Plenty of | 
Drawing Power of} 


“Influence”—On and Off 
Stage at Will or Not Re- 
porting at All 





WEATHER TOO FINE! 





Beautiful and bright show girls 
among the aces in the flash class of 
the front lines on Broadway. appear 
to enjoy special prerogatives in their 
stage work. Some say the ace 
beauts, particularly in the Flo Zieg- 
feld productions, are doing about as 
they please, if not altogether run- 
ning the shows, back stage. 

One show girl in “Whoopee” is 
reported walking in her stage place 
when the urge hits her, about twice 
weekly. Another gave as the rea- 
son for not reporting for two Satur- 
day performances that the weather 


was too fine. 

A fact or superstitution along 
Broadway for years has been that 
certain show girls develop drawing 
power in the box office for musica) 
revues. Any other or all of the 
show girls might do the same thing, 
musical producers of the revue type, 
such as the Zieggy and Shubert 
houses, believe. 

The Shuberts carried for a con- 
siderable period an octet of show 
girls, known by sight and name to 
all of the men-around-town besides 
the cloak and suiters. These girls 
held over in every Winter Garden 
production until make-up refused to 
longer hide their ages, 

Ziegfeld has had any number of 
show girls who were known to draw 
more than their salary,’ with these 
girls eventually promoted into the 
air or a minor principal role. Ear! 
Carroll also got the idea but prac- 
tised it solo, leaving his chorus 
businessless for the b. o. Though 
Carroll frequently attempted to raid 
other show girl ranks for lookers 
and getters. 

Latest of the incidents in the 
“Whoopee” line are a bit extraor- 
dinary in the ordinary course of a 
beautiful but dumb’s stage exist- 
ence, The show girl going the limit 
with the Zieggy production morale 
is said to have first startled the 
back-stage contingent by calmly 
asking, also receiving, permission 
for a two months’ leave of absence 
in Europe. 


Friends in Front 


Upon her return she reported at 
the Amsterdam theatre but advised 
the management of an uncertainty 
when of appearance, though request- 
ing that her place there be retained 
for her. As a reason the girl stated 
that she only wanted to appear 
when inviting a party of friends to 
the show. 

These parties shortly commenced 
at the rate of two or three weekly. 
Each time the show girl herself 
bought the tickets, making her a 
good customer individually. On the 
evening her friends were in front, 
the show girl got in the line. 
Whether paid or not for her stage 
services isn’t mentioned, but she 
continues with usual parties and 
performances, always paying the 
check, 

In the show parlance it means 
that she’s a smart dame, knowing 
the value of appearance behind the 
foots to someone or more in front 

The show girl who admired the 
weather on a Saturday, which usu- 
ally arrives before Sunday and no 
performance until Monday night, 
blandly admitted her carelessness 
when asked why for two shows 
consecutive she had not showed up. 

“When my chauffeur came with 
the car Saturday afternoon to take 
me to the theaire, the weather was 
so nice that I just kept on driving,’ 
she said. 


NON-DUMB ACE 
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‘1 Hit in 7 Shows! 


Variety’s resume of the 
drama critics’ box scores for 
the past season, printed last 
week, brought out that there 
was but one actual hit of each 
seven new productions during 
the season. 

Of the 175 new plays in 
28-29, but 25 were listed as 
money hits, or, as Variety's 
scorer termed them, “full suc- 
cesses.” 

Another 29 or so were classi- 
fied as intermediate successes 
or moderate run plays, with 12 
weeks allowed by .Variety for 
‘a run show to go into the mod- 
erate hit class. 

Since. 12 weeks, or around 
that. number, seldom gives a 
show any profit unless very 
cheaply. produced and cast, the 
only successes are really those 
making money on Broadway. 
The full successes or real hits, 
25, cover that. end, 

_In the past, taking the same 
calculation, Variety would ven- 
ture at the end of the season 
to say the percentage of flops 
was 67, while the success per- 
centage took in the remainder, 
Instead with the basis of 25 
cut of 175, the flop percentage 
goes to 86. 

In next season’s box score 
for the dramatic reviewers 
Variety will raise the minimum 
for a moderate success to four 
months’ consecutively on 
Broadway, or 17 weeks. 


Short B. R. Stops Brown 
And Morrissey’s Shows 


Two scheduled summer shows are 
doubtful of reaching the boards, 
both having bankrollitis. Last week 
“Right off the Boat,” a Chamber- 
lain Brown affair, stumbled, and 

















now “Keep It Clean,” Will Mor- 
‘rissey's proposed revue, is en- 
meshed. 


Latter show was slated for the 
Times Square. It seems the prin- 
cipals were willing to go along and 
gamble with Morrissey, but Equity 
insisted on the chorus being guar- 
anteed salaries. Rehearsals were 
ordered stopped. 

“Right Off the Boat” seemed to 
be on its way again, after a letter 
of guarantee for $2,000 was filed 
with Equity by a friendly producer 
and some of the cast waived. the 
salary protection. One day the 
show was on and the next day it 
was off. Supposed downtown back- 
ers backed out. Others were in- 
vited to a rehearsal but couldn't get 
excited enough to put up any coin. 

Company was still hopeful early 
this week, but nobody could advise 
Philadelphia why the postponed 
opening was set back until next 
week, if the show would open or 
not. 

Meanwhile, chorus will be due at 
the end of the week. The friendly 
manager may therefore be called 
on to kick in, 

By Tuesday it appeared that Mor- 
rissey, convinced there was no hope 
of Equity’s o.k. for “Keep It Clean,” 
until he had liquidated a $2,000 in- 
debtedness, planned a return to 
varde. 

Morrissey assured Equity that 
from his vaude dates he would make 
weekly payments until the debt is 
canceled. 





Hoboken Goes Chicago 


Chicago, June 11, 
Robert Williams & Hal Estey, 
Inc., play producing company, was 
incorporated here last week and 


probably will start its activities with 


“After Dark,” that Hoboxen rein- 

carnation, June 23, in the Woods. 

Capital is listed ac $50,600. 
Willians is a iezit actor Estey 


s a local broker, supplying the hank 
relll Third incornpo:ater ts Attorney 
Philip R. Davis, well known in show 
circles. 


RUBEN’S POKER CHECKS 


Bounced Back With Actor Sum- 
moned to Police Court 








Jose Ruben is all mixed up in his 
bank account, for which reason 
some of his checks bounced back. 
Because of that he was summoned 
to the 54th Street Court. 

When Ruben was appearing in 
“The Red Robe” at the Shubert he 
got into the habit of playing poker 
with people playing in “Animal 
Crackers” across the way at the 
44th Street. One check for $390 was 
made out to Frank Hall, stage man- 
ager for “Crackers.” Hall sought 
the cash from Spencer Bettleheim of 
the Music Box. Spence said he 
would cash a check for that amount 
if Ruben made it out to him (Bet- 
tleheim). Ruben made the check 
that way, got the coin and turned it 
over to Hall, 

When the check rubbered Spencer 
was the injured third party and a 
defense of it being a gambling debt 
would hardly hold, 

Another of Ruben’s bouncers pay- 
ing off a poker loss was made out 
to Herbert (Zeppo) Marx. 


“Passion Play” at Hip 
Cost Gest $250,000 


Morris Gest removed his imported 
“Passion Play” from the New York 
Hippodrome last Saturday, a $250,- 
000 loser on the six-week engage- 
ment, but with everybody paid off. 

test encountered sme extraordi- 
nary opposition approaching perse- 
cution in spots over his production 
of the Biblical piece, although Gest 
is a showman, with a showman not 
recognizing anything but the box 
office, 

“The Passion Play” is due at 
Scranton, Pa., June 19-22, under the 
auspices of a citizens’ committee of 
1,000, headed by the mayor. It goes 
to Buffalo for week June 24, ap- 
pearing under the auspices of 
Father Ferger, for the Committee 
of Federated Churches. 

America, leading Catholic publi- 
cation in New York, endorsed “The 
Passion Play,” as presented by Gest 
at the Hippodrome, terming it “The 
Divine story graphically and rever- 
ently enacted.” 

Gest is preparing for his produc- 
tions next season. Among the 10 
or more that producer will stage is 
a revival of “The Miracle.” It is 
dated for Detroit Oct. 7 for fvur 
weeks. That city has erected an 
electrical sign mentioning that Gest 
will bring “The Miracle” to the lo- 
cal Olympic, 

One of Gest’s new pieces will be 
“A-Ha,” by Mortimer Glass. It is 
a musical. 

Another is “The Darling of the 
Gods,” musicalized version, by ar- 
rangement with David Belasco. 

Gest intends sending out “Mima,” 
the Belasco hit of the past season, 
with a woman star replacing 
Lenore Ulric, who has gone talker 
for Fox. 


Show Road Tour With 
Local Legion Auspices 


One of the first of the new sea- 
son road routes has been laid out 
by the Erlanger offices for 30 to 38 
weeks of one-two-three night and 
week stands for Jack Linder’s 
“Legionnaires Minstrels.” 

The show starts about Sept. 1. 
It was recently tried as a vaude 
unit. It ig the plan to tie up the 
troupe on the road with local 
American Legion posts 














GUILD AT REPUBLIC 


Theatre Guild will use the Re- 
public as a production theatre next 


season, relinquishing the Golden, 
which closes Saturday’ with 
“Strange Interlude,” the suild’s 
longest run attraction. 

The Guild will present its first 


attraction in the fall in its own 
house, the second going into the 
Beck, with the Republic getting the 








third, due about November. 
Patricola West 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Tom Patricola is doing a cross- 
country in a roadster June 15 to 
travel in this direction. 
' Leo Morrison, handling his busi- 
{ness, says he has a film jeh for! 
j Patricola when he arrives. 








Cat Steals an Act! 


A flop show, “Decision,” 
which opened recently, had its 
first act stolen entirely by a 
pretty cat used in one of the 
scenes. 

Name of feline did not ap- 
pear on program, but hearsay 
credits it with surname of 
Hutchinson or Hudkins. Less 
authoritative rumor gave it 
name of Seymour. Al) concur 
first name is Ernestine, 

While play progressed Er- 
nestine felt an urge to sing 
“From Mcnday On.” Not know- 
ing the lyrics it proceeded to 
chase imaginary mice. 

Audience roared as cat 
caught one and rolled all over 
the stage tantalizing the 
rodent, 

Later feeling a_ scientific 
urge, the feline moved toward 
footlights for inspection of the 
electric light bulbs. She rolled 
over on her back to see how 
they looked upside down. 

Satisfied Mr. Edison’s inven- 
tion was working 100 per cent., 
Ernestine, now on all fours, 
raised a paw to touch one of 
the gleaming incandescents. 
Entire attention was diverted 
from the play for the result. 
Ernestine touched the bulb and 
evidencing a burning sensa- 
tion, withdrew in a panic as 
house came down, 


Detroit Arrest Threat 
Booms Mae West’s “Lil” 


Detroit, Mich, June 11, 

“Diamond Lil,” which was ordered 
closed by Mayor John C. Lodge, is 
still being continued at the Shu- 
bert-Detroit under a restraining or- 
der issued Saturday by Judge 
Adolph F. Marschner in the circuit 
court. 

On Thursday the mayor and the 
police commissioner will appear in 
circuit court to show cause why 
the engagement should be closed 
and why they would arrest or 
threaten to arrest Mae West. 

As a publicity stunt, the closing 
order followed by the restraining 
order proved a boom for business. 
The house has been sold out ever 
since. 

What provoked the mayor was 
not the show itself as much as the 
imitation of the “Police Gazette” 
which was distributed in the neigh- 
borhood sections and among chil- 
dren. 


$400,000 FOR WEST END 


Joe Weber Selis Old 125th St. The- 
atre to Builder 


























West End theatre, owned by Joe 
Weber for 28 years, has been sold 
for $400,000 to J. Donnofrio, builder. 
He will improve the property. 

The house, built by Meyer Bim- 
berg, was purchased by Weber and 
Fields in 1901. At that time it was 
regarded as the only first class 
uptown house playing legit attrac- 
tions, all the old Weber and Fields 
shows going there. It seated 1,900. 

Some years ago Lew Fields sold 
nis share in the property to Weber. 
'yntil early this year it was operated 
as an independent picture house. 

All the old Weber and Fields mu- 
sicals, among them “Fiddledee Dee,” 
“Pousse Cafe,” “Hurly Burly,” 
“Helter Skelter,” ‘Glad Hand,” ‘Mr. 
New York, Esq.,” “The Art of 
Maryland,” “Hoopdee Doo,” “Hokey 
Pokey,” “Hankey Panky,” “Twirly 
Whirly,” “Hoity Toity” and many 
others, as well as all the old bur- 
lesque material used by the famous 
comedy team, may be taken over in 
bulk by one of the talking picture 
producers. 

Leo Teller, Brooklyn’ theatre 
owner and former manager of Weber 
and Fields, is handling negotiations 
for the sale of the talking picture 
rights to the productions. 


FROM FILM TO MUSICAL 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
Dave Thursby is in Chicago to 
join the “Follow Thru” company 
which opens there shortly. 





RETURN CONTRACT CLAUSE 


Some Legits Provided for Return 
to Stage 

Several legit people going in 
talkers on the coast, had provisions 
inserted in their contract which al- 
lows them to return to New York 
for productions in the fall. 

Under these conditions Walter 
Woolf, with Warners for “Golden 
Dawn,” returns to the Shuberts, 
while Seymour Felix under contract 
to Fox as a dance stager, will come 
east to stage a new Aarons and 
Freedley musical. Felix has split 
with Flo Ziegfeld, carrying his 
grievances to court. 


Two Unexpected Closings; 
Society Girl Caused One 


The sudden closing Saturday of 
“Stepping Out” after three weeks at 
the Fulton was a surprise, the show 
having been rated as well suited 
for summer patronage. Attraction 
geared along too costly lines for a 
hot weather comedy, the hook-up 
being high for a straight show even 
in the regular season. 

It is understood a weekly gross of 
$12,500 was required for an even 
break. Last week “Stepping Out” 
got about $11,000. There were 28 
stage hands required because of the 
solid settings. Six in the crew were 
in the electrical department. Weekly 
operating cost was $8,200. Cast held 
several name players on a regula? 
salary basis. While a summer scale 
might have been arranged, little 
could be shaved back stage. 

Charles Dillingham ordered the 
show closed temporarily 2nd may 
resume the engagement in August. 

The closing of “Holiday” at the 
Plymouth Saturday was also abrupt. 
It was the comedy hit of the season 
and expected to last through the 
summer. Last week's gross was 
$13,000. 

Hope Williams, playing the lead, 
refused to continue playing, insisting 
on three months’ vacation as stipu- 
lated in her contract. The society 
: girl-actress spends her summers on 
a ranch in the west. 

Arthur Hopkins decided not to 
offer .a substitute for Miss Williams, 


Youmans’ Talker Option 


The new Vincent Youmans show, 
“Great Days,” now in prelim stages 
of preparation for qa July opening at 
the Cosmopolitan, New York, is 
scheduled to become a talker with 
an M-G-M label. That concern has 
first call on it through guaranteeing 
Equity $10,000 for its proposed stage 
presentation. 

Not the first time that a picture 
company has sponsored a Broadway 
show, but the first time such an 
option has been obtained for a 
talker production. 


Philly Lease on Two 
Shubert Houses Expiring 


Philadelphia, June 11. 

Reports say that the Lyric and 
Adelphi will not be a part of the 
Shuberts’ local chain next season. 

These two adjoining dramatic 
houses on North Broad street are 
owned by the Wanamaker estate 
and the lease is said to expire this 
summer. 

There will be a conference with- 
in a few weeks at which time the 
Shuberts will decide whether or not 
they will renew. It is understood 
a big office building is contem- 
plated for this site. 


Frank Craven Falls 


Frank Craven is with Radio Pic- 
tures to direct and play in “The 
Very Idea.” Craven leaves for the 
coast this week. 





























Miller Plays for A. H., Chi. 
Chicago, June 11, 
A. H. Woods’ Adelphi here will 
hold all of the Gilbert Miller plays 
} produced in New York. Woods will 
; give the Millers preference over his 
own shows for this stand. 
First comes “Journey’s End” with 
j next seasul. 
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by Louis Bennison in her roof gar- 


den apartment in East 5ist strect 
early Sunday morning, after an in- 
dicated debauch, brought expres- 


sions of pity over the sordid demise 
of the former brilliant actress. 

It was the ghastly climax of a love 
affair extending 


about three years. Bennison com- 
mitted suicide with the same gun he 
shot Miss Lawrence with. 

Signs pointed to a split between 
them. Saturday night at 11, Ben- 
nison was reported having  bor- 
rowed some meney at the Lambs 
Club. Evidently he purchased three 
quarts of gin at a néarby speakeasy 
Many empty bottles were found in 
the apartment when the tragedy) 
was discovered. But $900 was found 
in Bennison’s pocket, the deduction 
being that Miss Lawrence had given 
him the money and ordered Benni- 
son out of the rooms. 

Friends who knew of the pair's 
indulgence in liquor feared violence 
It was no secret around the Lambs 
that Bennison talked of and threat- 
ened suicide. In the club he was 
called a two-gun man, it being his 
‘custom to carry two long barreled 
pistols. That no one attempted to 
take the guns away from him after 
a recent attempt to shoot himself in 
a Lambs washroom was commented 
upon. 


over a period of 


A Career 

Miss Lawrence won Broadway 
first with her performance in “Over 
Night.” but gained fame in “Tea 
as for Three.” She retired from the 
"stage upon marrying Orson OD. 
Munn, non-pro. There were two 
daughters, now being raised by the 
Munn family. Young Munn, then 
an ensign, went into the publishing 
business and is wealthy. Miss Law- 
rence hankered to return to the 
stage and that culminated in a di- 
vorce, 

Her luck seemed to change. She 
appeared with other name players 
in “Lawful Larceny,” a fair success. 
Miss Lawrence then co-starred with 
Wallace Eddinger in “Wedding 
Bells,” starting a friendship which 
_ led to their marriage. 

About two years ago Miss Law- 
rence went to Australia to fulfill 
engagements and there met Benni- 
son, also engaged from New York. 
They returned to this country to- 
gether. Early this season Miss 
Lawrence headed the cast of “Pos- 


to appear at one performance almost 


(Spring Byington) was hastily sum- 
moned. 


play, complained to Equity. 


ord was found of it. 
and a 
appear on the stage.” 
of the bed stood Bennison. 
destine, 


Broadway. 


salary to Selwyn. 
never paid. 


s 


last year. 
Was reached. 


tate. 


ley named her as administratrix. 


mated at $25,000. 
after the run of 


to $600,000. 
**. a piece of the show. 


he married Miss Lawrence, 
Bennison on Stage 
Bennison drew 


Your Gun.” Subsequent engage- 
was married for 20 years, 
well-known school 
Miss Lawrence's being about 39. 
Bennison was 
westerns fer Sig Lubin. Before and 
afterward he appeared in stock. 


Bennison was cast in at least two 
shows this season, but his penchant 
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Lawrence-Bennison Affair Ends — 
In Killing and Suicide in New York 


The murder of Margaret Lawrence 


session” at the Booth. Her failure 


closed the show but the understudy 


Edgar Selwyn, who produced — goes to the road next week. 
star explained she had been injured 
in a taxicab accident, but no rec- 
The company 
manager, an Equity representative 
doctor visited Miss Law- 
rence's 5th avenue apartment, find- 
ing her in bed in “no. condition to 
At the head 


Friends said their affair was clan- 
but it was known along 
Equity suspended Miss 
Lawrence and ordered her to pay 
$6,000, the equivalent of two weeks’ 
The money was 


The Eddinger estate was esti- 
It was said that 
“Captain Apple- 
jack,” Eddinger’s wealth amounted 


attention on 
Broadway in a comedy, “Johnny Get 


ments were not so fortunate. He 
and a|Charles 
daughter is to be graduated from a 
on the _ coast. 
Bennison’'s 2ge was announced as 45, 


Earlier in his professional career, 
in pictures doing 








Plenty of 1904 Figgers 


Hammerstein theatre is hold- 
ing auditions nearly every day 
for “Just the Other Day.” Call 
for girls with 135-pound figures 
the other afternoon brought 
avalanche of avoirdupois. Scene 
in show for 12 of them. Play 
will be of 25 years ago. 











for the bottle caused substitution. 
The latest was a try-out which 
opened in Brooklyn Monday night. 
Recently he was in support of 
Miss Lawrence in a_ vaudeville 
sketch, “She Made Up Her Mind,” 
but it was withdrawn after a three- 


day showing uptown in New York. 
Two cryptic notes were found 
near the bodies, neither indicating 
the actual conditions leading up to 
the murder and suicide. Miss Law- 
rence’s children are Elizabeth, 14, 
and Louisine, 12. Her mother, who 
resides in Germantown, Pa., as- 
sumed charge of the burial. 

The first assumption by the police 
that a suicide pact had been fol- 
lowed was later discarded when 
official investigations were held. 

Dr. Charles Norris, the Chief 
Medical Examiner, after examining 
the bodies, decided that Miss Law- 
rence’s death was homicide and that 
of Bennison as suicide. 

The general conclusion now is 
that Bennison, penniless and de- 
spondent, aware that he and Miss 
Lawrence must separate, planned to 
end both lives. ‘ 

It also was denied later that Miss 
Lawrence had written the note 
found pinned on the door. 

A chemieal analysis by Dr. Alex- 
ander Gettler, city toxicologist, and 
his assistant, determined that both 
Miss Lawrence and Bennison had 
consumed considerable liquor. 

The body of Miss Lawrence was 
claimed by her mother and sister 
and taken to Germantown, Pa., for 
interment. 

Bennison’s body remained in 
the Morgue up to yesterday, pend- 
ing proposed burial arrangements 
by friends. 


Eight Shows Out 


Eight more attractions are off 
Broadway's legit list. Five of the 
group were added to last Saturday’s 
withdrawals. Included was the 
Freiburg “Passion Play,” which 











“Blackbirds,” colored revue pre- 
sented by Lew Leslie, stops at the 
Eltinge after 57 weeks. It opened 
in the spring of last year at the 
Liberty, doing fairly well. Upon 
removal to the Eltinge in Septem- 
ber business climbed to capacity 
with the weekly takings $18,000 and 
more. Lately trade dropped, es- 
pecially when a second company 
substituted. 

“Courage,” presented by Lou 
Cantor, closed at the Ritz, Satur- 
day, after 36 weeks. Started mild- 
ly, then developed steadily, main- 
taining an average of $14,000 week- 
ly for some months. Slipped dur- 


Action for divorce was started by/ing spring and lately was around 
Miss Lawrence against Eddinger | $7,000. 
He died before the case 
There was a contest 
seed genre va ytien Outstanding comedy of the season 
testified Miss Lawrence was con- 
tinuously inebriated, Surrogate Fo- 


“Holiday,” presented by Arthur 
Hopkins, closed suddenly at the 
Plymouth Saturday after 28 weeks. 


and could have remained well into 
summer but for the insistance of 
vacations by leads. Got $13,000 last 
week. Topped the list for quite a 
time, with grosses of $24,000 and 
more, 

“Pleasure Bound,” at the Majes- 
tic (Shuberts), goes to the road 


He starred in and had|2fter_17 weeks. Rated in the money, 
His wealth ap- 
pears to have been dissipated after 


but figured to get higher grosses in 
Chicago. High around $36,000, with 
average $33,000 until lately. 

“She Got What She Wanted” 
finally taken off at Wallack’s Sat- 
urday. Played 15 weeks, but to 
small money, and reported well in 
the red. $5,500 top, with $3,500 the 
pace recently. 

“Stepping Out,” presented by 
Dillingham, ordered off 
Saturday, Only played three weeks. 
Started with $13,000, dropped to 
$10,000, and about $11,000 last week. 
Show geared too high for summer 
going. May reopen in August. 

“Strange Interlude,” which the 
Theatre Guild announced to close 
several weeks aga hut which was 
held over because of the jump in 
business, will end 72-week run at 
Golden thig Saturday. 
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Summer Tryouts So 
Far Dated on Atlantic 


Summer try-out season at the 
Broadway, Long Branch, will start 
June 24, Vincent Youman’s musical 
“Great Days” being the first show 
booked into the Walter Reade 
house. The Savoy, Asbury Park, 
opens a week later with Jane Cowl 
in “Jenny,” that play splitting the 
week with Long Branch. 

Tentative North Jersey 
legit line-up follows: 

July 8—William Farnum in “The 
Idol” (Jos. Gaites). 

July 15—John Golden and Crosby 
Gaige productions splitting week at 
Asbury and Long Branch. 

July 22—Shubert musical, 
week at Long Branch. 
production at Asbury. 

July 29—Murray Anderson” “Al- 
manacks,” Leng Branch. 

Aug. 5—Shubert. 

Aug. 12—Erlanger’s “Scarlet” and 
William A. Brady production 
splitting week at Asbury and Long 
Branch. 

Aug. 19—Louis Werba and Brady 
and Wiman productions at Asbury 
and Long Branch. 

Aug. 26—Lew Cantor's 
Inc.,” and Erlanger’s 





resort 


full 
Belasco 


“Mendel, 
“Dagger and 


the Rose” at Asbury and Long 
Branch. 
Sept. 4—Shubert dramatic pro- 


duction and Crosby Gaige'’s “77 
Park Lane” at Asbury and Long 
Branch. 





Drury Lane-Hammerstein 
3-Year-Old Suit Settled 


Suit brought against Arthur 
Hammerstein by the Theatre Royal 
Drury Lane, Ltd., London, to re- 
cover $10,000 advanced for the 
British rights to “Song of the 
Flame” has been settled after lit- 
igation extending over three years, 
Under the terms of the settlement 
half of the amount deposited with 
Hammerstein will be returned to 
the English theatre company and 
a counter suit brought by Ham- 
merstein against Sir Alfred Butt, 
managing director of the Drury 
Lane theatre, is withdrawn. 
Nathan Burkan represented Sir 
Alfred Butt and the theatre com- 
pany. House, Vorhaus & Grossman 
are attorneys for Hammerstein. 

The dispute arose wher Hammer- 





stein claimed that “Song of the 
Flame,” under his agreement, was 
to have followed “Rose Marie,” an- 
other of his musicals, ito the 
Drury Lane, London, with Butt 
claiming that as an impossibility as 
Hammerstein had failed to submit 
certain revisions to the book as 
promised. 

Counter suit brought by Ham- 
merstein sought $100,000 damages 
from Butt, charging him with in- 
stigating the dispute between Ham- 
merstein and the theatre company. 





Cantor Now Would Sell 
His Cut-Rate Brokerage 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Dave Cantor, local  cut-rate 
broker and producer of “The 
Nighthawk,” is reported looking for 
a buyer of the cut-rate business, 
which he solely owns since buying 
out his former partner, Ellwood 
Sperry. 

Cantor paid two wage claims at 
the State Labor Bureau and must 
answer the claims of stagehands 
amounting to $187. Fred Lovesky, 
publisher of the Long Beach Sun, is 
also summoned to appear before the 
Commission in connection with this 
case. Lovesky is said to be the 
angel for the show. 

Play closed Saturday night and 
Equity cashed in the $2,500 bond 
which covered the cast salaries 
with the exception of $400 due to 
Grace Valentine, femme lead. It is 
understood that Miss Valentine will 
bring civil suit for her claim. 


Producers in N. Y. 


Flo Ziegfeld is at work on “Show 
Girl”; Crosby Gaige’s office is 
crowded with candidates for pro- 
duction; Reggie Hammerstein cast- 
ing for “Just the Other Day”; John 
Golden in Atlantic City; Arch Sel- 
wyn at office every day but going 
to Hollywood; David Belasco work- 
ing on play he is writing for fall 
production; Arthur Hopkins just 
back from England; Sam Harris at 
office regularly; Gilbert Miller 
abroad watching trend of shows he 
has selected for fall; Lyle Andrews 
watching box office of his musica! 
show here and in Chicago; A. H. 
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Woods at office, at last! 
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Sinjin Ervine, Under Attack, 
Takes Slam at British Managers 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Broadway Nights” 
berts), Century. 

“Show Girl” 
Ziegfeld. 





(Shu- 


(Flo Ziegfeld), 


“Sisters of the Chorus” 
(Louis Safian), Craig. 
“Bedfellows” (B. Levey), 


Garrick. 

“The Son of Lucretia Bor- 
gia” (B. Levey), Maxine EIl- 
liott. 

“Follow Thru” (Schwab & 
Mandel), 46th Straet (Chicago 
Co.). 

“Sketch Book” (Earl Carroll), 


Carroll. 

“Morning After” (W. A. 
Brady), Playhouse. 

“Street Singer” (Shuberts), 


Shubert. 
Adam’s Apple” (Princess). 











Opening Maneuvers in 
Syracuse Wieting Case 


Syracuse, June 11, 

The first act of the Frank Wilcox 
stock tragedy, season of 1928, will be 
presented in Special Term, Supreme 
Court, here Saturday when Lionel 
Grossman, local counsel for the Shu- 
bert Theatrical Co., will ask for an 
order compelling Judge A. Fairfax 
Montague, Wilcox “angel,” to pro- 
vide a bill of particulars in his $50,- 
000 action against the Shubert cor- 
poration. 

Montague’s suit charges the Shu- 
berts with fraud and misrepresenta- 
tion when they leased him the Wiet- 
ing Opera House for 18% weeks in 
1928. 

Grossman’s motion asks that the 
judge be directed to furnish the 
names of all persons who are 
claimed to have made false repre- 
sentations. There is also a.demand 
for particulars as to his claim that 
an inefficient stage crew destroyed 
artistic effects. 

Montague also raised the ques- 
tion of the theatre's safety, alleg- 
ing that city officials would not per- 
mit use of one portion. of the house. 
He further charged that existing 
contracts with the musicians and 
stage crew were concealed, that em- 
ployees were incompetent and dis- 
courteous to patrons and that the 
Shuberts failed to keep their agree- 
ment to permit him to transfer the 
house lease to the Frank Wilcox 
Company, Inc., after he had organ- 
ized it. 





Future Plays 


“The Son of Lucretia Borgia,” in 
rehearsal at the Maxine Elliott, is 
sponsored by Bernard Levey, who 
produced “Bed Fellows,” but closed 
it before it reached Broadway. 
“Borgia” will reach New York fol- 
lowing its out-of-town opening. 


“24 Hours on Broadway,” musical, 
will mark George A. Florida’s and 
Ollie Mack’s introduction into the 
producing field. Due next August. 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert 
show, starts rehearsals within a 
fortnight. 

“When in Rome” in preparation 
by John Golden. It went into re- 
hearsal at the Golden theatre last 
week. 

Joe Wright has assembled a black 
and white show which is expected 
to land either in New York or Chi- 
cago in try for summer stay. 

Shuberts will shortly present a 
drama written by Martin Brown 
starring William Farnum, picture 
star of bygone era. 

Dollars and Sex,” new play by 
Adeline Leitzbach, has been ac- 
quired by Louis Asquith. 

“Burning Up,” comedy, by Winnie 
Baldwin, will be produced by Rob- 
ert Sterling in August. 

On production schedule at Ham- 
merstein office is a musical show 
to be written by Otto Harbach. 
Presented next October. 





PLAYWRIGHTS’ FIRST 
Los Angeles, July 11. 

“Gang Love” will be first play 
produced by the Playwrights’ the- 
atre, organized by former students 
of Prof. Baker’s dramatic classes 
at Harvard and Yale. Walton But- 
terfield and Merlin McF. ‘Taylor 
are the authors. 

After two performarices in Santa 
3arbara piece will be brought to 





Hollywood for regular run, 


~ 2 





St. John Ervine, the New York 
World guest critic last season, is 
under fire in England now. Pro.« 
ducers bawling him out, and one 
of them, Leon M. Lion, wrote Sin- 
jin's paper, “The Observer,” and 
acquainted the editor with the crit. 
ic’s shortcomings, Sinjin, of course, 
answered it with a long piece and 
called Lion's statements “shallow 
argument and mouldy platitude.” 
That's the English for “stale stuft.” 

Said Mr. Lion: 

%, - note that your critic, Mr. 
St. John Ervine, has returned from 
America with his prejudices intact. 
Behold, he comes riding into your 
columns as bravely as ever on the 
same hobby-horse and shouting the 
same old battle-cry, designed to 
strike terror and confusion into the 
bosom of the actor-producer.” 


The Ervine Method 


Mr. Lion declares that Sinjin, like 
Lewis Carroll's character of the 
Bellman, thin’ts that if he says a 
thing three ti es it’s true; but that 
Sinjin trumps the Bellman by re- 
peating a thing three million times, 
Lion's letter winds up with: 

. No, I do not believe Mr. 
Ervine is tired; I do not think he 
will ever tire of proclaiming this 
most illiberal and pernicious of 
doctrines.” 

Ervine’s answer is pretty long, 
and he declares that while ‘he was 
in New York he saw Ethel Barry- 
more, Blanche Yurka and Eva Le 
Gallienne in plays which they di- 
rected themselves and that they 
were not so good but they couldn't 
have been a great deal better. But 
Sinjin has a snapper on his piece, 
a fast one, in which he hints that 
Mr. Lion might be a manager who 
thinks more about the financial 
than the artistic end of the game, 
This accusation is made in connec- 
tion with a play performed in New 
York as “The Unknown Warrior.” 
Abroad it was a great success and 
accounted a fine play. Here it last- 
ed three nights at the Charles Hop- 
kins theatre. Sinjin claims that its 
owner sold it to Hopkins because 
he offered a higher advance than 
several other concerns which 
wanted it. States Sinjin: 


Question, Question! 


“I shall have a few severe words 
to say to the people in London who, 
grasping at a larger advance on ac- 
count of royalties, withdrew the 
piece from the Theatre Guild and 
gave it to Mr. Charles Hopkins, 
with the result that the production 
was irreterievially ruined. Mr. Lion 
wishes to know when my threat is 
to be fulfilled. The answer is: 
When I have discovered who was 
responsible for the fatuous act. Up 
to the present, those to whom I 
have spoken about it disclaim re- 
sponsibility and attempt to shift 
the blame to other people. And now 
it is my turn to put a question to 
the questioning of Mr. Lion: Was it 
he who took the cash and let the 
credit go? 





Question of whether Sinjin will 
return to the World next winter 
still dubious. That paper did ex- 
tend him an invitation to return, 
and that is the reason they aren't 
announcing any new critic, feeling 
bound to await Ervine’s definite 
answer one way or the other. 
Chances are, it is believed, against 
his returning. Mrs. Ervine dis- 
liked New York so greatly that she 
left shortly after arriving here. 





Theatre Temporary Church 
For Congregation of 5,000 


Omaha, June 11. 

Paramount, 3,000-seat Publix 
house, is serving as church for the 
largest Lutheran congregation in 
America (5,000 members), while 
Kountze Memorial church is being 
remodeled, 

Pipe organ is there, minister and 
choir use the stage and the orches- 
tra pit is decorated with the altar 
flowers. 

Strand, dark Publix house, was 
used by the Salvation Army for two 
meetings. 


Cast Changes 


Richard Lane replaced William 





Gaxton in “Connecticut Yankee,” 
Chicago. 
Juditm Anderson tor vacativi 


from “Strange Interlude” in Frisco. 
Elizabeth Risdon takes the role. 
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The first week of June held but 28 
attractions on Broadway, but the 
sudden exiting on succéssive Satur- 
days is pushing the total toward 
the score mark. Indications are the 
list will dip under 20 by July 4. 


Better weather last week made 
for better attendance in the legit 
houses. premiere, “The Tired 
Business Man,” at the Waldorf, 
rated like the other late spring 
events, very bad. 

Eight muscials remain, with 
“Whoopee,” still the ‘eader; got 
$45,000, slightly under normal; “Yol- 


low Thru” at $40,000 stands up hke 
the smash it is: “New Moon” came 
to $30,000-or better, this trio com- 
prising the present big three; “Hold 
Everything” and “A Night in Ven- 
ice,” about $25,000: “Little Show” 
got as much, new high mark and in- 
dicated virtual capacity all perform- 
ances; “Hello Daddy” about $15,000, 


and “Grand Street Follies,” $9,000. 
Dramas 
‘Street Scene” and “Journey's 


End” continue to top the non-musi- 


‘eals, both bettering $20,000 weekly; 


nearest is “Bird In Hand,” $16,000; 
“Let Us Be Gay” climbed back to 
$14,500, close to capacity; “‘Needle’s 
Eye” to $13,000; same for “Strange 
Interlude,” which is stopping; “The 
Love Duel” paced around $12,000; 
“Little Accident” $10,000; “Brothers” 
$8,000; “Jonesy” $6,000; about same 
for “The Jade God"; “My Girl Fri- 
day” $5,000, with others rated down- 
ward to $2,000. 

Closing this week, “Blackbirds,” 
Eltinge; “Pleasure Bound,” Ma- 
jest; “Strange Interlude,” Golden: 
added to last Saturday's closings, 
“Courage,” Ritz; “Holiday,” Plym- 
outh: “She Got What She Wanted,” 
Wallack’s; “Stepping Out,’ Fulton, 
and the “Passion Play,” Hippo- 
drome. All eight houses went dark. 

Next week “Hot Chocolates” may 
reach the Hudson (postponed from 
this week), with “Bamboola,” also 
colored show, slotted for the Royale, 


and “Borrowed Love” at the Times 
Square. “Great Day” is off until 


July 1, remaining out of town until 
then. 


YANKEE’ UP T0 
$90,000 IN CHI 


Chicago, June 11. 

Flock of conventions in town last 
week brought in plenty out-of-town 
visitors, but legit biz disappointing. 
Out of seven current attractions, 
three benefited. 

Going into the summer season 
legit looks sad, Doubtful whether 
more than three theatres will be lit 
by. July 15. Total legit trade last 
week, compared with the same peri- 
od last year, showed a decrease of 
about $14,000. 

“Connecticut Yankee” alone 
emerged at $20,000 tap. This musi- 
cal, bobbing up and down in the 
past month, is still the most con- 
sistent. winner. 

“Boom, Boom,” only other mu- 
sical has been standing still, despite 
forcing by Couthomi and takes off 
Saturday night at the Grand. 
“Pleasure Bound,” reported coming 
in at $5.50 top. 

Among the dramatics “A Hun- 
dred Years Old” picked up $3,000 to 
take the lead. Skinner opus is mak- 
ing a great showing. 

“Dracula,” in 10th week, got a 
big play from out-of-towners, pick- 
ing up a good $2,500 over previous 
week, 

Flopping dismally at the Apollo 
is “Harlem,” colored play highly 
touted at first. Hardest hit of all 
last week, going down $3,000. 
“Frankie and Johnnie” displayed 
little change in pace in second 
week, 

“Diamond Lil,” closed by police 
in Detroit, will stage a comeback 
here next Monday. House not an- 
nounced. Mae West show closed at 
the Great Northern a fortnight ago 
after a local run of 17 weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Harlem” (Apollo, 6th week). Hit 
the toboggan with a bang after 
switching houses. Down $3,000 to 
$9,000. 

“Frankie and Johnnie” (Adelphi, 
2nd week). Conventions helped this 
one, but couldn’t stop it from slid- 
ing a grand below to $12,000. 

“Connecticut Yankee” (Garrick, 
10th week). Showing best form of 
any musical up to date and looks 
good to continue into the hot 
weather. Up $4,000 to top $20,000. 

“Nut Farm” (Cort, 5th week). 
Making no headway; around $9,500. 

“A Hundred Years Old” (Harris, 





7th week). Went up three grand to 
revive itself. $14,000. 
“Dracula” (Blackstone, 10th 


week). Showed surprising increase; 
around $132,900. 

Boom, Boom” (Crand, &th week). 
Disappointment. Skidding rapidly 
with one more week to go. Down a 
erand to $17,000, 


Still Struggling in L. A.; 
“Bach Father” $12,000, 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Fez week was no show week. 
Even the natives didn’t get around 
as plentifully as the managers 
would have liked. Result that the 
first four days were from hunger. 
Nobles left Friday, but that evening 
was no better. However, Saturday 
and Sunday it was different. Smiles 
for the first time in a month or so. 
Three new attractions in on the 
week, Monday “The Bachelor 
Father” started off on a four-week 
jaunt at the Belasco. Little inter- 
est manifested in premiere, but 
trade mounted as the week went 
along. Second was “The. Yellow 
Jacket,” the Coburns, at the Fi- 
gueroa. Got off to a picture mob 
start and show fairly well on two 
weekend days. Other new one, a 
Sunday opener, was “Dancing 
Mothers.” Away to the regular 
Duffy subscription list at the El 
Capitan, with profit accruing at the 
end of the initial stanza. 

Bowing out were “Streets of New 
York,” after five weeks at the Ma- 
jestic, to make way Sunday for 
“Serena Blandish” and a tilt in 
scale to $2.50 weekend nights. 
“Dracula,” after three lean weeks 
at the Music Box, left in favor of 
“Paris Bound”; “This World and 
the Next” also quit to about $3,000 
at the Egan. “Why Men Don’t 
Marry” is its successor. 

Mason reopened after more than 
a month of darkness with “Jeal- 
ousy.” Capacity Sunday and good 


advance for the initial week, as 
folks are curious on _ two-people 
cast. “Let Us Be Gay,” which tried 


hard through cut rates and proc- 
lamations, felt the pressure at the 
Mayan. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Belasco—"‘The Bachelor Father” 
(Ist week). Excellent notices, with 
convention in town a handicap; 
around $12,000, high, on week. 

Egan—‘“This World and the Next” 
(final). Near $850. “Why Men 
Don’t Marry” current. 

El Capitan — “Dancing Mothers” 
(Ist week). With the subscription 
list as reliable as the fire depart- 
ment, very healthy at $5,900. 

Figueroa—‘‘The Yellow Jacket” 
(Ist week). Opened Friday and on 
three performances around $3,100. 

Hollywood Playhouse — “Danger” 
(2a week). Barry seemed to please; 
profit at $5,300. 

Majestic—‘“Streets of New York” 
(final). Paraders blocking sidewalks 
early part of week did not help. 
Slipped to less than $7,000. “Serene 
Blandish” current. 

Mayan—“Let Us Be Gay” (4th 
week). Just too bad; those who see 
it like it, but most want to get in 
on those 50-cent service passes; 
holds gross down to around $5,300. 

Music Box—‘‘Dracula” (final). Was 
to have closed last week, but kept 
on, as house would have been dark 
pending opening of “Paris Bound”; 
exited to $2,300. 

President—“Skidding” (4th week). 
Trade fitted the title; rather poor 
at $4,900. 

Vine Street—“The Ghost Train” 
(4th week). Nothing came along to 
help Paygborn mob; $3,600. 
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FRITZI SCHEFF 


Feature player of Chamberlain 
Brown's “Right Off the Boat,” 
shortly to be presented on Broad- 
way. 

Miss Scheff, once of the Metro- 
politan, is yet resting on the laurels 
which are hers for her distinguished 
work in “Mlle. Modiste.” 





‘SHOW BOAT’ LEADING 
HUB AT $44,000 PACE 


Boston, June 11. 
Only two shows current here, and 
both of them doing well. “Show- 
boat” at the Colonial put in another 
week of capacity, over $44,000, and 





at the Plymouth Jane Cowl in 
“Jenny” is going along at a sur- 


prising rate for a play of this char- 
acter at this time of the year. 
“Showboat,” in its final week, has 
ridden through one of the worst hot 
spells the city has known. It was a 
practical sellout from the opening 


with the only difference in the 
grosses being in standees. 

“Jenny,” brought into the Ply- 
mouth as an experiment, is over. 


It has a couple more weeks to run 
here and will be recast for New 
York in the fall. 


After this week the Colonial will 
be dark for a week, and then Zieg- 
feld will bring in “Showgirl.” The 
Shuberts will open the Wilbur again 
next Monday with a musical, “Boom, 
Boom,” Frank McIntyre featured. 

Last Week’s Estimates 

“Showboat”—Colonial (last week). 
Held up to about $44,000, practically 
capacity. 

“Jenny” (Jane Cowl) Plymouth 
(third week)—Outside of bump dur- 
ing the hot ‘spell the first week it 
has clicked $18,000. 

All other Boston houses closed. 





Tryouts at Asbury 
Asbury Park, June 11. 

So far as the stage hands are con- 
cerned, the threat to the summer 
legit season as Asbury Park and 
Long Branch is passed. 

Union’s delegates and Walter 
Reade have reached an agreement. 
Reade had threatened to abandon 
the summer tryouts. 





ITIMATE 


Shows in N. Y. 


1 


VARIETY 
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and Comment 


? 





mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 





Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: C 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


in the difference in 
Also the size of cast, 
Variance 
attraction as against dramatic 


(comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Blackbirds,” Eltinge (58th week) 
(R - 892 - $3). Better weather 
brought most grosses back to pre- 


vious week's averages, but, like 
stock market, all figures did not 
ascend; colored revue, “Black- 
birds,” ends run this week. 

“Bird in Hand,” Morosco (2ist 
week) (C-893-$3.85). Regarded a 
cinch for summer continuance; 
was off somewhat during heated 
days, but came back last week 


and rated better than $16,000. 
“Brothers,” 48th Street (25th week) 
(CD-906-$3.85). Partial recovery 


and on summer basis; business 
last week satisfactory at better 
than $8,000. 

“Chippies,” Belmont (3d week) (C- 
515-$3). Playing this week, but 


his slim chance to go much fur- 
ther; was in doubt about continu- 
ing until cast went co-operative. 
“Courage,” Ritz. Closed last week; 
week to week notice had been 
posted; played 36 weeks and made 


money, though not with actual 
leaders. 
“Decision,” 49th Street (3d week) 


(CD-708-$3). One of a late spring 
crop that has been uniformly 
poor; costs little to operate; its 
only excuse for staying. 

“Follow Thru,”’. Chanin’s 46th St. 
(23a week) (M-1,413-$5.50).  Vir- 
tually not affected in early June 
heat and last week saw capacity 
attendance with no break; over 
$40,000. 


“Grand Street Follies,” Booth (7th 
week) (R-708-$4.40). Modified 
sharing salary arrangement per- 
mits this revue to go along; re- 
ported a bit better last week at 
$9,000. 

“Hello, Daddy,” Erlanger’s (25th 
week) (M-1,520-$4.40). Hopeful 
of going into July or longer with 
shrinking number of musicals an 
advantage; estimated around $15,- 
000. 

“Hold Everything,” Broadhurst 
(35th week) (M-1,118-$5.50). Held 
up fairly well, though increase 
slight over previous week; $25,- 
000. 


“Holiday,” Plymouth. Closed last 





W B-F N’s 172 Choristers 


Los Angeles, June 11, 
National has 86 boys and 
under contract for chorus 
Approximately the same 
are on the dotted line at 


First 
girls 
work. 
number 
Warners. 


Pay envelopes contain $40 for 
each week of rehearsal and $75 for 
time in front of the camera. Com- 
putation places the average income 
at $55 a week. ° 











Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, June 11. 

The opening of two new shows 
revived interest somewhat. Guy 
Bates Post, guest star of the Henry 
Duffy Players, wag well received in 
“The Masquerader” at the Alcazar. 

Helen Hayes, in “Coquette,” at 
the Curran, did not get off to a 
great start, but indications are that 
the play will build. It was another 
instance of a talkie preceding the 
legit play. 

Oliver Morosco reopening the 
Capitol theatre next Saturday night 
with “Someone in White.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—‘“Coquette.” First 
about $12,000. 

Geary—‘“John Ferguson.” Fourth 
and final play of the New York 
Guild Rep. Co, dropped to $9,000. 


week 





Columbia — ‘Strange Interlude.” 
Advance sale better for this drama; 
$17,000. 

Alcazar—“‘The Masquerader.” 


First week and going well at about 
$6,000. 
President — ‘The Hindu.” Third 
week, holding well around $5,400. 
Green Street—‘‘Easy for Zee Zee.” 
Approaching 40th week with about 
$900. 


“BORGIA” SOON SET 
It appeared yesterday (Tuesday) 
Bernard Levey’s “The Son of Lu- 
cretia Borgia” would be able to open 
as soon as he had confirmed imme- 





diate bookings. William Birns, who 
ibacked “Skidding,” assnred Equity 
he will sponser Levey’s show when | 


the bookings are set, 


“Great Day” $16,000 in Philadelphia: 
Divides Town With “Gambling” 





Philadelphia, June 11. 

Business in the two legit houses 
open for business last week was 
excellent, with weather conditions 
almost ideal and most of the the- 
atre-going public still in the city. 

Vincent Youmans’ musical show, 
“Great Day” opened Tuesday night 
at the Garrick, with one .of the 
roughest and most slip-shod pre- 
mieres that Philly has seen in years. 
Despite that and the general pan- 
ning it got, the show turned in be- 
tween $15,000 and $16,000 in seven 
performances, with absolute capac- 
ity on Saturday night. 

Youmans would have liked to 
stay here, but Garrick has summer 
dramatic stock opening season next 
Monday. There was some talk of 
moving “Great Day” to Erlanger, 
but it is understood this fell through 
because that house is all washed up 
as an <rlanger house, going either 
vaudeville or pictures in the fall. 
At any rate, Youmans decided to 
move to Atlantic City and has rent- 
ed the Globe down there, Almost 
all principals of show except Marion 
Harris and Miller and Lyles are be- 
ing, or will be, changed. Show is ac- 
credited with having four corking 








song hits which are being whistled 
all over town and are aiding busi- 
ness a lot. Looks like considerably 


better than $20,000 this week unless 


weather turns hot suddenly. 
“Gambling,’ Cohan‘s successful 
imelodrama moved over to the 


off from originai 
$9,000 and 


| sroad, and while 
pace, claimed setween 


$10,000 which stood for real profit. 
It was held over for this week and 
the chances are it will also be kept 
in next week, giving it six in all 
here in Philly. 

Walnut was to have re-opened 
this week with musical farce, “Right 
Off the Boat,” but show was not 
ready and for the second time pre- 
miere was postponed. It is now list- 
ed for next Monday, with some 
doubt expressed in certain quarters 
whether it will ever get here. 

Dramatic stock, known as Play 
of the Week, Inc., opens Monday at 
the Garrick, with Henrietta Cros- 
man playing Haidee Wright’s part 
in “The Royal Family.” Second 
week will have Henry Hull in “The 
Ghost Train,” English melo that 
never played here. Grant Mitchell 


slated in “Tailor Made Man” for 
third week. Sponsors still claim 
that they have Madge Kennedy, 


Katherine Cornell and Helen Men- 
ken signed. 
Estimates for the Week 

“Great Day” (Garrick, 2d week). 
Vincent Youmans’ new musical com- 
edy had excellent week despite 
rough first night. Between $15,000 
and $16,000 claimed in seven per- 
formances. Engagement ends this 
Saturday, show going to Atlanti 








continued 
lead (Hope 
vacations 


Saturday; could hav« 
through summer, but 
Williams) insisted on 
climbed to $13,000. 

“Hot Chocolates,” Hudson. Pre= 
miere for colored revue set back; 
after Bronx showing changes 
were ordered; may open late this 
week, 


“Jorfesy,” Bijou (0th week) (C+ 
605-$3). Liable to run through 
July; modest little comeay sure 


prised some of the wise guys by 
staying this long; about $6,000, 

“Journey’s End,” Henry Millers 
(13th week) (C-946-$4.40). Cas 
pacity for all performances; un 
usual for dramatic hit to click so 
strongly upon entrancing late ig 
season; $20,000. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” Little (17th week) 
(C-530-$4.40). Right back to Cae 
pacity last week, with standees 
in Saturday (overcast); better 
than $14,500. 

“Little Accident,” Ambassador 
(36th week) (C-1,200-$3). Said 
to have gone on summer basis, 
cast taking a cut; that should 
permit continuance into July of 
longer; $10,000; 

“My Girl Friday,” Republic (17th 
week) (C-901-$3). Claimed pace 
is $5,000 weekly; operating nut 
trimmed down, and it can turn @ 


small profit. 

“Nice omen,” Longacre (ist 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Presented 
by L. Lawrence Weber: written 
by William A. Grew; opened Mon 
day. ; 

“Night in Venice,” Shubert (4th 
week) (R- 1,395 - $5.50). Excepe 


tional production cordially greet# 

ed, but business not what & 

should be something over $25,000 

“Pleasure Bound,” Majestic (17th 
week) (R - 1,775 - $5.50). Final 
week; going to Chicago; did well 
most of the way, with average 
over $30,000: house dark; may get 
“Broadway Nights” later. 

“She Got What She Wanted,” Walk 
lack’s. Taken off last Satuere 
played 15 weeks, establishing 
for stock; may tour in autumn. 

“Skidding,” Bayes (56th week) (Qs 
776-$3). Successes come and gQy 
but this low-gaited show contin« 
ues into second season; $4,006 
maybe, with profit indicated, 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (72@ 
week) (D-900-$4.40), Final week@ 
was slated to close three weeks 
ago, but business jumped to 
$13,000. 

“Stepping Out,” Fulton. Closed last 
Saturday; withdrawal a surpriseg 
got about $11,000; hooked up too 
expensively for summer goingg 
played three weeks; may resumé 
in August. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (234 

No let-up in 


week) (C-879-$3.85). 

capacity draw; outstanding dras« 
matic smash, with continuancg 
well into season anticipated; $20 
000, 

“The Camel Through the Needle’s 
Eye,” Guild (9th week) (D-914< 
$3). Picked up somewhat last 
week; whether date will last be= 
yond July problematic; about 
$13,000, 

“The Jade God,” Cort (ith weeky 
(C-1,043-$). Picked up very well 
after suffering from heat; got 
$6,000 or a bit less, and can make 
money at pace. 

“The Love Duel,” Barrymore (9th 
week) (D-1,090-$3). Not excep« 
tional, but good enough to makd 
the grade on strength of star’g 
(Ethel Barrymore) performance’ 
about $12,000. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (7tW 


week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Sold out 
Saturday matinee; that added 
strength sent gross to $25,000, 


best mark to date; nights always 
sell out. 

“The New Moon,” Imperial (39th 
week) (O-1,446-$5.50). Better 
trade here too; dipped under $30,< 
000 for first time during heat 
wave, but came back easily. 

“Tired Business Man,” Waldorf (24 
week) (C-1,101-$3). Cut raterd , 
hooked up to get by at small 
money and may stick for a timeg 
$3,500 estimated, 

“Whoopee,” New Amsterdam (28t8 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Somewhat 
better, with attraction still the 
best gross getter on Broadwayg 
last week about $45,000. 

Special Attractions——Little Theatres 


“Passion Play,” Hippodrome; Fret-= 
burg Players closed date last Sate 





urday; played six weeks; goes og 
tour June 20. 
= indepene 


| Adam's Apple,” Princess: 


City. Dramatic stock company next dently presented; opened Monday 

with “Royal Family” as first show. |“The Perfect Alibi,” Hopkins; ong 
Gambling” (Broad, 2d week). Fifth| of season’s successes. 

week in town for this George M | “After Dark,” Rialto, Hoboken; rea 

Cohan melodrama. Last week it| vival due to stick through supe 

EOL veiween $5,005 and $10,000,! mer 


meaning profit, 


eater 


l“Bare Facts,” Triangte, 
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Literati 





Reviving “Freeman Bernstein” 

When Freeman Bernstein left the 
Irish Fair at Boston's Garden with- 
out leaving his address, the Boston 
dailies hopped on to him. Some of 
the boys down there recalled the 
Freeman Bernstein pipe stories in 
Variety. They have appeared in- 
termittently for years. 


Digging them up, the dailies 
used the stories in connection 
with the Irish Fair bust. One was 


about Freeman deciding to eat only 
Peanuts so he could live 100 years, 
on the theory that elephants like 
peanuts best and they live over 100 
years. The Boston daily printing 
that one prefaced it by saying Free- 
man had intended to pay the Irish 
Fair people with peanuts. a 

~ Another story used was of Free- 
man camping on the Susquehanna 
-River and guaranteeing passing 
autoists he was on the exact spot 
where George Washington had cast 
the silver dollar. Freeman also 
guaranteed the silver dollar in his 
hand was the dollar George cast. 
It was for sale. The daily printed 
the one about Freeman ringing in 
a mechanical jumping bean, to win 
bets it could jump three inches 
higher than the champion Mexican 
bean. 

From the manner in which the re- 
prints. from Variety were used, it 
could almost be believed the Boston 
lads‘thought the stories were on the 
level and used them as exhibit A 
of Freeman’s versatility at easy 
money. One Boston newspaper man 
said privately that some of the 
stories were ridiculous in idea, but 
they showed a certain shrewdness in 
Freeman. 

Freeman himself was around Va- 
riety’s office last week explaining 
what had happened in Boston. He 


the Boston Herald. Said he had a 

-einch case against that paper. Only 
owed $4,800 when leaving Boston, 
Freeman said, nothing at all. He 
would pay off in $1,000 bills right 
in Boston and wire Variety from 
that city. If they dién’t meet him 
at the depot with a band, added 
Freeman, and apologize, he wouldn't 
pay off. 





Champ Columnist Traveling 


even while the author was actually 
writing his book for Brentano. It 
is on the list of “London Screen 
Plays” for immediate production. 
Sidney Morgan,- veteran’ British 
scenarist, is at work upon the cine- 
ma version, 

Scotland Yard, it appears, has 
banned the name already, but it is 
a question whether it has that 
power; and in any case; like all 
censorship, it may prove valuable 
publicity. 

Coming on top of the Edgar Wal- 
lace boom, it might be said to be 
timely that the young Irish author, 
nephew of the late John Redmond, 
M. P., caught the peculiar knack of 
the thriller. 

For, as Napoleon said of the in- 
vasion of England, there are a 
thousand ways of getting in; the 
difficulty lies in being able to get 
out victorious. That is where the 
thrill comes in with “The Siege of 
Scotland Yard.” 

In other words, the real Sir 
Thomas Lodman, into whose shoes 
the author has allowed the master 
crook to step, has to be kept alive 
and unharmed until his replace- 
ment after the colossal coup has 
been carried off. 

Unfortunately for the crooks and 
fortunately for the story, one young 
detective suspects him from the 
first. Hence the thrill of the duel 
of wits and the play of plot and 
counter-plot, with a love romance 
thrown into the story to make it 
human as well as dramatic. 





New York Advertising 


Increasing concentration of book 
advertising in the New York news- 
papers .s bringing protests from the 
out of town papers to the book 
publishers, with here and _ there 
threats to curtail book news. 

For the past year the book pub- 


|lishers have been cutting down book 


advertising in the Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia and othér large city 
newspapers, to increase space in the 
New York Times, Herald-Tribune 
and World. Times book review sec- 
tion has been getting a good part 
of the increase but most of it has 
been going in the Herald-Tribune 
and World. 

Boston newspapers got $38,000 
less in book advertising last year 





O. O. McIntyre, the world’s champ 
columnist, with Mrs, McIntyre, 
is leaving Friday for the golden 
coast. Returning in July the Mc- 
Intyres will attend with Ray How- 
ard and Ray Long, the Bohemian 
Grove Ligh jinks. On the way out 
Odd will pick up W. C. Hogg, at 
Houston, and take him along. 





trene Franklin’s Series 

Irene Franklin has sold a series 
of six stories to Cosmopolitan 
(Hearst) magazine. First is due in 
the July issue. 

Miss Franklin has been writing 
a series of character studies for 
the Detroit Athletic Club magazine 
for some time. 





Farrar on His Own 

John Farrar has resigned as ed- 
itorial director of Doubleday, Doran 
& Co., to organize a book publish- 
ing concern with Stanley M. Rine- 
hart, Jr. son of Mary Roberts 
Rinehart, authoress. Firm will be 
known as Farrar & Rinehart, Inc. 

Farrar-Rinehart outfit may start 
with Mary Roberts Rinehart on its 
lists. 





The Wilstach Idea 

Frank Wilstach, Hays’ organiza- 
tion’s author-p.a., and rated among 
the literati intelligentsia, hastens to 
inform Variety that its Literati 
Column would be much more in- 
telligible if changed to Illuminati, 

“Research in ancient history, 
which devotes columns in defining 
the. word, reveals that illuminati 
was the expression utilized by olden 
intellectuals to define their status. 
It pertains to writing and things 
written, as well, and would be far 
more expressive for a column, I 
think, that is one of the best Va- 
riety publishes,” says Mr. Wilstach. 





Siege of Scotiand Yard 
(Book Review) 
London, May 22. 
A good theme for a melodrama 
—title alone is excellent—for what 
could be more thrilling (though 


_impossible) than the conception of 


a master crook unknown to the au- 


_thorities attaining to the position 


ef chief commissioner of police at 
Scotland Yard, with a band of con- 
federates plotting the loot of Lon- 
during a great November fog! 
Little wonder that the value of 
the cinema rights was appreciated 


i 


than the year before, though the 
book publishers’ advertising ap- 
propriations have in most cases 
been increased. That, and other 
business taken away from the out 
of town papers, has been going in- 
to the New York papers. 

Book publishers claim that a sur- 
vey has brought the finding that 
the New York newspapers have 
been better mediums for book ad- 
vertising for the country at large 
than an apportionment among most 
of the big papers. 

Many publishers believe that a 
metropolitan send off for a book 
will carry, it more easily over the 
country, with the free publicity 
figured. 





Boni’s Needs 

Charles Boni, the book publisher, 
is starting his own book-of-the- 
month club. His idea is to give 12 
books for a total of $5, the volumes 
to be in paper covers much like 
the majority of books published in 
France. Because of the low price, 
Boni claims he must have at least 
100,000 subscribers before he can 
start profitably. 





Quit Anyway 

Jimmy Davenport, world’s pre- 
miere race horse handicapper, with 
the Morning Telegraph, resigned 
from the paper last week, his res- 
ignation not being accepted. Dav- 
enport told the works that the 
Racing Form had offered him $75 
more a week. Telegraph agreed to 
meet the raise. As soon as Daven- 
port got the raise he said: “O. K. 
with me, but I’m resigning next 
Saturday anyhow.” 





Mirror Missed Hellinger 

Mark Hellinger, star columnist of 
the New York Daily News, is said 
to have turned down a proposition 
from the New York Mirror. The 
Mirror, from the_ story, wanted 
Winchell and Hellinger, both, to 
two-star it. 

Hellinger is another syndicated 
columnist of national renown. His 
career parallels Winchell’s, with 
both the columnists close pals. Hel- 
linger if anything shades Winchell 
in his start. 

Mark was on a Times Square 
weekly for some time but couldn't 
stand it. He quit, not relishing be- 
ing with a sheet of such methods 
and with no place to go. His next, 





and only job since, was on the 
News. 

The Daily News was one of two 
New York dailies refusing the Mir- 
ror’s display announcement of 
Winchell joining its staff. The 
other, of course, was Mac’s daily 
gag, the Graphic. 





Jurist’s Book on Libel 


Libel” has been written by Judge 
Leon R. Yankwich, California Su- 
perior Court. 

After reading some of the com- 
ments on his decision in the case 
of Cecil B. DeMille vs. Jetta Goudal, 
in which the jurist stated that any 
artist has the right to be tempera- 
mental, the judge is said to have 
decided to publish the book. 





Woolworth’s “Gang” Book 

Whitman Publishing Company, 
Racine, Wis., will print 1,000,000 
copies of “A Day With Our Gang,” 
by Eleanor Packer, p. a. at Hal 
Roach studio. 
Woolworth’s will place it on sale 
for juvenile trade at 10 cents a 
copy. Book is 20 pages, with illus- 
trations in color. 





Thoughtful for S. I. 
William Griffin, publisher of the 
New York Sunday Enquirer, has 
started another Sunday paper in 
New York City, the Staten Island 
Sunday Herald. Griffin believes it 
is just what Staten Island has been 
waiting for all these years, inab- 
much as that section’s sole daily, 
Staten .sland Advance, is not pub- 
lished Sunday. 





Wise Dud 

Having heard all about those 
Hollywood options, Dudley Nichols, 
of the New York World, did not 
resign from his paper when he left 
this week for the west coast to 
write dialog for Fox. Nichols se- 
cured an indefinite leave of ab- 
sence, 





Kidding the M. E.’s 

Most of the New York film writ- 
ers that are able to promote their 
papers for extra time on vacations, 
railroad fare or other necessary fa- 
cilities, are striking out for Holly- 
wood this summer. 

Boys and girls feel that the re- 
vised film business needs looking 
into on tha home lot. Those going 
west for the summer shooting 
now include Rose Pelswick, Kath- 
erine Zimmerman, Mordaunt Hall, 


rCreighton Peet and Betty Colfax, 





Fowler on Mirror 


Gene Fowler is on the New York 
Mirror. 





Bobbs, Merrill Co. Sold 

An Indianapolis group has ac- 
quired the Bobbs, Merrill Co. from 
the heirs of William C. Bobbs. 
Price was said to have been a little 
over a quarter of a million dollars. 
The book publishing concern will 
be continued under the same name. 





Jessel Writes 
George Jessel is co-author of 
“Smother Love,” one of the fea- 
tures of the June number of “Miss 
1929,” a new magazine in the Clay- 
ton string. Maurice Coons collab- 
orated with Jessel on the story. 





Sam’s Sarcastic Verse 

In a three-verse “poem,” addressed 
to “The copy readers on Variety,” 
O. M. Samuel, Variety’s A. K. cor- 
respondent at New Orleans, named 
the composition: 

“They Kill Everybody's Copy But 
Their Own.” 





Morley’s New Joint 

That Chris Morley Hoboken mob 
has moved its headquarters into an 
old foundry at 110 Front street, 
that city. It’s a queer joint, so 
Chris and his co-bankers are put- 
ting a side line into the works; 
also as the resting place for the 
Three-Hour Lunch Club. 

Three hours for lunch! Only a 
book reviewer or picture exec could 
think of that. 





Eddie L. Doherty, of Liberty, sails 
for London today (Wednesday) 
pleasure bound. He has just fin- 
ished a new novel. 





Joseph M. March, author, is at 
M-G-M Coast studios for three 
months. He then returns to New 
York on a four months’ leave to 
complete a book for which he has 
contracted, 





A new book publisher is Elliot 
Holt, whose father was Henry Holt, 
|of Henry Holt & Co. Holt is lo- 
|cated in New York and will pub- 
lish under his name, the sale of his 

(Continued on page 66) 





A new book on “The Law of) 


— 


London as It Looks 





(Continued from page 8) 





young men are developing a habit of putting on skirts at parties, 
| charades and things like that, and calling it screamingly funny, 





“Journey's End” as a Hoocherie! 


The truth is, of course, things like the Theatrical Garden Party should 
be stopped. They have cheapened the entire theatrical profession, It 
was actually suggested, the other day, that the “Journey’s End” com- 
pany should have a dug-out in the grounds and sell drink in it! That 
was soon stopped. 

At these garden parties, selling drink and organizing gambling tents 
are regarded as bright and brainy ideas. Why actors cannot support 
their own orphanage without cadging to the public and smirking, selling 
‘em cocktails and asking them to put coins on a gambting table, I do 
not know. 

But, still, if young men are going to act women’s parts, the whole 
thing will be laughed out of existence. 





Was Mozart Really Like That? 


Sacha Guitry comes back with his. wife in a night or two and then we 
shall hear a lot more about how marvellous they are. I have been think- 
ing quite a lot about the Guitrys lately. They put on a show at the 
Gaiety some few years ago, one called “Mozart,” where Yvonne Printemps 
appeared on the stage as Mozart, and we all said “Exqvisite, ravishing,” 
you know, that sort of thing. 

Now, how on earth can Yvonne Printemps look like Mozart? If Mel- 
ville Gideon had played the part, it might have been life-like. Besides, 
there is all this Mozart music and then somebody called Hahn wrote it. 
How can you take seriously the ecstasy with which the loshers lush? 





A Very Kind Australian , 


Sir George Tallis’s kindness in buying shows is becoming proverbial, 
It was he who put this inanity on in the Strand. 

Another of them called “Morning, Noon and Nigit,” not quite as bad 
as “Coo-ee,” was produced at Hampstead, the other day—by the way, 
William Pollock of the Daily Mail was a part author, and his wife was 
a part star, I mean in a star part—but, to everybody’s surprise, noteeven 
Sir George Tallis’s kindness of heart has yet brought it to the West End, 

I think it is very kind of Sir George Tallis to come all the way from 
Australia with so many of those Williamson millions and then help the 
poor by putting on “Little Accident.” He is very kind to you poor 
Americans. He knows you haven’t any money and that your country is 
ruined, so he puts on here American show after American show, just to 
help you out. 

He has got a. large staff in London and they all seem to be earning 
their salaries—I mean, they go and find, in America, things that nobody 
else would think of bringing over, and I am sure it is very kind of them 
and most noble and very brave. 

I wonder why it is all these Imperialists who bring over all the foreign 
plays—the knighted ones, too. It must be kindness and charity, You 
ask Sir Alfred Butt. . 





America Insults Nelson 


The way you Americans have captured the British Empire is proved 
by our press attitude towards “The Divine Lady,” a film which has just 
been produced at the Piccadilly. Although I have not seen it, people 
who know something about Nelson are wildly excited over the fact that, 
from beginning to end, the film is historically inaccurate, and an insult 
to the memory of Nelson, who, you may not know, is the British Em- 
pire’s darling. 

Yet I found the film critics all eulogizing about it. I don’t suppose they 
know anything about history, or, perhaps the advertising space is big 
for them. 

TI will deal with this Nelson film later. After all, it is rather important 
that, if history is to be taught to children, it should be taught to them 
right. 





Plain Words to Millionaires 

I am writing this in the exhaustion of staying up half last night to 
hear the election results. The Socialists won 50 seats, last night. 

I don’t wonder. I have been warning the people of England for some 
years now, that, while journalism writes gossip about the Bright Young 
Things and describes cocktail parties and pajama parties, while our 
plays are merely an exposure of the worst aspects of society and, more 
than that, while films display only viciousness and fast living, the eyes 
of the working peoples of the world will be opened more and more to the 
fact that a change is necessary. 

Capitalists do all this. They sell us an indictment of their own class. 
It does not need Socialist ‘oratory. 

You need only read Conservative papers and see Conservative plays, 
staged by Conservatives, and go to Conservative films, to be forced to 
the conclusion that it must be a dreadful world that should be altered 
immediately. 

Alone, among all the people of the world, I have proclaimed this fact 
now for years. I warn your natjon. It will come your way, too—when 
there is a shortage of money. 

Cannot entertainment show anything that is decent? 





Everything But “Coo-ee” 

‘Clive Brook’s farewell was in the nature of a shock. He had been in 
London for a month, very popular and very charming, and glad, of 
course, to be able to go to the London theatre again. When he cabled 
from Cherbourg, however, he wished good luck to everybody and every- 
thing except “Coo-ee.” This inept revue had surprised him. 

People, who has been in America for any length of time, always stag- 
gered at the thought that some of our musical entertainments could pos- 
sibly be staged, even in a schoolroom. 


“Coo-ee” is one of these. It was Billy Bennett's vulgarity, and then 
nothing. 


Your Critics and the Guild 


By the way, I have been asked to g90 over to America specially to deal 
with the New York Theatre Guild. , 

A man, whose name I cannot tell you, because he is too much inside, 
confided to me, the other night, that there is searcely one critic in New 
York who dares to say anything that is not eulogistic about the Theatre 
Guild’s productions. 

“Let me tell you a secret,” he said. “Some of the productions have 
been dreadful. Yet New York’s critics, in their ignorance of anything 
outside their own country, always praise everything the Theatre Guild 
does, while the chief executives of the Guild shut the door and scream 
with laughter.” 

Something of the same thing eccurs in England. If Noel Coward writes 
a play, or Heather Thatcher acts, or Carl Brisson goes on at the Pal- 
ladium, or Cochran does anything, or Edith Day grows younger, or 
Violet Melinotte stages a come-back, or they give Gerald du Maurier 
| another knighthood, all the critics stand up and cheer like billyho. 

4 This is especially true of Heather Thatcher and Violet Melnotte. 
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Picture Producers Approved Form 
Of Contract With Coast Film Actors 


the verbatim 





Terewith is contract form now in use 


members of the Producers Association in Holly wood. 


by producer- 
The form 
approved by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 


was | 
» which 
holds actors’ and producers’ branches, . 

Last week Variety printed the Equity Minimum Contract, standard 
form, Equity says its members and picture producers must employ. 


Standard Form Artist’s Contract 


CONTINUOUS EMPLOYMENT—WEEKLY BASIS 
ONE WEEK MINIMUM EMPLOYMENT 


AGREEMENT, made this. ..ccccccccec Gay Of. .cesccccces cvccec, 192005 
DEtWEEN. «cs cvercccsccsececccccccccseses, (hereinafter called “producer”) 
O@nd....cees eecceccccccccccccccccoscces, (hereinafter called “artist’’). 

1. The producer hereby engages the artist to render services as such in 
the character Of......cccccccccce seeeeeeesse, in the motion picture the 
rr Serre On Ween 66 ROW “soccecdheeesdcccdcenccoecesseeee gaa sadewder 
ee PONE Gly ceseceseeasee wreverrT |. kt ee eer ) per week, 
The artist accepts said engagement upon the terms herein specified, 

2. The employment herein shall begin on or about the...... eccee Gay 
Ms os 4 delesebet enw renee. , 19..., and shall continue thereafter for a 


minimum of one week and until the completion of the photographing of 
said character. If after the expiration of the term hereof the producer 
should desire the services of the artist in making retakes or in taking 
added scenes, or in making any change er changes in said photoplay, the | 
artist agrees to render such services in connection therewith as and when 
the producer may request, unless the artist is otherwise employed, but if 
otherwise employed the artist will cooperate to the fullest extent in the 
photographing of such retakes. Services in connection with retakes shall 
be at the same*rate of compensation and upon the same terms as pro- 
vided for herein, said compensation to be paid only for the days on which 
the artist is actually so employed. The phrase “on or about” as here- 
inabove used shall allow a latitude of forty-eight (48) hours (exclusive 
of Sundays and holidays) either prior to or after the date hereinabove 
specified as the commencement of the term hereof; it being agreed that 
the exact date for the commencemnt of the term hereof is to be specified 
by the producer and is to be not earlier than forty-eight (48) hours before 
the date hereinabove specified, nor later than forty-eight (48) hours after 
the date hereinabove specified (exclusive of Sundays and holidays). The 
term “character” as used in this agreement shall be deemed to refer to 
said character as now written and/or as it may from time to time here- 
after be rewritten and/or lengthened and/or shortened by the producer 
in the exercise of its sole discretion and judgment. 

8. The artist agrees to be prompt in appearing for work as required 
by the producer, to perform the required services hereunder in a con- 
scientious and painstaking manner, and to abide by all reasonable rules 
and regulations of the producer covering the same. The artist agrees 
that the producer shall have the right to use and give publicity to the 


artist’s name and likeness, photographic or otherwise, in connection with 
the distribution and exploitation of the picture hereinbefore mentioned, 
and to authorize distributors and exhibitors so to do. The producer shall 
have the exclusive right to the services of the artist during the term 
hereof, and the artist agrees that during the term hereof the artist will 
not render any services of any kind to or for any person, firm, or cor- 
poration other than the producer without first obtaining the express 
written consent of the producer. The producer shall have the right to 
photograph and reproduce any and all of the artist’s acts, poses, plays, 
and appearances of any and all kinds during the term hereof, and to 
distribute and exploit the same, 

4. Where the services of the artist are required to be performed outside 
of the City of Los Angeles or its environs, the producer shall transport 
the artist and the reasonable personal baggage of the artist, and pay all 
mecessary traveling expenses, including reasonable charges for board and 
ledging. 

5 If the production of said photoplay be necessarily prevented, sus- 
pended or postponed during the course of production, by reason of fire, 
accident, strike, riot, act of God, or of the public enemy, executive, or 
judicial order, no salary need be paid the artist for the first week’s 
prevention, suspension, or postponement, If the production of said 
photoplay be prevented, suspended, or postponed by reason of the illness 
of any other member of the cast, or of the director, full salary shall be 
paid the artist for the first week’s prevention, suspension, or postpone- 
ment. It shall be the duty of the producer during the first week of any 
prevention, suspension, or postponement to notify the artist in writing 
whether the producer will entirely discontinue the production or further 
suspend or postpone it, and in the latter event the producer shall pay 
the artist half salary during such further suspended or postponed period. 
At the end of five (5) weeks from the date on which the producer has 
stopped production the artist may terminate this employment if the 
artist so elects, unless the producer continues thereafter to pay the 
artist full weekly compensation. If the production of said photoplay is 
prevented, suspended, or postponed as hereinabove in this paragraph 
provided, then and in that event the producer may terminate this em- 
ployment at any time after the commencement ‘of such prevention, sus- 
pension or postponement. If the producer elect to terminate this em- 
ployment by reason of the illness of any other member of the cast or of 
the director, then the producer shall be obligated to pay the artist such 
balance, if any, as is then unpaid for services, theretofore rendered by 
the artist, and also one week’s compensation, upon the payment of which 
the producer shall be discharged of and from all liability whatsoever 
hereunder. If such termination be based on the happening of any other 
cause hereinabove in this paragraph set forth, then the producer shall be 
obligated to pay the artist only such balance, if any, as is then unpaid 
for services theretofore rendered by the artist, and upon the payment of 
which unpaid balance only the producer shall be discharged of and from 
all liability whatsoever hereunder. 

¥ artist 

6. The producer 
apparel reasonably necessary for the portrayal of said character; it 
being agreed, however, that should so-called “character” or “period” 
costumes be required the producer shall supply the same. Any loss of 
or damage to costumes, wardrobe, and other property furnished by the 
artist necessarily arising through the performance of the artist’s services, 
or through lack of due care on the part of the producer, shall be paid 
for by the producer to the artist. All costumes, wardrobe, and other 
property furnished by the producer shall belong to the producer and be 
returned promptly to it, and any loss or damage thereto arising through 
lack of due care on the part of the artist, or not necessarily arising 
through the performance of the artist’s services, shall be paid for by the 
artist to the producer. Any loss of or damage to wardrobe, for which 
either party hereto may be liable, shall be computed on the basis of 
depreciation schedules to be furnished from time to time by the 
American Appraisal Company. ; 

7. The producer may terminate the artist’s employment at any time, 
either prior to the commencement of production of said photoplay or 
during the course of production; provided, however, that if the producer 
elect to terminate the artist’s employment hereunder more than thirty 
(30) days prior to the starting date hereinabove in paragraph 2 specified, 
then and in that event the producer shall be free from all liability of 
every kind whatsoever; but provided further that if the prodneer elect 
to terminate the artist's employment hereunder at any time within thirty 
(30) days prior to said starting date, or at any time thereafter, or during 
the course of nroduction of said photoplay, the producer shall be objii- 
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MILTON WATSON 


Now playing at 
Theatre, New York. 


the Paramount 
When in “Ani- 


mal Cr&ickers” the New # £=York 
“World” said: “Milton Watson has 


a voice far superior to the average 
heard in musical comedy. He is a 
genuine find.” : 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








MOROSCO PRODUCING 


San Francisco, June 11. 

Oliver Morosco returns as a pro- 
ducer when June 15 he reopens the 
Capitol with Mrs. Fremont Older’s 
drama “Someone in White.” 

In returning to the Capitol the- 
atre Morosco takes his new venture 
into the theatre that saw his last 
production. The producer had this 
theatre about six years ago when 
it was known as the Morosco. 

Charlotte Walker will head the 
cast of the new play. 





50% “CHIPPIES” CUT 

“Chippies,” which opened at the 
Belmont two weeks ago, was paid 
off by Equity Monday from money 
deposited there to guarantee sal- 
aries, 

The cast consented to a 50 per 
cent. cut, but indications were not 
favorable to the show continuing 
after this week. 


FOR NEWPORT CASINO 
A. E. Matthews, Rollo Peters, Otto 
Kruger, Walter Kingsford, Frances 
Bendtsen, Kathleen Wilson, Ellen 
Southbrook, Ann Anderson, engaged 
for the Newport Casino summer 
stock season. 








“Show Girl” July 1 

Flo Ziegfeld Monday decided to 
open his new “Show Girl’ show at 
the Colonial, Boston, June 24, 
bringing it to New York July 1 at 
the Ziegfeld. 

Jules Bledsoe, colored singer, may 
go in the cast. 

Ziegfeld’s “Show Boat” closes in 
Boston this week. Company will 
disband in New York. 





Teaming Armstrong-Gleason 
Los Angeles, June 11. 

Robert Armstrong and James 
Gleason will become a comedy 
talking team for Pathe. 

First will be “No Brakes,” full 
length, originally set for Alan Hale. 
Tay Garnett will direct. 





Bernice Clair, Film Subber 
Los Angeles, June 11. 
Bernice Clair, New York operetta 
player, last with “Desert Song,” 
will be brought on by First Na- 
tional to sub for Alice White i 
“Nonette.” 





Sil Vara for M-G 
Los Angeles, June 11. 

Cc. Sil Vara, author of “Caprice,” 
will join the M-G-M writing staff 
as soon as he arrives in Hollywood. 

He left New York for the Coast 
June 7, having arrived from Eu- 
rope May 31. 





John K. Hutchens is on the New 
York Times as assistant to J. 
Brooks Atkinson, dramatic scribe. 


~ Judgments 


Glynne Theatres, Inc.; Seaboard 
Investing Co., Inc.; $1,875. 

Gene Buck, Inc.; Progressive 
Cleaners & Dyers, Inc.; $191.86, 

Irving Theatres Corp. and Irving 
M. Lesser ;A. I, Kessler and als.; 


$839. 





Satisfied Judgments 
Greenwich Theatre, Inc., Gee Kay 
Amusement Corp., Valentine Thea- 


tre Corn. Manhattan Exhibition 

o.. ly ara tT > Amusement 
Corp.; Royal Indemnity Co.; $1,373 
Jan. id. 
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‘LOCKED OUT AFTER 2 YRS. 


| Engelstein’s Stock at National, Chi- 
cago, Couldn’t Pay Rent 
naman 
Chicago, June 11. 
National stock, at 63rd and Hal- 
| stead, closed by Harry Engelstein, 
|house owner, for non 
rent, 
| Company had been in the theatre 
over two years and expected to run 
through the 


payment of 


Sunimer, 


| EQUITY BONDS POSTED 


Recent Equity guarantees for new 
| shows have been posted as follows: 
| “Adam's Apple,” $910 cash by John 

J. Kelly; $1,500 surety bond by 
| Almanae Corporation for John Mur- 
ray Anderson’s “Almanac” revue; 
“Wild Birds,” $1,485 check by Henry 
B. Forbes; “Right Off the Boat,” 
A. H. Woods’ guarantee for $2,000. 

Before the Lucille Laverne com- 
pany sails for Europe tomorrow 
(Thursday), to appear in “Sun Up” 
June 21 at the American, Paris, a 
$1,200 bank letter was deposited 
with Equity. 





SAM KINGSTON’S CONDITION 


Eminent specialists were again 
called into consultation” over the 
grave condition of Samuel Kingston, 
Flo Zi@gfeld’s general manager, 
stricken with epidemic meningitis 
three weeks ago. Monday it was 
believed the meningitis germ had 
been eliminated but the consulting 
physicians’ opinion was otherwise. 
Yesterday the patient was carefully 
examined again. 

At that time it was stated Mr. 
Kingston's condition was precarious, 
with the long period of coma lessen- 
ing his resistance. The patient is 
at the Presbyterian hospital. 


“SERENA’S” SCALE BOOST 


Los Angeles, June 11., 
With the opening of “Serena 
Blandish” Sunday night the Majes- 
tic raised its week day top from 
$1.50 to $2, holidays $2.50 
It’s the first time that Edward 
Everett Horton, who operates the 
house, has attempted to raise prices 
for any attraction, Reason given is 
expense for settings. 


“BERKELEY SQ.” LEADS 


Margalo Gillmore and Leslie How- 
ard will be presented by Gilbert 
Miller next season in John L. Bald- 
erston’s “Berkeley Square.” Mr. 
Howard has been announced for 
some time and is currently playing 
the piece in London. 

It was anticipated that Jean 
Forbes-Robertson would play the 
part now allotted to Miss Gillmore, 
but Miss Forbes-Robertson will not 
leave England, 











“Brothers” in London 
Edgar Wallace has arranged for 
the London production of “Broth- 
ers.” 


Hartley Powers in London will 
Play the dudl role acted by Bert 


Lytell in the melo current in New 
York. 





Fulton, Oakland, on Market 
Under advice from his doctors to 
take a long rest, Geo. Ebey has 
placed the Fulton, Oakland, on the 
market. 





Hallam Cooley’s Role 
Hallam Cooley has a leading role 
in Pathe’s “Paris Bound.” 


Identify Chi Suicide; 
Donna Barron, Dancer 


Chicago, June 11, 

Barbara Cole,” 28, who leaped 
to her death from the twelfth story 
of an apartment hotel Wednesday 
night was identified later in the 
week as Donna Barron, dancer, 
| whose last know n stage engagement 
here was in “Rose-Marie” about 
three years ago. In her effects were 
found two photograp's of Edwin 
Page, Chicago broker, ané the girl 











before her suicide sent notes to Chi- 
cago newspaper saying: [I love 
Edwina Page, 1209 Astor street. I 
tried to live and couldn't, I love him 
so much. I was mean to eveyone. 
BARBARA COLE,” 

Because of her stage work Miss 
Barron had been associet.inz with 
Gold Cost people and maintained a 
comfortable north side apartment. 
Various north side hotel managers 
identified her photograph as that of 
“Mrs. Barbara Barnes,” “Barbara 
Cowles,” “Eva Caldwell,” “Bar- 
bara Cole” and other aliases. 

Guy Lombardo, band leader, was 
summoned to the coroner's office 
when his photograph was found in 
Miss Barron's room. He said it was 
a regular fan picture and he knew 
nothing of the girl other than hav- 
ing seen her at the Granada cafe, 
where he plays, several times. 

Miss Barron's supposed parents, 
Mr. and Mrs, W. J. Barr, live in 

3ethlehem, Pa, Her father said she 
left home four years ago, married 
Charles Larion, and has a daughter 
two years old 


MORLEY’S IMITATORS 
Portland, Ore., June 11. 

The tricks of Christopher Morley. 
in Hoboken have started home town 
imitations, 

Bess Whitcomb Piayers, local 
dramatic group, staged production 
of “Ten Nights in a Barroom” with 
full serious melodramatic effects 
here last week at the Studio Little 
theatre. Business good and much 
gossip about the “evolution of art” 
among the main street literati. 


CHATTERTON-BOYD’S COAST 


Los Angeles, June 11. 


William Boyd and Ruther Chat- 
terton will play leads in “Top O’ the 





Hill,” which opens at the Mayan 
June 27. 

Felix Young is producing the 
show. 





BIDE EXTRA ADDED 

“Borrowed Love,” drama by Bide 
Dudley, columnist of the New York 
Evening World, is at the Windsor, 
in the Bronx this week breaking 
in. 

The author is making personal 
appearances at the matinees today 
and Saturday to address the audi- 
ence, 





“Chocolate” Recasting 
“Hot Chocolates,” colored, was 
taken off Saturday and rehearsals 
ordered, with new cast additions. 
Ethel Waters is engaged and 
Louis Armstrong and band ob- 
tained. 





Phil Dunning, at his farm at 
Westport, Conn., is completing a 
new play tentatively called “The 
Land of the Free,” and described as 
a satire, 





RITZY 





For over a year Vera, otherwise 
“Kittens,” Leightner, once a “Fol- 
lies” dancer, has been suing Jeffer- 
son W. Seligman, elderly banker, 
for breach of promise, demanding 
$100,000. 

Vera first divorced Louis 
and then married Elias 
painter, son of Alexander Brody, 
Hungarian novelist. In 1927 Elias 
shot himself in Paris, after severely 
beating Vera. Prior to that she 
had been reported “engaged to 
Henry Clews, Jr., during his sen- 
sational visit to his native land. 

In New York Henry, Jr., lived 
with his grandmother, the dowager 
Mrs. Henry Clews, widow of the 
millionaire banker. His father, 
Henry ClewWs, sculptor, lives on the 
Riviera with his present wife, Elsie 
Whelen, of Philadelphia, who was 


Este, 
Brody, 


the first wife to divorce Robert 
Goelet. Goelet was divorced by a 
second wife and then married 
third, 


Henry, Jr., and Louise Clews are 











| children of their father’s rmé 
{Marriage With Louis: M 
sd Baltim« re. I a5 Mitr) DF) t Giy orced i 


the late Freddie Gebhard, of New 
York, who then married Marie 
Wilson, of the original “Florodora” 


sextet, Mrs, Morris Clews now 
lives in Biarritz. Mrs. Henry Clews 
has two Goelet sons, Ogden and 


Peter, the former having been re- 
ported engaged to Louise Groody. 
Jefferson W. Seligman is a broth- 
er of De Witt and Eugene Selig- 
man, Mrs. Albert H. Gross, Mrs, 
Benjamin Guggenheim and the late 
Mrs. Fanny Nathan, and is an uncle 
of Barbara Guggenheim, who di- 
vorced Sigmund Kempner ang 
married Milton 8. 
two children meeting a tragic death 
by falling from the roof of the Ho- 


(Continued on page 66) 








“Variety” for Summer 


Subscribe for “Variety” 
OVER THE SUMMERTIME 
THREE MONTHS 
FOR $2 
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NICE WOMEN 


Comedy in three acts by William A. 
Grew presented at the Longacre June 10 
py L. Lawrence Weber: staged by Wm. B 


Friedlander; Robert Warwick an-j Sylvia 
Sydney featured. F ’ 

Elizabeth Girard........- o Sylvia Sidney 
John Girard.....-cesess- Warren McCollum 
MAry occ cece ccscccrsrceeesssesess Helen Joy 
Geraldine Girard...... eesecces Hope Drown 
William Well#...ccsceceees os Alvert Hayes 
Martha BirarG..e eccececs Lotta Linthicum 
James Girarl......-- eocee. -G20rg2? Barbier 
Mark Chandler.. ...+.«+--- Robert Warwick 
COomners...+ssee0 eccccces+- Edward Kroadiey 
Dorothy Drew....-+see++- «+» Verree Teasdale 





First night impressions distinctly 
favored “Nice Women,” which may 
be rated a sophisticated comedy. 
With no weather handicap Monday 
evening a rather dressy first night 
crowd seemed to enjoy the show. 
Producers of standing rarely gamble 
with summer heat by introducing a 
straight play in June. Larry Weber 
appears to have discounted that 
factor. Still if his new offering 
withers it will be because of high 
temperatures, for it is amusing 
most of the way. 

This fellow, William A. Grew, is 
getting better. Formerly he wrote 
vaudeville sketches, turning to the 
legit wiihout starting anything. His 
“My Girl Friday” is still on Broad- 
way (Republic), but “Nice Wom- 
en” is smarter writing. 

A very well playing cast gives 
“Nice Women” an advantage, espe- 
cially since it is a dialog play. Rob- 
ert Warwick and Sylvia Sydney are 
the featured leads with the honors 
going to Miss Sydney. She may 
have gone into her stride abruptly 
after the curtain rose, but she plays 
that kind of wise flapper. 

The story has to do with the Gir- 
ard family. Dad is working in the 
office of highly successful Mark 
Chandler, 40 and unattached, save 
for an affair with a tall blonde who 





five years. 
| ters, Jerry 
i 18 
her family. 


and 


group, 

Pop Girard doesn’t get much of a 
salary and the family views the in- 
terest of Chandler in Jerry with 
avaricious excitement. But Jerry 
has just gotten engaged to Billy 
‘Wells, who also works for, Chand- 
ler. The family, excepting pop, 
start working on the girl, and she 
consents to accept Chandler. 

The bubble bursts at a dinner in 
Chandler's home, and the truth 
comes out about Jerry and Billy— 
they have spent a night together 
(and are married in the morning). 
That breaks up Chandler’s dream of 
marrying an unspoiled girl and hav- 
ing children. The shock is short- 
lived, for along comes Bessie who 
puts all her theories into practice. 
Bess throws herself into Mark's 
arms and is willing to live with 
him to make amends for the family. 
She had declared before that a girl 
should fall in love with a man much 
older than she. But there is to be a 
hasty marriage before the Beren- 
garia sails the next noon, 

“Nice Women” possessés nothing 
startling in story, but it is blessed 
with the vivacity of a character like 
Bessie. Some of her comments or 
wise cracks are frank, in fact frank- 
est, especially the treatment of sex 
matters, 

Mr. Warwick played the polished, 
good-natured Chandler as a man of 
experience, His good judgment 
served in good stead at the rise of 
the second act curtain when fumes 
from a bit of burnt insulation made 
some of the audience apprehensive. 
Several women insisted on leaving 
the theatre. Warwick, however, 














who” today. 
make-up to 
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The accepted 
= MAKE-UP since 


Lillian Russell’s time... 


For over 50 years, Stein’s Make-Up has 
been the undisputed choice of the 
theatrical profession. 
generation ago and whoever is “who’s 


The stars of a 


..entrust their beauty and 
Stein’s preparations...not 


only back-stage but in their personal 
boudoirs. Stein’s quality and purity is 
unquestioned. And being specialists in 
theatrical make-up for over half a 
century ...the Stein organization offers 
the most complete line in the world to 
meet every demand of the stage. Write 
today for free booklet “How to Make 


M. STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
51 Madison Avenue, New York 


| 


of his character and reassuring the 
audience, 


Verree Teasdale was entitled to|the youngsters determined to go on | “Skidding.” 


a piece of cake for her impression 
of the girl who plays around with 


The 


players as Georgie Barbier and Lot- 
ta Linthicum. Edward Broadley did 
well as a butler, so did Albert Hayes 
as the juvenile. 


“Nice Women” ought to do. The | 
weather may decide. bee. 
’ 
ADAM’S APPLE 
John J. Kelly preeents this three act 
farce in one set by Test Dalton. Described 
as ‘‘Wall Street Farce Comedy.” Staged 


by Charles D,. Pitt. 


At Princess, June 10, 
at $3 scale, 





eee  MDeen 0.0606060060060% Kenneth Lane 
Cecily Tennant....cccces:: Dorothy Severns 
ORE. cccctooe esseceeses Richard Thornton 
RISES. ccc ceces eccccccocceres Percy Kilbride 
Uncle John......eseee.++--Charles Kennedy 
NG 6.00 Se Cewkdbacceostdeds Loraine Lally 
Eve Van Alatyne...ccccccees Helen Holmes 


Adam Van Alstyne Stanley Price 


eee 2 





One of those things in a large 
way. John J. Kelly is identified in 
lobby gossip as on staff of New 
York play publishing house, but it 
doesn’t sound reasonable. Test Dal- 
ton, author, has some sort of metro- 
politan newspaper connection. 

Play is the ultimate in incoher- 
ence, made up of disjointed reflexes 
from a vague remembrance of 
“Charley’s Aunt,” “My Friend From 
India” and maybe Hoyt. There are 
probably hundreds of such manu- 
scripts in trunks in remote attics 
or floating around in the mails. See- 
ing one actually staged is quite an 
experience. 

Performance baffles description. 
Curtain rises on a living room set 
that stirs a chord in memory. You're 
sure the same set has been used in 
something seen, but can’t identify 
it. Same thing happens with each 
passing scene. Somewhere in a 
tarrgled skein of long forgotten 
shows each move on the stage finds 
a faint echo. 

Astonishing things happen. Hero 
spends half an act building up the 
situation of pretending an unwel- 
come guest has cholera to get rid 
of him. Then he decides he won't 
do it that way, calls it all off ina 
simple gesture, starting all over 
again. 

Out of a clear sky a detective 
waiks in and offers a perfect lady 
$200,000, like that, to give up a per- 





son who doesn’t exist at all, and 
then fades out of the picture. 

It isn’t a play at all, but rather 
a museum exhibit. How it got reg- 
ularly produced with a group of ex- 


| perienced players is another of those 


constantly recurring Broadway mys- 
teries, 


As entertainment it isn’t worthy 
of any attention. Rush. 


LOVING DAUGHTERS 


Farce in three acts by Fritz Blocki. é 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, week of June 3; ‘by 
Morldon Corp. S6taged by William Po- 
stance and William H. Gillmore. 

Arnold Compton.........ee0- Boyd Marshall 
Florence Gerard. ececccsccees Claire Nolte 
Dean Compton.. -Reed Brown, Jr. 
Cecil Vaughn.... «-Theodore Hecht 
Patricia Gerard,.. -+.-Jessie Busley 
Midge Compton Janet McLeay 
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Badly cast and none too smartly 
directed, this brain child of Fritz 
Blocki, dramatic editor of the Chi- 
cago American, was taken off Sat- 
urday after a two weeks’ try-out. 
Piece had been previously produced 
about a year and a half ago by a 
Chicago stock company with fair 
success. With some revision to the 
third act this farce might still be 
a marketable play for stock, and 
as Blocki, who came to New York 
for his summer vacation and ob- 
tained an additional three weeks’ 
leave of absence, still has faith in 
the opus, that course may be fol- 
lowed. 

Plot centers about two mixed 
couples, typical members of the up- 
to-the-minute younger set who take 
pride in their gin-drinking and 
heavy necking. A middle aged 
couple, man, a widower, and the 
woman a divorcee, are concerned, 
the former the father of two of the 
kids and the latter the mother of 
one of the girls. Other boy is the 
sophisticated member of the quartet 
who plans the revolt of the young- 
sters against their parents. At the 
windup all come to their senses 
with the three couples going into a 
clinch. 

Speedy opening act has every- 
body in a necking contest, the older 
folks following the youngsters on 
and duplicating their petting tac- 
tics. 

Following act, which is a let down 
from the first, is played in a straight 
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farcical manner. Here the parents 


iride the kids for their actions, with 


ithe loose when some of the actions 
of the elderly lovers are brought to 


A good bit worked in shows 


fessie. the latter | P&@thy at the finale. Hope Drown did /|Blocki’s Chicago newspaper train- 

and much smarter than any of | Well too, as Perry almost forced into |ing with a phoney off stage shoot- 
A 12-year-old boy and |™4@rriage w ith the other man. e | ’ 

|gabby mother complete the fireside | ray also holds such additional good |by the other, standing at a win- 


ling by one of the boys described 
dow. In this description the pho- 
tographers are on the scene before 
the cops or the ambulance and is 
|}good for laughs, 

Third act situations trite and un- 
| convincing, especially the explana- 
jtory ending that the gunplay has 
not resulted in tragedy, as believed; 
but that it was all a frame by the 
sophisticated sheik to compel the 
older folks to lay off drawing imagi- 
native inferences from the actions 
of the younger generation, and set 
a better example themselves. 


DECISION 


Comedy in three acts by Carl Henkl 
presented at the 49th Street May 27 by 
Robert Sterling; staged by Alan Allyn. 


Nancy LaA2e@....ccceee Margaret Barnstead 
Mra. Mack.ccccccccccccccessscss Nellie Gill 
John Grey...cecceces eeecccce George Neville 
Mr. Mack..... eeccecce evcoces Francis Keeley 
Jim Curtis. ..cccccccssecess Kdward Martin 
George Lane.....ees+s «-+.- Buddy Schubert 
Kate Lane....csccces ecedeceess Francis Hess 
Bill Young.......e+. coocetocs-Faul Martin 
Mabel Lane.......ccccscesssees Wilva Davis 
Mergaret Pendleton........ Ruby Blackburn 
Archie Pendleton.......e+.e0. Roy RBucklee 


Jvdge Croeby George H. Weirceman 





Judging from the 
critics liked ‘Decision.” As a matter 
of fact they didn’t, slamming the 
show on its.lack of merit. May have 
been a worse show this season, but 
there were no other premieres May 
27 and the reviewers attended be- 
cause it was their job. 

The show’s sponsor knows he has 
no heavyweight but is figuring on 
stock and picture rights. Sole point 
in favor of the latter is the idea of 
a girl's love for the two children 
of her dead sister. She has mothered 
the kids for 10 years, They call her 
mother and she declares her love for 
them is that of a mother. This is 
brought out during an impromptu 
court scene, when relatives seek 
guardianship of the kids who come 
into'a fortune through the death of 
a grandfather. 

It is a one set show, rural in at- 
mosphere. The excuse for holding 
court in the living room of the 
country house is the Massachusetts 
laws which permit a judge to con- 
vene court at any place within the 
commonwealth. Margaret Barn- 
stead did well as the mothering sis- 
ter and Edward Martin mildly 
amused as a bashful lover. 

Caught after the show had been 
playing 10 days, it was surprising 
how many in the cast fumbled lines. 
Though it originally rehearsed but 
10 days, the players should have 
been more apt. 

“Decision” is hoked up to get by 
any small grosses and it won’t get 
anything else. I 


heralds the 


TIRED BUSINESS MAN 


Comedy in three acts by Lyle Weaver 
Hall at the Waldorf June 4 by the Regent 
Productions; staged by Marion Gering. 


Henry Gt}hett.. cocessecetens Harlan Briggs 
Josephine Gilbert...... .-- Frances McGrath 
Archibald White.......++.. Harold Kennedy 
Sidney Grund....... +»-Lawrence C, O’Brien 
Mittie..cscecs eoceccecoeedeecces Mary Vance 
Roy Clarke, occvccocecsccscces Eddie Kaspar 
Tod Willies. ..cscccvess Thomas Carnahan 
Miss Matilda Witherspoon....Isabel Vernon 
COR sos bae ck Ghd aeeeageecdeen Hilda Manners 
George Quincy Pringle.......... Jack Byrne 
TUAMITA. c cccccccccisosecceces Ollie Burgoyne 





Waldorf has had a tough season 
of it. Four attractions have had 
brief engagements this season. 

At present “The Tired Business 
Man,” with a “Broadway cast,” 
though the billing doesn’t mention 
which Broadway. New show is a 
typical cut rater, but its backer 
knew that before he put it on. At 
least that is to the credit of Wil- 
liam Birns, the furniture man who 


| reporter. 
laxed way of calling her 


——S — ——— 


—— : = , 
| quietea the house by stepping att lonmate vein instead of the light,| plays with plays on the side. Birns 


| 


has been on the receiving end for | Chandler, but could not win the /light. 
There are two daugh-| Wedding ring and who won sym- | 


jhas had a piece of a number of 
| similar type shows, among them 


“Tired Business Man” is a one- 
set, medium cast affair. Critics 
hammer it without a thought that 
it was not framed for the discrimi- 
nating. 

A manicure carries on a flirtation 
|with the politically inclined editor 
of a Topeka paper at the instance 
lof a rival editor. The girl happens 
ito be the daughter of the town's 
paving boss, and is in love with a 
This lass has a most irri- 
middle- 
aged editor boy friend “Tubsie.” 
Maybe it’s the way she says it. 

A girl friend, just back from a 
stock im the sticks, is referred to 
as a girl with two and one-half 
divorces. That sounded funny, and 
there were flashes of humor here 
and there, 

On the whole it is a silly, gabby 
performance. Action occurs in the 
living room of John Gilbert, married 
for 20 years, but having a little va- 
cation, wifie deciding he is just a 
tired business man. Wife has the 
grace to return, chaperone the girls 
and stand by her old man when the 
rival bunch try to embarrass him. 

Cast names are unfamiliar and 
doubtless gathered together under a 
modest summer scale arrangement, 
It's a pipe the show can operate at 
small money. 

Kind of a comedy manufactured 





for people who find their theatre via 
bargain tickets. Some may think it 
all right, but only some. Tbee, 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEW 
GREAT DAY 


Philadelphia, June 11. 

“Great Day,” Vincent Youmans’ 
musical play with which he plans 
to reopen the Cosmopolitan theatre, 
New York, this summer, opened at 
the Garrick here Tuesday night and 
suffered from one of the most rag- 
ged and discouraging “first-nights” 
that Philadelphia has witnessed in 
years. Since then play doctors, 
dance directors, book writers and 
others by the score have been at 
work trying to whip piece in shape, 
So far it is hard to say how suc 
cessful they have been, but at an 
rate, “Great Day” needs plenty of 
time out of town. 
here to Atlantic City, and should 
be kept there at least a fortnight. 

Youmans has clicked again as & 
composer even though there is still 
plenty of doubt as to his chances 
of success with this piece as a pro- 
ducer. He has four numbers that 
shape up as song smashes and that 
quartet may offset many of the 
“book” weaknesses and give show a 
break. Even badly staged. These 
four songs are loaded with appeal 








and they will be radioed and danced 
to and whistled all over in no time, 

Two of them are on the negro 
spiritual order, not unlike “Halle- 
lujah,” although dependent solely 
on vocal abilities of chorus and not 
at all on dancing. Right now they 
are badly placed, both coming in 
second act and too near together, 


(Continued on page 66) 














THEATRE 
For Sale or Lease 


(WEST END THEATRE) 
1900 SEATS 
Located on 125th Street 


DONOFRIO 


ROOM 404 
271 West 125th Street 


New York City 
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PAUL WHITEMAN 
Booking Exclusively Through His Own Office 


1560 Broadway 
New York City 


JAMES F. GILLESPIE 
Personal Representative 
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Daytime on Radio Receiving 


7 More 


Attention te Build Up Mats Worth 





Radio is on the make for matinee 
business. 

Just as has the theatre for so 
many years, the ether industry has 
found that its pre-sunset effective- 
ness needs fixing. The tip-off is In 
the N.B.C.’s weekly “Evening 
Stars” period (new) from 11 a. mm. 
until noon on Fridays through 
WEAF, New York. Into this half 
hour each week wil be tossed many 
of the N.B.C.’s important night 
names, a free slice of expensive en- 
tertainment, but purely commercial- 
ly motivated. 

In announcing the new feature 
the N.B.C; publicity bureau wrote: 
“The new series will bring to as- 
sociated broadcasters the full re- 
sources of elaborate night-time 
presentations fur their use at an 
hour when they need it most—in 
the daytime.” 

- That's information enough for 
anyone caring to read between the 
dures of press stuff. 

Unlike the theatre, radio stations 
carnot determine the exact number 
of listeners-in at any one’ time 
Number of radio auditors has often 
been estimated, in saost instances 
little more than stabbed at, and al- 
ways granted to be probably plenty 
off, either way, since the number of 
acital receivers cannot be correctly 
judged by the amount of sets pos- 
sibly in operation. 

Despite Radio's inability te check 
at the door, it is an accepted fact 
that the hours after sunset are by 
far the most effective and’ impor- 
tant. There is no argument to dis- 





pute that known fact The same 
conditions exists in the theatre, and 
the theatre is in « position to know 
exactly how much, 

Importance of Mats 

Theatre managers an” 
state that if they could improve 
their matinee attendance, they 
could almost “get off the nut” in 
that manner, and count all evening 
grosses as profit. 

Radio is strictly a home prop- 
osition. Radio audiences in the 
great majority are not at home dur- 
ing the day. 

Housewives and mothers’ are 
usually at home, but household 
duties keep them away from the 
dials. Or, should housewives like 
radio accompaniment to their dust- 
ing, aS many do, to them the radio 
is no more than melody for the 
dusting. 

Broadcasters and commercial 
buyers agree the best radio period 
begins around 6.30 in the evening. 
The most valuable time lies between 
that and about 1 a. m. General 
opinion is that the two hours from 
9 until 11 are received by the 
largest audience. 

By building up its daylight pe- 
riods with more attractive pro- 
grams than at present, it is possible 
for radio to create an audience now 
dormant because afternoon broad- 
casts are not always to their liking. 

Most stations. devote their day 
hours to amateurs and slow stuff 
that wouldn’t get by for a moment 
at night, Much of it is composed 
of useless talks. 


men often 














LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 











IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


SUMMERING 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
OLLYWOOD 


VICTOR RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


[DANNY CAIRNS| 


And His 
R-K-O MELODY BAND 


America’s Greatest Pit and Stage Band 
Now Playing 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


LOS ANGELES 


_PHIL L FABELLO | 
~ ORCHESTRA 
The Different Ensemble 


Presentation Feature 


COLISEUM THEATRE 


New York City 























| THE BRICK TOPS | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Now Headlining RKO ee Unit” 


Permanent Addres 
26 West North S8t., h St. Indianapotts, Ind. 


JACK DUNN | 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


CINDERELLA ROOF 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


| OWEN FALLON | 


And His 
CALIFORNIANS 
Now on Their Second Year at the 
PALAIS DE DANCE 
LOS ANGELES 




















| TOM GERUNOVICH _| 





and His 
ROOF GARDEN ORCHESTRA 
Exolusive Brunswick Artists 
ROOF GARDEN CAFE 


Broadway and Kearney Sts. 
San Francisco 





MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
America’s Greatest Dance Band 
As Big as Ever in N. E. and Pennsy 
Personal Management 
CHARLES SHRIBMAN 


Salem, Mass. 


Marion McKay | 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Now Closing 18th Week 


ARBUCKLE’S PLANTATION CAFE 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


Headin’ Home Towards California 
On Our Western Tour 


Office: 20 West 43d Street 
New York City 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| B.A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 
Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 






































FROM DETROIT 


‘JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Summering 
WOODMANSTEN. ‘INN 
Pelham, N. Y¥. 


Doubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


| PHIL PHILLIPS | 
BAND 


CLUB BAGDAD 


“Southland’s Most Beautiful Club” 
DAL mn © banaue 


| JESS STAFFORD | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW 
PALACE HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
P. 8.—Brunswick Recording 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra * 
THIS WEEK (JUNE 14) 


PANTAGES THEATRE 


LOS ANGELES 
Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 












































HOTELS’ RADIO 





An invention is reported 
about to go on the market to 
provide radioing without wires 
on the receiving end. The re- 
ceiver is an appliance that may 
be attached to any piece of 
steel in the room, preferably 
the radiator. 

A Dr. Slatterlee is the in- 
ventor with the device reported 
already in many hotels and 
specified in several hotels now 
building. 

The Slatterlee invention car- 
ries the radio subject matter 
to the piping in or around the 
hotel, with stee! made the un- 
usual transmitter. 

A small hand transmitter 
sold in Chicago about a year 
ago at $2.50 acted similarly 
when attached to steel, but it 

picked up but faintly any radio- 
t ing within a short distance. 


Columbia Takes Lopez | 
And Band Off N.B.C Air 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
has spirited Vincent Lopez away 
from the National Broadcasting 
Company. Lopez signed with C.B.S. 
for himself and band Monday. 


Lopez has been a weekly (Tues- 
day) feature for N.B.C. for the past 
year.’ He has been featured on pro- 
grams of commercial advertisers 
whose accounts with N-B.C. have 
not yet expired. 


At N.B.C. the news that the op- 
position chain had the band leader 
was a surprise. N.B.C. has had Lo- 
pez under a personal management 
contract but not exclusively. 

Lopez’ first broadcast for C.B.S 
will be from the Woodmansten Inn, 
Westchester roadhouse, where he 
plays nightly, tomorrow (Thursday) 
night. 

















Preview Comeback 
Los Angeles, June 11. 

Joe Goodwin is back on the M-G- 
M payroll. 

When he completed his work on 
“Hollywood Revue" some months 
ago his option was not taken up. 
However, as s00n as a preview was 
held Goodwin was sent for and 


With the Whiteman Special 


By Abel Green 





Los Angeles, June 9. 


Voted the most interesting itin- 
erary ever essayed by them, the 
Paul Whiteman orchestra, all vet- 
eran troupers. 

The trip, lasting 13 days of actual 
travel, was deemed by all to be less 
tedious, for all of .its fortnight's 
length, than if they had made the 
hop straight through in four days. 

The stop-offs and stop-overs, with 
an opportunity to take in each of 
the key cities’ highlights, were ever- 
diverting. Starting May 26 from 
New York, covered Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, Toledo, Detroit, Chicago, 
Springfield, Llil., Indianapolis, Omaha. 
Kansas City, St. Louis, Denver, Sait 
Lake City and -Los Angeles. It was 
in Denver, Whiteman’s home town, 
that possibly the highlight of an ex- 
traordinarily eventful trip occurred. 
Whiteman took the entire party of 
41 on a 125-mile motor trip through 
the Rocky Mountains to Whiteman's 
180-acre farm. This is the residence 
of his parents, Wilberforce J. White- 
man, former superintendent of 
music of the Denver public schools, 
and Mrs. Whiteman. Paul has a 
1,700-acre preserve for big game 
hunting further up in the mountains 

The Denver concert at the Audi- 
torium was a turnaway. Scheduled 
for 3 p. m., the lower floor was filled 
fully an hour before that. 

Jimmie Gillespie btaged some 
corking publicity for his charge all 
along the route. It was Jim's idea 
to have a New York Times (Wide 
World ‘mews photography service) 
man on board, fixing that with Gene 
O’Brien, news editor of Wide World. 
Another Times camera-hound, Frank 
Galloon, promotion editor of the 
service, was encountered en route, 
diligently bulling the hinterland edi- 
tors to go for the Wide World serv- 
ice. The W. W. man aboard was 
Reggie Darrock. 

Universal's (news service) emis- 
sary on the Whiteman-Old Gold 
special was Andy Sharrock. Latter 
fixed it with Charlie Strickfadden, 
one of Whiteman’s reed cracks, who 
is an expert amateur photographer, 
to kidnap Strick’s shots for publicity 
purposes. Strickfadden is a wizard 
with a regulation (35 mm.) Bell & 
Howell camera. 

For a spell, the usual dissension, 
such as might arise when a factional 
division of interests exists, cropped 
up. Whiteman as a musical unit 
was one faction. Old Gold was a 
second; Universal a third. O. G. 
for a time thought that U and 
Whiteman were getting too much 
attention and their own product 





given a one-year agreement. 


slighted. This was natural in view 
of the newspapers being loath to ac- 





Up in the Air 


By Mark Vance 





If the proposed censorship of the 
air goes through there should be a 
penalty “attached for stations per- 
mitting a nightly deluge of the same 
songs and the same imitators. This 
takes in the million baby-voiced 
copies of Helen Kane and the 
croony, mooning Rudy Vallee dupes 
and the overdose of long drawn-out 
spiels on the commercial plugs. 

Song plugging runs rampant with 
certain stations whipping their pro- 
grams to pieces either through a 
palm sweetening or somebody close 
to the music family pulling tape to 
shoot house numbers over the air. 

A number of bands slipping re- 
stricted numbers over especially via 
lower lengths with an occasional an- 
nouncement on the busier stations 
that this song or that selection is by 
permission of the so-forth society. 

Censorship might toss a bomb- 
shell into such long, tiresome verbal 
ballyhoos as Frank D. Ford pulled 
on WAAM, Newark. He was selling 
lots at so much a foot at West 
Orange, N. J., and he spouted like 
an auctioneer. His theme song was 
three phone numbers, 





Developing Acts 
- The radio is doing one thing for 
vaudeville. It is developing acts 
that sooner or later wiil appear in 
vaudfilm parlors. Talk from the 
firesides brings the entertainers to 
the attention of agents or bookers. 
Then comes the variety dates, Yet 


for the few who thus attain stage 
work there are hundreds or more 
never getting beyond the air debut. 


Golfing Reason 





Golfing instructions free by radio. 
| Spar Si wiinhkié via v¥ Wi Ci. liairy 


Sparling last week gave a golf talk 
and offers to answer any questions, 


Sparling may be a Hlttle off on 
his diction but his game is golf. 
ag yes, Sparling has a golf school 


*a** 


Hylan Washed Up 
Like the last flicker of a dying 
ember or the last gasp of a stuck 





pig, John F, Hylan, former New 
York mayor, is taking it on the 
chin. Mr. Hylan, whose political as- 


pirations pulsated rather hopefully 
prior to the recent court ruling on 
the five-cent fare in New York City, 
have been rendered lifeless, yet J. 
F., still hangs on. 

He was on WGBS last week tell- 
ing the listeners what the schools 
of New York accomplished under 
his regime. One wonders how many 
stuck by the receivers until he had 
had his say. Goodbye, John! 


No Sense of Humor 


Few of the announcers of any of 
the stations seem to have a sense of 
humor these days and nights. Gra- 
ham MacNamee and Ted Husing 
step out of their ether characters, 
yet the others for the most part are 
as serious as pie-eyed owl. Norman 
Brokenshire, WABC, stepped into 
the kidding light through his con- 
nection with certain popular radio 
hours. 








New Hour 


A new hour. The food factory of 
Libby, McNeill and Libby is paying 
for the “Around the World Music” 
with Libby program broadcast from 
WJZ every Thursday. 

Among the countries in the initia] 
period were Ireland and Norway. 

Libby band is directed by Toscha 
Seidel, violinist. Corking player. 


—_ 


Good Film Not Endorsed 

During her spiel on “Endorsed 
Pictures” in behalf of the Catholic 
bureau sponsoring the period via 
WLWL, Mrs. Thomas McGoldrick 
declared there were 110 pictures en- 
dorsed 

One film in narticular shea com- 
mented upon at length, announcing 





(Continued on page 68) 


cord free ad space to a tobacco 
brand. This caused O. G. to elim- 
inate the U mention in some of the 
radio announcements, but C. 
Weymouth, the Old Gold vice-presi- 


dent on board with the party, wno 


impressed himself most favorably 
throughout, acceded to Sharrock’s 
request for a Universal mention in 
last Tuesday's national hook-up on 
the Whiteman-O. G. hour. 


Down to Cases 


Paul and Jimmie took the position 
that they conceived the idea for the 
itinerary and had sold it to Phil 


Lennen of Lennen & Mitchell, ad- 
vertising agency handling all the 
P, Lorillard cigaret brands. Burt 


McMurtrie, continuity man aboard, 
representing L. & M., was of the 
impression that he and Jack Mit- 
chell of the adv. agency had hatched 
the stunt. Finally it settled down 
to an understanding that the two 
paramount issues were exploiting 
Whiteman and Old Gold. 
Denver 

Elitch Gardens, Denver; is quite 
an eyeful to tourists the country 
over. It's one of the best operated 
amusement parks extant, relying on 
its mammoth balkroom (75 by 185 
feet) with George Hall and his or- 
chestra as the attraction to draw 
‘em. In addition, Elitch’s holds a 
theatre which opened its season 
June 9 with “Paris Bound,” employ- 
ing an imported Broadway stock, 
Billy Fields, Jones & Green's pub- 
licist, was also brought on to handle 
publicity. Harry Forewood, regular 
p. a. concentrates on the exploita- 
tion. Hall is a Broadway product, 
He’s been the Hotel Astor maestro, 
also at Arcadia ballroom and 
throughout the east. 

Elitch’'s is a taxi-dancing room 
(nickel a dance) and, Hall states, 
if he acceded to requests he'd be 
doing only four or five numbers. 


— 
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TAVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway ——— 




















TED HENKEL 





Musical Director 
Conducting Pit Orchestra 
Overture and Special Scores 
WITH ORCHESTRA OF 30 
Also Conducting and Supervising 
Stage Band Presentations 
WITH BAND OF 20 


CAPITOL THEATRE 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

















From England Again Comes 


The New American Song 
Sensation 


“THE ONE IN 
THE WORLD” 


From the same-catalog (Camp- 
bell-Connelly) which gave us 
that melodious hit, 


“If I Had You" 


Need We Say More? 
it’s a “Natural”!! 


| Roppins Music CorporATIon} 
Publishere 
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Weber Tells Musicians Not Dealing 


With Showmen, but With Wall Street 


+ 
4 








Los Angeles, June 11. 

“We are now dealing with the 
greatest menace to organized labor 
Wall Street—and not with a the- 
atre, producer or groups of each” 
was the statement made by Joseph 
WN. Weber, president of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Musicians to 
about 1,500 members of Local 47 at 
a special meeting held in his honor. 

Weber made these remarks at the 
close of a long address. He as- 
serted that the picture industry and 
theatres were no longer controlled 
by showmen but are part of the 
great capitalistic system control- 
ling the country. On account of this 
the musicians must remember with 
whom they are dealing and hold 
firmly to the American Federation. 
He prefaced this by saying he had 
heard ugly rumors on conditions in 
Los Angeles, and that he came here 
to see if they were true. 

Weber talked for about two hours 
and also said that the musicians do 
not fear talking pictures, nor do 
they fear any mechanical repro- 
duction medium, as these methods 
will always be artificial. He de- 
elared that the human element must 
be present. 

Weber is now on his way to New 
York. 


$58,500 Band Date 


Chicago, June 11. 

Kdgar Benson and his all-star 
band become one of the highest 
paid organizations in the dance 
field with their Atlantic City Mil- 
lion Dollar Pier contract for $58,500 
for nine weeks, or $6,500 weekly. 
The pay roll of this 18-piece band 
runs $5,200 weekly, about $290 per 
man. . 

Several nationally Known musi- 
cians. will be featured, inc’uding 
Jese Libonati, xylophone soloist and 
standard vaude act; John Kuhn, the 
Indian bass player formerly with 
Isham Jones; Carroll Martin, trom- 
bone soloist, and Gregory Stone, 
piano. 


Wife Asks $50,000 for 
Lost Love of Radio Man 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Charging the defendant stole the 
affections of her husband, Joseph 
Sartory, former radio announcer of 
WJAS here, Mrs. Margaret Sartory 
bas filed suit for $50,000 damages 
against Elsie M. Wyland. 

Sartory, after his radio connec- 
tion, became a county employee, 
and is serving a year in the county 
jail for a shortage in his accounts. 

The Sartorys were married in 
31909 and have several children. 


ASS’T DIRECTOR’S THEME 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

While acting as assistant director 
on “Dark Skies’ for Biltmore pro- 
auctions, Walter Sheridan doubled 
by writing the music and lyrics of 
the theme song, “Under the Dark 
Skies.” 

Sheridan was a Broadway lyricist 
before coming here several years 
aro. 











Bands in Paris 

Eddie Elkins and his orchestra 
open at the Cafe de Paris June 23 
for eight weeks with options booked 
through the William Morris office. 
Blkins and his bandsmen sail on the 
“Homeric” Friday. 

Gus Arnheim and his orchestra 
have also been booked abroad by 
Morris, opening at the Ambassa- 
deurs, Paris, about July 10. 





Gimbel’s “Show” Display 
Gimbels, plugging their sheet mu- 
#ic sales of the numbers from War- 
ner’s “On With the Show,” are in- 
«identally giving a great plug to the 
picture. Giving over one window 
devoted to the display of stills and 

sheet music from that picture. 





Gillette at Valencia 
Bobby Gillette, m. c. from the 
Coast, will replace Walt Roesner 
at Loew’s Valencia, Jamaica, L. I. 
Roesner Saturday after six 
months. 


leaves 


Akst and Axt 

Los Angeles, June 11. 
week had Harry Akst 
Yeaving Warner Bros. music depart- 


Error last 





ment to goa with M-G-M Akst is 
«till with Warners. | 
Harry Axt is with Metro, j 


| 
CLEM BRAY’S MISTAKE | 


Writes Song About Woman 
Likes and Husband Squawks 


He 


Fairmont, W. V., June 11. 

“Rhuhamer” is the name of a 
written by Clem Bray, former or- 
chestra leader at the Fairmont the- 
atre. Sure, it’s an unusual name 
for a song. 

Bray now is directing a theatre 
orchestra in Jackson, Mich., but his 
song lives on. It was mentioned 
here by Clarence Keener, who had 
a wife named Rhuhamer. Getting a 
divorce from Rhuhamer, Keener 
also wants custody of their child 
To justify his request, he stated 
Bray and Rhuhamer were in a room 
together at night, and “exchanged 
gifts.” 


One Number a Show for 
Organists at $40 Per Wk. 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Directors of Los Angeles Local 47 
approved a new plan submitted by 
E. L. Smith, business manager, 
whereb:’ theatres installing sound 
will be permitted to retain an or- 
ganist only, organist to receive but 
one-half the regular minimum scale 
and to play but one number a show. 

Minimum scale, until now, has 
been $80. Under the new ruling 
organists will receive but $40 for the 
week. Measure was brought about 
by increased number of houses dis- 
charging musicians because of in- 
stallation of sound. 


BOSTON GOES DIPSY ON | 
$20 DINE-DANCE SHIP 


Boston, July 11. 

When - “Showboat,” Fred Rus- 
seau’s floating night club, gets un- 
der way here, the cover charge will 
establish a record for Boston. It 
will be $20 a couple to dine and 
dance. 

An old sailing ship has been re- 
fitted for the purpose. Russeau 
was formerly owner of the cold 
Woodcock Cafe, one of the bright 
spots here before prohibition and 
lately with the Cocoanut Grove, 
class local night club. 


HERE AND THERE 














Variety ran an item stating that |} 
“Taps” held a judgment by default 
for $200 against Irving Abrams. 
Name was in error as the judg- 
ment was against Irving Abraham- 
sen. i 


Billy Axtman and Harry Hock are 
with Robbins. 

Harry Ferguson now arranger for 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Billy 
Linderman, former arranger for W.. 
B. & &S., now with the Piantadosis. 


Herman Schenck will be the coast 
representative of Shapiro-Bernstein. 


Roy Fox’s Montmarte orchestra 
engaged by Fox to furnish music in 
a cafe sequence for “Masquerade” 
on Coast. 





~ 
Nite Club’s Theme Song 


“I'm Nuts About Nuts,” pub- 
lished by Charles Bayha, has 


been adopted by the Village 
Grove Nut Club as its them« 
Sone 














Feist’s “Honey” Still Leads |, 


Among Best Sellers 


Tenacity of Feist’s “Honey it 
holding its first place among the 
best sellers during the past month 
proves more strongly than ever that 
a good song, regardless of film tie- 
ups, may still be a best seller. 


Sherman-Clay’s “Wedding of the 
Painted Dolls” has crept up and 


now holds the No. 2 position. 

As predicted in Variety a month 
ago, “You Were Meant For Me” has 
crept up and is a better seller than 


the title song of “Broadway Mel- 
ody.” The non-film “Carolina 
Moon” and the theme, “Weary 
River’ are the trade surprise in 


their adhesiveness among the best 
sellers, though “Carolina Moon” has 
slumped from second to third and 
“Weary River” from three to five. 

Fourth is taken by “Tl Always 
Be In Love With You” (Shapiro- 
Bernstein) theme of “Syncopation.” 
It moved up quickly after the dis- 
tribution of the picture. 

De Sylvia’s “My Sin” theme of 
“The Redeeming Sin” is among the 
top notch of the best sellers. Song 
wasn't rated last month as standing 
a chance. It has exceeded the sales 
of De Sylva’s “Mean to Me,” though 
the latter still rates a good position 
among the sellers. 

“Louise” (Remick’s) “Innocents 
of Paris’ theme has come to the 
front quickly, though it is admitted 
song hasn't reached the peak of its 


| popularity, due to the picture not 


receiving its general distribution as 
vet. 


Production Song Hits 


“New Moon’s” “Lover Come Back 
To Me” has slumped off and no 
longer rates among the best. Pro- 


duction musical songs have taken 


it on the chin badly since their 
place has been usurped by the 
talkers. 


Santly’s “I’ve Got a Feeling I'm 
Falling” is selling but still gather- 
ing strength. Green & Stept’s “Do 
Something” received a good plug in 
“Syncopation,” and “Nothing But 
The Truth” is catching hold. 

The rest selling are, “I Get the 
Blues When it Rains” (Forster), 
“Blue Hawaii” and “A Vagabond 


Lover (both Feist), “Pagan Love 
Song” (Robbins), “S’posin’” (Tri- 
angle), “When My Dreams Come 
True (Berlin), “Some Sweet Day” 


(Remick), “Sleepy Valley” and 
“Jericho” (Harms), “Am I a Pass- 
ing Fancy” (Behin). 


Piantadesis’ Opening 


George and Arthur Piantadosi, 
Ine., new music publisher, will hold 
its ‘official opening today (Wednes- 
day). 

The Piantadosis are under con- 
tract to write music for the War- 
ner Bros. for a term of years with 
Warners holding an option to re- 
new the contract, Piantadosis have 
contracted with Bert Feldman, the 
English publisher, for the English 
releasing rights to their music for 
two years. 

Art Mellinger will be the gen. and 
prof. mer. 








Radio Name Acts Distributing 
Ether Act Discs to Small Stations 





Distribution of phonograph rec- 


ords to independent radio stations 
for 
act 


radio 


mechanical broadcast of their 


is becoming a side issue for 
names”. Some of the better 
known ether stars are supplying 
from 25 to 30 small stations with 
disk reproductions weekly. 

‘arrell and Gosden (Amos ‘n 


Andy) have been working the rec- | 
| 
' 


ord racket for some time and aré 


said to be the originators. Reports 
are that NBC had to buy them 
away from the record idea as well | 
as from the Chicago stafion, hence | 
the heavy bonus paid. Carrell and | 
| Gosden, while under ex lusive con- | 
tract to WMAQ, were supplying | 
other stations with records otf 


themselves with WMAQ’s sanction 


Some of the radio stars indulg- 
ing in the record business on the 


side are said to reproduce their acts 
on disks before the initial broad- 
east. On occasions the small sta- 
tions subscribing to the wax service 
have broadcast the record simulta- 
neously with the larger station em- 


| ploying the same act in the flesh. 


Release dates, advising of the 
time to the minute, the record 
should be run off gives the small 


|record buyers a chance to get in 
ion a hook-up” with the central 
stud 

Fre reports, the NBC, when 
signing Carrell and Gosden tit 
lntead eir record selling must be 
discontinued 





Union’s Co-operative Orchestra 


VARIETY 63 


In St. Paul Park to “Educate” Public 





FUR SNATCHERS CAUGHT 


ew Racket on Subway Trains— 
Women Complaining 


A new racket of stealing womens 


fur pieces in subway trains while 
in motion seems to have become 
prevalent A few years ago a howl 
was set up by the men folk that 
their costly panamas were being 
lifted while seated in the trains. 
Special cops and pickpocket de- 
tectives from police headquarters 


soon quashed this habit. Now the 
women are complaining 

Detectives Harold Moore and Bill 
Harris of the West 100th street sta- 
tion arrested Thomas Keenan, 22, 
and Thomas Franklin, 21, both of 
417 West 18th street. Charged with 
stealing a fur neck piece valued at 
$300, they pleaded guilty in West 
Side Court and will be sentenced 
this week by Magistrate Bushel. 

George Kaplan, of 895 Green ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, was on the subway 
platform of the $6th street station. 


Kaplan, who was alone, saw the 
pair snatch the fur piece. He gave 
chase and captured them, turning 


them over to Moore and Harris. 
Both have police records. 


Slander Bill Passes 


Los Angeles, June 11. 
With the signing ef the radio 
slander bill by Governor Young, 
California has a law which puts as 





rigid restrictions on broadcasting 
as the libel laws. 
Bill was introduced by State 


Senator George Rochester, Los An- 
geles, and was directly inspired by 
the comments made over his radio 
station by the Rev. “Bob” Shuler 
concerning a prominent newspaper 
publisher of this city and also its 
mayor. 

’assare of the bill followed a 
bitter fight. It is almost a duplicate 
of the libel law in its application to 
the air. It provides for the fine or 
imprisonment of any person who 
“wilfully and with malicious intent 
to injure another utters slander.” 
Maximum penalty is $5,000 fine and 
a yeir in jail. 


Tydings’ Music Bill 
Again Before Senate 


Washington, June 11. 

The first copyright bill of the 
special sessions was introduced by 
Senator Millard E. Tydings (D.), 
Maryland. 

The measure is the Senator's same 
bill of last session taking the “pub- 
lic performance for profit” out of 
the copyright’s owner’s control if the 
music is played from a nrinted sheet 
duly paid for, which sheet has been 
duly authorized. 

Senator Tydings admits ‘the bill 
was introduced “by request,’ but 
does not state by whom requested. 








P. A’s Radio Ideas 


Dallas, June ii. 
Dallas have got- 
ten together for a new non-pub- 
licity idea for radio. They have 
organized the WFAA Players, to be 
featured weekly over WFAA in a 
series of one-act plays. 

Group consists of Besa Fairtrace, 
Palace, as director; Jean Darnell, 
Capitol: Britton, Little The- 


Press agents in 


Louise 


atre, and Roy Cowan, advertising 
man. 
All are veteran actors. 


GLEE SINGERS’ POOR START 


Portland, Ore., June 11. 





Westminster Glee Singers, direc- 
tion Edward Branscombe, drew only 
a corporal’s guard here three days. 
The house was wel! papered first 
day. 

This is company’s second date in 
U. S. after Seattle and Canada tour. 
It is routed to California. 


THREE-CORNERED POOL 
los Angeles, June 11. 
Dick Whiting has pooled his in- 
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AS nove to comba the anned 
music trend the film ous 
members of the musicians Inior 
in the Twin Cities have ftormed 
symphony orchestra of 40 pieces t 
give nightly concrets in High] 
Park this summel! 

It is a co-operative enterprise 
among the musicians. St. Paul has 
donated the use of the park, band 
pavilion and benches. William 
Warvelle Nelson, former director at 
the State, Minneapolis, will con- 
duct the orchestra. 

“The aim of the symphony con- 
certs will be to educate t).e public 
to a taste for flesh-and-blood mu- 
sic in the theatres,” explained Frea 
W. Birnbach, president of the 
Minneapolis Musicians’ Union. “We 








terests with Herb Nacio Brown and 
Arthur Freed in the latter duo’s | 
jnew enterprise here. | 
“Deja” Is “Love Me” 

| ‘Deja Parisian waltz written by 

§ €ar Lenoir and T. Alvaz will be 

Ip blished over here by Feist’s nder | 
bthe title of “Love Me 


believe that when the difference in 
the canned and genuine article is 
impressed upon the public the de- 
mand for a return to the flesh-and- 
blood orchestras will assert itself 
more emphatically than ever,” 


Radio Convention Displays 
In Chi Fill Three Hotels 


Chicago, June 11. 

Radio Manufacturers Assn’s, trade 
show and convention was held 
last week at the Stevens, Congress 
and Blackstone hotels. The 220 
exhibitors filled the halls, ballrooms 
and many of the private rooms of 
the three hotels. 

Public was excluded, but about 
10,000 members of the trade visited 





the show daily. 
Few outstanding features, as 
most of the sets have been adver- 


tised or are on the market for some 
time. Screen grid sets predominated 
and prices were working lower. A 
few of the exhibitors are featuring 
remote and automatic cuntrol sets, 
designed for those who prefer to 
work their radios from one or more 
rooms without the necessity of 
physical exertion, 





Chain Programs Hit by 
New Federal Control 


Washington, June 11. 

For the fourth time federal radio 
commission has dodged, by post- 
ponement of the effective date, its 
proposed control of chain broad- 
casting. 

Now it is to become effective Oct. 
1 next. 

Plan, if carried out, will have the 
commission forcing out chain pro- 
grams of stations less than 3006 
miles apart. 


Talker Music’s Publisher 


All original Romberg-Hammer- 
stein, 2d, numbers, which will be 
written for Warner Bros., will be 
published by Warner-Witmarks. 

T. B. Harms was their former 
publisher. 


CIRCULATION THEME SONG 


Portland, Ore., June 11. 

Taking a cue from the film men, 
newspapers have taken up the 
“theme song.” Scripps-Canfield 
dailies in the Northwest bought a 
number, “Camela,” for publication 
in Portland, Seattle, Spokane and 
Tacoma, 

Theme song was written by Ger- 
trude Myers and played by 45-piece 
orchestra on radio hookup of all 
four towns. Broadcast was from 
local studios of KOIN. Result, cir- 
culation boost. 











S-B Changes 
Shapiro-Bernstein is re-organiz- 
ing all its branch offices with three 
changes going into effect this week. 
Fred Mayo has been placed in 
charge of the Cleveland office, re- 
placing Phil Julius. Jim Courtney 


is in charge at Boston, replacing 
silly Moran, 

Willie Pierce has left the Phila- 
delphia office. No successor as vet 
chosen. 








“Variety” for Summer 


Subscribe for “Variety” 
OVER THE SUMMERTIME 
THREE MONTHS 
FOR $2 
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Bands and Orchestras 


Routes for Next Week (June 10) 





Permanent addresses of bands or orchesttas will be published 
without charge. 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


as possible, street addresses in large cities are also 
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3 Pelham Roadhouses Padlocking, 
Leaving Road to Remaining Two 


Sig, White City B 





A flock of padlocks generously 
distributed last week in New York 
took in three Pelham road places: 
Hunter Island Inn, Woodmansten 
Inn and Pelham Heath Inn. 


liunter Island is due for the 
works July 15 for nine months; 
Woodmansten June 24, same length, 
but Pelham Heath, same manage- 
ment as Woodmanstecn, by agree- 
ment to padlock, gets until Sept. 15 
to close for six months. 

With the shutting of the three 
places there will be left on the 
thickly dotted roadhouse section of 
the Pelham Parkway from Bronx 
Park to the Boston road (New 
Rochelle) but two live places, Cas- 
tillian on the Parkway and Chateau 
Laurier at City Island. 

Another brace of places in the 
city ordered shut for a year are 
the Salon. Royal and European 
Club, both operated by Nick Prou- 
nis. 

N. Y. City Property 


Report says that an effort will be 
made to stop or postpone.the pad- 
locking of Hunter Island Inn on the 
ground it is on city property, Ar- 
thur McLean is its proprietor and 
holds a lease from the City of New 
York at $3,600 a year, with eight 
years more to go. Closed for a vio- 
lation of the law that might. auto- 
matically vitiate the lease. 

Hunter Island was among the 
Bronx road: houses raided by fed- 
eral agents last New Year's eve. At 
that time guests were driven out of 
and stepped from entering Wood- 
mansten and Hunter Island. Wood- 
mansten had sold 700 covers at $15 


a plate, while Hunter Island had out 
about 500 at $12.50 per. Besides the 
actual money loss thousands also 


went in perishable food. 
Woman’s Lost Coat 
A story percolating at the time 


of the New Year’s rush, started 


from Washington, was that a 
woman had alleged the loss of a 
valuable fur coat at Woodmansten. 


Tale stated that the woman had 


checked her coat and when calling 
for it claimed an inferio: coat was 
offered to her. She was reported 
demanding her coat or its-equiva- 
lent in money from Gene Geiger of 
Woodmansten. Not receiving a 
satisfactory answer, the woman is 
said to have threatened that un- 
less she received either Woodman- 
sten Inn would go out of business. 

Not much attention was given 
the threat until the place was vir- 
tually closed on New Year's Eve 
through the federal agents requir- 
ing from 8 until 1 before locating 


(Continued on page 66) 





, Gene, Metropolitan T., 
. Loew's Orpheum, 


Al, 478 Whalley Ave., Leon, Syracuse H., § 
C 


, Jack, Cinderella B., 

Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, : 
Galliecchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan 
Cc Garber, Jan, 745 7th Ave., N. . 
Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th St 

, Fred, 401 B’way, Camden, N. J.| coin, Neb. 
ry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza, 
Adolphus H., Dalles. Gaul, Geo., 2115 Madison Ave., 
J., 745 7th Ave., N. Y. C. Gay. Ira, 845 So. Broadway, 
1s, rna, Misha. Forum Theatre, 
Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. Geidt, Al, 117.S. N. J. .Ave., 


he gy Commodore H., N. 
131 Blmer Ave., 


Suite 56, Loew Bldg., 


. King Edward H., 
, DeWitt Clinton H., 


E maciy Gaumont Palace, ; 
Sir Francis Drake H., 


17381 Humboldt 


Bamboo Inn, Chicago. 
. Harry, Steinway Haii, N. 
, 306 W. 14th St., N. 
Royal Novelty Six, 2333 N. 

i Riverview B., Chicago. 
King Cotton H., 
Dallas A, C., Dallas, 


iuy, Granada C., Chicago. 
Dick,’ Curtis H., 
j , 1595 Broadway, 
Statler H., Boston. 


Gerunovitch, Tom, Roof Garden B. 
F 


. Gill. E., Bamboo Gardens, Cleveland 
Cavato, Etz, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. Gilligan's Orch., Grand Dansant, 
Jack, 1920 Boston Rd., Bronx, | cinnati. 

Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
John, Belmont, Chicago Goldberg. Geo., Celestial R 
Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bidg.,| Park, Baltimore, Md. 
Goldkette, Jean. Book Tower, 
Tommy, Palisades Amusement Gonzales, S. N., 310 E. 4th 
‘Palizades, A a Ana, Cal. 


io rte St. 215 Ridgewood Ave., 


Dave, Capitol T., 


, Golden Pumpkin C., 
Gorman, Roes., 1576 Broadway, 
Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck Gorrell, Ray, care Goldkette, 
Loew's Palace T., 
. B., 808 Elinor St., 
Abe, President H., 
Angele St., 
246 Knight St. 
fer, W.. Whitcomb 
. Palace de Dance, 


. A. 
Bobbie (Miés), 


A., Paramount 
89 Crooke Ave., 


E. J., 36 Sylvan St., 


Silvertown Cord, c-o M. C. 


LeR., Connie's to ia Bo ee 
Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit. 


J, Detroit Country Club W. Buchtel Ave., Akron, 


Moulin Rouge C., 


( olumbus._ Pennsylvania H., 


Leon, 134 Livingston St., 


’ B., ¥ 911 Sumner St., 
, Stanley T., Jersey City. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main Jesse, Palace H., S. 


Steppe, Norman, Shadowland C., Ss 





, Granada T., Chicago. 





Osear, 4529 N, Camac Huntington Ave., 





Steward, Sam, Brack Cat C., Columbus, 
Fes B., e-o T. Shayne, 1576 B' way; 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo T., is oa 
Strissoff, Vanderbilt ss 'N. 

Steele, Blue, Peabody H., © om 
Stoddard, Harry, Friars Club, Nw. ¥. 
Straight, Chas., Variety, Chicago. 
Sutherland, Lee, Flor d'Italia C., S. F, 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy St., Chicago. 
Sweeten, Claude, Golden Gate. S. F. 
Sweeten, Owen, Senator T., Sacramento. 


. a 


Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St.. Phila 
Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo, 
Terry, Thelma, c-o M. C. A., Paramount 
Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Thaviv, 1739 Straus Bldg.. Chicago. 
Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
Tracy Brown, Ad Sell R., Omaha. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchese 
ter, N. H. 

Vv 


Vagabonds, Oriole Terrace, Detroit. 
Vallee, Rudy, 10 FE. 60th St., _ = ° 
Van Surdam, H. E., Statler H., Buffalo. 
Van der Zanden, Ambassador H., N. 
Veo, Harold, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. ‘ 
Vescey, Armand, Ritz-Cariton H., N. ¥. C 
Vorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. Y. C 

Ww 
Waite, Fred, Samovar, Chicago. 
Watker, Ray, 466 Washington Ave. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Wagner, Sol., Davis H., Chicago. 

Warner, D., Egyptian B., Ocean Pk., Cal. 

Walsh, W., 212 E. Tremont Ave., N. ¥. C. 

Waring’s Penn., Variety, N. Y. c. 

Watson, Monk, Paramount T., L. A. 

Webster, Claude, Tearle Bldg., San Diego, 

Weede-Meyer Orc., c-o M. Cc. A., Paras 
mount Pldg., N. Y. Cc. 

Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H., S. F. 

Weems, Ted, c-o M. C. A. Paramount 

Bidg., N. Y. C. 

Werner, Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 

Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 

Whidden, id, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklyn, 

Whiteman, Paul, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. C 

Whitmer, Ken, Palace T., Dalias, 

Williams F., Regal T., Chicago. 

Wilson, Billy. Du Pont H., Wilmington. 

Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo, 
awVileon, l’,, Marcell Country Club, Pasa- 
aena. 

Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick St¢ 

Hanover, Pa. 

Winegar, Frank, Dance Box, Phila, 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf. Rube, Loew's State T., L. A. 
Wolfe, Leo, Vanity Fair, Chicago. 
Wolshan, J., El Patio B. R., Ss. £ 
Wunderlich, F., 1609 Ocean Ave., B'klym 
Wylie, Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 


Y 
Yates, Danny, Windsor H., Montreal. 
Young, L.., 1855 Prospect Pl., Brooklyn. 
Xounguman, H 852 Slsit Si., Brooklyn. 
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SPARKS 


Smart show again this season. 
Now under management of Amer- 
ican Circus Corp., whith bought 
property from Charley Sparks. Per- 
sonnel entirely revised, both at the 
gate and in the arena, although the 
frameup follows the _ traditional 
Sparks scenario. 


Central idea is speed and a tight- 
ly knitted performance. This one has 
been put together by wise showmen. 
Brisk performance and it would oc- 
cur only to an insider that they 
have cut the corners sharply in an 
effort to get down the nut. Show 
needs paint badly and it could be 
dressed better both under the top 
and outside around the lot. Menag- 
erie dens are pretty shabby. 


But the circus material is abun- 
dantly there, and the displays are 
shrewdly arranged to make the big- 
gest possible flash with the small- 
est possible quantity of material. 


H. B. Gentry is directing the 
troup and has gathered around him 
a staff of experienced showmen, 
both in the producing department 
and ahead and back. John Kelly, 
veteran of big top campaigns run- 
ning back further than the visiting 
outfielders when Ruth goes to bat, 
and with the accumulated experi- 
ence of a lifetime of trouping, is 
among the execs. He is active in 
more than one department. 


Paul Wenzel, producing clown, 
has evolved some excellent ideas. 
One he works ingeniously 1s an 
elaborate series of “chase” bits. In- 
visible wire arrangement hooks up 
a sort of floating figure behind a 
clown who does a scared swoop 
from the far end of the track to 
the entrance. Idea is twisted in 
many shapes. One has a prop tiger 
chasing the joey, another a flying 
goose. Kids went for this stuff 
heavy. 

New in the displays is a striking 
liberty horse flash, pu. on by Carlos 
Carreon who handles the ring stock 
this year. A dandy number work- 
ing both end rings. Twelve chest- 
nuts and dappled grays in one ring, 
six of each, and in the other 10 bays 
and blacks. Finale in the mix-up 
and reassembly by numbers with- 
out any visible cueing. Horse acts 
are new to this troup, which has 
always concentrated on its wild ani- 
mal features. These also are re- 
tained and somewhat expanded. 
Show is still light on its aerial fea- 
tures, although this year there is 
a bit of high material, with the 
Flying Walters, four men (two 
clowning) and a girl doing triple 
bar stuff over a net for the show’s 
finale. Nice display along routine 
lines and making a capital climax. 

Whole show is really grouped 
around two features—the wild ani- 
mals opening in an arena cage, and 
the Nelson family, versatile; group 
of two boys and five girls, smartly 
dressed for their principal contri- 
bution alone in the center ring and 
scattered throughout the evening in 
numerous specialties on the wire, 
on the ground and in the saddle. 


Prime interest, of course, centers 
in the wild animal stuff upon which 
the Sparks name was built. Re- 
sources of the Ballard, Bowers & 
Mugivan firm in menagerie material 
have gone to supplement the al- 
ready strong wild animal holdings 
of the Sparks. property. Fred 
Worske is the new handler of the 
eage display, supplemented by Mrs. 
Guilfoyle, wife of\the trainer who 
handled the cats until last year, 
when one of the lions nearly killed 
him and put an end to his career. 
Mrs. Guilfoyle works the leopards 
at the opening of the show, leaving 
the lions and tiger turn to Worske. 
The group includes seven leopards, 
eight lions and eight tigers, all mag- 
nificent beasts. 


The lion display is a pip, stage 
managed to perfection. Worske goes 
into the cage with plenty of parade 
of setting guards around the den 
armed with spears and bars and 
one man ostentatiously posted in 
the escape compartment. The big 
eats have been trained to displays 
of temper crouching and menacing 
the trainer, who from time to time 
draws his pistol to keep the brutes 
in order. Stage management makes 
2 great show of danger and de- 
livers a kick a second. Shifting is 
done quickly apparently direct from 
the menagerie dens, animals being 
run across the hippodrome track 
through a sort of latticed tunnel, at- 
tendants urging the cats along with 
bars which also is good “atmos- 
phere.” 

Usual program of striking the 
arena cage in the middle of the 
show is neatly handled. The instant 
the equestrian director's whistle 
(Charles Barry is current arena 
boss) blows, there are 20 uniformed 
men ready to swarm over the steel 
cage. While they are at work, a 
splendid group of leaping dogs— 
always a spectacular number—is 
turned loose in the hippodrome 
track. This is cut short, while two 
sets of smaller dogs are worked 
in end rings climbing high ladders 
and doing dizzy drops into nets. 
Swiftly on the heels of this novelty 
bit, the double liberty horse dis- 
Play is under way. Cage has been 
disposed of without interrupting the 
show. Trick is to hold the attention 
with a double change of spectacle 
all in less than four minutes. 

Introduction of the liberty horse 





feature into the show takes care of 
another strong feature, high school 
display employing 10 riders working 
in pairs, two to each ring and two 
on each side of the track. Mixed men 
and women riders for a pretty num- 
ber as to animals and routines, but 
not as well dressed for effect as it 
might be. 

Other riding display is a carrying 
act called the Walter Guice Family, 
five people, two comedy men, two 
principal riding women and an older 
woman doing a sort of ring mistress 
in the Wirth and Hanneford man- 
ner. Group apparently a composite 
of the Flying Walters and the Nel- 
son coterie. 

One of the Nelson girls also does 
a solo display in the center ring as 
Mile. Rosina, Queen of the Wire. 
Nice act, with the girl working 
mostly without parasol and featur- 
ing a sort of “arab” from the wire 
to the pedestal, done witheut bal- 
ancing aid, and also a cartwheel on 
the wire itself to a balance on the 
strand. likewise without parasol. 
Girls in the larger groups also serve 
for an early display, 10 women work- 
ing trick for trick on flying ladders 
scattered all around the top for a 
flashy all-femme number. 


Besides the features enumerated, 
is a quantity of filler material that 
points up the whole show—two 
trios of comedy acrobats, large va- 
riety of dog and pony turns, seal 
act of the familiar sort and of 
course the elephant display, involv- 
ing nine bulls worked in threes in 
all three rings and each trio worked 
by a girl. Spectacular bits here of 
big beasts tossing girls around and 
carrying them with trunk around 
girls’ waists or balanced on fore 
legs. 

Probably the applause item of the 
whole show, aside from the wild 
animal stuff was, as usual, a fairly 
simple feat, one of the Nelson girls, 
earrying sleigh bells on wrists and 
ankles, doing a long row of flip 
flops the length of the hippodrome 
track. “Football horses” (both end 
rir) early in the proceedings also 
were a wow for the kids. 


Show caught at Queens Village, 
Long Island, June 6, where business 
was good, but not up to last season’s 
in the same territory. Show is in 
Long Island earlier this season, but 
it gets in long before any opposition. 
School is still in session and the 
evenings pretty cool. Long Island 
for 10 years has been divided by 
Sparks and the Downey outfit. Last 
year they had trouble with an inter- 
loper in C. H. Hunt, barnstormer 
from down south who burned up 
the country with a tramp motor 
caravan, just ahead of both Downey 
Bros. and Sparks. Hunt hasn’t been 
around the Atlantic seaboard this 


ear. 

. Sparks’ show left Long Island 
Saturday making the 140-mile jump 
to Poughkeepsie over Sunday and 
is headed into Montreal. Outfit calls 
for 25 cars on the rails, but doesn’t 
look that heavy on the lot. Charles 
Sparks travelled in 20 cars when 
operating the show. Rush. 


TRAVERS SHOW 


Travers Chautauqua Corp. outfit 
is the first sizable outfit to get into 
the Metropolitan district this sea- 
son, playing Yonkers last week 
under the auspices of the local 
Woodmen, fraternal organization 
that doesn’t swank, sticks to small 
town membership and wields a lot 
of political influence. 

Travers show is fair in _ size, 
makes a good enough flash and in a 
splendid location in this stand drew 
the crowd. But they didn’t spend 
freely, and there’s no wonder. Year 
by year as Wariety looks these car- 
nivals over, the outstanding reac- 
tion is not that they are losing 
ground but that they have managed 
to survive at all. 

The outfit is in the same spot it 
occupied last year and bidding for 
the same patronage. There isn’t a 
new idea on the lot. Matter of fact, 
the whole carnival business hasn't 
evolved a new idea in the last five 
years. Routine repeating on the old 
stuff goes on season after season. 

This lot is typical. Location lies 
in a deep valley on the northeast 
fringe of Yonkers, within sight of 
passing motorists on the Sawmill 
road, main travel artery out of New 
York to the north. Surrounding 
hills are sprinkled with thousands 
of workmen’s homes. The carnival 
is splendidly lighted for a distant 
flash, and here it is visible for a 
mile in all directions. 

That attends to bringing the 
people in. On the lot the old ar- 
rangement prevails. Entrance is 
flanked by”~a hot dog and candy 
stand. In the center are the usual 
rides—Ferris wheel, merry-g0o- 
round, whip, caterpillar and aero- 
plane swing. There are a scatter- 
ing of fronts at the back of the lot, 
a ten-in-one at 20 cents and noth- 
ing worth while. 

E. M. Daly’s Hippodrome circus 
is another front, and a motordrome 
with monkeys on trick cars. For 
the rest, there are between 20 and 
25 merchandise wheel booths, blan- 
kets, dolls, jewelry, candy, etc., and 
a few games, 

Only two stands were playing 
money, both with a prop stock of 
cigarettes. They got a very mild 
piay aime eieht numbers, 
paying 50 cents. Woman operated 
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one of them. Probably played the 








generous straight percentage. 
Watching this one Yor 15 minutes, 
not a customer won a flat number, 
not to speak of the premium red 
that paida buck. Seemed no control, 
for no worker showed purposely let 
that time pass without making a 
parade of paying off. Workers here 
were the last word in listlessness, 
and that prevailed all over the lot. 


Games were usual ring pitch, roll 
downs and a couple of bucket 
games, none of which got a tumble. 

Daly’s Hippodrome circus was a 
darb. Gate was posted at 20c, but 
took a thin dime with gratitude. 
Show was larceny even at the 
price. Clown doing a Neil Burgess 
dame droned out three minutes of 
Joe Millers; barker came in and did 
a burlesque boxing match with a 
dwarf that hadn’t a giggle in it for 
a deficient six-year-old, and a 
plump girl in black tights did two 
splits and a slow back-over. A wax 
works show would be cheaper to 
keep and more interesting. 


The ten-for-one was little better. 
Fat man who also did fire eating. 
Human fish in a glass tank, girl 
who gave an electrical exhibition of 
fusing nails and things and a man 
who allowed the mob to watch him 
tattoo customers. Ballyhoo, inside 
lecture and performance, all utterly 
blah. 


Four or five ball throwing joints, 
half of them racks of dolls and half 
pyramids of prop milk bottles. 
These engaged older boys occasion- 
ally, probably because they em- 
ployed shills more than the other 
stores. Not a ripple for the bucket 
stands. The chumps must be wise 
to this institution, which is now 
about five years old.. They didn’t 
even take the trouble to shill these. 

Reason for the nobody-home atti- 
tude of the carnival workers prob- 
ably was that this was Friday eve- 
ning and the factories don’t pay off 
until Saturday. Or maybe the car- 
nival people have just become 
reconciled to the fact that their 
racket’s shot, and just go through 
the motions. Rush. 


7 


Reiss Shows 


Harry G. Mellville- Nat Reiss 
Shows, rated among the better car- 
nivals, parked on the lot on the 
Boston Post road near Stamford, 
Conn., last week, eighth of the sea- 
son. Making its way northward 
from Virginia, business was re- 
ported fairly good in spots, with the 
outfit getting its first actual bump 
in Stamford. 

Playing the same spot last season, 
the comparison proved the going 
considerably under normal. Ride 
men and shows gave “conditions” 
the explanation. One of the latter 
had taken in $400 up to Friday 
night. On the week last season the 
take was $1,300 and Saturday was 
not so forte for the outdoor racket. 

Trouble was weather. Too cool 
and two nights of rain. Friday eve- 
ning a fair gathering was on the lot 
when at 9:30 a shower chased the 
customers. Rain lasted for only a 
few minutes and the shows bene- 
fitted while trade for the rides went 
blocey. People who did not leave 
the ground were finally given a 
good wetting a bit later. 

The Reiss outfit is strong with 10 
rides, not counting the kiddie things 
and 10 shows, with from 40 to 50 
concessionaires. A new Fun on the 
Farm show, old fun house being re- 
named Whoopee. One of the rides 
is newly called the Lindy Loop, 
a circular dip. Best for the coun- 
try folk seemed to be the Cater- 
pillar, with the covering remaining 
throughout the trick. After the 
shower Friday, when the top rolled 
off, just one couple there. Among 
the shows is a motorcycle bowl with 
its own ballyhoo. 

Regarded as interesting was J. F. 
Murphy’s minstrels, an all-colored 
revue, running about 35 minutes. 
About 20 persons, including a nine- 
piece colored band. Has its own 
master of ceremonies, acrobatic 
fellow, also a couple of comics be- 
sides the “girls.” 

Better showing on the front was 
noticed by the Hawaiian show, with 
native and white musicians. Freak 
show has quite the longest frontage 
and seemed to be beating the illu- 
sion show across the lot. Minstrel 
show drew mostly. colored people. 
in good number. Probably a half 
dozen pitch games, most of the con- 
cessions having the usual spindles. 
Among the latter were two doll 
stores, on either side of the layout. 
Both had angled wheels with rub- 
ber balls, called the baseball game. 
Workers offered five to one on each 
number, with a home-run (about 
four slots on each wheel) calling for 
10 to one. Only concessions noticed 
playing for coin, and getting but a 
light play. A dime called for 50 
cents to a winner. Several players 
were going for 20 and 30 cents a 


roll. May have been shills, but 
didn’t look it. 
Local authorities probably in- 


sisted that wheel men state their 
proposition, because on each store 
were little signs newly printed stat- 
ing that numbers coming up on the 
red win the prize, while other col- 
ors win five more chances. On the 


10-cent wheels the space for actual 
winners was fractional half-inch 
spaces, as usual. Auspices, the 





Woodmen. 
Reiss show is on its way iv New 
| England. ibee. 
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Carnivals 


Baird & Porter, White Earth, Minn. 


Endy Shows, Minersville, Pa. 
Fairyland, Prescott, Ariz. 

John Francis, Omaha, Neb. 

W. A. Gibbs, Cherryvale, Kan. 
Greenburg Am, Co., Rigby, Ida. 
Hanes, No. 2, Lewisville, Tex. 
Howard Bros., Akron, O. 

Isler Greater, Grinnell, Ia. 

K. F. Ketchum’'s, McMechen, W. Va. 
Keystone Attractions, Indiana, Pa. 

Cc. R. Leggette, Altus, Okla. 
Levitt-Brown-Huggins, Portland, Ore. 
McClellan, Jefferson City, Mo. 
Melville-Reiss, Hartford, Conn. 
Michigan Greater, Muskegon, Mich, 
Karl Midditon, Dansville, N. Y. 
Miller Midway, Ponchitoula, Pa, 
Ralph R. Miller, Mansfield, La. 
Mississippi Valley, Haynesville, 


Monarch, Conway Springs, Kan. 
Morris & Castle, Ft. Dodge, Ia 


La. 


Baker. 
Ray’s Am. Co., Tyler, Minn. 
Rubin & Cherry, Fairmont, W. Va. 


Sandy’s, Newark, N. J 
Siebrand Bros., Fargo, 
J. Harry Six Attractions, 
17, Auburn, Ind, 

T. L. Snodgrass, Pittsburgh, Okla, 
Sol’s Liberty, Lansing, Mich. 


"N. D 








14, New Brighton; 15, Sharon. 


Ringling-B.-B. 
June 10, Cincinnati, O.; 11, 
Ky.; 12, Evansville, Ind.; 13, 
lll.; 13-16, St. Louis, Mo, 





Louisville, 





John Robinson 


June 10, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 








Prince Albert; June 20, Saskatoon, 
June 21, Yorkton; June 22, Regina. 





To Europe on Spec 


With 
slimmer 
for acts 





vaude ‘bookings’ getting 
and slimmer at this time 
of a circusy type, at least 
a dozen or more are getting ready 
to go to Europe on spec, 

Two left this week with another 
delegation slated to follow next 
week. 

Germany is the ostensible desti- 
nation of most of those going across 
at this time. 





MRS. JOHN RINGLING DIES 


Mrs. John Ringling, wife of the 
circus man, died June 8 at her 
home in New York City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ringling were con- 
stant companions. 





Meininger’s Summer Resort 
Chicago, June 11. 


H. A. (“Happy”) Meininger, who 
resigned as manager 


“101 Ranch,” 
joined Great States as general man- 
ager in Kankakee, 


Wis. 


FEEDING 30 HORSES 





to the circus man. 


men handling the horses. 





(For current week (June 10) when not 
otherwise indicated.) 

Alabama Am, Co., Lancaster, Ky. 
Alamo Expo., Stamford, Tex. 


Barkoot Bros., Huntington, Ind. 
Barlow's Big City, Elgin, IL 

Macy Barnhart, Marshall, Minn.; 17, 
Mahpeton, N. D. 

Beaty Shows, Springfield, Mo. 
Bernardi Greater, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Blue Ribbon, Monmouth, Ill. 

Brown & Dyer, Chester, Pa. 

Butler Bros., Rochelle, 11. 

Capital Am. Co., Wells, Minn. 
Coleman Bros., Warren, R. I. 

Cote Expo., Detroit, Mich. 

Craft's Greater, Yuba City, Calif. 

J. L. Cronin, Mansfield, O. 

DeKreko Shows, Monticello, Il. 
Dodson's Shows, Pipestone, Minn 


Frank J. Murphy, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
D. D. Murphy, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Pacific States, La Grande, Ore.; 17, 


Rubin & Cherry Model, Green Bay, Wis. 


Edgerton, 0.; 


Southern Tier, Utica, N. Y. 

Southern Valley, Stanton, Tenn.; 17, 
Brownsville. 

Sam E. Spencer, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Stanley Bros., 17, Manchester, W. Va. 
Steblar Bros., Marietta, O. 

W. T. Stone, Roselle, N. J. 

United Am. Co., Lilly, Pa. 

J. C. Weer, Bryan, O. 

Cc. F. Zeiger, Dayton, Wash. 
Circuses 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
June 10, Wheeling, W. Va.: 11, Wash- 
ington, Pa.; 12, Butler; 13, McKeesport; 


Mattoon, 


il, 
Muskegon; 12, Benton Harbor; 13, Laporte, 


Ind.; 14, South Bend; 15, Joliet, Ii. 
Sells- Floto 
June 10, Brockton, Mass.; 11, Lowell; 
12, Malden; 13, Lynn; 14, Salem; 46, 
Gloucester. 
Barnes’ 
June 17, Vegreville, Alta.; June 


18, No. Battleford, Sask.; June 19, 


for Great 
States Theatres in Elgin to go with 
but immediately re- 


has resigned 
again to manage a summer resort 
he purchased near Fond du Lac, 


Herbert Evans, manager, Luna 
Park, has 30 of John’ Ringling’s 
horses working there on an ar- 


rangement which don’t mean a dime 
Evans must pay 
for their feed and the salaries of the | 





IN FOR EXPOSE 
BY DAILIES 


Passaic, N. J., June 11. 
Theatre owners and newsapers in 





Passaic, have started a campaign 
against carnivals, Newspapers are 
asking the co-operation of theatre 
owners who have been hurt by the 
invasion of the crooked carnivals. 
Thev want to oust the carnivals out 
of northern New Jersey. 


The theatre owners have been 
asked by the dailies to help secure 
all kinds of evidence, beside that 
already being published by the 
dailies on all kinds of crooked con- 
cessions and gyp games practiced 
by the carnivals. 

This campaign will make the en- 
tire northern part of New Jersey 
a tough stand. Carnivals in Pas- 
saic this season have been taking 
the crowds wide open, and also 
hurting the attendance of the vaude 
and picture houses. 

Campaign will last one week, the 
dailies figuring in that time the 
public. will be wise to all the tricks 
practiced by the carnivals. 





Tops Pass Up Danbury 
For Lack of Lot Space 


Danbury, Conn., June 11. 


Indications are that western Con- 
necticut is to get but one circus 
this season. The Gentry show is 
in here August 27. Sparks was 
slated for earlier in the month but 
cancelled. 

Lack of lot made the big shows 
overlook this stand this year. The 
Sells-Floto was in last season and 
could only find enough space to put 
up the big top. 


Motorized Carnival 


Troy, N. Yy., June 11, 

The Southern Tier Shows, which 
have been playing dates hereabouts 
recently, are completely motorized 
this year. The carnival] troupe uses 
five big trucks with four good- 
sized trailers, an office wagon, and 
two tractors, all being painted a 
vivid shade of orange, ; 

When the jumps are short the 
tractors move under their own 
power; at other times they are 
hoisted on the trucks like pieces of 
luggage. 

The concessionaires also own or 
hire small trucks, while the show 
people have cars of their own. ¥ 











AHEAD AND BACK 


Harry Reiners and E. 8S. Vinson, 
press work for “Chippies” (Bel- 
mont). 

Tom Bashaw is doing the pub- 
licity for Gest’s “Passion Play.” 





“COLLEGIATE” UNIT FOR FAIR 


Chicago, June 11. 


Corn Palace show in Mitchell, S. 
D., opening Sept. 23, will use the 
Keith “Collegiate” unit and addi- 
tional acts, booked by T. J. Car- 
mody, chief W. V. M. A. booker. 





Cleve Moore, added to “Footlights 
and Fools,” FN, 

“Sweetie” replaces Par. 
“Siss, Boom, Barbara.” 

James Whale to direct “Old Lady 
Shows Her Medals,” Par. 

Dudley Digges added to 
demned,” U. A. 

M-G has bought “Springboard,” 
Alice Duer Miller’s novel. William 
Haines will be starred. 

Walter Pidgeon, Sidney Blackmer, 
and Florence Oakley, added to “A 
Most Immoral Lady,” FN. 

Antonio Moreno, Dorothy Revere, 
Caroll Nye and Tom Ricketts for 
“Light Fingers,” Col. Henebery di- 
recting. 

Edward I, Luddy co-directing 
with Bill Beaudine of “No, No, Nan- 
ette,’ FN. Lucien Littlefield cast 
addition. H. E. Rodgers doing con- 
tinuity and dialog. 


title of 


“Con- 
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~. Plays Out of Town 








(Continued from page 61) 


One of them, “Great Day,” will be 
moved up to the first act, according 
to dope, and other, “Without a 
Song,” will be plugged in second 
act, Latter looks most promising 
of two despite management's par- 
tiality for the other. 

In addition, there is a crooning 
solo, “More Than You Know,” 
sung by Marion Harris, in the first 
act, and reminiscent of Helen Mor- 


gan's type of numbers. It's a 
corker, and when she does it in 
front of the curtain, standing 
against proscenium arch, she 
stopped the show even the first 
night when song came altogether 


too soon after rising of curtain, 


The fourth potential hit is 
“Happy When I'm With You,” a 
crackerjack sentimental duet which 
ean and should be worked up with 
dance reprises. 

The score is solid with meat 
throughout, and there’ are even a 
couple more possible hits in addi- 
tion to these four. Youmans seems 
to have held nothing back for this 
show of his own. 

The book, right now, is terrible. 
Laid in and around New Orleans in 
period between 1900 and 1913, i 
deals with a girl's inherited passion 
for gambling. In prologue, father’s 
craze for the horses and how it 
ruined him is shown. Girl is later 
shown as familiar figure in gam- 
bling house, unable to keep away 
from the tables. She goes from bad 
to worse; antagonizes her sweet- 
heart and sinks to poverty and a 
job in a low dive. Rehabilitation 
occurs when she helps save her 
sweetheart’s plantation when levee 
breaks and his crops are threatened. 

This levee disaster was plugged 
as something sensational in me- 
chanical staging. The first night the 
effect was laughable, but this has 
been somewhat improved since, al- 
though still far from having a real 
thrill. 

Comedy relief is supplied by two 
negroes, originally workers around 
the stables of the father’s planta- 
tion. Otherwise, they haven’t a 
thing to do with plot, and attempt 
to have them help tell the story (as 
Ruggles did in “Rainbow’) is not 
successful. Character comedy is 
also intended for role of Pooch, old 
stable man, who becomes driver of 
dilapidated Victoria, and whose 
ruling passion is hatred of automo- 
biles, This role should be more ef- 
fective than it is, and may be when 
re-cast. 

Marion Harris puts over her big 
mumber great, and all her vocal 
work is excellent, but she does not 
seem well cast as this sweet, de- 
mure heroine. Don Lanning is 
agreeable as the hero, doing all he 
can with a tough assignment. Poor 


“Miller and Lyles were swamped 


with far too much and very inferior 
material at the opening, but their 
parts have been cut since, and 
eventually, they should get their 
share of laughs. Allys Dwyer did 
very well by the role of a siren, 
artiste,in the French opera com- 
pany, and Gilbert Holland sang 
with magnificent effect the two 
spiritual numbers. Both Miss 
Dwyer and Holland are out, how- 
ever, as is Charles Dow Clark who 
did not fit the role of Podch, George 
Rosener will take over this part. 

There is a big negro vocal chorus, 
but very little dancing in the show, 
either white or black. Eight white 
dancing girls, without routines, 
were buried at opening, but Dave 
Bennett, who has been called in, is 
giving them something more to do. 
Edward McGregor has been called 
in to restage the book. 

On opening, the credits were as 
follows: Story conceived by You- 
mans, book by John Wells and Wil- 
liam Cary Duncan, lyrics by Billy 
Rose and Edward Elliscu, music by 
Youmans, dances by Charles Davis, 
staged by Oscar Eagle. 

Some of the sets are very attrac- 
tice, but all are badly lighted, This 
is another thing that ig being im- 
proved. Costumes are colorful and 
good. 

Show shculd have real atmos- 
phere and charm and with its lilting 
score ought to have been a wow, It 
will take a lot of work to make it 
one now. Waters. 


Boston, June 1. 
A comedy in four acts by Edward Shel- 
don and Margaret Ayer Barnes; produced 


by Brady and Wiman; ataged by W. E. 
Watts and Jane Cowl; at the Plymouth, 


May 27. 
John R. Weatherby.......... Guy Standing 
Ee ccvbeceanovccccssctocdocess Robert Lowe 
Dr. Leonard Gerrish......... Hale Norcross 
Bustace Wade......ccssceess: Lewis Martin 
Cissy Weatherby.........Katherine Emmet 
- Prince Miranoff............ Coburn Goodwin 
Jack Weatherby...... Cbeccese Ben Lackland 
Nora Weatherby............Miren Evensen 
Alec Ame@S.....++. eeeceses-Harold Webster 
Jenny Valentine...... eesccsecesa Jane Cowl 


Angela Weatherby.............Joyce Carey 





Jane Cowl is all set for next sea- 
son for this one. 

She rehearsed it with her present 
road company and decided to open 
it cold in Boston, partly through 
superstition, but mainly through 
pond indgement, ta see how it shaned 


, up for fall. 


It looked hopeless opening night, 
gunning perilously close to midnight. 


- hack. 


Much of the dialog was as blah asa 
forenoon broadcast. Then the axe 
was superbly swung and by the end 
of the week the curtain fell at 10:40 
on a comedy that is duck-soup for 
Miss Cowl and will amble on for 
years in stock. 

“Jenny” is a set-up for both the 
star and for Guy Standing. She al- 
ways has been a big draw among 
the femmes, but this show will find 
the married men dragging their 
wives to see it. The theme of the 
play revolves about a good-natured 
and morally pure husband whose 
family ran him so ragged that he 
finally was seduced, and, horrible 
to imagine, he found it wonderful 
and told the whole family to go ina 
Maybe those married men in 
the $3 seats don’t dig their elbows 
into friend wife’s ribs and say “I 
don't blame him a bit.” 

Play is still talky, and in spots the 
dialog is still so sticky it taxes the 
ability of both Miss Cowl and Stand- 
ing to make it stand up. But every 
performance finds more of the blah 
eliminated and more speed and 
snap to both lines and situations. 

And the audience says “Atta boy!” 
and all the married men tell all the 
other married men to take their 
wives to see Jane Cowl’s new 
show. Libbey. 


St. George’s New Show 
(PARIS) 


Paris, May 26. 
The new chamber of horrors 
roofed in the Comoedia building as 
a competitive brother of the Grand 
Guignol, which bears the dignified 
name of the Theatre Saint-Georges, 
has its third program since inaugu- 
ration. Latest comprises four items 
without any particular attractions, 
the most important being “Les Man- 
geurs d’Homme” (Man _ Eaters), 
two-act drama by Andre Perye. 
It refers not only to tigers, but to 
the white men in the tropics who 
rob each other, An Italian decides 
to sell out and return home, but 
companions swindle him of his sav- 
ings at poker. Victim gets revenge 
with abundance of blood and thun- 
der in which uncanny Chinamen and 
snakes create the thrills. 
“La Verite” (“The Truth”), one- 
act comedy by Pierre Wolff, pleased, 
of various patients a doctor receives 
daily. Paul Clarins is the physician 
with pathos and humor, 
“Coco, Cherie,” one-act farce by 
Leon Michel and Alfred Vercourt is 
about auto-suggestion. A druggist 
prevails on a painter to take a drug 
to seek inspiration. It is not dope. 
Sufficient to put the artist to sleep 
while his rival flirts with his model. 
The fourth is another one-act 
piece, “Trop de remede est un poi- 
son” (Too Much Remedy Is a Poi- 
son”), by Paul Bourget, if you 
please. A boy is reared beyond his 
station by a benefactor with the re- 
sult he shuns his humble mother. 
The latter attempts to destroy the 
property of the man who helped her 
son, holding him responsible for her 
unhappiness. Another poor devil is 
about to be condemned for having 
set fire to the forest, when the 
woman confesses her crime. This 
literary gem was heartily applauded. 
The troupe is good and in an in- 
teresting entertainment. 
It will make the Grand Guignol sit 
up, Kendrew. 


-LITERATI 


(Continued from page 58) 


father’s publishing business 
barring him from that, 








not 





Liberty has won Rex Beach 
away from Cosmopolitan. That au- 
thor gained fame in Cosmopolitan 
under Ray Long’s tutelage. 





James Abbe, formerly New York 
photographer, stopped off in Holly- 
wood while on a tour of the world. 
He is writing special features for 
European papers and magazines. 





Odd McIntyre is about due to 
make his annual pilgrimage to 
filmville. 





B. L. Dennison has returned to his 
former desk on the Chicago Herald 
Examiner, succeeding Bert Coffey, 
who in turn succeeded him, 





The Vanguard Press is publish- 
ing Edward D. Sullivan's “Rattling 
the Cup on Chicago Crime.” The 
book is an expose of the Chicago 
uncerworld, much as “Reign of 
Rothstein” for New York. Some of 
the Chicago bad boys of whom 
Sullivan writes are Scarface Al Ca- 
pone, Dion O'’Banion, the Gennas, 
Hymie Weiss and Johnny Torrio. 





Samuel Inselbuch, of the Jewish 
Publicity Services, representing 
Broadway in the Jewish press, has 
gone on an extended tour ol baies- 
tine, Egypt and the Continent, He 
is accompanied by his wife. 








Pushing Out Stocks 


Stocks are closing fast. Sev- 
eral reasons advanced, but the 
one seeming most formidable 
is the talker. 


RITZY 
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tel Surry in East 76th street last 
October. 




















Actors Renting 

Will Mahoney has rented an 
apartment at 40 East 66th street. 
Mary Cervoss, leading lady of 
“Street Scene,” has rented an 
apartment at 400 East 49th street. 
Romney Brent, actor, has leased an 
apartment in the same house, Al- 
bert Hackett has taken a cottage 
at Syosset, L. I., for the summer. 
He supports Eddie Cantor in 
“Whoopee.” Henry Hadley, com- 
poser, and conductor of the Man- 
hattan Symphony Orchestra, has 
bought a duplex studio apartment 
at 15 West 67th street, after having 
for many years occupied a house in 
London Terrace, West 23d street, 
now to be improved by towering 
structures, 





Still Walking 

Eleonora Sears, 47-year-old Bos- 
ton heiress, who has broken all 
records by walking from Newport 
to Boston, recently broke another 
by walking from Fontainbleu to 
Paris, 42% miles, in 8 hours 35 
minutes. Having dressed in man- 
nish fashion since girlhood, she has 
always been interested in athletics. 
She has friends in society and bo- 
hemia, P 

Daughter of Frederick R. Sears 
of Boston, Miss Sears is sister of 
the conservative Mrs. ,.Bayard 
Tuckerman and the lively Frederick 
Sears who in 1924 married Norma 
Fontaine, formerly of the chorus 
on the Century Roof. Norma's 
wedding occurred at the estate of 
the Duke of Argyll, in Scotland, 
rented for the season by Gurnee 
Munn, friend of Freddie. Gurnee 
married a daughter of the late Rod- 
man Wanamaker, and her sister be- 
came her sister-in-law by marry- 
ing Ector Munn. Norma Fontaine 
was an intimate friend of the late 
Charlotte Carter, who was at one 
time often encountered with the 
late Reginald Vanderbilt. 





Mrs. Belmont 
Mrs. August Belmont recently 
bought a co-operative apartment at 
14 East 90th street for her mother, 
Mrs. Madge Carr Cook. Before be- 
coming the second wife of the fash- 
ionable financier, Mrs. Belmont 
starred on Broadway as Eleanor 
Robson, and her mother starred also 
in “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patch.” Madge Carr married the 
late Augustus Cook, actor, noted 
for his impersonation of Napoleon. 

Eleanor Robson was born in 
England, but was educated in a 
convent on Staten Island. She acted 
in San Francisco in 1897, with the 
Daniel Frawley company. After 
stock engagements in Denver and 
Milwaukee, she landed on Broadway 
in 1900 in “Arizona,” along with 
Vincent Serrano and Edgar Sel- 
wyn. 

As Mrs. August Belmont, she is 
a sister-in-law of Mrs. Oliver Bel- 
mont (divorced from the late W. K, 
Vanderbilt) and of Mrs. Perry Bel- 





mont (divorced from Henry T. 
Sloane). 
Jeanne Eagels, recorded on old 


programs as Jennie Eagels, has sold 
her fine house and grounds in the 
hills back of Ossining, near the 
property of Gerard Swope, president 
of the General Electric Co. 

The actress, who started in the 
chorus of musical comedy and be- 
came a star in the legit, acquired 
the estate after marrying Edward 
H. (“Ted”) Coy, once famous col- 
lege football player. Coy had been 
divorced by Sophie Meldrim, mother 
of his two children. Mrs. Meldrim 
Coy was then reported engaged to 
the late Frank A. Munsey, mil- 
lionaire publisher, from whom she 








inherited a legacy. 

Finally Coy married Lottie Bruhn, 

Stork for Durants 

The stork reported due at the 
Basil Durants. sasil, who years 
ago danced in smart hotels and 
cabarets with Margaret Hawks- 
Worwun, 18 a s0Nn OI Villiain west 


Durant, who once owned vast tracks 
uf land in the Adirondacks. He was 


~~ Inside Stuf—Music 


“Climax’s” Theme Song 

When Universal started production on the all talking “Climax,” writ. 
ten by Edward Locke and produced on Broadway a number of years ago, 
it was forced to omit the main song of the play called “Song of the 
Soul” due to the publishers, Chappell-Harms not holding all rights. 

Victor Schertzinger was assigned to write two songs for the picture, 
which were recorded. Last week Universal was informed Chappell- 
Harms had finally secured all the world rights to the “Song of the Soul.” 
U is including it in the picture as the theme song, 








Richest Composer 
Discussions as to the richest composer in New York resulted in 
Jerome D. Kern being designated. For many years Kern collected 
rare books and not long ago sold them outright for $1,500,000, 
Irving Berlin, however, should be heavily considered, 





$5,000 Stipulation 

One clause in Paul Whiteman’s Universal contract precipitated unex. 
pected grief in the purchasing department, Just a little thing like a new 
baby grand piano. 

Investigation uncovered the price as $5,000. Effort to substitute some- 
thing just as good met with cold indifference. When the agency was 
approached the inquirer was informed the price was the same, for one 
or 10. There was no out. 


Producers Contract Form 


(Continued from page 59) 


upon the payment of which the producer shall be discharged of and from 
all liability whatsoever hereunder, subject, however, to the provisions of 
paragraph 5 hereof. 

8. If during the first or last week of the artist's employment hereunder 
the artist shall have actually appeared before the camera or been on 
call less than six (6) full days, then the artist’s salary for such week shall 
be prorated, and for this purpose one day's salary shall be one-sixth (1/64 
of the weekly rate. If the services of the artist at the commencement 
of the term hereof are to be rendered at a place which can be reached 
from the producer's studio within twenty-four (24) hours of travel by 
ordinary means of transportation, then and in that event compensation 
shall not begin to accrue to the artist until the artist’s first appearance 
before the camera at such place or until the artist is first put on call at 
such place; provided, however, that in any event compensation must com- 
mence to accrue to the artist not later than forty-eight (48) hours after 
such place has been reached; and compensation shall accrue to the artist 
during the time reasonably required to return the artist to Los Angeles, 
If the services of the artist at the commencement of the term hereof are 
to be rendered at a place which cannot be reached from the producer's 
studio within twenty-four (24) hours of travel by ordinary means of 


shall 
transportation, then and in that event compensation shall not commence 


to accrue to the artist during such travel period and prior to the artist’s 
first appearance before the camera at such place, or prior to the time 
when artist is first put on call at such place; provided, however, that in 
any event compensation must commence to accrue to the artist not later 
than forty-eight (48) hours after such place has been reached; and com- 
pensation — — accrue to the artist during the time reasonably re- 
quired to return the artist to Los Angeles. The producer need pay no 
salary during any period that the artist is incapacitated, by illness or 
otherwise, from performing the required services hereunder, and in the 
event of such illness or incapacity the producer, at its option, may ter- 
minate this employment without further liability. A week shall be 
deemed to start on... -..and end on the succeeding 
ere er If during such week the artist shall have 
actually appeared before the camera or been on call six (6) days or 
less, including Sunday, the artist shall not be entitled to additional com- 
pensation for services rendered on Sunday. If, however, during such 
week the artist shall have actually appeared before the camera or been 
on call each day, the artist shall receive one day's additional compensa- 
tion for the services rendered by the artist on Sunday, and for this 
purpose, also, one day’s salary shall be one-sixth (1/6) of the weekly 
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rate. Compensation to the artist hereunder shall be payable on 
ows esate seeccceccecceeses- fOr services rendered up to and including the 
BPOCOGINE . cc cevccce douatane beehennee 


9. All notices which the producer is required or may desire to give to 
the artist may be given either by mailing the same addressed to the artist 
Meats phbels.a70's ant ateeenee ....+-, Los Angeles, California, or such notice 
may be given to the artist personally, either orally or in writing. 

10. THE ARTIST MUST KEEP THE PRODUCER’S CASTING 
OFFICE OR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF SAID PHOTOPLAY 
ADVISED AS TO WHERE THE ARTIST MAY BE REACHED BY 
PHONE WITHOUT UNREASONABLE DELAY. Y 


11. Should any dispute arise between the parties hereto with reference 
to this contract or the employment herein provided for, such dispute may 
be referred to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, by 
either party hereto. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agree- 
ment the day and year first above written. 


(Producer) 
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(Artist) 

THIS CONTRACT HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE PRODUCERS 
AND ACTORS BRANCHES AND APPROVED AND RATIFIED 
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ACADEMY 
OF MOTION PICTURE ARTS AND SCIENCES 


Rider for Standard Form Artist’s Contract, accepted by the Producers’ 
and Actors’ Branches and approved and ratified by the Board 
of Directors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 


eeevreeeeeoee 


The terms “motion picture,” “photoplay,” or words of similar tenor as 
used herein shall include, but not be limited to, all forms of motion 
pictures produced and/or exhibited with or accompanied by sound and/or 
voice recording and reproducing devices. The producer shall have the 
right to record and reproduce the artist’s voice and all instrumental, 
musical, and other sound effects in connection with the artist’s acts, 
poses, plays, and appearances hereunder, and shall also have all rights 
of every kind and character in and to all recordations and/or reproduc- 
tions which are used in said photoplay or in the advertising or exploita- 
tion thereof. If after the completion of the customary photographing 
of said character (either with or without sound or talking scenes or 
sequences) the producer shall desire the services of the artist in con- 
nection with any sound or talking scenes or sequences, then and in that 
event the artist agrees to render his services therein as and when so 
desired by the producer, as and when the artist is not otherwise employed, 
and the artist shall be paid therefor at the same rate as herein provided, 
from the time when his services are first rendered in connection with 
such sound or talking scenes or sequences, including rehearsals, until 
the completion of his services in connection therewith; provided, however, 
that retakes, added scenes or changes in sound or talking scenes or 
sequences shall be governed by the provisions of paragraph 2 hereof 
relative to other retakes, added scenes or changes. 





divorced from Jeannette Lathrop. 


' Glaenzer attended the couple. Jules 
His present wife was Marjorie Mc- 


is with Cartier, and his wife for- 





Call, who divorced Paul V. Shields, | merly danced professionally as 
iatner OL her daughter, barbara, Kendall Lee, Durant having been 
At the marriage last summer at] one of her partners, at the Ever- 





Southampton, Mr. and Mrs. Jules 


glades Club, Palm Beach. 
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Phones: Central 0644-4401 List. 
State-Lake |}eral years ago, were individually, mer to only five houses. It was|supposedly does bride, Eleanor! Play House, to lecture on theatre in 


Having cashed in on the initial | routined for a stroll up stage and 


novelty of sound, meanwhile ad- 
justing each week’s vaude bill to 


suit, the State-Lake this week goes 
into normalcy with a standard six- 
act policy, no matter what the 
screen may hold. Hitherto the 
house has economized with as few 
as four acts when the picture looked 
hot box-office. 

State -Lake played MUniversal’s 
“Scandal” two weeks ago. This 
week it’s Pathe’s “The Office Scan- 
dal.” To offset the similarity, house 
is advertising the film as “the 
OFFICE scandal.” 

Show is an all-around good line- 


up, containing two standard big- 
time acts. One is Natacha Nattova, 
headlined, assisted in interpretive 


dance routines by three men, Open- 
ing number is a “moth and_fiame” 
adagio. Closer is a sensational girl 
and three-man adagio in which 
Nattova is thrown from man to 
man and finally used as a jumping 
rope by the trio. 

Other full-stage act is Long Tack 
Sam, a great showman, In his com- 
pany presenting a full variety show 
are his two Americanized song, 
dance and musical daughters and 
nine men of acrobatic, juggling and 
trick novelty talent. Sam opens the 
act with some snappy magic, and 
from then on is a perfect English- 
speaking m.c. with an wunerring 
sense of American humor. 

Nattova third and Sam closing. 
First were Three Whirlwinds, male 
roller-skating trio in an expert rou- 
tining of stationary whirls, excep- 
tionally fast. Hal Neiman spotted 
second and walked over with his 
special songs and talk material de- 
livered in tramp outfit. Affected 
English diction is the laugh basis. 
Walter “Dare” Wahl and pert little 
unbilled partner were fourth in 
comedy acrobatics arranged and 
sold for first houses. Scored big 
here, 

Next-to-closing held Watson and 
Cohan, doing Hebe dialog in the 
established and reliable manner. 
Sure for any house. 

Business Sunday afternoon fair. 

Bing. 





Ritz 

This week’s Associationn showing 
brought out only five acts as the 
agents have a tough time getting 
their talent to go out in the sticks 
at the close of the season. 

Ruth Sisters and Moore opened. 
Girls sing and dance as best they 
can, and Moore divides his time be- 
tween his banjo and a bit of eccen- 
tric stepping. Nothing unusual in 
the act, although Moore’s dances 
fairly well done. 

Stanley Washa played on a hor- 
monica. Washa ran through his 
numbers too fast. He has ability 
and might go into picture houses. 

Curtis, Ray and Edwards, two 
men and a girl, have a skit involv- 
ing a cop, nurse and lunatic. Gags 
old, but went over moderately well, 
and the act should go in any small 
time house, 

Bell and Curtis, man and a girl, 
pulled the best hand of the evening 
and rated it. The girl is an able 
foil for Bell’s gags, some good and 
many weak with age, and puts over 
a couple of fast ones herself. Bell, 
in addition to his gagging, sings 
passably and has a couple of good 
eccentric tap routines that round 
out a suitable turn for family 
houses. 

Stein Esther Four, two men and 
two girls, closed with poor dancing 
by the girls and fairly good acro- 
batics, standard stuff, by the en- 
semble, The men could go it alone 
to their advantage, but maybe it’s 
a family affair. 

“The Woman I Love” (FBO), 
feature. Loon. 





Belmont 

Style shows are inevitable. Every 
once in a while they crop out, and 
in strange places. For a last half 
bill in this Keith house just one of 
those fashion parades took up more 
than an hour and nothing hap- 
pened. At least business remained 
the same—terrible. 

Hook-up was made with the Wie- 
_boldt department store, which sup- 
plied everything, including 50 per 
cent of the cost of three acts, eight 
girls and five additional men to the 
house orchestra of seven. AS an 
incentive for the neighborhood 
‘women to hie themselves to the de- 
partment store for a summer ward- 
robe the fashion display was any- 
thing but glamorous. Again as en- 
tertainment show was slow, draggy 
and tedious. About the only thing 
in the entire layout was the m. c. 
antics of Freddie Stritt. Latter, ex- 
perienced picture house maestro, 
found a soft spot here. So much so 
that he didn’t think it necessary to 
stay on stage for the finale, prefer- 
ring to loiter in the audience and 
kibitz. Stritt’s ad lib in that direc- 
tion was both uncalled for and un- 
showmanly. Show was plenty weak, 
anyway, and with Stritt’s absence 
from the finish it went floppy. 

Fashion gals, led by Viola Allen, 


down the house runway. Group in 
toto would have made a comely im- 
pression and built the production 
to better proportion, but they never 
got together. 

Augmented band on stage con- 
ducted by Art Frasik sounded off 
color and tone, In one instance 
‘way off, where a serious minded 
and probably good tenor was trying 
to catch up with the music with sad 
results. Of the specialty acts Er- 
hardt Bros., conventional steppers, 
did well with set-up routines fa- 
miliarly executed. Boys’ main ad- 
vantage is their youth. Royal Ve- 
netian Five, three men and two 
women, were out of place with na- 
tive tunes and’ costumes. Other- 
wise presentable as a singing and 
instrumental offering. Accordion 
solo by one of the men was best. 

Stritt’s gagging and singing had 
him bobbing in and out and scoring 





figured by systematic check-up that 
the remaining 10 houses, all neigh- 
borhoods, will not be seriously af- 
fected by elimination from the pa- 
pers. 

Houses still carrying ads are the 
Congress, Balpark, Covent, State 
and Windsor. Considered most im- 
portant on the circuit. 





Harry Santley, outside booker in 
the William Morris office, although 
reported leaving, will remain in the 
office. 

‘ — 

Clyde Shubert, manager Crystal 
stock, St. Joe, Mo., blew the night 
after the company opened. The 
company has been playing on the 
commonwealth plan. 








Ambassador stock closed June 8. 
Kedzie stock closes June 15. 





Fred Gilford and Elmer Benesch 


| Hayes, 26, Chicago, whom he mar- 
ried here April 16, according to local 
ilicense bureau records, 

Ray Bateson, Detroit stock actor, 
pulled a fast one on the John Laws 
of Hillsdale, Mich. Nabbed for driv- 
ing without a license. While in sta- 
tion, call came from’ Toledo asking 
he be held for auto theft here. 
Heard name repeated, leaped out 
window, and several shots from a 
shotgun failed to stop him, 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 





Ambassador—'‘Wheel of Life’; stage 
show. 

Fox—‘“The Valiant’; vaude. 

Loew's State—"'Voice of the City’; 
shorts. 

Missouri— ‘Time, Place and Girl"; 
stage show. 


Midtown—Dark. 
Grand Central—'‘‘Noah’'s Ark.” 
tit. Louis— Vaudfilm. 
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until that faux pas he committed at; Madlin, both neighborhood grinds, 
the finale. This boy is clever and|from Berling & Tague. They will 


would shine where suitably spotted. 
Pathe Review only added short 

on the screen, with “The Pagan” 

(M-G, sound) feature, Loop. 





Englewood 

A snappy little neighborhood bill, 
made almost historic by a revue act 
that has something besides flash. 
“Pirate Queen Revue” is a bad title 
for a good act, with an unbilled song 
and dance girl of a hot build, sup- 
ported by a male vocal chorus of 
six. Starts tritely with the gal in 
“one” falling asleep. Everything 
from then to the finish a dream. 

Routine is a skillfully processioned 
series of pop .and old time song 
numbers, picked to actually make 
story and continuity, and inter- 
spersed with a couple of dance rou- 


tines by the lead. First half is in 
a full stage desert island set, with 


the men as pirates. Last part with 
the company in sailor suits. Voices 
good. Worthwhile act for the mid- 


west intermediates. 


Hall and Ermine in next-to-clos- 
ing have basically eastern material 
but caught on heavily after a very 
quiet start. Hall is doing “impres- 
sions” of James Barton, Lew Kelly 
and Joe Cook, and for all the 63rd 
and Halstead customers- knew he 
might have been doing Ethel Barry- 
more. O’Brien and Josephine, han- 
dling the deuce comedy commission, 
didn’t fare so well. Fault is ma- 
terial. One short period of special 
dialog was full of laughs, and the 
remainder piekup stuff, old and 
weak. Laugh lines are shared evenly. 
by the man and girl, with numerous 
harmony spots bringing out her tal- 
ent at imitating musical instru- 
ments. 

Anderson and Burt, mixed team, 
third in a special Alpine set for 
comedy dialog identifying them as 
a honeymoon couple climbing the 
Alps. Special bright material, good 
for any house, but there’s need for 
a stronger finish. Loud laughs 
throughout spoiled by weak closing 
applause. Openers were Venetia 
Clark trio, girl and man on tight 
wire with fill-ins by pantomime 
clown on floor. Fair family starter. 

‘Voice of Storm” (FBO), film. 

Business good. Bing. 





Julius Lamm, who recently took 
over three houses in Kenosha, Wis., 
with Sam Abrahams, has purchased 
the Uptown Majestic in Racine and 
is using a stage band policy. 

Don Tranger, m. c. 

Billy Diamond has added the 
Capitol, Marshalltown, Ia., to his 
association books. Three acts Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 








Great States have taken over the 
Orpheum and Palm, Rockford, Iil., 
in which they held a half interest, 
from the Forest City Theatre Corp. 





L & T Greater Talkie Theatres, 


formerly carrying 2 full display in 


newspaper ads of all its 15 wired ! posed for two years as a fim actor. | 


local beauty contest winner of sev-' houses, has cut down for the sum- 





wire the Ashland with W. E. equip- 
ment, Gilford now operates the 
Century alone, while Benesch has 
the Avon and Liberty. 





Capitol—"*'Weary River’’; shorts. 





Leon Errol here to appear in the 
first three productions of the Gar- 
den theatre (al fresco), beginning 
June 22 





Municipal Opera opened with cold 
weather last week with “The Love 
Call.” “Student Prince” this. week. 





Peter Grieg, president of the Thé- 
atre Society, sponsors of the Gar- 
den, has announeed the personnel 
of the musical stock company for 
the summer season. His list in- 
cludes Katheryn Manners, James B. 
Carson, Edward Carr, Ethelynne 
Bradford, Imogene Coca, Floyd Eng- 
lish, Virginia Smith and Victor Cas- 
more. 





Bernardino Molinari, orchestra di- 
rector of the Augusteum, Rome, has 
been engaged as guest conductor cf 
the St. Louis Symphony for next 
season. His engagement was made 
possible through an adjustment of 
time conflicts, Other conductors 
will be Arbos, Goossens and Georg 
Szell. 





SAN DIEGO 


By LON J. SMITH 
Rumors of changes here have 





Sam Ludwig, who took the Vita- 
graph theatre from L&T, has taken 
over the Midway, closed several 
months. Ludwig will wire and re- 
open with straight pictures. 

Midway has had a checkered ca- 
reer, with vaude, burlesque, stock 
and pictures. Johnny Mendico, last 
lessee of .the house, tried everything 
to pull it out of the red but had to 
close. 





Lew West booking picture houses 
and clubs in Sun office. 


Eagles, Wabash, Ind., is using 
three acts Thursdays in addition to 
regular sound bills. Carrell’s book- 
ing. 








Consolidated Amusement Co. of 
Logansport, Ind., will produce “My 
Dixie Rese” and “The Old Home 
Town” this fall and also book eight 
musical shows under standard shar- 
ing contracts. 





B&K will erect 1,800-seater on 
Milwaukee avenue, to be turned 
over to L & T, subsidiary, for opera- 
tion when completed. It will be a 
straight sound house, all on the 
ground floor and minus a stage. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 

Paramount — “Rainbow Man” -stage 
show. 

State—"‘Thru Different Eyes.” 
Vita-Temple—‘“‘Noah's Ark.” 
Valentine—"‘East Is East.” 

eon—Prisoners,.”’ 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 
Ohio-—Change. 
World—Chanege. 
Sylvan—Change. 








Changes in local Publix staff. 
Jack Jackson, p. a., goes to Roches- 
ter, succeeded by Ross Wiegand, W. 
Marsh Gallner managing Princess 
reopens June 22. 





James Manton back as assistant 
manager of Vita-Temple, after some 
time spent in Soutna. Enlarged 
screen used, with special sceric and 
lighting effects, and price hiked to 
75¢e, for “Noah’s Ark,” 





Paramount only local house to 
feature refrigeration system in 
marquee advertising during recent 
hot spell. Biz showed it. 





Reopening of Palace 
stock), set for Labor Day. 


(Wright 





Tom DeVaux plans return to To- 
ledo after 10 years in restaurant biz 
in Los Angeles. 





Herman Shook, 22, confessed 
hold-up man, nabbed in Detroit 
when he admitted splitting $100,000 
with pal in last two years, has 


Mother believes he’s an actor, as 


fallen flat. Lots of talk recently 
about the Spreckels changing hands, 
but been no action as yet. Dodge 
and Hayward continue to operate 
the house. 

New Fox at 7th and B streets is 
rising rapidly. House should be 
ready to open in the fall. 

Miami Campbell, leading woman 
of Savoy stock, has been replaced by 
Marie Gray. Edmund Smith new 
juve and got over nicely. 

Coronado Tent City is slated to 
have its official opening June 29. 
Special ferry service soon, 








Chief Mad Wolf's carnival, re- 
cently engaged to aid Sciots’ bene- 
fit here, unavoidably detained in Los 
Angeles and local customers dis- 
appointed. Sheriff said to have been- 
cause of troupe’s detention in north. 

Crystal Pier, condemned 
faulty piling, dark this summer. 


DALLAS 


By RUDOLPH DONAT 


MajJjestic—“Movietone Follies.”’ 
Palace——‘'‘A Man's Man.”’ 
Melba—'‘'Glad Rag Doll.” 

Old Mill—‘Love and the Devil.” 
Capitol—‘*The Shakedown.” 


for 








Jimmie Ellard, m. c. for the Pal- 
ace (Publix), has resumed work this 
week after two weeks in New York. 

Mayor Tate has opened up 12 free 
/open air park movies for the sum- 
mer, 





L, B. Remy, former district man- 
ager for the local Fox exchange, 
is doing special work for Interstate, 





F. W. Zimmerman building a $50,- 
000 theatre at San Marcos, Texas. 





Joe Silverman, manager of Syn- 
dicate Pictures here, will market 16 
pictures in Texas and Oklahoma via 
states right bookings. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Ohio—‘“American Tragedy’ (2a week) 
Allen—‘‘Rainbow Man.” 

Palace—‘*Two Weeks Off’; vaude. 
State—'‘Studio Murder Mystery’’; 
Hip—‘‘Hole in the Wall.” 
105th—‘Movietone 





unit. 


Follies.” 





Hanna dark for week, due to post- 
poned opening of new Shubert re- 
vue, “Broadway Nights.” 

Yiddish Art Theatre company 
playing two performances of “Kid- 
dush Hashem” at Met, June i2-13. 
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closed Sunday at! 


Yiddish here. 
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Will of the late Augustus FP, 
Hartz, veteran local fheatre man- 
ager and showman, listed an estate 
of $50,000. Will be divided equally 
between his widow and two 
daughters, 

Henry H. Lustig, theatre owner 


and director on board of Cleveland 
Motion Pictures Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation, now recoverins from gassing 





received in Clinic fire, Condition 
critical until last week. 
Rex theatre, Ashland, sold to 


John G. Bahas by Harry Carl. 

Max Laronge, formerly connected 
with Loew's Ohio Theatres organ- 
ization, died of Bright's disease 
May 29. 





Howard Roth, M-G-M office man- 
ager, married Elaine Stone of 
Dallas, Texas, May 30. 





Film building and theatres are 
being rigidly inspected as result of 
the Clinic fire, in which 125 lives 
were lost when X-ray plates de- 
composed. 

A. 8S. Dickinson of the Hays ore 
ganization and fire inspectors are 
checking local film exchanges, test- 
ing safety appliances and film 
storage rooms. 

Investigators of the Clinic fire 
claim that heat from an electric 
bulb caused the old, stored-up 
X-ray negatives to explode. 


DES MOINES 


Berchel— Dark. 

Casino—‘*Times Square.”’ 

Des Moines—‘‘His Captive Woman.” 
Garden—"“‘Abie’s Irish Rose.”’ 
Orpheum—Vaudfilm. 
Palace—‘‘Scarlet Seas.” 
Paramount—‘‘Innocents of Paris.” 
President— Dark. 

Princess—Dark. 

Strand—‘“No Defense.” 








Omer Kenyon, former Des Moines 
amusement park afid theatre man- 
ager, is on a tour arranging booke 
ings of Fassnacht Brothers’ Frei- 
burg Passion Play, now at the New 
York Hippodrome. 





The Strand closes June 9 for one 
week to permit alterations and re- 
decorating. The house reopens June 
15 with “The Man I Love.” Reno- 
vation plans include a new canopy 
and front, interior’ redecorations 
and recarpeting, and additional of 
100 seats and new screen. 





Paul C. Schroeder, formerly stu- 
dent manager at the Paramount, 
Cedar Rapids, has been appointed 
manager of the Spencer, Rock 
Island, Ill. R. D. Hinchman, mane 
ager of the Spencer, becomes man- 
ager of the new LeClaire, opening 
at Moline, Ill., July 1. 


FORT WAYNE 


Emboyd—‘‘Where East Is East.” 
defferson—‘‘The Rainbow Man.” 
Palace—‘‘Alibi,’’ 

Shrine—Dark. 

Majestic—Brill’s burlesque stock. 








Robert Baral, dramatic editor of 
the Journal-Gazette, is leaving for 
Los Angeles for several weeks on 
vacation. 





A new company at the Majestic 
opened last Sunday with summer 
burlesque stock, Among the 
featured players are Johanna Slade, 
George Moore, George Slocum, Dot 
Bond, Eddie Haywood and Dorothy 
McCann. Three matinees, Wednes- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays, will 
be held during the summer. Paul 
W. Bien is house manager, 





The Jefferson is holding midnight 
shows Saturdays. 





Wilbur Pickett and his Emboy- 
diana orchestra have moved from 
the pit at the Emboyd to the stage, 
working with the presentations, 














When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 








A. H. WOODs’ 
ADELPHI 
A. H. WOODS’ New Production 


“FRANKIE AND JOHNNIE” 


Based on the Famous Song 
Cast of 50 





| 3 For Sale Cheap 


houses 
tion. 





material suitable for stock 
and acts. All in good condi- 
About 100 drops and cycs; cos- 





tumes; wardrobe trunks; ground 
cloths; traveling electric switchboard; 
Delco motor lighting outfit suitable 
for carnival; scenery; spotlights and 
electrical effects, etc. 

Call Yankee Amusement Co., 1210 
onth Michigen Ave. Chiearoe. TL 
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Obituary 





HARRY H. FRAZEE 

One of the most spectacular fig- 
ures in theatricals and sports, Harry 
H. Frazee, 49, died of Bright's dis- 
ease in his Park avenue apartment, 
New York. He had been ill for over 
@ year and was reported in grave 
condition lastgsummer when in Eu- | 
rope. Mayor James J. Walker, a 
close friend, was at the bedside. It 
was in the Frazee apartment that 
Col. Lindbergh’s mother was shel- 
tered when Lindy returned from his 
Paris flight. 

Starting as an usher, mounting to 
advance agent and then youthful 
producer, Mr. Frazee was concerned 
with “Madam Sherry” as his first 
musical comedy success. His last 
successful effort along that line was 
“No, No, Nanette,” which made him 
a fresh fortune. In between there 
were many production ventures, in- 
cluding “My Lady Friends” (which 
furnished the book for “Nanette”), 
“A Pair of Sixes,” “Ready Money,” 
“Fine Feathers,” “Nothing But the 
Truth.” His final presentation was 
“Yes, Yes, Yvette,” which failed to 
click. 

In association with Sport Her- 
man, he built the Cort theatre, Chi- 
cago. For several years he con- 
ducted Wallack’s, New York, then 
called the Frazee. He was inter- 
ested in the Longacre and for a time 
had a lease on the Lyric. 

Mr. Frazee was active in sports, 
one of the promoters of the John- 
son-Willard fight in Havana, Prior 





to that he managed James J. Jef- 


To FANCHON: 


(FANCHON WALLACE) 
Like some tender flower just opening its bloom; 
You entered my life and scattered the gloom, 
Like the flower whose fragrance is loaned for a day, 
You remained just a while and then vanished away; 
Yet moments so lovely and sweet in their joy, 
Will never let absence their fragrance destroy, 
For mem’ry will keep all the perfume as fair 
As the time when your presence first planted it there. 


My tears will mean nothing expressing my sorrow, 
Compared to the ache which my heart feels tomorrow, 
When missing your gentle caress on my cheek, 

And failing to hear your dear, lovely voice speak, 

Vl long for your presence till God calls for mine, 

For you planted, dear, a devotional vine. — 

Farewell, tender blassom, I'll oft think of thee, 


And pray that while absent, 


From WALTER 





fries. In 1916 he bought the Boston 
Red Sox baseball team and until he 
disposed of the club, at a big profit, 
provoked many an argument in the 
American League. His trades and 
sales of players accounted for most 
of the dissension but he proved his 
good business sense in selling Babe 
Ruth to the Yankees for $125,000. 
The Babe was knocking the pill 
over the fence in Boston, but at- 
tendance was bad for a long time. 
Frazee figured that Ruth on a team 
like the Yankees would be a bet- 
ter drawing card, even when the 
latter team visited Boston. His 
judgment proved correct. 

A widow, the former wife of Wil- 
liam Boyd, actor, survives, as does 


MRS. JOHN RINGLING 


Mrs. John Ringling, wife of the 
circus owner, died June 8 in the 
Leroy Sanitarium, 40 East 63d 


street, New York, of acute diabetes. 

Mrs. Ringling was from Ohio and 
her maiden name, Mable Burton. 
She and Mr. Ringling were mar- 


ried about 25 years. No children 
survive. 

Mrs. Ringling’s hobby was art 
collecting. She planned many de- 


tails of all the Ringling homes, the 
New York residence at 636 5th ave- 
nue, country place at Alpine, N. J., 
and their winter home in Sarasota. 
Services were held Monday with 
temporary interment in Brookside 
cemetery, Englewood, N. J. The 
remains will be taken to Sarasota 
in the fall for permanent burial, 


GEORGE EVERS 


George (“Pork Chop”) Evers, 55, 
veteran blackfaced monologist, died 
in Yankton, S. D., June 6. 

His body was shipped to Chicago 
upon instructions of the local 
branch there of the N. V. A.,- which 
arranged for burial. 

“Pork Chop” Evers spent many 
years as a burntcork single, al- 
though in recent years he had also 
tried his hand at a comedy kid im- 
personation in whiteface. His home 
was in Chicago, where he had late- 
ly* been working clubs. 

About 20 years ago Evers mar- 
ried Mae Curtis, a show girl, then 
with “The Umpire.” She and a 





you're thinking of me. 
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her apartment in New York. A news 
account of the shooting appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 





JEANNETTE JORDAN 

Jeannette Jordan, wife of Joseph 
Jordan, colored band leader, died 
in New York, June 8. 
She had appeared with many 
Negro shows and was with the Wil- 
liams and Walker company when it 
went to London, Interment in Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery, Long Island. 





ADA JAFFE 

Ada Jaffe, well known.-on the 
Yiddish stage, was killed in a motor 
ear crash upstate in New York 
June 3. For several years she tour- 
eiin “Abie’s Irish Rose” playing the 
part of “Mrs. Cohen.” Sam Jaffe, 
character actor, survives. 





GOLDA OELMAN » 
Golda Oelman, 30, dancer, asphyx- 
iated by gas in her room at.the 
Crittendon Hotel, Chicago. Her. 
death believed to be accidental. She 
is survived by husband (non-prof.). 





The wife, 75, of the late H. L. 
Miller, musician, and mother of Al 
Miller (Cleora Miller - Musical 
Five), died in Chicago June 7. 





Father, 57, of Ted Leary (vaude), 
died June 2 in Boston. 





Mrs. Julia Klapholz, wife of 
Ernest Klapholz, musical executive 
at M-G-M studios, died at her home 
in Hollywood, Cal., June 8, from 
pneumonia. 





The wife of Frank J. Price, many. 
years city editor and later man- 
aging editor, Morning Telegraph, 
died June 2. 





The mother of Irene Meara Sim- 
mons died in Norristown, Pa., 
June 2. 


. 


DEATHS ABROAD 


. Paris, June 2. 

Gustav Thomassen, 60, Norwegian 
actor, died at Oslo, of heart disease. 
Louis Monfils, 58, former music 
hall performer and agent for Pathe 
Rural pictures, died at Nice, France. 
Lucien Michelot, well-known 
French organist, died in Paris. 











daughter, who has been 
stage, survive. 


on the 





DANIEL KELLEY 


Daniel Kelley, 65, vaudevillian 
and character actor, died in Vallejo, 
Cal., June 9. 

Mr. Kelley was en route to Los 
Angeles when strickeen by heart 
trouble; his death occurring at the 
home of his brother, Judge W. T. 
Kelley, in Vallejo. 

Dan Kelley was well known 
around the east, spending many 
years here, playing vaudeville with 
his wife as the team of Kelley and 
Gray and also appearing in many 
sketches. He had played character 





his first wife and son, Harry H. 
Frazee, Jr. 





JOHN E. KELLERD 

John E. Kellerd, 67, Shake- 
spearean actor, died June 8 in 
Yonkers, N. Y., of apoplexy. About 
six weeks ago Mr. Kellerd left the 
hospital for Ruptured and Crip- 
pled to make his home with a 
friend in Yonkers and it was there 
he died. 

Mr. Kellerd first appeared on the 
stage in London in 1879. Follow- 
ing a tour of the provinces as a 
boy actor he came to the U. &S. 
opening at the old Boston Museum, 
Aug. 23, 1883. He appeared with 
William J. Florence and Frederick 
Warde and in 1885 and 1886 toured 
in Shakespearean repertoire. 

For five years he appeared with 
Joseph Jefferson in “The Rivals” 
‘and was prominent in plays at Wal- 
lack’s and Daly’s theatres, New 
York. At one time he co-starred 
with Mme.. Modijeska but his great- 
est fame was obtained in his stellar 
work in Shake®pearean roles. Mr. 
Kellerd had planned returning to 
the stage in “The Lovers .of 
Suzanne,” his last appearance was 
in “Trelawney of the Wells” in 
1$27. 

Interment in the Catholic Actors’ 
Guild plot in Calvary cemetery. 





MARGARET LAWRENCE 
Margaret Lawrence, 39, actress, 
was shot and killed in her New York 
aparunent June 9 by I Ss 
son, who ended his own life at the 
time. The story of the shooting ap- 


pears élséewhere in this issue. 
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roles in different Broadway shows. 





SAMUEL JANNEY 


Samuel Janney, 36, playwright, 
died. in Victorville, Cal., following 
an automobile accident. 

Janney went to the Coast a month 
ago to assist in making the screen 
version of his latest play, “Loose 
Ankles,” for First National. 

Mr. Janney was active as a lec- 
turer in the Little Theatre move- 
ment and a stage director. 

He is survived by his bride of 
three months, Mrs. Carlotta Dietz 
Janney. 





ISIDORE GUMBINER 

Isidore Gumbiner, 48, manager of 
the Banner theatre, died in Chicago, 
May 31, of heart trouble. He is sur- 
vived by his wife. 

Gumbiner was associated with the 
Gumbiner Theatrical Enterprises, of 
which his brother Max is president, 
for 15 years. 





PATRICK CONWAY 

Patrick Conway, 63, bandmaster, 
died in Ithaca, N. Y., June 9, fol- 
lowing an operation, 

He was the organizer of Con- 
way’s Ithaca Band and founded the 
Conway Military Band in Ithaca in 
1922. Of late he had been acting as 
dean of the school. Survived by his 
wife and daughter. 





LOUIS BENNISON 
Tavis BRennison, 45, ana 
playwright, committed suicide Sun- 
day (June 9) after shooting Mar- 


garet Lawrence, actress, to déath in 


aectar 





Jacques Seydoux, 58, French 
writer and politician. 


(Continued from page 47) 

his repeating on Herman should be 
reason enough for a change once in 
a while. 

Part of Klee’s overstaying was his 
mushy introduction of Sophie Tuck- 
er, who needs no introduction. Klee 
called her a great woman off as well 
as on the stage, and he said that 
after reminding the audience it’s a 
long show and he’s sorry he can't 
stay longer. The sob introduction 
of the star of the bill followed Klee’s 
usual comment on the show ahead 
of him, wherein he stated the girl 
who was playing dumb wasn’t play- 
ing. 

Capacity last show Sunday. 





STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 


Mild show at the ace Loew stand 
this week. Flash opener, three com- 
edy turns in succession, and an after- 
piece closer built around an optical 
illusion that is just so-so entertain- 
ment. 

Feature is “The Rainbow Man” 
which may mean something at the 
b. o. here after a week at the Para- 
mount at a slightly higher scale. Biz 
Monday night okay downstairs. 

“Realm of the Dance (New Acts) 
opens in neat style. In the deuce 
spot Edmond and Clark, comedy 
chatter, oke, man doing straight for 
the girl’s repititious cracks about his 
exaggerated pants. Female takes a 
few pratt falls and threatens to play 
the pinnaner ahout half a dozen 
times, getting fair laughs with this 
sort of material. Man’s hoofing mer- 
its attention and just about sells the 
turn. : 

Wally Sharples and Co. have a 
couple of blackouts well received, 
one having a shotgun finish for 
two of the three scenes employed. 
Other skit is announced as having 
been written by a lunatic. In be- 
tween two girls sing, dance and 
play the uke for moderate returns. 
Burlesque operatic finish using mix- 
ed chorus of five people well 
handled. 

Next to closing held Sol Gould 
and Co., with dutch comedy. Girl 
foils for Gould’s dialectic cracks, 
mostly familiar, constantly heard 
around the neighborhoods. Gag 
about the charge for haunting a 
house, credited to Bugs Baer, ap- 
propriated by Gould, with Fred Al- 
len to be heard from. A South Pole 


monolog is the best thing Gould 
does, 

“The Vanishing Maid,” afterpiece, 
is the closer. Gould 





olners in preceding turns appear to 
dress up a novelty in which a pos- 
ing girl vanishes in a burst of flame, 
to reappear, a 


FRENCH QUOTA 


(Continued from page 9) 





non-copyright music, a large sup- 
ply of which Germany controls, 

Committees 6 and 7 called for or- 
ganization of technical bureaus, one 
to furnish trade information and 
the other to deal with legal prob- 
lems. Committee 8 dealt with non- 
theatrical picture shows and pro- 
tested against the exemption from 
taxes of church and school exhibi- 
tions. 

Sapene entertained the delegates 
at his studio, In an addregs he told 
them of his plan to combine Cine- 
romans with another French com- 
pany, presumably Pathe, move 
which already has been publicized. 


PELHAM PADLOCKS 


(Continued from page 64) 


any liquor. When locating, how- 
ever, they appeared to know its 
whereabouts, going directly to the 
cache. Woodmansten has been open 
since the raid. 

Geiger is also running Pelham 
Heath Inn. He-has Vincent Lopez 
at Woodmansten and this spring 
spent about $40,000 redecorating it. 
That investment indicated Geiger 
felt secure in the continued opera- 
tion of the roadhouse. It has been 
doing the biggest business of the 
Pelham section. 

Castillian has not been pinched 

on a violation charge, nor has the 
Chateau. 
Hunter Island was not previously 
troubled before New Year’s. It has 
been run by McLean for some 
years. Of late it regained much of 
its lost trade, captured by others on 
the same road, and at the present 
time is once more a sizeable money 
maker. 











WITMARK HOUR 
Ira Schuster and Bob Miller are 
behind a Witmark Gang Hour every 
Friday night over WMCA to ether- 
ize all Witmark songs. 
Gang invites a different guest 
star weekly to plug the numbers. 





English Talker’s Number 

The theme song for “The 
Wrecker,” Gainsborough English- 
made talker, to be released in this 
country by Tiffany-Stahl, was writ- 
ten by Joe Santly and Irving Ceasar, 
published by Santly Bros. 
Title of the song is 
Really Mine?”. 


UP IN THE AIR 


(Continued from page 62) 


it had been excluded from the Cath- 
olic Bureau’s endorsed list, yet said 
it had its good points. 

She commented upon the omis- 
sion of all profanity and compli- 
‘mented the camera work, one actor’s 
dramatic work and the “something 
new in interior sets.” 


“Are You 











Duane Stewart is gaining radio 
popularity with his saxophone band, 
now regular from WABC. 


Silly at 11 

How sil! WRNY, which can send 
more thunder reverberating down 
the uptown tubes than a Hudson 
River storm, has a “Pajama Exer- 
cise” period around 11 p. m. 

The big stations hand out this 
stuff in the early morn, but as a 
substitute for a raggy syncopated 
fox trot or a bed time story, WRNY 
should be spanked instead. 








It takes Newark to publicize 
everything in New Jersey, from its 
moskeets to land under water. 





Flashes 

Too much vicious propaganda of 
all kinds on the air. Bridge fol- 
lowers are neglected. Stations go- 
ing in more for foreign tongued 
programs. Especially on the lower 
levels. String ensembles seem to 
thrive more in hot weather. What 
has become of the Silvertown Cord 
Orchestra? Cliquot Club Eskimos 
continue a worthwhile feature, 
thanks to Harry Reser’s individual 
playing. Hooey in the announce- 
ment that the Broadway Lights pro- 
gram from WEAF is “dedicated to 
those who love Broadway.” Phil 
Spitalny is back from Chicago trip. 
Where are all the tenors coming 
from? Many don’t seem to be go- 
ing anywhere. The pianist who 
plays the accompaniments for Al- 
bert Spalding, violinist, has been 
with him for 18 years. “Romances” 
replaced the Sonoro program WABC 
last week. Attempt at harmony by 
the vocalists with Joe Moore’s WOR 
Astor Roof band terrible. Flat as 
near beer. Hugo Mariani with the 





and several 


3roadway Lights orchestra is gain- 
ing popularity, WVecidedly iénglish 
accent to the announcer from WOR 
for the London Character shoe 
period. ; 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Orpheum—“Girl in Glass Cage”; vaude 
Pantages—Dark. . 
Fifth Avenue—‘‘When East Is East”: 
F. and M. “Idea.” : 
Seattle—“‘Rainbow Man.” 
Fox—“Black Watch.” 
Music Beox—‘‘The Desert 
week). 
Blue Mouse—‘“Molly and Me.” 
Coliseum—'‘‘Strong Box." 


Song” (4th 





With Pantages closed for the 
summer, first run picture houses in 
Seattle are reduced to seven, in- 
cluding the Orpheum. Earl Cook, 
manager of Pantages northwest cir. 
cuit, -will continue headquarters in 
Seattle in the Pan building. Poor 
business is cause of closedown, 
Other northwest spots will run dur. 
ing summer. Portland Pan always 
big; Tacoma Pan is also money- 
maker, and in Spokane, Pantages 
going okay. First time since Alex- 
ander Pantages started in show 
business that his Seattle house, the 
mother of them all, had to close 
for the summer. 





Western Vaudeville closing up 
affects Olympia, Walla Walla, Cen- 
tralia and New Westminster, B. C, 
W. V's. last show in Los Angeles, 
June 23. This will offer fertile 
towns for Fanchon and Marco “Va- 
rieties.” “Varieties” now being 
bocked into Kelso, Wash. 





Three days for Fanchon and 
Marco ideas in Great Falls is the 
latest. The unit now hops from 
Vancouver, B. C., to the Montana 
town, and then jumps clear to Den- 
ver, where it is jazzed up for the 
eastern route, 





The annual convention of the 
Canadian-Famous Players, Ltd., 
operating the Capitol string of ace 
houses in Canadian cities, is set. for 
Vancouver, B. C., on July 18, 19 and 
20. The circuit is making some 
real money and biz is good all along 
the line, it is reported, 7 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Empire—Empire ‘Players (stock) in 
“Diplomacy”; William Faversham, guest 
star. 

Wieting—-Dark. 

B. F. Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

Raoew’'s State—Vaudfilm. 

Temple—Ed. Daley's stock burlesque. 

Strand—"“‘The Donovan Affair." 

Eckel—‘“‘The Valiant.” 








The Empire, former home of K, 
and E. attractions, but devoted to 
pictures for almost 10 years, re- 
turned to the legit ranks Monday 
night when the Syracuse Theatre 
Guild presented the Empire Play- 
ers. This new stock succeeds the 
Murphy-Brown Players, which 
flopped. at the Shuberts’ Wieting 
after eight wekes. Ralph Murphy, 
interested in that venture, is man-« 
aging director for the Guild. 





The Players, Utica Little Theatre 
group, will purchase the Hartford 
theatre from the Garvey Corporas 
tion. 





The Temple, Geneva, operated by 
the Schines, will operate only Sat- 
urdays and Sundays during the 
summer. The Regent now is the 
only Geneva house on a seven-day 
basis. 





Lou Tellegen is scheduled as a 
future guest star with the Empire 
Players. Brandon Tynan also may 
be brought in. , 





J. Ray Marshall, Keith orchestra 
director, whose bachelorhood was a 
target for countless troupers’ stage 
jibes, surprised the Rialto with his 
marriage Saturday morning. The 
bride was Josephine Rose Brady, 
non-pro. 





Phil Goldman, assistant manager 
of the Wieting here during the road 
season, has transferred to the Em- 
pire for the Guild’s summer sea- 
son. One of his first acts was to 
renovate the lobby ticket office, un- 
used for the years that the house 
has been devoted to pictures. Be- 
neith one of the cash drawers he 
found $200 in bills in two bundles 
covered with dust. 





John R. Van Arnam has signed 
two new comedians for his min- 
strel troupe. They are “Smoky” 
Lyle and “Sugarfoot” ‘Williams. 
Menard and Draper ,dancing team, 
are other new faces. 





Prof. Walter P. McIntosh, vice- 
principal of Syracuse North High, 
has been re-elected president of Ci- 
nema Critics’ Club, local film fan 
organization. 





Notified of his mother’s death in 
Washington less than 24 hours after 
he had arrived here to start rehear- 
sals in “Diplomacy,” Welden D. 
Neyburn, leading man of the Em- 
pire Players, flew to the national 
capitol for the funeral and return. 





Bands at Casino 
Leo Reisman and his orchestra 
are at the Central Park Casino 
playing in the main dining room 
while Emil Coleman and his or- 





chestra are spotted in the ball- 


reom. 
Reisman’s concert band alsd plays 


the luncheon and tea sessions at the 
Casino. 
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Reserved for Professional Patrons 


MORRISON HOTEL! 


C 


guests. 


Two Entire Floors 


in the 


Forty-six Story Tower of the 


CHICAGO 


The Coolest Guest Rooms in Town 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and cooled by the purest 
air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for theatrical 
Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undisturbed until a 


late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in perfect seclu- 
sion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 


Rates $2.50 Up 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, telephone, bed-head reading 


lamp and Servidor. 
guests. 


laundry, shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location. rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 


cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. 


The last named is particularly appreciated by professional 
It completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when 


Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 


that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 
Programs broadcast daily from WBBM, 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


international celebrity. 


and after-theatre parties. 





HARRY C, MOIR 
ne RES ESEM MOR 


— Ren: nm 
Bagge slea ue 


= 


LS 
aN 
as 
«7 
4? 
37 
as 
3 
53 
33 
37 
Er} 
3a 
gs 








+ wT wom 


——— 





wn | 
wa \ ee 


\ 


BVABEUMVEBEALD EY \ 
et A eA et’, 


SIS SIZ. SS. 
OO OD et tet pal tel ol woth wot cael ed ea sah enh lhe 
at th oh et t el t eb l eh e el ea adh teal eal 
a 


-“wVe = BB EUER EMM . 
Cd 
—- 


.“~u WUEVVERUEBRLEUL EL 


4, 
A Ah ot eh lh eh ob wh oh 


< 





fe. ALUBUBE TS 
Cad ad nh 
eet anda 


is 
z7. 
~ 


7 Ee 
Hot 





a 





me a et ot st I 
ed ed weed ed eed ed 
— 
— 


Bd eh ed oh od 
el ad ed ed tl ed et 

















The New Morrison, when completed, will be the 
largest and tallest hotel in the world, 


containing 3,400 rooms 











VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


| 416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 
Cochran's stock. 

Pictures 
Columbia—'‘Rainbow Man.” 
Farle—-‘‘Careers.” 

Fox—‘‘Stoleh Kisses.” 

Little—‘‘The Weavers.” 
Metropolitan—"Noah’s Ark” (2d week). 
Palace—"A Man's Man.” 
Rialto—"Mother’s Boy.” 





Steve Cochran is celebrating the 
100th week of his stock at the Na- 
tional with Belasco’s “The Girl of 
the Golden West,” with Edith King 
in the lead. 

Meyer Davis’ Club Chanteeler or- 
chestra is now at the “Place Deau- 
ville,” a tea and supper dance spot 
alongside the Wardman Park Hotel 
swimming pool, one of the society 
gathering places of the town. Chan- 
tecler is closed for the summer. 








Lee Somers, dramatic editor of 





- BEECHURST—Sacrifice 


IN PROFESSION COLONY 
Beantiful New Corner Home, ter- 
raced plot 100<100; wonderful view of 
Sound, private bathing beach, 8 large 
rooms, two baths, standing shower, 
2 perches, open fireplace, 2-car ga- 
rage. Sell reasonable—«uitable terms. 
OWNER, Suite 506, 521 Fifth Ave., 
New York. 








Under Contract to 
J. ©. WILLIAMSON, Ltd. 


BARBARA LUDDY 


FOR 20 WEEKS’ STAGE ENGAGE- 
MENT IN AUSTRALIA 


INERS 
MAKE UP 

















the Herald is scheduled to return 
from a European jaunt in time to 
get out his next week’s Sunday 
spread, Jerry Doyle has been sit- 
ting in. 

Strand, Mutual burlesque house, 
running talking and sound pictures, 
mostly sex stuff, over the summer, 
has been told by the union that 12 
musicians must be carried on the 
payroll. House originally had con- 
tract for 14 men in the pit. Strand 
management also lost out on at- 
tempt to have orchestra leader fur- 
nish disks for a non-synchronized 
device the house is using on some 
silent prints it gets. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Baffalo—'‘Studio Murder.” 
Hipp—‘‘Weeks Off.” 

Century—"Show Boat.” 

Great Lakes—‘‘Time, Place and Girl.” 
Lafayette—'‘Blockade.”’ 








Erlanger—Stock. 
Music Box—Stock. 





Gayety (Mutual) folded up Satur- 
day after two weeks with stock 
burlesque. 





Jury returned a verdict of no 
eause of action in a slander action 
alleging $10,000 damage brought by 
Janny Mutz, former ticket seller at 
the Roosevelt theatre (neighbor- 
hood). Theatre counterclaimed that 
Mrs. Mutz had defrauded it by re- 
selling tickets. On the stand the 
plaintiff testified that Max Rosing, 
manager, had made improper ad- 
vances to her. 





Out-of-town professionals are be- 
ing imported into Buffalo for mara- 
thon dancing, revealed the police, 
when they arrested two young men 
here Sunday on suspicion of being 
auto thieves. One of the pair re- 
vealed that they had been partici- 
pating in marathon contests in a 
number of cities and that a group 
of men and women were following 
the racket from town to town. 





Joseph A. Ball, 49, musician, died 
in Buffalo June 5. Ball at various 
times was director of the orchestras 
at the Teck, Shea’s and the Old 
Academy. 





Decision was reserved on the ap- 





Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 





‘THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc. 


225 West 39 St NEW YORK 





|for a writ of mandamus to compel 
| the Mayor to grant a permit for 
| Sunday dancing. 





Zeginning June lb Sheas Hipp 
(Publix, pictures and vaude) will 


open ite new shows on Saturdays. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 
By WOOD SOANES 

Climax of a run of misadventures 
at the Fulton, First, George Ebey 
was stricken. While he was in the 
hospital Crane Wilbur summarily 
concluded his engagement. Next 
Marjorie Rambeau fell ill and re- 
tired. The question of whether 
Rambeau is Hable to the manage- 
ment for the refund to the audience 
will be debated before Equity. 

The crowning and amusing blow 
came at the third performance of 
“Cradle Snatchers,” when Thelma 
Hubbard, one of the minor players 
refused to go on because she had 
not received the part she felt should 
be her’s in the succeeding bill. She 
was repaced without difficulty by 
Joan Warner and Equity will be on 
the job again. 





John Charles Thomas, at the 
Orpheum next Saturday, inaugu- 
rates the return to the reserved- 
seat two-a-day (except Sunday) 
policy. Starting a week hence, on 
June 21, the Orpheum shows will 
open on Friday. 


The Duncan Sisters, announced 
for the Orpheum, come instead to 
the Fox-Oakland to head the Fan- 
chon and Marco Idea next Friday. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Pitt—Sharp stock. 





, ponniey — “Donovan Affair’; stage 
snow. 
Penn—"“Eternal Love’’; Publix unit. 


Grand—"Noah’s Ark.” 
Aldine—"‘Syncopation.” 
Tenright—“Betrayal’; stage show. 
Harris—'‘Mother’s Boy.” 
Liberty—“‘Alibi.”’ 
Regent—"'Divine Lady.” 

Sheridan Square—Vaudfilm. 
Colonial—‘‘The Letter.” 
Olympie—Pictures, 
State—Pictures. 





Helen Donnelly, p.a. for Sharp 
stock at Pitt for last three years, 
has left to take editorial post on 
Mirror, local society rag. 





Dave Harman and his. band, 
booked at Flotilla Club for summer, 
walked. Joe Falvo, saxophonist at 


Penn, got together band at last 
minute until Etzi Covati returns. 








plication of the Arcadia Dance Hall + 


Shuberts have not 
booking contract on 
| Plans for legitimate 


lst indstill, 


Alvin 





| 
Regent, Stanley - WB 
|hood, switching back and forth be- 


yet renewed | 
here. 


tween full and split weeks on pic- 
tures. 





Eugene Urban, vaudeville piano- 
accordionist and featured at a 
downtown dance hall here (for 
months, was arrested and held for 
investigation when found in com- 
pany of a 17-year-old girl in an au- 
tomobile along a lonely road. 





Harris goes to straight film this 
week with “Mother’s Boy,” Pathe. 
House has raised night top from 
35c to four bits. Sheridan Square 
goes films next week, with no 
change in scale. Both stands have 
“Black Watch” for next week, first 
loca] showing. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 





Proctor’s—“‘The Charlatan”’; vaude. 
Loew's State—"“Girls Gone Wild’; 
vaude, 


Branford—‘’The Man I Love’’; Warner- 
Publix unit, 

Newark—"‘Show Boat.” 

Mosque— ‘Gentlemen of the Press.” 


Fox Terminal-—-"‘The Black Watch” 
(3d week). 

Rialto—"Alibi’ (24 week). 

Capitol—''No Defense’; ‘“‘The Faker.” 

Goodwin — "The Singing Fool’ (2d 
week). 


Orpheum— ‘Carnival Capers.” 
Eesex—'"‘Clear the Deck’; vaude, 


With the booking of “Show Boat” 
the Newark has dropped Pantages 
vaudeville, most of ita stage hands 
and its orchestra. It is estimated 
the ‘Adams Brothers save about 
$4,000 weekly on the cut. “Show 
Boat,” in for three weeks, is said to 


be playing on 50-50 terms. “Broad- 
way” reported to follow “Show 


Boat.” 





The “News” carried a story to the 
effect that Proctor’s was probably 
going back to the two-a-day policy 
next geason. Believed to be merely 
a guess on the part of the “News.” 

Charles Ray, at Proctor’s last 
week, had his pay, wardrobe and 
scenery attached on a claim for $650 
by Mrs, Celia Rosenthal of this city. 
Claim held by her brother-in-law, 
iJ. Ira Angus, accountant, of Los 
Angeles, who alleges service as in- 
fro tax accountant from June to 
| October, last year. 

Business has been off. 
; the Rialto, drew best. 


| 





“Alibi,” at 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 
Summer clogings continue apace. 
Willis, Kelton and Webster latest 





Home News, local daily, which 
refused advertising copy on sex 
lecturer at the Tremont theatre last 
week, has also turned down the ad- 
vertising on still another sex lec- 
turer at the Shubert-Riviera this 
week, 





A sign erected at the intersection 


of Pelham Parkway and White 
Plaing avenue announces a 2,500- 
seat theatre. to be built there. 


Property is owned by Sormani, who 
has the roadhouse adjoining it. 





A report has it that because ef 
the class apartment house develop- 
ment along Pelham Parkway, no 
new roadhouses will be permitted 
on or adjoining that thoroughfare. 
Not so long ago Pelham Parkway 
was considered way out. 





Riverside Cascades Pool, costing 
half a million, originally announced 
to open last week, does not open 
until today. 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 




















THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 





SCENERY 





| and DRAPERIES 


| SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbes. OG. 








NER EEE Be 


INSTITUTION of) INTERNATIONALS 


next season at} 


| eShoes for the Stage and Street 


neighbor- 






SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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: Bidg., Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. it will be 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 1221-22 pm A qublodt S. on a forwarded, or adver- 
707 So. Broadway Trinity 3711-3712 ieed in Variety's Lotter List. 
Pantages 1on the eastern shore. He is due{Micky Moran, who goes on the | being installed at the St. Paul Hen-|Leo L. Taylor, William R, Randall, 
Spotty bill, some of it good and| back in September. | road with a unit. nepin-Orpheum, and others, Gives city two stocks 
one act that should never worry - on opposite sides of street. 


about booking. Blue Slickers, an 
aggregation of five young men and 
a girl, bowled the house over for a 
real slap. Four of the lads make up 
a weird but unusually effective or- 
chestra, two banjos, a violin and a 
kazoo. Boys warm up the air and 
build every number up to a dizzy 
climax. Other two are dancers, the 
boy not so bad and the girl one of 
the fastest, rhythmic babies who 
ever shook a scanty on this stage. 
Act opened tamely in one with girl 
out to sing, something she should 
never try with her educated ankles. 
Kazoo youth something to write 
home about. 

Odette, Charles and Mack opened 
in a what have you turn, both good 
and bad. Two males start rough 
and tumble acrobatics, but suddenly 
go into good slow motion wrestle 
that’s okay. Rolled away under 
drop and girl came out with fiddle. 
Charles and Mack back in burlesque 
ballet costumes for draggy number 
that was unfunny. Damages first 
impressions. 

Leonid Martov, billed as a Rus- 
sian baritone, sang a flock of old 
favorites in several languages and 
good voice. Did well, but almost 
ruined himself by trying a broken 
English monologue. Bilile Burke's 
Tango Shoes is a six-people turn 
playing the old gag of asking for 
audience volunteers to try magic 
brogues. Plants, a drab sight, and 
the turn slow. Seymour, Putnam 
and Bay next to shut are better than 
their material. Seymour is a good 
comic, but resurrected them. Put- 
nam is a fair straight, and Miss Bay 
a not bad tap dancer. Blue Slickers 
closed. “Father and Son” (Col.) on 
screen. 





Modest Altschuler will direct the 
synchronization and write the score 
on “Romeo and Juliet” for Halperin 
Productions, 





Richard H. Biggs transferred by 
Paramount from junior group of 
scenarists to title department. First 
job is titling “Fashions in Love.” 





Gypsy Byrne, formerly with “Just 
a Minute,” now with Fanchon and 
Marco “Contrast” idea. 





Roy Francis again in partnership 
with George Harrison. Both are 
working for F. & M. 





Bernard Steele, former stage di- 
rector, has arrived here to direct 
talkers for Fox. 





Hollywood Playcrafters will stage 
“Nothing But the Truth” June 14. 
Cast includes Harold Turney, Kath- 
erine Kays, Mildred Pringle, Rosa- 


lind Mattraw, Virginia Kays, Dot 
Masten, Eleanor Gilbreath, Dick 
Lewis, Norman Kelly, Rod Mac- 


Lean and George Schrader. 





Bartlett Cormack, author, and on 
the Paramount payroll, is en route 
to New York for the summer. His 
agreement allows him three months 
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Mrs. Helen Cook Wilson awarded 
final divorce decree from Harry Wil- 
son, novelist and scenario writer. 
Mrs. Wilson, through attorney Roger 
Marchetti, filed appeal of property 
settlement in Supreme Court. She 
charges that before the suit was 
filed Wilson agreed she should have 
one-half of total property, amount- 
ing to about $500,000, and that when 
interlocutary decree was ° handed 
down she only received about one- 
fifth of that amount. 

Suit of Marie Thye, screen extra, 
against Paul Lucas, screen actor, for 
$100,000, charging the actor with 
breach of promise and seduction, 
settled out of court by Roger Mar- 
echetti, attorney for the plaintiff. 
Amount of settlement not revealed, 
but settlement approved by Superior 
Court Judge Keetch. 





“Coquette,” with Helen Hayes, 
opens at the Belasco, July 1, for a 
summer run. F 

Tec-Art studio is building three 
additional offices to be occupied by 
Al Nathan Productions. 





Robert McWade will be featured 
in “The Big Pond,” which follows 
*Danger” at the Playhouse (Henry 
Duffy). 





Zach Harris, former legit pro- 
ducer and husband of Louise Glaum, 
actress, has taken over the man- 
agement of the Golden Gate theatre, 
succeeding Ben Yost. 





Lynn Bonner, who left Holly- 
wood 16 years ago, has returned. 
He will enter the screen writing 
field. 





Jere Coe leaves for New York as 
soon as Grauman’s “Broadway Mel- 
ody” prolog closes at the Chinesé. 
He will join John Murray Ander- 
son's “Almanacs.” 





Edwin Carewe has gone to New 
Orleans for the world premiere of 
“Evangeline” at the Saenger thea- 
tre, June 14, 





J. C. Nugent has finally started 
directing his own vaude_ sketch, 
“The Rounder.” Dorothy Sebastian, 
Jack Benny, Polly Moran, Eddie 
Nugent and George K. Arthur in 
cast. 





College, small downtown picture 
grind, went on the billboards in 24- 
sheets with a sexy play titled “The 
Pace That Kills” in hopes of cap- 
turing floating visitors to Shrine 
convention. 

Lobby decorated with lurid pic- 
tures and a large sign over b. o. re- 
fused entrance to those not over 21. 
Billboards also earry this stipula- 
tion. Picture is one of the flock of 
white slave opuses brought out 
around 12 years ago. It carries no 
names or mention of distributing 
exchange. 








Winifred Hur filed suit with 
State Labor Commission to collect 
$10 alleged salary due from Alma 
Rubens. 





Ray Stolper, singer, filed suit 
with State Labor Commission 
against Glen Raikes, agent, to col- 
lect $25 said to be due him for 
work on a club date. 





Jack Allison, former carnival 
|sideshow man, has an exhibition of 
snakes on Hill street, 





James Parrott is back on the 
Roach lot after directing shorts at 
| Fox New job is directing Laurel 
and Hardy. Louis R, Foster trans- 
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ferred to Harry Langdon unit as 
director. Warren Doane directing 
Charley Chase. Lambert Hillyer 
will direct Bill Hart. 





E. H. Rathbun will replace Mike 
Coin as company manager for Uni- 
versal at the Biltmore upon the 
opening of “Broadway,” June 17, 





Bob Alexander, who operated a 
scenic studio in San Francisco, has 
been appointed chief technician for 
Fanchon and Marco. He replaces 
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643 So. Olive St., 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Creations Original 


FOX MOVIETONE FOLLIES 
FANCHON and MARCO “IDEAS” 


PLAYING FROM COAST TO COAST 


FANCHON AND MARCO COSTUME COMPANY 


COSTUME EFFECTS 


ALL 





William Collier, Sr., before he di- 
rects “Harmony at Home” will co- 
direct with Kenneth Hawks on “Big 
Time.” 





Jack Townley will write a serles 
of two-reel Negro dialest comedies 
for C. C. Burr under the general 
title of “Montrose and Cecil.” 

“Big Boy” Williams, film actor, 
fractured a rib playing polo at the 
Hollywood Saddle Club, June 9. 


NEBRASKA 


By ARCHIE BALEY 


Outdoor amusements are making 
show business pay attention all over 
Nebraska. 

Peony Park of Omaha is a leading 
example of nature being used to 
lure people out into the open. It is 
on a 24-acre lot with all-sand bath- 
ing beach, ballroom, picnic grounds 
and parking ground laid out. 





Sunday afternoon, free films in the 
evenings and special thrill stunts. 
Placing free admission coupons in 
surrounding country papers. 
Similar situations all over the 
state. Owners of beaches are be- 
ginning to build dance halls, too. 
Capitol beach of Lincoln has danc- 


ing, bathing and picnics. Grand 
Island has a new outdoor “night 
club” outside the city. Near Hast- 


ings folks are going for a “flying 
circus,” where Billy Hamilton per- 
forms aerial stunts. At Plattsmouth, 
North Brothers stock company is 
putting on tent shows. 








| day picture star, 





Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Show business is holding its 
breath to see what will result from 
Attorney General Sorensen’s orders 
that parti mutuels must close at Ak- 
Sar-Ben race track, where a 30-day 
running race meet started May 31. 
About $90,000 is changing hands 
every day and from 4,000 to 10,000 
people there daily, which means 
matinee biz suffers. Also, they don’t 
have the money to go at night. If 
Sorensen enforces his order against 
betting, the race meet will die a 
natural death. 





Paul Whiteman’s free concert 
drew 4,500, as many as both paid 
concerts got. Despite driving rain, 
Muny auditorium was packed. 





Nate Frudenfeld, former Omahan, 
shifted to Eastern Iowa and Illi- 
nois district, changing places with 
Everett Cummings for Publix. 





Stuart, Lincoln, decided to add 
Movietone to its talkie equipment, 
so postponed its opening, scheduled 
for June 2. 





Island, Grand Island, has Para- 
tone talkers, competing with the 
Capitol’s Vitaphone, Also has tab 
stock. 





KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 
Toew’s Midland—‘“Voice of the City.” 
Mainstreet—‘‘Careers” picture; vaud. 
Newman—‘“The Rainbow Man." 
Pantages—Vaudeville and pictures. 
Royal—“‘One Woman Idea.” 





Three amusement parks have been 
having hard sledding. 

“Broncho Billy” Anderson, early- 
is here with a 
String of horses at the Riverside 
track. The horses were brought 
from the Royal Oak farm at Melo 
Park, Cal., which he says is owned 
by Mrs. Anderson. 

Neptune, small residential, was 
bombed last Wednesday without 
much damage. L. O. Gardner, man- 
ager, asserts the attack was the re- 
sult of a controversy over the em- 
ployment of union picture operators. 
Said he believed it was more of a 
warning than for destruction. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Hennepine-Orpheum—‘ ‘High Voltage’; 
vaude (Olsen & Johnson). 
Pantages—‘‘His Lucky Day”; 
Minnesota—‘‘The Glad 
“Cooling Off,’’ Publix unit. 
State—‘“Show Boat.” 
Lyric—‘“‘Children of the Ritz." 
Strand—“Nothing but the Truth.” 
Grand—"‘‘Sonny Boy.” 





vaude. 
Rag Doll,”’ 





Back from the Shrine convention 
in Los Angeles, “Buzz” Bainbridge, 
potentate of the Shriners here, will 
depart for New York next week to 
| line up members for his Shubert 
|theatre dramatic stock company, 
| opening late in August. 








Frank N. Phelps, formerly district 
manager for the Keith-Orpheum 
circuit, with headquarters here, has 
completed a survey of F. & R. 
vaudeville houses and conditions, for 
which he was engaged after leaving 
R-K-O, 


A new cooling plant, seats, drapes, 
carpets, seenery, electrical effects 
and other backstage equipment are 


Krug park has free band concerts | 





F. & R. executives deny published 
reports that Publix is completing a 
deal to take over the circuit, 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 


Howard—‘“Rainbow Man.” 





Met—-Fox “Movietone Follies.” 

Loew's Capitol—‘‘Biidge of San Luis 
Rey”; vaude. 

Keith’s Georgia — “High Voltage’; 
vaude. 


Rialto—‘“‘Girl on the Barge.” 





Fulenwider All-Star Players, op- 
erating several months in the At- 
lanta theatre, closed Saturday. 





John F. Barry, director of the 
Publix school for managers, is in a 
critical condition in local hospital 
following operation for appendicitis. 





William A. Wolfson, former as- 
sistant manager of the Howard, has 
been made manager of the Strand 
theatre, Montgomery, Ala. 





“Glad Rag Doll” at Howard and 
“Alibi” at Georgia got the break 
this week. 


BOSTON 


Jane Cowl, at the Plymouth in 
“Jenny,” stopped the show and re- 
minded some giggling girls in the 
audience that the performance 
would go on when they were quiet. 








Three employees of the Sells-Floto 
circus were injured, one of them 
seriously, at Attleboro, near Boston, 
while unloading. The men were 
thrown to the ground when one of 
the trucks passing under a bridge 
did not have enough clearance. 
Robert Rickson, 36, of Peru, Ind., 
suffered a crushed chest, internal 
injuries and two fractures of the 
left arm. 


The Lido Veniée, which was one 
of the pioneers in the night club 
game here, has gone yellow peril. 
It is the first Chinese night club in 
Boston. 





The dance-hall season at the 
beaches and parks is under full 
swing just now with Mal Hallett, 
Milt Shaw, Jimmy Gallagher, Morey 
Pearl and Truman Carew all spon- 
soring orchestras around here. 





In a decision handed down by the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court the 
Famous Players-Lasky corporation 
is held liable for damages sustained 
by passengers in a car at the Park 
street subway on Jan. 3, 1925, when 
films that were being transported 
in a burlap bag in the car exploded. 
The films were being transported to 
a brush manufacturer and the suits 
were brought against the film com- 
pany, the brush manufacturer and 
the street car company. The jury 
found that the film company was 
résponsible in that one of its agents 
delivered the fitms in a burlap bag 
to the agent of the brush company. 
The case went to the Supreme 
Court on the one test case, with the 
decision of the court governing the 
action in all the others, by agree- 
ment between all the plaintiffs in- 
volved. In the test case a verdict 
of $7,500 was awarded. 





4 

Starting June 15, shows at the 
Keith-Albee and the Keith Memo- 
rial theatres will begin on Satur- 
day instead of Monday. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—Stock. 
Temple—Stock. 
Rochester—“‘Black Watch.” 
Keith’s Palac®—Vaudfilm. 
EKastman—“‘A Man's Man” 





“Studio Muna ; _aee unit. 
Studio urder stery.”’ 
Regent—‘“‘Outcast.” iti 
Fay’s—‘“The Valiant.? 
Strand—Change. 

Family—Chanege. 

Victoria—‘‘White Slave Traffic.” 








Howard Rumsey is bringing a 
stock to Lyceum for summer. Cast 
includes Marcia Abbe and Hunter 
|Gardner, leads; Arthur’ Bouvier, 
Diana Bonnar, Zama Cunningham, 











Helen Faltus, local candidates for 
International Beauty Contest, to ap- 
pear in dance recital here June 14, 
capitalizing on her publicity in con- 
nection with contest, 





Free outdoor vaude at Sea Breeze 
Park to begin June 17. 





Historic old Corinthian built in 
1904 and last used for burlesque in 
1928, being razed for parking sta- 
tion by Union Trust Company. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By FRED W. SCHWARZ 
Apollo—“When in Rome.” 
Steel Pier—‘‘Bulldog Drummond.” 
Virginia—‘‘Dangerous Woman. a 
Stanley—‘“‘Studio Murder.’ 
Karle—Vaudfilm. 
Colonial—‘‘The Letter.” 
Capitol—“Tide of Empire.” 
Strand—‘‘The Pagan. 








John Golden has a new comedy at 
Apollo this week. “When in Rome” 
company well balanced, 

Filmdom will march on the regort 
in a week. Occasion is two moving 
picture conventions. Both held at 
Ritz-Carlton. 








Steel Pier opened for the season. 
“Bulldog Drummond” moved from 
Casino Hall to Open Air theatre to 
make way for Minstrels and daily 
changes in screen productions. 

New Warner theatre opens June 
19. On the Boardwalk, latest in 
amusement houses. .Seats 5,000. 





Elliott Dexter among those seen 


on Boardwalk last week. Frieda 
Hempel left after a week. Harry 
Hershfield here with Mrs. Hersh- 


field for a rest. 





Next Sunday opening of Hip on 
Million Dollar Pier. Vaudfilm. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 


Junior McGeehan has returned to 
Baltimore as publicity representa- 
tive for the local Loew houses. He 
held the job last year, later going to 
the mid-west for Loew's. 

Chester F. Morrow, who piloted 
the local Vagabonders in their re- 
cent highly successful theatre ven- 
ture at the Auditorium, has been 
re-elected president. 








Ford’s theatre passed from the 
family of its founder last week, 
when it was sold by the estate of 
the late John T. Ford, Jr., to A. lL. 
Erlanger. The house, long booked 
by Erlanger, pagsed from the direct 
control of the Ford family some 
years ago, when it was leased to 
the Stanley Company of Philadel- 
phia. Horace Greeley was nomi- 
nated for President here at the 
ce national convention of 


THEMG AY co. 
Let Us Do 
Your Shopping 


When you are in Los Angeles 
anything you want will be 
selected by expert shoppers 
and delivered to you—a May 
Company, service to busy the- 
atrical folk. 


Just Phone MISS MONROE 
TUCKER 8211 
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MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
e You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 
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STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$ 60.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


| ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


_SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


& Avenue, botween 40th and 4 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 





THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with Dath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
er more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





STRAND HOTEL 
BOSTON 


In the heart of the theatrical dip- 
trict. 





Professional Rates 


Single, $8.00 and up 
Double, 10.00 and up 
642 Washington St. (at Boylston St.) 














LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
WARIETY, Address Mail Clerk. 











POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
Adair Estelle Hadder Clinton 
Anderson Margie Harvey Henry 
Hawley E F 
Bordeaux Janet 
Brett Tom Linton Harry 
Clark Richard Miller Tom & Joe 


Neil Peggy 


Reno Ed Wesley 
Roark Sam W 


Dare Donald 
Darling Elsie 
Deano Albert 
De Leyer Guy 
Toomer Henry 


Waller H D 
Wilen Meyer 


Esterbrook Fred 





Good John H 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Alberto Harold 
Alexander Cecil 
Anderson Lucille 
Austin C R 


Lancent Louise 
Langdon Harry 
Lange Howard 
Lynn Basil 


Manns The 
McGouh Rex 
Morgan C A 
Morrow Miss 
Mortenson Mr 
Murphy James 


Bell A H 
Brown Burton 


Chalve Theo 
Clute Chester 
Cornell Chas 


Dennison Geo 
Olson Louise 
Evans L B 
y Perry Violet 
Frohman Bert Pymm F & P 
Frosini P 


Gifford W C 
Gilbert Bert 
Goodlette W JI 


Hamilton Frank 
Hammond -y 
Hanneford 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 


Revel Bros & Red 
Rogers Jack 
Rosita Mlie 


Steinbeck B 
Sullivan & Mack 
Sweeney Beatrice 


Tiffany Owen 


White Pierre 
Wilkie Paul 
Willoughby M 
Wong Nee 
Wynn Ray 


MONTREAL 


Princess—‘‘The Iron Mask." 
Palace—'‘‘Follies of 1929."’ 
Capitol—“‘Doctor’s Secret.” 
-Strand— Pictures. 
Imperial—"‘C ircus Kid."’ 
Loew’s—‘‘Tropical Nights.” 
Empress—Pictures. 
Orpheum—Stock. 


Iversen Fritzie 


Kelly Andy 
Kincaid Jackie 








Moving picture houses got their 
worst wallop when the court of ap- 
peals gave decision on Sunday 
closing and children’s act appeals 
against them. They can be forced 
to remain closed on Sundays and 
children under 16 may not be ad- 
mitted to them. No further appeals 
will be taken. This finally settles 
the children’s act trouble and they 
will be barred from the films, but 
the Sunday closing {s too compli- 
cated to be regarded as ended. 
Whole sentiment of the province of 
Quebec is against Sunday closing. 
Little chance of it being enforced. 
The threat is always present, how- 
ever. 


Sound is making great strides in 
Montreal. Loew’s opens to talking 
ictures June 17; Princess June 14. 

here are already half a dozen 
neighborhoods wired. 

Princess will probably offer se- 
vere opposition to the Famous 
Players main stem houses. At 55c 
top, and with such pictures as 
“Iron Mask,” it will be lower in 
price and better in quality. 





Orpheum stock continues success- 
ful season in its three-year unin- 
terrupted playing in Montreal. 

Lido, new night club, opened and 
is attracting goodly crowds of 
States tourists. No couvert charge, 
drinks making it paying proposition 
with fair  Cotaret show. 





OTTAWA 


By W. M. GLADISH 


The 40 shareholders of Canadian 
International Films, Limited, pro- 
ducers of the ill-fated “Carry On, 
Sergeant,” have asked the Ontario 
Government to pay for the addi- 
tional buildings and equipment in- 
stalled at the Provincial Govern- 
ment’s studio at Trenton by tne 
¢ompany for the making of the fea- 


| 
| 








DOUBLE ROOM, BATH. 





Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT --Chicago 


LORRAINE 
SINGLE ROOM, 


BATH, $2.00 UP 
$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


DOUBLE WifHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $271.00 WEEKLY 
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JACKSON 


137 West 45° St. 
East ofS5way N-Y. 


Completely remodeled—everything 
of the best—Simmons furniture 
(Beautyrest mattresses), hot and 
cold. water, telephones, showers, 
electric fans. 


$12 for Single Room 
$15-$17 for Double Room 
$16-$18-$20 for Double 
Room 
(with Private Bath) 
SUMMER CONCESSIONS. 


This is the ideal hotel for the 
ion—in the heart of the 
theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 











' Keith’s Theatre, Ottawa, 


, Som 
| Suest speaker before 





The 


ture. province had loaned the 
use of the studio for the making 


of the picture and now the com- 
pany, recently discharged in bank- 
ruptcy, wants the Government to 
make a financial allowance for the 
new ,equipment. It has been an- 
nounced that the shareholders sub- 
scribed $450,000 for the eoterpense. 

In the meantime N. L. Nathanson, 
managing director of Famous Play- 
ers Canadian Corp., is making an 
effort in London, England, to dis- 
pose of the British rights, after 
which the Canadian and American 
rights will be disposed of. 


Hon, James Malcolm, Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, told the Ca- 
nadian House of Commons at Ot- 
tawa on June 6 that the Canadian 
Government’s studio at Ottawa hid 
produced 20 per cent' more films 
during the past fiscal year than 
during the previous 12 months. 
These pictures were being used as 
an educational and advertising me- 
dium. The House voted an appro- 
priation of $75,000 for the studio 
this year, this being an increase of 
$25,000 over the vote of last year. 


The Ottawa Theatre at Hawkes- 
bury, Ontario, was swept by fire 
of unknown origin early on the 
morning of’ June 5. Damage esti- 
mated at $15,000. 


J. M. Franklin, manager of B. F. 
arranged 
for the appearance of. Rabbi Ferdi- 
nand M. Isserman of the Holy Blos- 
Synagogue, Toronto, as the 
the - Rotary 
Club at Ottawa, his subject being 
“The Things We Have in Common.” 
Rabbi Isserman has exchanged pul- 
pits with Protestant ministers. 








DeForest Phonofilm - equipment 
has been ordered for seven theatres 
of the United Amusements chain in 
the Province of Quebec; installa- 
tions to take place during the sum- 
mer. United Amusements, Limited, 
is a subsidiary of Famous Players 
Canadian Corp. . DeForest Phono- 
film of Canada, Limited, entered 
suit against Fox and Famous Play- 
ers Corp. some time ago for alleged 
infringement of sound ‘proiection 
patents. 





TORONTO 


By G. A. SINCLAIR 
Victoria— Musical stock. 
Uptown—“‘On Trial’; stage show. 
Pantages—‘‘Shakedown”; vaude, 
Tivoli—‘‘Weary River.” 
Loew'’s—‘‘*Man’s Man’’; vaude. 
Capitol—“‘Broadway Melody.” 
Bioor—' Broadway Melody.” 
Runnymede—‘*C hildren of Ritz’ 

vaude. 
Hippodrome—'‘‘Sunrise’’; vaude. 
Sunnyside—Carnival. 


Prince—‘“The Barker’’; vaude. 





Harvey Robb, former organist at 
Pantages, has been appointed to 
handle the five-manual instrument 
in the Royal York, new C. P. R. 
hotel here. 


Canadiin Society of Cinematog- 
raphers and Photographers has 
been formed here with membership 
of 29 newsreel men and following 
officers: President, Len Roos; vice- 
president, Francis O’Byrne; secre- 
tary, Norman Gunn; manager, A. M. 
Beattie. 

Ontario government 
production on _ picture 
this province as big 
at same time attempting 
conservation lesson, 

Associate dd Screen News (Canada) 

“ub Bune 


has started 

exploiting 
game center, 
to teach 
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| cept for brief Quebec effort by Fox, 





Opposite 


LS N. V. A. Club 
$ Sand Up Single 
$13 and Up Double 

“S Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 
Electric Fans 
264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water 
and Telephone in 
Each Room 
102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 
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600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5lst Street 343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
312 West 48th Street 


355 West ‘ist Street 
3830 Longacre 


Columbus 1360 
HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3580 Longacre 
-2-3-4-room apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 








Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West S5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings, Otlfice in each building. 
Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished, 














this is first audible news stuff made 
here, 


H. J. Isbell, Quebec. mining 
broker, paid $325,000 to Mrs. D. M. 
Stair.for the Empire, which he will 
demolish, 


John Nelson, manager of new 
Capitol, F. P. house, at North Bay, 
Ont. He quits Grand, Sudbury, to 
take job. 


Following dismissal of orchestras 
in Windsor and Hamilton, two stink 
bomb attacks made on houses, 

. 





Luigi Romanelli, featured for 
years as Canadian ace band leader, 
at Tivoli (FP), through next week. 
House first in Ontario to go sound. 
Since reduced ghort subjects from 
four to one and now abolishing or- 
chestra. Six shows daily. First or- 
chestra here to be cleared. 





First demonstration of dissatis- 
faction against cutting by censors 
came here when crowds booed poor 
scissor work in “Voice of the City” 
(MG) and “Desert Nights’ (MG). 
Action cut in latter, dialog in for- 
mer, for no particular reason, 





PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 


Strand—‘'The Wheel of Life’; vaude, 
Empire—‘Queen of Night Clubs.’ 
Maine—‘‘Stark Mad.’ 

Colonial—'‘The Redeeming Sin."’ 
Casco—‘‘Dream of Love.” 
Portland—‘‘The Circus.’ 


Sells Bros. Circus with Tom Mix 
here June 17. 

Starting June 15, Keith’s split- 
week will change the opening day 
of new bills to Saturday and 
Wednesday. 





Leighton Rollins, managing direc- 
tor of the new Surry Playhouse, and 
his staff are established in Surry 
for the summer season. The com- 
pany will arrive next week. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEAL 

English’s—"I Love You” (Berkell 
stock). 

Palace—‘‘Eternal Love.’ 
Apollo—“The Glad Ol Doll.” 
Indiana—‘ ‘Careers. i 
Cirele—'‘Squall.’ 
New Ohio—‘‘The Iron Mask.” 








Ringling Breothers-Barnum circus 
here June 18. 


Charles Berkell stock at English’s 
closes June 15. 


Divided jury in the Sunday show 
case at Seymour, Ind. W. W. Eg- 
gleston and W. O. Zuber defendants 
in test case. 




















| 4 LOU HOLTZz’S 


YANDIS Cou Pat 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 


RATES REDUCED 
One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
$15.00 UP Completely Furnished 


For Two Persons In the Heart of Times Square 
WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 



































Phone: LONGACRE 6805 GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


THE BERTHA FURNISHED 


APARTMENTS 
COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING 


’ CLEAN AND AIRY. 
325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY 
Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. . 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 
the profession. 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - + - «-. $15.00 OP 








“Tango,” banned by the police last 
week have obtained’ a temporary 
injunction restraining the police 
from interfering with the game. 
Henry Sindell and Phillip Faber, 
two operators of this, pastime, post- 
ed bonds. Sindell’s lawyer _ insists 
game is not a gambling device. 


Manhattan Mary, was married here 
last week to Lee Gordon, New York 
stock broker. 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 


Strand—‘‘The Iron Mask.’’ 
Leland—‘‘The Flying Fleet.” 
Ritz—“Why Be Good.”’ 
Clinton Square—‘‘Not Quite 
and “The Side Show.” 
Grand—Pictures apd vaude. 








Grace Cutler has joined the mo- 
tion picture department’ of The 
Brooklyn Eagle. She will ‘assist 
Martin Dickstein, film ‘critic. 


Decent” 


Chris Buckley yesterday officially 
took over the Harmanus Bleecker 
Hall, which he er oa ag recently 
for $500,000 from F., Proctor and 
changed the policy aes a double 
feature to one feature with changes 
Monday and Wednesday. 


Rolland theatre, Yiddish  play- 
house, has dropped Yiddish attrac- 
tions for the summer and playing 
English — stock, Company called 
“Blunkhall Players.” 


Two new tryouts here this week. 
Negro musical. called. ‘“‘Bomboola,” 
Irving Cooper’s production at Wer- 
ba’s Flatbush and “The Mouth- 
piece,” melo at the Majestic. 


The Strand, which in the last ten 
years has built its reputation on 
good music, has cut out-its orches- 
tra, which had dwindled from 11 
to eight men. Contract of the or- 
chestra expired June 1 and it was 
not renewed, 





DETROIT 


By JACOB SMITH 


Wilson—‘“Rio Rita.” 
Shubert-Lafayette— 


Irving Gallers, pianist, has taken 
over the De Witt Clinton hotel band 


An American 


Tragedy.” during the absence of Phil Romano, 
Shubert-Detroit—‘‘Diamond Lil.” who has gone to Roseland, New 
Cadillac—‘‘Midnight Rounders.” 


: York, for the summer, 
Pictures 


United Artists—‘“She Goes to 
Adams— ‘Desert Song.”’ 
State—‘‘Trial of Mary Dugan.” 
Capitol—‘‘Studio Murder Mystery.” 
Michigan—"‘Glad Rag Dol!.” 
Madison—‘‘Close Harmony.” 
Fox—“Protection.” 

Fisher—‘‘From Headquarters.” 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By JAMES T. WYATT 


Portland—‘‘The Man I Love.” 
Broadway—'‘‘Thru Different Eyes.” 
United Artists—'‘Syncopation.” 
Music Box—‘‘Glad Rag Doll,” 


War.” 


> eds’ --%¢ So " Blue Mouse—"‘Sin Sister.’’ 
John ‘Ai. Pet coca ag RR ae Oriental—"‘Captain Swagger.” 
Trendle are in New Yor us week. Pantages—‘’The Flying Marine.” 
Mr. Trendle emphatically’ denied Dofwin—Henry Duffy Players. 


any recent negotiations to sell either 
his or’ Mr. Kunsky’s holdings to 
Paramount. 





Henry Duffy Players running “No, 
No, Nanette” with Junior League 
chorus for three weeks. But busi- 
ness not good, 


The lower court this week grant- 
ed a $500 judgment against the 
Blackstone theatre for discriminat- 
ing against a colored customer. The 


Union musicians have protested 








e z ?. . * ed T : « . 
BROOKL case will be appealed. The theatre free use of the ith U. 5. Infantry 
YN, N. » & owner did not refuse admission to| band in Rose Festival parades. Fed- 
By JO ABRAMSON the colored man, but did select the| eral law requires that army band 
seat for him which the colored man| have release from local union in 
are ee el ait esol ” refused, insisting on another seat, oer ne ene oy were 
a ‘here is “y 3 re . ‘ is i » denie > union, 
Werba’s Jamaica—‘Getting Gertie’s| © hereupon his money was refunded. th va — wo ld ' — Dy : . 
Garter” (stock). eens which dé manded paid union banc 
—*T ing ‘alle ve”’ . . : , , for all festiv: ‘casions, 
ona — Se Cee Sen S. J. Stebbins, managing director for all festival occasion 
ame “Careers.”’ c ie Fox theatre, is é x 1d - —— ee ’ 
Se areet ies t the Fox theatre, is of an extend Bess Whitcomb player’s produe- 
Fox— ‘Woman from Hell’: vaude ed leave of absence owing to ill-| Ae xt e “Te Nichte $ es a 
Paramount—‘‘Studio Murder Myster health. } tion of en Nights in arroom 
stage show n ij flopped to a corporal’s guard, mak- 
Albee—"'Office Scandal’; vaude. , ling Main Street’s effort to “go Ho- 
Orpheum—P ict uré The Orpheum, Grand Rapid OPp- | boken . cold failure. 
+ a gene dain i . erated by Butterfield, and closed for ligt a 
ews e if setrayal vaude oe 3 : ce 
Momart Krassin.” the past eight month will reoper Capitol theatre, small downtown 
ll meee early in September as the Kent. house. ha reopened with girl re- 
| Two Coney Island concessionaires 54 anaaioeas 'yue and pi s. Idea is te run 
|who operate a game known as' Deree Leslie, rmer dance 1 t CSQue SLOCK lau, 
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72 ADVERTISEMENT VARIETY ADVERTISEMENT J Wednesday, June 12, 1929 
GEORG EE ae 
AT WORLDS 
ST ‘LARGEST 
RADIO 
EDITION NATIONAL RADIO PICTORIAL CIRCULATION 
_ Vol. 1._No. 1 | Detroit, May 30, 1929 __ ee Sy Rea eae 





Professor 
Robert 
Campbell 
Welcomes 
George 
Olsen 
to Detroit 
on Behalf 
of the 
Under- 
graduates 
of University 
of Michigan. 
Prof. “Bob” 
Is Most 
Popular 
with the 
vy Student 
Body at 
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Olsen Assumes Forme 
Role — Drum-Major, Uni- 
versity of Michigan Band 
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Ann Arbor. 


SKs" 


Famous Son of U. of M. Directs Renowned Collegiate Band of His Alma Mater, Which Led 
Delighted Thousands in Enthusiastic Welcome to George Olsen and His Music in Detroit. 











George 
Olsen, 
America’s 
Radio 
Favorite, 
Whose 
Weekly 
Programs 
Over the 
Columbia 
Broad- 
casting 
System 
Are Eagerly 
Awaited 
by Millions 
of 
Appreciative 
Listeners-in. 


See 
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Police Reserves Calied To Handie Crowd | 








